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The present volume of newspaper extracts and annals, 
forming the seoond of the series, covers the period from 
the beginning of 1825 to the end of 1841. The extracts 
are arranged in chronological order, and brought into 
contact with national history by an introductory note for 
each year. The (General Introduction is an attempt to 
give a summary of the changes that occurred in the 
Northern Highlands during the period. The compiler 
begs to acknowledge the services of Mr WiUiam Simpson 
in preparing the index, and of Mr Alexander Ritchie in 
supervising the volume for the press. 

Invsbness, May 1907. 



ERRATA. 

Page 79, April 21 and 2S.—'*Sen Nevia" should be "Ben 
Wyvia." 

Page 238, November 28 —The paragraph bhonld read that one 
of the cansefl of the building of a Secession Chnrch in Tain was 
'* that the heritors had imposed enormous seat rents on the 
people." 

Page d07» July 7, 4th entry.— The name of the parochial 
teacher in Ardersier whose death is recorded, is given as *' Jame^ 
Smith," but it seems to have been ''John Smith." See presenta- 
tion recorded November 14, 1838. 
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Map of Ikvbrnkss in 1832, at end of volume.— This is a 
reproduction, on a reduced scale and without colouring, of 
the map issued in the Parliamentary "Reports upon the 
Boundaries of the several cities, hurghs, and towns of Scot- 
land, in respect to the election of members to serve in 
Parliament," ordered to be printed 18Ui April 1882. In the 
Report accompanying the map, the Commissioners say: — 
'^ Inverness is the county town of the large shire of that 
name, and also generally regarded as the Capital of the 
Northern Highlands. The town is compact, and the streets 
regular, with large and well-provided shops ; and it contains 
a great number of wealthy and respectable inhabitants. 
Many handsome villas are also erected in the neighbouiiiood. 
There are manufactures of woollen goods, hemp, and leather ; 
and at the fairs sheep and wool to a great amount are dis- 
posed of. The harbour of Inverness is good, and frequented 
by a number of vessels of considerable tonnage. Intercourse 
by steam has been established with Aberdeen and Edinburgh, 
and also with the Western coast through the Caledonian 
Canal ; and smacks sail regularly to Londom, conveying both 
goods and passengers. The Caledonian Canal has not 
hitherto added much to the commerce of the district, but 
beneficial effects may be expected to result from that great 
work. The town has been recently lighted with gas, and 
weU supplied with water ; and the Academy is considered one 
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of the best in Scotland. Inremeas is a yery tliriTing place, 
and likely to increase." The population of the bni^ and 
pariah, at the census of 1831, is given as 14,824 ; number of 
honscB of £10 and upwards in the burgh, 452 ; assessed taxes 
payable from the burgh, £1085 Ts lOd. The Ooftnmissionere, 
after describing the boundary fixed by them, add: — ^''From 
the great probability of Inyemess increasing, considerable 
space has been included within the boundary. This has been 
considered especially necessary in the vicinity of the Oale- 
dkmian Canal, as an increase of the traffic on that great line 
of communication would be immediately followed by the 
erection of buildings in that direction. A considerable ex- 
tent of the Merkinch has been already taken on a building 
lease, in the expectatkii of the town extending in that 
quarter." The ultimate development of the town differed 
from the expectations of the Commissioners. It came, indeed, 
on the west side of the river, but ta a still greater extent 
on the terrace above the old burgh, part of which remains 
outside the Parliamentary boundary, though recently brought 
within the municipal area. 



INTRODUCTION. 




^HE period from 1825 to 1841 embraced in Uie 
present volume was full of changes in our 
national history. These changes are reflected 
in the annals of the Highlands, which had 
also developments and vicissitudes peculiar to themselves. 
An interval of quiet which existed at the beginning of the 
period was succeeded by prolonged controversy in the 
political world. The Act of Catholic Emancipation in 
1829 introduced novel elements into the British Legisla- 
ture, and the Reform Act of 1832 created a new franchise 
in counties and burghs, bringing with it for ten years the 
rule of Whig Governments and the animated discussions 
which their measures called forth. Municipal government 
was likewise transformed. Railways began with the line 
from Manchester to Liverpool in 1830. Steamships had 
previously been utilised for ooastnng purposes and for 
short voyages, but the first steamers to cross the Atlantic 
and inaugurate an ocean service made their voyages in 
1838. In the same year the scheme of penny postage 
proposed by Rowland Hill forced itself on public atten- 
tion, and in 1840 the new system came into operation. 
The reduction of taxes on newspapers brought down the 
price of Scottish journals from sevenpence to fourpenco- 
halfpenny, a step which was then considered a great 
advance, qualified by misgivings as to the possible 
deterioration of the press! Education was making 
progress in the remote and neglected districts of Scotland 
through the efforts of the Church. The first public 
grant for English educatnon, the modest sum of £20,000, 
was given by Parliament in 1833. Sheep farming ex- 
panded in the Highlands, and there was a steady progress 
in agriculture. The first show of the Highland Society 
was held at Inverness in 1831, the second in 1839. 
The record, however, is not altogether one of progress. 



X. RECORD OF CHANGE. 

The condition of the weetem islanda and of congested 
districts in the northern mainland was going from bad to 
worse. Population had increased beyond the means of 
subsistence. Accounts which appear in our newspaper 
reports, confirmed by the inquiry of a Parlismentary 
Committee, form padnful reading. Emigration took place 
on a large scale, mainly in the first instance to British 
North America, but latterly also to Australia. At the 
same time, knowledge of the Highlands was extending 
through increased facilities of travel provided by steamers 
and coaches. In the thirties sport began to be a recog- 
nised element of income. In the towns and the more 
accessible regions there was evidence of advancement. 
Better houses were built, roads were completed, the bui^g^ 
were lighted with gas,^ the local administration of affairs 
was improved by the establishment of forces of constabu- 
lary and the better eqtdpment oi Courta The old prisons, 
whick had long been a scandal, were giving place to a 
superior dass of buildings. New lighthouses were spring- 
ing up on the coasts. A severe visitation of cholera in 
1832 caused great distress and anxiety, but it had some 
effect in directing attention to the necessity of sanitaticm. 
Customs and practices of old standing tended to disappear. 
The period was, in brief, the beginning of the modem 
era. A revolution was taking place, carrying with it, like 
most revolutions, a mixture of blessing, suffering, and 
danger. Towards the close, the Church c^ Scotland had 
embarked on the great controversy which shortly after- 
wards ended in the Disruption. 

When the period began Lord Liverpocd was still at 
the head of affairs, assisted by a Cabinet which was 
divided on the subject of CathoHc daims and on com- 
mercial questions. The representation of Scottish bui^hs 
was entirely in the hands of Town Councils, wfaidi 
voted through their Plrovosts^ and gave little trouble to 
the Government Within the burghs there was at the 
moment more desire for municipal than political reform. 
The remark that "even in some irrstanoes buxghs are 
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almost advertising for members to represent them/' mast 
have been <^ veiy partial applicatiom, but it indicates the 
spirit which prevailed in some quarters in prospect of the 
election of 1826. In the counties during that election 
Ihere was more excitement, and Charles Grant, afterwards 
Lord Olenelg, had to face a contest in the county of 
Inverness, the first that had taken place since the election 
of his father in a three-cornered fight in 1802. His 
opp<xient, Lord MacdonaJd, however, was decisively 
beaten. Grant was favourable to Catholic claims, but 
otherwise cautious and accommodating. 

Tlie death of the IVemier, Lord Liverpool, in 1827 
let loose many rivalries and jealousies. Caiming, who 
succeeded him in the office of Prime Minister, was unable 
to retain his most important colleaguee, and passed away 
in a few months^ leaving a distracted situation. Lord 
Goderich's attempt to carry on an administration came 
to a premature end, and the Duke of Wellington was 
installed in office, with Sir Bobert Peel as leader of the 
House of Commona The Whigs, including Charles 
Grant, were represented in the Ministry, but they soon 
had differences with their coUeagues, and resigned. The 
victoiy <^ the Catholic Association, the electaon of 
O'Oonnell for Clare, and the concession of Cktholic 
Emancipation, introduced the stormy period. Great 
distress existed both in the rural and mauuafcturing 
population, and discontent brought about the desire for 
political reform. George IV. died in June 1830, and the 
accession of William IV. came just at the time when 
the public temper was excited. An eortraordinajry 
stimulus was given to the reform nuyvement by the 
revolution in France and the revolt which severed the 
temporary union of Belgium and Holland. Before the 
dose of the year Wellington's Government was defeated, 
and Earl Grey entered on office, with the understanding 
that he was to take up the subject of Beform. The 
agitation on the subject did not slacken until the bill was 
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passed in the summer of 1832. Then began the reign of 
the ten-pound householdeiB in burghs and the fifty- 
poundera in counties. As we have sadd, the Whigs, first 
under Earl Grey and afterwards under Lord Melbourne, 
had possession of the Government until 1841, although 
for a short time, at the summons of the Sovereign, Sir 
Robert Peel intervened, and attempted, without sucoess, 
to secure a Conservative majority. In the years from 
1830 to 1841, there were no fewer than six general 
elections. In the Inverness Burghs this number was 
supplemented by two bye-elections, and in the county 
by three. There was not a contest on every occasion, but 
the weapons were kept sharpened, and a contest waa only 
avoided when the defeated forces were exhausted and 
hopelesa During the last five years the Whig Govern* 
ment, under Lord Melbourne, was weak and discredited, 
though it did useful work. When it fell in 1841, Sir 
Robert Peel entered on office with a majority of sixty- 
eight, and with the prospect of a long tenure of power. 
The rise of new conditions^ through the agitation for the 
abolition of the Com Laws and the famine in Ireland, 
belongs to a later period. 

The change in political conditions imparted fresh life 
to the newspapers. For the eleven years from 1830 to 
1841 political contests and speeches were at high pressure. 
In 1830 Charles Grant had to encounter another contest 
in the county of Inverness. His retirement from the 
Duke of Wellington's Government and his support oi 
Catholic claims had given offence. At a preliminary 
trial of strength, however, on the election of a chairman 
at the meeting of freeholders. Grant had a majority of 
nine votes (34 to 25), and his opponent, Madeod of 
Macleod, withdrew. At the election of 1831, when the 
country rang with the shout of '' The bill, the whole bill, 
and nothing but the bill," Grant was returned without 
opposition, receiving in the burgh a great ovation. In 
1832, in the new constituency, he had a majority against 
Macleod of 44. But before another election a reacUon 
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had taken place. In 1835 Grant foaght his last battle 
for the county, and^ with a majorily of seven, was 
once more returned. But the reconstituted Melbourne 
Gk>yemment, in which he became Colonial Secretary, did 
not care to risk a byo^lecdon, and he was raised to the 
Upper House as Lord Glenelg. In the contest which 
followed, Chisholm of Ghisholm carried the seat for the 
Conservatives, and though he was soon removed by death, 
the county did not return to its former allegianca On 
the oontraiy, it retained unbroken its political complexion 
as Conservative for the long term of fifty years. Two 
members held the seat for forty-five years — ^Mr Henry 
Baillie from 1840 to 1868, and the late Camenm of 
Lochiel from 1868 to 1885. 

In the burghs during the period there were numerous 
contests. Sir Robert Grant, younger brother of Charles, 
held the representation from 1826 to 1830, but for some 
reason, which was supposed to be personal, the munidpal 
authorities declined to re-elect him, choosing in his place 
Colonel Baillie of Leys, an Anglo-Indian, who had made 
himself popular in Inverness as a neighbour. In 1831 — 
when the old system still prevailed — ^Major Cumming 
Bruce secured the support of Nairn and Forres, and was 
elected. In 1832, in the new constituency, there was 
a three-cornered fight, between Colonel Baillie, Mr 
Stewart of Belladrum (who stood as a Liberal), and 
Major Cumming Bruce; and Colonel Badllie won the seat. 
In a few months, however^ he died, and the burghs had 
to go through another contest On this occasion the 
struggle was between Major Cumming Bruce and Mr 
Stewart, and the former was successful. He represented 
the constituency for other four years. An attempt was 
made to oust him in 1835, when a keen contest occurred 
between himself and Mr Edward Ellice, but Cumming 
Bruce triumphed with the small majority of four votes. 
FerBonally, " The Major *' was a popular candidate, com- 
bative, frank, and determined; and EUioe, clever and 
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agreeable aa he was, had the disadvantage of being a 
stranger. Cumming Bruce had strong support in Forres^ 
where he was well known, and the family influence waa 
powerful. In Inverness itself he divided the vote so 
evenly that he was only in a minority of one. But the 
expense of contesting the buighs waa too much for him. 
The contest of 1835, it is said, cost himself and l£r Ellioe 
£1500 arpiece — a sum so large that the tradition oi profuse 
pecuniary gifts distributed during the canvass may have 
had a substantial foundation. At the general election 
of 1837, Major Cumming Bruce retired, but did all he 
could to secure the return, in the Conservative interest^ 
of the heir of Scatwell, afterwards Sir James B. Mao- 
kenzia The effort failed. The burghs broke with the 
Conservative& Tfaie Whig candidate, Mr Madeod of 
Cadboll, carried the seat by a majority of 19. Unfortu- 
nately, his health failed, and in 1840 he resigned, causing 
a bye-election. On this occasion the oontest lay between 
a London merchant, Mr James Morrison, and a native 
of Inverness^ Mr John Fraser, Cromarty House. Mr 
Morrison waa successful, and at the general election next 
year waa re-elected without opposition. 

In the County of Bossi, Mr Stewart Mackenzie of 
Seaforih, who was a r^ormer, secured the representation 
in 1830, and continued to hold it until 1837, when he 
was appointed Governor of Ceylon. On his retirement 
there was an exciting contest, which resulted in the 
return of the Conservative candidate, Mr Mackenzie of 
Applecross. In the Northern Burghs and the County U 
Sutherland the Whig interest prevailed. 

In going through the newspapers of the Beform 
period, the reader finds that political dinners were a 
prominent characteristic. Before the passing of the 
Franchise Act it was the custom for members on their 
election to entertain their supporters, and sometimes the 
successful and unsuccessful candidates gave dinner parties 
the same evening, and exchanged deputations. The 
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dinner given by Colonel Baillie of Leys on his retom in 
1830 was a sumptuous affair, with turtles from London 
and wines of the finest. When the franchise had been 
extended the electors themselves took the initiative. 
After nearly every contest — and sometimea between times 
— theie was a feast On occasion each party in each burgh 
had its banquet to celebrate a triumph, to find solace for 
defeat, or to prepare for future efforta The Reform 
struggle called forth public meetings and proceesiona as 
well as dinners. The oratoiy is copiously reported. 
(Generally the speaking, most of it no doubt carefully 
prepared, was eloquent and appropriate. The passion of 
the hour lingers in the musty columns The student of 
politics can still find interest in arguments, denunciations, 
and witticisms, albeit the flavour is antiquarian. Popular 
gatherings of the kind were new in the North, and on that 
account the more appreciated. What is described as 
''the first open meeting ever held in Inverness for a 
political purpose" was carried out under the auspices ci 
the Beform Committee in May 1832. It was preceded by 
a procession of trades and public bodies, with banners 
flying. One of the greatest dinners, a Conservative 
demonstration, was held in November 1836 at Inver- 
gorden, where a building which was used as a flax factory 
was arranged to accommodate 247 persons. To furnish 
supplies a shipload of provisions was brought from Inver- 
ness. In the reaction which followed Beform political 
enthusiasm was stimulated by an ecclesiastical upheaval. 
The Whigs were accused of truckling to COonnell. The 
Ministerial proposals regarding Irish Church funds and 
tithes inflamed opposition. In 1835-6 a northern Prote- 
stant association came into existence, and the feeling of 
which it was the expression helped to detach the counties 
from the Whig interest Since then Ireland has often 
upset political parties, and the end is not yet in sight 

A picturesque incident in our local annals was the visit 
of Loitl Brougham while Lord Chancellor. In the 
autumn of 1834 he made a trip northward, coming by way 
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of Badenoch, travelling tihenoe to Dunrobin, and going 
back by the east coast At that time his reputation in 
the provinces stood high, although his flighty and violent 
character had alienated alike his colleagues and the King. 
Brougham's northern tour resembled a Royal progress. 
He was hailed by admiring crowds, and addresses and 
burgess tickets poured in from corporations. The visit 
precipitated his own downfall and the dismissal oi the 
Ministry. His speech at Inverness reads as if he had not 
been quite master of himself. In his political allusions 
he fanned the differences in the party, and his references 
to the King were a ourious mixture of fawning and 
familiarity. He spoke of hia Majesty's gracious conde- 
scension and favour to himself, and announced that by 
that nighf s post he would inform him ol the fervent 
loyalty of the Highland Capital. He had hardly returned 
home when the King dismissed the Ministry, and called 
in the Duke of Wellington and 8ir Robert Fed. It was 
a false move on the sovereign's part. The nation once 
more returned a majority on behalf of a Whig Gk>vem' 
ment But at least the Sovereign and the Ministers got 
rid of Brougham, who was never called again to office. 
The end to a great political career — ^for in spite oi all 
deductions his career had great elements — ^was thus 
singularly dramatic. There are touches in our columns 
which set forth the personality of the statesman who then 
filled such a large space in the public eye. Brougham had 
am immense capacity for work. It is mentioned that " he 
wrote seventeen long letters with his own hand after his 
memorable speech at Inverness, all which were duly 
forwarded by that night's post ** — presumably the promised 
letter to the King among the number. In the town he 
ordered Highland tartans^ and there is a tradition that 
the order being vague in its terms» he was supplied with 
a quantity which lasted in perpetuity. Four years after- 
wards there is a note that in London he had laid aside, 
" at least for a time," the tartan trousers and waistcoat 
which he had worn since his northern tour. Whether 
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recnxmed or not, tiiej had proved so distinctive that they 
oontinned in favour with caricaturists. 

Another incident in connection with the Chancellor's 
tour was not recorded at the time, but appearel afterwards 
in the memoirs of Sir David Brewster, who was living in 
Badenoch in the thirties. Brougham was the guest of 
the Duchess of Bedford at the Doune of Bothiemurchus, 
and Brewster was one of the party. After the Chancellor 
had retired to rest, on the plea of indisposition, the 
question arose whether he carried the Great Seal with 
him. " The Duchess declared her intention of ascertain- 
ing the fact, and ordered a cake of soft dough to be made. 
A procession oi lords, ladies, and gentlemen was then 
formed, Sir David carrying a pair <A silver candlesticks, 
and the Duchess bearing a silver salver, on which was 
placed the dough. The invalid lord was roused from his 
first sleep by this strange procession, and a peremptory 
demand that he should get up and exhibit the Great Seal ; 
he whispered ruefully to Sir David that the first half d 
this request he could not possibly comply with, but asked 
him to bring a certain strange-lo(^ring box ; wh^i this was 
done he gravely sat up — impressed the seal upon the cake 
of dough — ^the procession retired in order, and the Lord 
Chancellor returned to his pillow." This isqpecimen of 
"high jinks" was a prelude to the tragi-comedy of the 
subsequent part of his tour. 

The reform of munidpalities in Scotland was carried 
out in 1833 by two biUs introduced by Lord Advocate 
JeflErey, dealing with Royal and Parliamentaiy bui^ghs. 
His measures gave the same municipal franchise for Town 
Cconcils as for Parliament, and the old system of self- 
election came to an end. Before the close of the year the 
new Town Councils were chosen. The first Provost of 
Livemess under the changed system was Mr John Mac- 
kenzie, agent for the Bank of Scotland, who had taken a 
prominent part in support of political reform. So highly 
was he estoomed that prior to the formation of the new 
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Council he was presented with a handsome piece of plate 
" in admowledgment of his strenuous and valuable services 
in support of popular rights during Earl Grey's administra* 
tion, a period of the highest importance to the political 
independence and welfare of the nation/' Mr Mackenzie 
was unable, on account of the state of his health, to retain 
office for more than a year, but his services during that 
short period were much appreciated. He was succeeded 
by Mr John Fraser, father of the late Rev. Dr Donald 
fVaser, who held office for two years. He might have 
retained the position longer if he and his friends had 
known that, being Provost, and so chosen for three years, 
he waa not obliged to seek re-election in 1836. In the 
contest which ensued he waa defeated in one ward, and 
though elected in another, he preferred to retire. Political 
feeling at the moment played an active part in municipal 
affairs, and for a time, apart from the Ptovostship, the 
Council waa equally divided between Whigs and Tories. 
In such a condition oi affairs the vote of the Provost waa 
of imp(Htance.. The Whig Councillors at one juncture-^ 
the election of a member between terms — committed the 
mistake of absenting themselves so aa to deprive the meet* 
ing of a quorum. The remaining members, however, 
attended the meeting, and elected their man, and the 
legality oi their action was upheld in the Court of Session. 
The tension of municipal elections kept the burgh almost 
aa lively as Parhamentary contests. In i^e seven years 
from 1833 to 1840 four Provosts came and went — ^Messrs 
Mackenzie, Fraser, Ferguson, and dimming — ^the laat 
retiring when he was defeated in the nomination of bailies. 
Provost Ferguson was the only one of the four who occu- 
pied his full term. On the retirement of Provost Cum- 
ming, Dr J. I. Nicol waa elected to the vacancy in the 
Council and called to the chair. He was re-elected the 
following year. All this time, however, the conduct of 
local affairs was carried on with spirit The question 
whether there should be a legal assessment for the poor 
served to abate political dissension. The proposal arose 
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in the Kirk-Session, but the Town Council by a large 
majority opposed it In the neighbouring burghs also 
political feeling mingled with local questions, and stimu- 
lated the activity of the electorate. In the circumstances 
of the day this state of matters was inevitable, and worked 
no particular harm. 

Before passing from municipal changes, it may be 
noted that one of the first acts of the Inverness Town 
Council was to abolish the office oi burgh hangman, a 
functionary who had enjoyed considerable remuneraticHi 
and numerous perquisites. We are told that in the nine- 
teen years during which tlie last occupant held the 
appointment he had carried out "just three executions," 
and that calculating the proportion of annual payments, 
the cost might be reckoned at from £300 to £400 a pieces 
The third of these gruesome services was performed in 
the case of MacLeod, the Assynt murderer, who paid the 
penalty of his crime in October 1831. In October 1835, 
however, another man, Adam, was executed for the 
Mulbuy murder. There is no mention in our files of the 
man who performed this duty. Happily Adam was the 
last person executed in Inverness. 

The Church of Scotland held undisputed supremacy 
in the Highlands during the period of which we axe 
writing. Its activity in discharge of its duties deserves 
ample acknowledgment. There was very little dissent. 
The large size, however, of many of the parishes crippled 
the usefulness of the clergy, and it was considered a great 
advance when a Parliamentary grant, given in 1823, 
secured the addition of forty ministers to the equipment 
of the National Church. A report on education, prepared 
in 1825 by the Rev. Donald Fraser, of Kirkhill, sUtes 
that even with these new appointments there were only 
264 clergy in the Establishment (including 40 misdon- 
aries) for a population of 416,000 persons, embraced in 
the counties of Argyll, Inverness, Nairn, Rosa and 
Cromarty, Sutherland, Caithness, Orkney, and Shetland, 
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witti the Gaelic distrida of Moray, and of Dunkeld, in 
Perthshire. In the same wide region there were at that 
time only thirty-five ministers of " every denomination of 
dissenters," and six or eight Roman Catholic priests. 
Episcopalian Churches are set down as six in number, and 
the congregations of "Seceders, Independents, and other 
Protestant dissenteiB" at twenty-nina The following 
detailed figures may be of interest: — ^Episcopalians — 
Synod of M<Mray, 1 (obviously in Inverness); Synod of 
Glenelg, 2 ; Synod 6l Ross, 2 ; Synod of Argyll, 1— total, 
6. Seceders, ice, — Synod of Moray, 5 ; Ross, 3 ; Suther- 
land and Caithness, 3 ; Argyll, 7 ; Orkney and Shetland 
(English-speaking), 11— totiO, 29. Within thie Estab- 
lished Church the two parties known as Moderate and 
Evangelical had conflicts between themselves, but they 
cooperated for the improvement of the people. Though 
a large part of the population was unable to read, they 
all entertained great respect for religious ordinances, and 
attended service when they had opportunity. Communion 
gatheringB were large and impressive. Disputed settle- 
ments occasionally excited keen fedings^ as may be seen 
from the newspaper columns. In some placee— they do 
not appear to have been numerous — ^religious services 
were carried on by local religious leaders, but the people 
in those cases rarely disapproved of the National Church 
as an institution. Towards the end of our period the 
conflict arising from the Veto Act engrossed a large 
amount of public attention, but within the limits covered 
by our volume the organisation of the Church remained 
unbroken. 

The work of education in the Highlands was carried 
on with earnestness. The Society for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge, formed under the auspices of the 
Church in 1704, did an excellent work in supplementing 
the parish schools, whidi in number were totally inade- 
quate. A limited edition of a version of the Bible in Irish 
Gaelic was issued about the close oi the seventeenth cen- 
tury, but the New Testament in Scottish Gaelic was fir^t 
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printed for the Society in 1769. It was not until 1802 
that the whole Bible was pubUshed in that language. The 
Gaelic Sdiool Society was founded in Edinburgh in 1811| 
and in 1818 a Society was formed in Inverness for the 
Educaticm of the Poor in the Highlands, for which the 
report above-menticmed was prepared by the Rev. Donald 
Fraser, of EirkhilL But further efforts were felt to 
be necessary. Dr Norman MacLeod — " Caraid nan 
Gaidheal," the Friend of the Highlanders — urged the 
subject on the Assembly in 1824, and a deputation con- 
sbting of himself, Principal Baird, and Mr John Grordon, 
the secretary, afterwards traversed tl|e Highlands and 
Islands. A revenue cruiser was placed at their diq>osal 
in the western seas. In 1828 they r^K»rted that they 
had travelled upwards of 1600 miles, having spent two 
months on their journey. The visit established the 
melancholy fact that 90,000 persons, between the ages of 
six and twenty years, could read neither J/nglish nor 
Gaelic. During the first two years seventy schools were 
opened, and statistics show that ultimately this Assembly 
scheme resulted in the establishment of 233 oommon 
schools, attended by 22,000 pupils, with 110 sewing sdioi^ 
besides. In the eighteenth century schools the reading 
and even the speaking of GaeUc was forbidden, but this 
led to a mechanical kind of teaching which did little good 
to the learner. The Gaehc School Society provided 
Gaelic spelling books, though Mr William Mac^y says 
that in spite ol this '' the bad old system long survived in 
some districts." The late Bev. Dr Kenneth Macdonald, 
bom in Gl^i-Urquhart in 1832, corroborates this state- 
ment. ''Our schoolbooks," he says, "were in Eng^sh, 
and not a sentence could we understand." Dr Madeod 
from the first set his face against this system. In a speech 
in London in 1844, he drew special attenticm to the fact 
that in the Greneral Assembly's schools the Highlanders 
received instruction through the medium of their own 
beloved language. ** Some present," he said, ** may object 
to this ^stem, as in their opinion tmfavourable to tb9 
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coltiyation of English, but this is not the case. I am 
quite satisfied that had we no higher object in view than 
the introduction of English, we oould not more effectually 
do it than through the medium of Gaelic. This system 
has done more to introduce English in the course of the 
last twenty years than the old system — ^that of teaching 
through an unknown tongue — oould do in a centuiy.'' Dr 
Macleod's opinion is thus stated with no little emphasis. 
Certainly since his day Gaelic has gone back, and the 
knowledge of English has been vastly extended. 

It must not be forgotten that while ignorance prevailed 
in the body of the people, an educated dergy lived in the 
Highland parishes, and disseminated an influence of 
culture aa well as of religion. Dr Johnson foimd this to 
be the case during his famous Tour in 1773. The late 
Mr Sage, oi Resolis, bom in 1789, relates the manner oi 
his education in Latin in his father's manse at Kildonan. 
" With my father," he says, " I read Cordery's Colloquies, 
Cornelius Nepos, Caesar, Sallust, Ovid, Virgil, Livy, and 
Horace, and along with these I was so carefully instructed 
in the rules of Watt's Latin grammar that I shall not 
forget them as long as I Hva . . . Aa I advanced in 
the knowledge of Latin, my father prescribed my Sabbath 
tasks in that language. I began with Castalio's Dialogues, 
and, when farther advanced, read Budianan's Ptolma." 
Mr Leask, in his Life of the late Dr Thomas Maclauddan, 
who was bom in 1816, says that Maclauddan was 
educated in a similar way in his fatfaer^s manse at Moy. 
There also he became familiar with the Gaelic hymns of 
Dugald Buchanan, which '' had an immense influence on 
the character of the Highlands." Nor waa this all. The 
popidar tales which were circulated among the people 
captivated young Maclauddan, and in later days he was 
of service to Campbell of Islay in forming his collection. 
" Such," says Mr Leask, '' waa the educative force in the 
North at the time — Latin and folk-lore, the marchen of 
the country. Whether a newer race, reared in Board 
schools and on scientific extracts, crammed with the 
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tributaries of the Danube and the length of the Brahma- 
putra and the Irrawady, is more adequately prepared than 
was the old, trained on the Latin grammar and the 
national history, is a question which Aberdeen graduates 
have not yet sufficiently considered." Let us hope, how- 
ever, that modem education is not so defective as the 
writer apprehends. 

The dorgy in the North at the time comprised names 
that were locally influential, and are not yet forgotten. 
The Rev. Dr Rose, who was associated chiefly with the 
Inverness High Church, was an impressive preacher, 
and had a position in the Northern Counties, says a 
biographical sketch, "which subsequent generations can 
hardly realise, as he left nothing bebind to show thje 
qualities and resources of his character." His colleague, 
the Rev. Alexander dark, was another minister of great 
mental activity and a powerful preacher. The West 
Church, built for him, was opened in 1840. The North 
Church was erected in 1837, to secure the services of the 
Rev. Archibald Cook, afterwards of Daviot, whose piety 
was peculiarly acceptable to the Gaelic people. In the 
Presbytery of Inverness, the Rev. Donald Eraser, of 
Eirkhill, was the acknowledged leader of the Evangelical 
party in the district He died suddenly from the effects 
of an accident in 1836. The most inspiring pulpit 
orator, however, was Dr Maodonald, of Ferintosh, known 
as the Apostle oi the North from his work as an evangelist 
in the Highlands. Along with him may be mentioned 
the Rev. John Kennedy, of Eilleaman (father of the late 
Dr Kennedy, of Dingwall), Mr Carment, of Rosskeen; 
and Hugh Miller's friend, Mr Stewart, of Cromarty. 

In our fiiBt volume we gave statistics relating to the 
population in the beginning of the century in the five 
(nominally six) Northern Counties of Inverness, Nairn, 
Ross, and Cromarty, Sutherland and Caithness. In the 
year 1801 the total population of these counties was 
183,038, and in 1821 it had risen to 221,012. In the 
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beginning of the twentieth century the population in the 
same region reached 231,165, showing an increase ct 
48,117 as compared with the first date, and of 10,143 as 
compared with the second. But in the period which we 
have now reached the comparison gives quite different 
results. Hie population in the five counties, reck<»ing 
them as a whole, went on increasing imtil the middle of 
the nineteenth century, and after that fell off steadily 
until in 1901 the total was actually 7863 lower than in 
1831, 15,671 lowM* than in 1841, and 22J510 Iowm* than 
in 1851. Daring the half-century from 1851 onwards, the 
population of Scotland rose from 2,888,742 to 4,472,103, 
but the lac^ cities and industrial centres accoimt for 
the increase. While rural districts have suffered every- 
where, the decrease in the Northern area is specially 
marked. As it happens, the population of the county of 
Inverness reached its highest in the year 1841, but the 
gross total of the five counties attained ita maximum in 
the next decade. For convenience^ we embrace the year 
1851 in the present comparison. The figures for the three 
decades ending in that year come out as follows : — 





1831 


1841 


1861 


Inverness 


... 94,797 


97,799 


96,600 


Nairnshire 


9,364 


9,217 


9,966 


R088, and Cromart J 


74.820 


78,685 


82,707 


Sutherland 


... 26,618 


24,782 


26,793 


Caithness 


... 34,529 


36,343 


38,709 



239,018 246,826 263,666 

The population of the same counties in 1901 was as 
follows : — • 



Inverness 

Nairn < 

Ross and Cromarty 
Sutherland 
Caithness 



90,104 
9,291 
76,460 
21,440 
33,870 



231,166 
The continuous decrease whidi reached such dimensions 
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inlSOl did not, it is to be feared, end there. No doubt 
can be entertained that during the last five years there 
has been a further falling off. In many material 
respects progress was made during the past half-century^ 
but in the matter of population the decay is serious. At 
the bottom of it all economic causes play an important 
part. The evictions which took place from time to time 
have fixed themselves in public memory, but they can 
only be regarded as lamentable incidents in a widespread 
movement. As a matter of fact, most of them occurred 
either in the first two decades of the nineteenth oenturyy 
or in the middle of it when population was at its culminr 
ating point The stream of migration and emigration 
from the Highlands is part of a great problem, affecting 
many parts oi the world as well as this country. Canada 
is at the present time draining us of our most active 
youth. Hie situation as it now exista is only an intensi- 
fied form of a process which has long being going on. 
A typical case is presented by the parish of Urquhart and 
Glenmoriston, which had a population of 2663 in 1801 
and of 3280 in 1851 ; whereas in 1901 it had fallen to 
1828. The reduction, says Mr William Mackay, the 
historian of the parish, ** is accounted for by the fact that 
the young men are not now satisfied with remaining at 
home as their fathers did, but go out into the world, and 
that the young women also go out to better themsdves 
elsewhere." The truth is that in the Highlands our 
natural resources are limited. We have no minerals to 
develop. Water-power mav come to be useful, but it is 
only at the stage of experiment. Sheep-farming fell on 
evil times, and its area has certainly diminished one-third, 
perhaps neariy one-half, during the last twenty years. 
Deer forests have kept up values, but they are incom- 
patible with a numerous population. The growth of 
villages as summer and health resorts, and the increase 
of towns which possess golf-links, are the most apparent 
signs of advance. The Crofters Act has diminished dis- 
content, and has helped in many quarters to imjHDve 
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dwellingSy but it has not stopped the decline of populatioa. 
Such conditions present a problem which has not yet been 
considered as a whole. All that need be said here is 
that in the interests of the Highlands the daims of 
sport, ci agricultare, of small holdings, of pastoral farm- 
ing, and of the village residents, must all be kept in view. 
To disregard any one of them is perilous. The fact that 
people nowadays will not live under former conditions, 
especially when they have hopes of making comfortable 
homes elsewhere; the fact that sheep farming succumbed 
to a fall in prices, the deterioration of pastures, and the 
increase in the expense of working; the fact also that 
without sporting rents the weight ot taxation would 
become crushing in its severity — all these facts and others 
like them have to be pondered in seeking a solution of 
the difficulties of the time. 

In the period which the present volume covers we have 
to do with the state of the Highlands under the condi- 
tions which then prevailed. While the population was 
numerous and increasing, a great amount of distress 
existed. This, indeed, was not confined to the Highlands. 
The fluctuations in industry and in agricultural prices 
called forth frequent complaints from other parts of the 
country. Those social troubles which produced the 
Chartist movement were in active operation. In the 
Highlands, however, the case was aggravated at an early 
stage by sudden changes in the law which had made kelp 
gathering for nearly forty years a remunerative industry 
on the West Coast and in the Islands. It is with this 
region that the present pages chiefly deal. Kelp pro- 
duced an alkali whidi formed an ingredient in the 
manufacture of soap and other commodities. The same 
substance could be obtained at a cheaper rate from 
Spanish barilla, but a heavy duty kept it out^. This duty 
rose from £5 5s per ton in 1787 to £11 per ton in 1819, 
and the price of alkali rose in proportion. But the 
manufacturers clamoured for reduction — ^rightly enough 
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from their point of view — and succeeded in obtaining it. 
In 1822 the duty of barilla was reduced to £8, in 1823 
to £5, and in 1830 to £2. At a later date it was removed 
altogether, but even before that time the reductions in- 
flicted great hardship on a poor population. The price 
of alkali fell from £11 per ton to £4. It is said that at 
the height of the kelp industry from 40,000 to 60,000 
people were dependent on it. The steady growth of 
population intensified the misery which followed. Land- 
lords became embarrassed as well as people ; yet it is not 
to be forgotten that landlords often endeavoured to provide 
work to stave off destitution. It is recorded, for instance, 
that in Skye in 1828 a sum of £15,000 had been spent in 
this way on the Macdonald estates. 

Throughout the period there are constant references 
to distress and to emigration. In the summer of 1828 two 
vessels sailed from Lochmaddy for Canada, with 600 souls 
on board, and others were preparing to follow. In 1829 
vessels left Skye for Cape Breton; in 1830 "the fever of 
emigration " was raging in the county of Sutherland, and 
vessels departed for Canada carrying, it is said, over 900 
persons. At a meeting in Edinburgh in 1831, to 
present a memorial against the reduction of the duty on 
barilla, it was stated that in the Uists and Benbecula the 
population nimibered 12,500 persons, and that 7000 or 
8000 had no means of support, except the gathering of 
kelp. The representation had no effect. It was a ques- 
tion of diverse interests, in which the remote and the 
weaker went to the wall. An entry in July 1831 states 
that the poor people in the islands were most wretched. 
** Their best food consists of shell-fish, and a kind of broth 
made of sea-weed, nettles, and other wild plants, into 
which is infused a small sprinkling of oatmeaL" In 1836 
the island of Lewis suffered terribly from a odd spring, 
which destroyed the lambs and caused the death of several 
thousand sheep and 700 head of cattle and horses. Next 
year we are told that the failure of the crops in the 
western districts for two successive seasons had intensified 
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the distress, and an appeal for assistance was made both 
to England and Scotland. The want of fad in Skye 
drove some of the people to demolish their turf huts, 
the dispossessed owners being distributed among the 
other families. " We know not/' it is said, " that the 
history of the British people ever presented such pictures 
of severe unmitigated want and misery as are escemplified 
at this moment in the case of the poor Highlanders." A 
committee was formed in Glasgow which raised a sum of 
nearly £30,000, and aid came also from other quarters, 
including the Government. 

There is no satisfaction in dwelling on these things, 
but in the history of the time they cannot be overlooked. 
It must be remembered that this state of matters existed 
before the comixig of the great potato famine,, although 
there are indications that potatoes were already becoming 
a precarious crop. The circumstances of Skye are de- 
scribed in a paper published in 1838 by the late Bev. 
Alexander Macgregor (long minister of the West Church, 
Inverness), who was then a licentiate of the Church living 
in the manse of Kilmuir. He sets down the destituticm 
as due to the failure of kelp and herring, the fall in the 
price of black cattle, and the cessation of road-making. 
Mr Macgregor blames the custom of early and improvi- 
dent marriages, the low state of husbandry, and the 
constant sub-division of the soil, in consequence of which 
the population on many farms had doubled within sixteen 
years. He also mentioned that when emigration carried 
away the able-bodied, they left behind aged relatives 
who had lost their means of support. From all the 
crowded districts movement to the colonies went forward. 
In 1838 it is stated that an extensive volimtary emigration 
had occurred in Lochaber during the previous two years, 
and that 1200 persons (one thinks there must be some 
mistake in the figures) were now prepared to emigrate to 
Australia under the Colonial Act, which provided for free 
or assisted passages. In the same year a ship with 280 
emigrants from the counties of Ross and Inverness sailed 
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from Cromarty, and had a sad ezperionce, as the vessel 
waa leaky and the food insufficient. Evictions which 
occurred at the time in the island of Harris ezdted much 
conunent. In the latter part of 1841 there were riots at 
Durness, in Sutherland, caused hy evictions which the local 
tacksmen attempted to carry out. Other cases belong to 
a subsequent time. 

To resume the more general record. In 1840 Sir 
Bobert Inglis called attention in the House of Gommons 
to the sad circumstances of the Highland people, asserting 
that many of them had taken a pledge to confine them- 
selves to one meal a day. The editor of the '' Courier " 
said he had never heard of such a pledge, and at the 
moment there was no imusual crisis, but Uiousands lived 
constantly on the verge of destitution, " dependent solely 
on the potato crop.'' The Inverness Town Council 
declared that an organised ^tem of emigration was im- 
periously called for. In August 1840 it is recorded that 
three vessels, represented by one firm of agents, had in 
course of the season carried away 463 persons from the 
North Coast, and that 248 were from Caithness. Over 
500 persons went away from XJig and Tobermory in 1840. 
The parish minister of Croick, in Ross-shire, aooompanied 
a band oi emigrants from that district and from Assynt 
to Nova Scotia. In the spring of 1841 a ship with 190 
emigrants, most of them from the parish of Reay, sailed 
from Scrabster. In the same year Mr Henry Baillie, 
member for Inverness-shire, obtained a Committee of 
Inquiry from the House of Commons. He also pleaded 
for a grant of money, but this was refused. Mr Baillie 
said that " owing to the depression of the kelp trade, by 
the reduction of the duties on salt, sulphur, and barilla, 
many of the Highland estates were ruined, and the 
tenants and occupants deprived of the means ot living." 
In course of the inquiry, one of the ministers of Inverness 
attributed the destitution to the injudicious means taken 
to prevent emigration in the beginning of the century. 
The Committee, when it reported, found that an excess 
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of population existed on the weetem coasta of the counties 
of Argyll, Inverness, and Boss, snd in the islands; " and 
this excess of population, who axe for the most part, for 
a period of every year, in a state of destitution, was 
variously calculated at from 45,000 to 80,000 souls." 
The Committee was further informed ''that the famine 
and destitution in the years 1836 and 1837 was so 
extensive that many thousands would have died of 
starvation had it not been for the assistance which they 
received from the Government and the public; that the 
sum of £70,000 was collected and distributed at that 
period in the shape of food and clothing, and all the 
witnesses were of opinion that this district of the country 
was liable to similar visitations in succeeding years." 
Such was the condition of the people in the western 
districts and in a few spots on the mainland. It would 
be a mistake to suppose that it was anything like 
universal. In many fertile glens a moderate degree of 
comfort prevailed. The remedy proposed by the Com- 
mittee was emigration, assisted and regulated by the 
Government 

Sheep fanning, which had taken a substantial hold 
in the Highlands before the end of the eighteenUi 
century, developed steadily in subsequent times. A Par- 
liamentary paper published in the History of the Highland 
and Agricultural Society, gives a tabulated statement of 
the acreage and live stock in the counties ol Scotland for 
the year 1811. Hie document is tsken from a careful 
digest made from authentic sources by Mr J. Marshall, 
and printed on the recommendation of a Committee of 
the House of Commons in 1833. From this paper we 
take the following figures of the sheep stock in the North- 
em Highland Counties in 1811 : — 

Invemessrshire, Mainland, and Islands 154,000 

Boss and Cromarty 60,946 

ButherUnd 37,130 

Caithness 12,748 

254,824 
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In this oomputatioxi the Island of Lewis is reckoned with 
the other Hebridean Islands, so that a little more than 
its fair proportion is assigned to the ooimty of Inverness. 
On the mainland of the county the numbers are given as 
50,000, about a third of the total for the shire and Lewis. 
Authentic figures are not to be obtained for many years 
afterwards. The establishment of the Inverness Wool 
Market in 1817 proves the rapid extension of the industry. 
We find it stated in our columns in 1827 that according 
to the best information ''about 120,000 stones of wool 
and 150,000 sheep were disposed of on terms generally 
agreeable to all parties." This, however, seems to have 
been an unusually prosperous year. In the first edition 
of the Andersons' Guide to the Highlands, published in 
1834, the average amount of transactions at the market 
is computed at 100,000 sheep and as many stones of wool. 
The same work states that in a report of a committee 
appointed at the market of 1832, the number of sheep 
annually exported from Invemessrshire was estimated at 
100,000, and that all the other northern counties yi^ded 
nearly the same amoimt, making a total export of about 
200,000. In the opinion of the authors, " the modem 
system of sheep-farming on a great scale seems to have 
been too generally adopted, with an inconsiderable degree 
of expedition, in some districts of the Highlands." 
Cheviot stock had by this time become the favourite 
breed in suitable localities. For the sake of comparison 
we give the numbers in the various cotmties, as reported 
by Mr HaU Maxwell, secretary to the Highland Society, 
in 1854. Under pressure from the Society, the Board 
of Trade requested its directors to collect statistics,, and 
the following are the returns of sheep in the Northern 
Counties: — 

Invemess-Bhire in 1864 542,028 

Ross and Cromarty, do. 251,619 

Sutherland, do. 162,103 

Caithness, do 76,469 

1,031,219 

In 1866, the return for Sntherland is 200,668 
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The vasti increase wbidi had taken, place in forty-three 
years is the meet conclusive proof of the eoonomio change 
which had occurred in the Highlands within the period. 
For another quarter of a century the sheep industry con- 
tinued, with some fluctuations^ to expand, but since then 
vital changes have greatly transformed the Highland 
area. The returns recently issued by the Board of Trade 
give the following figures for 1906 : — 

Invernefls^hire 632,880 

Roes and Cromarty 262,002 

Sutherland 196,453 

Ciiithneea 124,197 

Total 1,114,632 

It will be observed that the total now is not much greater 
than it was in 1854, and if allowanoe were made for the 
imperfect character of the early returns, the difference 
would probably be imperceptible. The fact that arable 
farmers nowadays keep many more sheep than in former 
times, likewise disguises in the statistics the actual reduc- 
tion which has recently taken place in the sheep-farming 
area. 

A change was coming over the agriculture of the 
district similar to that which had occurred in pastoral 
farming, though slower in operation. The old primitive 
system of tillage was disappearing. The work of reclamar 
tion had begun, which continued until the middle of the 
seventies, when the drop in prices made it unprofitable. 
Improved qualities of seed were introduced, and draining 
and fencing went forward. A note in our colmnns in 
1839 draws attention to the great improvement which 
had occurred within the previous twelve years, enabling 
many parishes which had formerly imported produce to 
contribute a share of exporta " Thorough drainage and 
bone-dust," it is stated, " have revolutionised the surface 
of the earth; and if the whole kingdom were brought 
under the improved system of tillage, the com produce of 
Britain would far exceed the wants of its population." 
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Though this hope was destined to disappodntment, the 
paragraph shows the spirit of activity that prevailed. The 
Invemesa Farmer Society was resuscitated, and sodeties 
in other places stimulated general interest. Ploughing 
matches were held for the encouragement of farm servants. 
They were not exactly a new development, but they seem 
to have been revived and made more popular. 

The Highland and Agricultural Society did yeoman 
service in imparting an impulse to every form of agricul- 
ture. At the first show of this Society held at Inverness 
in 1831, shorthorn cattle were represented by only two 
cows, and the Aberdeenshire polled by two bulls, four 
heifers, and one cow. There was, however, a good display 
of Highland stock, and a fair representation of Galloways, 
though the latter were in the hands of three exhibitors. 
The show of sheep was extremely small, but this must 
have been due to difficulties of transit rather than to any 
other cause. Horses made a more satisfactory appear- 
ance. At the second show,, held in 1839, there was a 
great advance. Highland cattle were again to the front, 
but other dasses had multiplied. In shorthorns there 
were twelve aged bulls (three from the south of Scotland), 
three yearling bulls, and four bull calves; also nine cows 
and four heifers. In pdled cattle, of all dasses, there 
were eight bulls, nine cows, and five pairs of heifers. 
There were also a few Ayrshires, with a considerable 
display of extra stock. Horses are described as a meagre 
show. In sheep the blackfaced were few, but the display 
of Cheviots seems to have impressed some of the visitors. 
The offidal history of the Sodety, from which we have 
drawn these particularB, says merely that they '' mustered 
fairly." This evidently r^^ers to numbers. The con- 
temporary report in our columns, speaking doubtless of 
quality, and using language of pardonable exaggeration, 
says that " the show of Cheviots was by far the best that 
had ever been exhibited under the auspices of the Sodety." 
In corroboration of the remark, we are told tJiat "a 
gentleman from Northumberland states that at the exhibi- 
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tions in the North of England, no such Cheviot wethen 
had ever been exhibited." Wherever the exact truth on 
this point may lie, it is clear that Cheviot sheep were now 
in the ascendant in the district A few Leioesters and 
Southdowns were also forward. The gate money at Inver- 
ness in 1831 was £71 138 6d, and in 1839, £211 Is 6d. 
The second show was a great affair in the North. It was 
celebrated by a dinner, at which about 780 persons 
attended, accommodation being provided in a pavilion 
specially erected. Our report mentions that the entries 
at the show numbered 879, " within about twenty of the 
great Glasgow Exhibition." 

Farm buildings began to share in tiie general improve- 
ment. In 1827 a newspaper letter avers that three- 
fourths, or even four-fifths, of the Highland peasantry 
lived in black huts of a well-known type, still existing in 
the Hebridea Much better provision was made for the 
pastoral and larger dass of agricultural farmers, but even 
their houses would seldom bear comparison with those of 
the present day. The Messrs Anderson are again an 
authority that may be quoted. " The residences of the 
better classes in the Highlands," they say, ''are now 
(1834) provided with the usual comforts and conveniences 
of life. Farm-houses of moderate pretensions are not in 
general remarkable for neatness or comfort; but the 
better class of such dwellings are substantial and well- 
furnished, while the landed gentry in many cases have 
gone to an expense in the style of their houses quite 
unsuited to the value of their estates. Stone is the 
universal material used in the construction of dwelling- 
houses. These are frequently harled or white-washei 
on the outside with slaked lime.'' It is doubtful if many 
farm-houses at that time were slated, and in any case 
slated farm-steadings, even in the lowlands of the district, 
were not common until a later date. The Messrs Ander- 
son give " on a rough conjecture " the value of the exports 
from the Highlands and Islands. They estimate the 
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exports of sheep and wool at £250,000 a year; black 
catUe also at £250,000; herrings, £200,000; grain, 
£100,000; salmon, kelp, wood, pork, Ac., £100,000; 
whisky, £200,000; making a toUl of £1,100,000 a year. 
About half of the herring export is assigned to Caithness. 

The history of sport in the Kghlands can only 
be written by an expert, but side-lighta are thrown upon 
it from many sources, including our newspaper columns. 
The fascinations of sport in all its fonns, on moors, in 
deer forests, in lochs and rivers, existed long before they 
became a source of sohd income to Highland proprietors. 
Payments may have been made by visitors on a limited 
scale before there was any general system of letting, but 
the Hberty to shoot was evidently in manv cases an oppor- 
tunity for hospitality. We can go back to Colonel 
Thornton's tour in Scotland in 1786, when he occupied 
Raitts, in Badenoch, and enjoyed shooting and fishing 
throughout the whole district. This was not his first 
visit, for he mentions having been in the Highlands ten 
or twelve years before, and notes the "luxiiry and 
effeminacy" that had crept in during the interval. As 
time went on visitors became more numerous, and prac- 
tised sport in a free and easy fashion. The following 
advertisement which appears in the " Invemes Journal " 
of October 2nd, 1907, tells its own story: — 

" Presebvatiom of Game. — Sir Ceorge Mackenzie of 
Coul, Bart ; Sir Roderick Mackenzie of Scatwell, Bart ; 
Henry Davidson, Esq. of TuUoch; William Mackenzie, 
Esq. of Strathgarve ; and Alex. Mackenzie, Esq. of Ord, 
having found the game on their Estates very scarce, owing 
partly to the severity of last spring, but chiefly to un- 
authorised persons destroying it, and travellers shooting 
on their way to and from Ijochbroom, have resolved to 
prevent, by every means in their power, all unqualified 
and unauthorised persons from injuring it They there- 
fore give warning to all persons who may have occasion 
to travel on the Ullapool Bead, and to all others, not 
to shoot on their grounds; and request of their friends 
not to ask leave to sport on their property during the 
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rsnuunder of this, or during the neizt season, as then lb 
jubilee is to be given to the Game." 

Advertisements asking friends to avoid for a s e ason 
making requests for sport appear occasionally at Ister 
dates. Ab a rule, however, in the opening decades ol 
the nineteenth century many gay parties found entertain- 
ment during the autumn months. In 1811 Sir Humj^iry 
Davy was in the North, and again in 1821 he was shoot- 
ing and fishing in Bosa«hire, ''taking the campaign 
against the grouse " on the moors of Sir Qeorge Madkenxie 
of CouL The Duchess ci Grordon, who died in 1812, may 
have looked on Kinrora (if we may judge from letters 
recently published) as in some measure an exile,, but her 
presence there added to the livdiness of the district Her 
daughtw, the Duchess of Bedford, kept up the sucoessicm, 
and her son, best known as the Marquis of Huntly, 
delighted in having friends around him on. his Bade- 
noch property. In 1816 there are newspaper records 
of heavy bags on the Badenoch moors, all the heavier, 
it was supposed, because unf avouraUe weather had driven 
the grouse to the lower ground& In the early thirties 
the traffic in August is reported as heavy — " there never 
was a time when the Highlands had so many visitors." 
GkxKi roads, coaches, and steamers were now carrying 
their autumn freights to the Highlands. The growth of 
shooting rents is noted by the Messrs Anderson in their 
Guide in 1834. " It has now,'' they say, 'become a com- 
mon practice for Highland proprietors to let the right of 
shooting on their grounds. Moors may be had at all 
prices from £50 to £500 for the season, with aooommodar 
tions var3ring according to the circumstances." We fancy 
the latter figure was very exceptional. Hie late Earl of 
Malmesbury in his Memoirs gives us some particulars. 
Writing of the year 1833, he says: — 

" This was the first year that the Highlands became 
the rage and that deer forests were made and rented, 
but for prices not exceeding £300 a year. Sir Harry 
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Qoodrick, who was a leader among tihe young himtiiig 
men, hired Mar Foreet, and Lord Einnaird, Fealar in 
AthoL We paid the latter a visit in August, at Boesie 
Prioiy, and I went with him, Mr Errington and Oount 
Matiischewitz, the Russian Ambassador, to a bothy at 
Fealar. ... I went later to the Isle of Skye and 
to Harris. I was harboured at the latter by Mr Stewart, 
a gentleman farmer and breeder of cattle, and had the 
run of the island, which belonged then to Macleod, and 
the grouse, deer forest, and fishing, all of which are first- 
rate, were offered to me for £25 a year. It has been 
purchased since by Lord Dunmore, and the sporting right 
let for £2000 a year. At that time (1833) a stranger 
could fish and shoot over almost any part of the Highlands, 
without interruption, the letting value of the ferae naturae 
being unknown to their possessors." 

The Andersons, however, afford contemporaiy evidence 
that the change, at least as regards grouse shooting, had 
begun earlier than Lord Malmesbury remembered. His 
own first e3qperience as a lessee, it will be observed, was in 
a district which was then considered remote. Sir Alex- 
ander Muir Mackenzie thinks that the renting of moon 
commenced about 1809 (Chambers's Journal, February 
1906). If this was so the returns for years must have 
been too small to be reckoned important. It was in the 
end of the twenties and the beginning of the thirties that 
the businees began to assume considerable proportions. 
The late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E., who was bom in 1803 
and died in 1883, oorroborates this in his Beminiscences. 
He says that in early days " it was reckoned mean to take 
money for the privilege of shooting and fishing, and the 
letting which now brings in such vast revenues did not 
become general till 1826 or 1830.'' Probably Sir Alex- 
ander Muir Mackenzie refers to the Southern EUghlands, 
where letting seems to have begun earlier than in the 
North. 

The late Evander Maciver says that when he entered in 
1834 on the factorship of the Tulloch estates in Ross^hire, 
there was only one shooting let, Achnaderach, near Garve, 
at a rent of £100 a year. The Lochbroom shootings, he 
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says, had never been let, and all the shootings round 
ToUoch weire kept in the proprietor's own hand& We 
find it noted in our oolumns in 1835, that is the very next 
year, that Lord Southampton had taken the shootings and 
fishings of Lochbroom, and in the same year there is a 
list of forty sportsmen in shooting quarters. In that year 
also the shootings and fishings of Strathconon are adver- 
tised, with the information that the place had been let for 
three years previously, and that its tenants certified that 
it afforded excellent sport. " One of them wrote that 
an ordinary shot might with great ease bag 20 brace of 
grouse a day, and that he and one companion killed 13 
brace of ptarmigan in about half-an-hour." The right of 
shooting over extensive districts in Sutherland — ^to include 
red-deer ''with certain limitations'' — ^was advertised in 
1836; the shootings of Achnasheen in 1837. In 1840 a 
tract in Lochaber, extending to about 20,000 imperial 
acres, was advertised as suitable for conversion into a deer 
forest, the inducement being held out that ''by adding 
three or four thousand acres more, these farms might be 
brought almost into contact with an old-established regular 
forest, which has been for a century or two strictly reserved 
from sheep and cattle, and is at present well stocked with 
deer." The deer forest of Glenloyne, on the Glengarry 
estates, was in existence at the same time, having been 
formed by the last notable chief, who was an ardent 
sportsman. 

An article which appears in our columns in 1841 gives 
an estimate of the value that was then attached to High- 
land shootings. It is stated that grotmd capable of 
yielding 500 brace of grouse would let for £125, and if 
the house accommodation was good and the moor of high 
reputation, " we have known lOs a brace offered for a 
month's shooting" — a rate which would work out at a 
rent of £250. One red deer, we are told, was equal to a 
hundred brace of grouse, which would mean a rental of 
from £25 to £50 per head of deer. About the end of our 
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period books on sport began to be pabHahed, the most 
famous being those of Mr William Scrope and Mr John 
Colquhotm; later came the works of Charles St John. 
Mr Colquohun died in 1885, and writing some years earlier, 
he says — " Forty years ago there were no Scotch sporting 
books, and the few English ones were merely works of 
instruction and dry detail. Now, however, the Scotch 
books on mountain, forest, and river sport occupy no mean 
place in our national literature. How much these books 
stimulated the demand for Scotch shootings it would be 
difficult to say; at all events, wild shooting rose pro- 
digiously in the market after their publication. Forty 
years ago capital small ranges were to be had from £150 
to £180. The rapidity with which these rose to thrioe 
that amoimt was moet disheartening to keen grouse- 
shooters of moderate incomes. The oompetitioa for the 
firstKilass beats was even greater, and I have been told 
by agents that the claimants bid each other up to such a 
figure that they were sometinues ashamed to take the 
highest offer." Sir Alexander Muir Mackenzie says that 
the Drumouchter shootings let for £80 or £90 in early 
days, while in 1906 they had risen to £800. 

Coaching was in its heyday during our period and for 
some time thereafter. A daily mail began to run between 
Inverness and Aberdeen in 1811, and there was no change 
in the official route for the next twenty-five years. But 
the central road! to Perth had advantages which com- 
mended it to private enterprise. There was an attempt 
to run a coach upon it in 1806, which was continued by 
an enterprising solicitor, Mr Peter Anderson, after it had 
been abandoned by his associates. In 1809 we had a 
regular service established, three times a week in summer 
and twice a week in winter, which was destined to endure. 
In 1826 there was an effort to make the service daily, but 
judging from subsequent notices, it was premature. Until 
1836 the Caledonian Coach, as it was called, continued 
to travel according to the original arrangement^ being 
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latterly croiwded in the autunm numths with toaristi, 
qMrtBinen, and their baggage. At length, in the sum- 
mer of 1836, the Oovemment acceded to petitiotia to run 
a daily mail between Inverness and Perth, and the Cale- 
donian was withdrawn to make room for the postal con- 
veyance, which was "spick and span new, with new guards 
in new liveries, and horses that find no difficulty, even at 
the ugly Pass of Slockmuick, in clearing nine miles an 
hour/' At the same time there were no fewer than four 
daily coaches running between Inverness and Aberdeen, 
and even at an earlier date it is stated that seven different 
stage coaches passed daily to and from Inverness. One 
can understand how much Hveliness this created in the 
streets of the town. Mr Joseph Mitchell enables us to 
realise the condition of travelling in those djiyt. He 
says: — 

'' In my early days coaching was very alow and im- 
perfect The coachman's drive was limited to one stage 
of ten or twelve miles; thereafter he tended his horses 
and prepared them for the return journey. His reward 
was sixpence from each passengM'. The roads throughout 
the country became very mudi improved between 1830 
and 1840, and coaches improved also snd became 
numerou& A few yean after 1840 coaching in Scotland 
was brought to its greatest perfection. A great impetus 
was given to it by an association of some county gentle^ 
men, chiefly Mr Ramsay of Bamton,, Mr Barclay of XJry, 
Lord Glenlyon, and others. They started a ooadi 
between Edinburgh and Aberdeen. Tlieir coaches were 
luxurious and handsome, the horses beautifully matdied, 
and of the first character, harness in good taste and of the 
best quality. The drivers and guards, in their uniform of 
red ooats and yellow collars, were steady and respectable 
men, great favourites on the road, obliging, full of con- 
versation and local knowledge, and several of these played 
with no mean talent on the bugle and comet. Tune was 
kept to a minute, and so complete and perfect was the 
wh<de establishment that a highly paid veterinary surgeon 
was employed to tend the horses and see that they were 
properly looked to." 

During the same time steamers plied on the Cale- 
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doaian Canal and in fihe western seas, and ventures were 
made in the Moray Firth, but at first with only partial 
success. Ab travelling increased, the aooomxnodation for 
travellers improved. There is a curious passage in the 
Guide-Book so often quoted, commending the better class 
of inns on frequented routes, and saying that even in 
other houses the tourist will often be agreeably surprised. — 

" Oonsiderixig the reoent establishment of these inns, 
and the want ^ familiarity on the part of the Highland 
peasantry with the more refined habits and comforts of 
the South, the business of innkeeping has fully kept pace 
with the other improvements of the country. If much 
refinement and elegance is not to be seen, there is at least 
abundance of substantial commodities; no lack of bladk- 
faced mutton and poultry, with the addition of sahnon, 
and various other excellent fish, on the searcoasts; and 
indeed scarcely a bum but affords trout Hie traveller 
may everywhere calculate on the luxuries of tea and sugar, 
and generally loaf-bred or biscuits; eggs and milk, with 
whiBky, Ac, always in abimdance. . . . We may add 
that the horse will be as well off as the rider, good stabling 
being seldom wanting. Neither need the Saxon be appre^ 
hensive of finding himself at a loss to make his wants 
known, as it very rarely happens that individuals are not 
met with who understand the English language.** 

Hie condition of the Caledonian Canal engaged atten- 
tion in 1839. Mr Walker, C.E., rep(»ied that extens- 
sive operations were necessary to give the undertaking a 
fair chance of accomplishing its purpose, and a sdieme was 
set agoing for leasing it to a company for a period of years. 
A bill with this object actually passed, but the Commis- 
sioners were unable to effect a transfer on the terms pro- 
posed, and they had ultimately to undertake the work at 
the public expense. 

Hie Northern Institution for the F^motion of Sdenoe 
and Literature was founded in 1826, and had a life of 
ten years. It was a gallant attempt to establi^ a society 
for the purposes of local research, but came rather before 
its time. Its general secretary and chief prcmioter was 
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Mr Greorge AndencMi, then a young solicitor, a member 
ol a family who did much to excite interest in scientific 
pnrsuitB, chiefly arduBological and geological. His eldet 
brother, Mr John Andenon, W.S., was secretary to the 
Society of Antiquaries, and his younger brother, Mr 
Peter Anderson, was afterwards associated with Geoif;e 
as a legal practitioner, and as joint author of the Guide 
to the Highlands, a work to which frequent reference has 
already been made. Their father, Mr Peter Anderson, 
an active and ]M:oq>erou8 Inverness solicitor, and a leader 
in public improvements, died in 1823. At the first meet- 
ing of the Northern Institution one of the vice-presidents. 
Sir Geoi^ Mackenzie of Coul, presided, and offered a 
gold medal for the best essay on the State of Society in 
the Highlands in 1745, and on the progress which had 
been made during the subsequent period. The prize was 
awarded to Mr J<^m Anderson, and presented to him 
at a meeting held in October 1826. His essay^ along with 
an address delivered on the occasion by Sir George Mac- 
kenzie, was published in 1827 by Mr William Tait, 
Edinburgh. lliere is much that is interesting both in 
the address and the essay. Both speak of the changes 
that had taken place in the management of Highland 
estates. Sir George suggests that serious consequences 
would have followed if the people had been left undia- 
turbed. '' To those." he says, '' possessed of the talent 
of observation, who are acquainted with the habits of 
the Highlanders, it is obvious that misery and wretched- 
ness would have resulted to the population and beggaxy 
to the proprietors, while the country would have continued 
a wilderness.'' Mr Jc^in Anderson takes a more sympa- 
thetic view. He acknowledges the importance of the 
introduction of sheep, but thinks that the work was carried 
out with inconsiderate rapidity and impatience. ** It was 
certainly," he says^, " the imperative duty of the diiefy in 
sheathing his sword, to have provided for the martial 
soldiers who had done his behests in the stirring times of 
dan warfare; and to have afforded them an asylum* 
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either on the sea-ooaat, to which hia new policy did not 
reachy or in other valleys aa yet undevoted to the univeraal 
doom." Mr Anderson gives instances of the advance in 
the value of landed property, rentals or purchase prices 
having increased from six to eight times within a period 
of forty yeara. These figures show the temptations to 
which proprietors were subjected. 

The Northern Institution began with great prospects 
of success. In its first year the society numbered 100 
ordinary members and 49 corresponding members. The 
list included distinguished names, among them that of 
Sir Walter Scott, who was always ready to assist inquiry 
into the history of the past. The institution in less than 
two years received 156 donations for its museum, many 
of them comprising coQections of great interest. Financial 
support, however, proved intermittent, and in the end 
insufficient, and in 1834 the museum waa handed over 
to the directors of the Academy, who agreed to pay the 
debts of the society, amounting to about £80. ** The coins 
aJone/' we are told, " if sold as bullion, are worth this 
sum." After various vicissitudes the relics of the museum 
now lie in the upper rooms of the Free Library buildings, 
along with other gifts, mostly provided by the Inverness 
]F^eld Club, which started in 1876 in more fortunate 
drcumstancee than its predecessor, and still enjoys a 
healthy and vigarous life. The name of the Northern 
Institution is chiefly known to the public from the passage 
in Hugh Miller's '' Schools and Schoolmasters," telling how 
he called on Mr George Anderson with a poetical address 
to the members, written in imitation of the illuminated 
manuscripts of mediaeval times. At a meeting held years 
afterwards — indeed, the year after the museum was handed 
over to the Academy — Mr Anderson had the pleasure of 
showing fossil fishes from> the Old Bed Sandstone which 
Miller had sent from Cromarty. The Anderson brothers 
wrote on many subjects (see '' An Inverness Lawyer and 
his Sons," by Isabel Harriet Anderson, Aberdeen 1900). 
John Anderson, W.S.^ died in 1839, from the effects of an 
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accident, in the West Indian Island of St Vinoent^ where 
he had been appointed Justice. Mr Peter Andeinon, 
the youngest, died in 1868, while Mr George Anderson 
survived until 1878. 

The subjects of interest in the period aie so numerous 
that this introduction might be indefinitely prolonged. 
For details, however, readers must be referred to the body 
of the work. The late Dr CarrutheiB became editor of 
the ''Courier" in 1828, and for fiftv yean superintended 
the journal as editor and {nxjprietor. His early relations 
with Hugh Miller are illustrated under their proper dates. 
Sales of property and the sums paid for them indi- 
cate some of the changes that were in progreBR. Hie 
establishment of the Caledonian Bank in 1838 contri- 
buted to the prosperity of the district Hie popula- 
tioiL of the royal buigh of Inverness in 1841 is 
given as 9100, and of the landward part as 6318, making 
a total of 16,418. In the previous returns the town and 
parish were not discruninated, and if Uie ezpressioii ^' royal 
buiigh " is to be taken as exact, a portion of the town 
must have been included in the landward part in 1841. 
The total of both town and parish in 1801 was 8732, and 
at the last census (1901) it had risen to 27,046. The com- 
parison is best taken as embracing both town and parish, 
as the boundaries otherwise are rather uncertain. The 
populaticm that could properly be called urban numbered 
23,066 in 1901. 
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|tJB Second Series of Notes on 
the Nineteenth Century be- 
gins with the year 1825. It 
will be observed that the 
Northern Institution, a so- 
ciety of the same nature as 
the Inverness Field Club, was started this 
year through the energy of the late Mr 
George Anderson, solicitor. The institu- 
tion existed for a good many years, and 
formed a Museum, of which some fragments still 
remain in the Free Library Buildings, augmented 
by subsequent donations. The most interesting 
articles in the old Museum, however, disap- 
peared before it was resuscitated. The 
Northern Institution did good work in its 
day. Unfortunately it did not issue Trans- 
actions, and no permanent record remains, 
except a prize essay written by Mr John 
Anderson on the State of Society in the 
Highlands in the period succeeding 1746. 

In the summer of 1825 Marshal Maodonald, 
Duke of Tarentum, visited the battle-field of 
Culloden and the home of his parental ances- 
tors in the Hebrides. He was the son of Niel 
Maodonald or Mackichan, a preceptor in the 
Clanranald family, who accompanied Prince 
Charles and Flora Maodonald in their hazard- 
ous journey through Skye. He had been 
educated at the Scots College in Paris, and 
it is recorded, ^^roved a great comfort to the 
Prince in his wanderings, by talking to him 
in the French language about matters of im- 
portance in their difficulties." Mackichan 
himself escaped to France, where he was ap- 
pointed an officer in Lord Ogilvie^s regiment 
of the Scots Brigade in the French service. 
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His son, the famous Manhal, was bom in 
1765, and entered the army at an early age. 
Though one oi Napoleon's MarahaJs and faith- 
ful in his senrioe, Maodonald was a man of 
the old school, and refused to rejoin the 
Emperor when he returned from Elba. He 
was honoured by the restored soyereigns, and 
was made Chancellor of the Legion of Honour. 
He died in 1840. Contemporary notes of his 
Tisit to the Highlands are given below. Bom 
at Sedan in Noyember 1765, he waa at the 
time oi his visit in his sixtieth year. 

The state of Scottish prisons was at this 
time deplorable. The details which are given 
in an official report under date November 
16th, seem almost incredible at the present 
day. 

From the " Inverness Courier,^ 
1825. 

January 6.— The Rev. James Morrison was ap- 
pointed assistant and successor to the Rev. 
Roderick Morison in the parish of Kintail and 
Presbytery of Lochcarron. 

Ibid. — ^An abstract is given of the Act for the 
final repeal of the Salt Tax, passed in the pre- 
vious June, and brought into operation on 5th 
January. It is stated that exactly two vears 
before the duty on English salt was reduced 
from 308 to 48 per cwt.. while the duty in 
ScoUand waa generally relinquished altogether. 
'*Salt IB now selling in town at fivepenoe per 
peck. In a few days it ought to be still less." 

January 20. — ^While some workmen were digging 
a new road on the estate of Drumduan, near 
Forres, they found a skeleton on the Gallow 
Hill, about 200 yards east of Nelson's Monu- 
ment. ''The circumstances connected with this 
discovery are curious and indisputably true. 
About eighty years ago a soldier was sentenced 
to be shot for desertion, and to heighten the 
impression he was led out from the jailof Forres 
to the Qallow Hill, dressed in his grave clothes, 
on a St Lawrence Market day. The runner, 
who had stopped at Bum-end (formerly a public- 
house about two miles east from Forres), ar- 
rived about an hour after the sentence had been 
executed with, among other official despatdies, 
a reprieve for the poor fellow. The spot where 
the skeleton was found was generally known 
by the name of the 'Sodger^s grave' ; and there 
are two or three oi ihe inhabitante who remem- 
ber the day on which he was ^ot. It is not 
long since the man who made the coffin died." 
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Seyeral other skeletons were found in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 

January 27. — ^'^On a late visit at Dunvegan 
ORstfe, the seat of Macleod of Macleod, the 
Duke of Buckingham being informed that a 
daughter of Flora Maodonati waa present, de- 
sired to be introduced to her ; be walked across 
the room, and kissed, in a very respectful man- 
ner, this venerable old lady, now nearly 70 
years of age. During an entertainment in the 
Caatie, his Grace treated h^ with' marked 
attention — ^invited her to a fete on board his 
vadht and attended her on shore. At parting, 
he took from his pocket a beautiful snuff-box, 
and throwing out the contents, placed within it 
a white rose (the well-known emblem of 
Prince Charles), and presented the box to the 
daughter of Flora." 

February 3. — ^It is announced that the shares of 
the Inyemess Water and Gas Company, amount- 
ing to £10,000, had all been taken up and the 
lists closed. The whole sum, with toe excep- 
tion of about £500, was subscribed by persons 
immediately connected with the town and 
neighbourhood, 

February 17. — ^At a Court at Tain no fewer than 
130 persons were prosecuted for offences against 
the Excise laws. Heavy fines were imposed^ in 
one case as much as £100 for illicit distilla- 
tion. The Justices expressed their determina- 
tion to put down smuggling. Heavy fines were 
also imposed at a Court m Dornoch. It was 
stated that in the County of Cromarty smug- 
gling had been almost entirely abolished. 

ICarch 10. — A meeting of gentlemen desirous to 
form an institution for the promotion of science 
and literature, and for the establishment of a 
museum, was held on the 4th inst., Provost 
Robertson in the chair. About twenty gentle- 
men attended. Mr George Anderson explained 
the views of the projectors, and the meeting 
formed itself into an Association, to be called 
"The Northern Institution for the Promotion 
of Science and literature." Mr George Ander- 
son was appointed interim secretary, and he 
received a vote of thanks for bringing forward 
the scheme. 

March 17. — *' Within the last twelvemonth a num- 
ber of valuable estates in tho County of Ross 
have changed proprietors. The wide districts 
of Strathconon, Ardross, Muirtown, and Miln- 
craig now yield their annual returns to some 
genSemen of t&e Law in Edinburgh — ^the 
owners. Last week the estate of Redcastle and 
the Ferry of Kessock, in the same county, was 
purchased by Sir William Fettes for the large 
sum of £136,000. In 1786 the property was 
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bought for £26,000. The whole of the Iiland of 
Lewis (with the exception of Stomoway) was 
also last week brought to judicial sale before 
Lord Medwyvi, and after being set u^ at 
£136,000, was purchased by Mr Mackenzie of 
Seaforth for £160.000. The Joint Stock Pro- 
perty Company of Edinburgh were said to be 
the opposing bidders. This state of affairs is 
not unlikely to create a change in the political 
state of the County of Ross.*^ 

Ibid. — ^A meeting of the Celtic Society was held 
in Edinburgh, Mr Macdonald of Staffa presid- 
ing. One of the objects of the Society was to 
distribute a hundred guineas in prizes to the 
leading scholars at 25 of the most extensive 
Highland schoola Among the qualifications 
entitling candidates to compete, it was re- 
solved that "after the present year** they 
should '' habitually wear the Highland dress. 
A general rule was laid down that wtierever two 
candidates seemed to be possessed of e(|ual 
merit, as to the special subject of competition, 
the prise should be given to the better pro- 
ficient in the Gkielic language. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Kingussie, on the 
4th instu, after a severe and lingering illness, 
whidb he bore with the greatest ^patience and 
resignation, the Rev. John Robertson, minister 
of that parish, in the 68th year of his age and 
the 38th of his ministry. ** In Mr Rol^son 
the Church of Scotland has been deprived of 
a distinguished ornament, and his family and 
parish have sustained an incalculable loss. 
There was in his character a happy union of 
great intellect, fervent and rational nietv. and 
zeal tempered by judgment and controlled by 
discriminating prudence. As a preacher his 
talents were of no common order." 

Ibid. — Died, at Lano^well, in the parish of Loch- 
broom, on the 13th ult., Thomas Mackenzie, 
Esq., aged 82. ''He was tbe last in that part 
of the country of the well-educated, well-bred, 
and intelligent class of farmers called 'the old 
school.* He was the sixth in succession of the 
same family on the same farm. His body was 
conveyed over a distance of eleven jniles to the 
place of interment, on the shoulders of above 
five hundred Highlanders, who spontaneously 
assembled to render to his memory that last 
melancholy tribute; and he was laid in the 
grave amidst a multitude of weeping relatives 
and friends, by six sons, all grown up and able 
men.** 

Mardb 24. — ^The first general meet ins; of the 
Northern Institution was held on the 23rd inst., 
Sir Qeorge Mackenzie, Bart, of Goul, in the 
chair, "hir G^rge Anderson presented to the 
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meeting a great variety of donations forwarded 
by seyeral contributors, lliese included a com- 
nlete series of the coal deposits of Brora. Mr 
Naughton presented thirty-two varieties of 
Ancient Scottish and English coins, and a two- 
edged Andrea Ferrara, found some years ago 
in the neighbourhood of the town, specimens 
of vitrified matter gathered from the vitrified 
forts in the counties of Inverness and Ross were 
given by Mr Anderson. The office-bearers were 
elected as followv: — ^President, the Duke of 
Gordon; non-resident vice-presidents — Sir 
George Mackenzie of Ooul, Sir Thomas Dick 
Lauder, Professor William Fraser-Tytler ; resi- 
dent vice-presidents — Provost Robertson, Oip- 
tain Eraser of Balnain, and Mr Grant of 
Bug^ht ; treasurer, Mr Reach, solicitor ; general 
secretary, Mr George Anderson; Latin secre- 
tary, Mr Scott, Royal Academy ; Gaelic secre- 
tary, Rev. Duncan Mackenzie; inspector of 
ancient manuscripts, Mr Alex. Mackenzie of 
Woodside ; curator of the Museum, Mr Naugh- 
ton, jeweller ; members of Council — Dr Nicol, 
Mr Suter, junior; Rev. Mr Clark, Rev. Mr 
Fvvie, Rev. Mr Fraser, of Kirkhill ; and Mr 
Macbean, solicitor. Ilere were also corre- 
sponding members, and a number of distin- 
guished non-resident honorary members. Sir 
George Mackenzie offered a gold medal for tbe 
''best account of the State of Society and of 
Knowledge in the Highlands of Scotland, par- 
ticularly m the Northern Counties, at the period 
of the Rebellion (^ 1745. and of their prosress up 
to the establishment of this LutitutioiL/' The 
meeting resolved to circulate queries through- 
out the Northern Counties for the purpose of 
collecting accurate and detailed information re- 
garding the remains of Celtic and Danish an- 
tiquities, and any ancient MSS., traditions, Ac, 
deserving preservation; also to frame an ad- 
dress to be circulated at home and abroad for 
the purpose of soliciting contributions for the 
Museum. 
Ibid. — ^The Morayshire Farmer Society announces 
that the Highland Society has offered a prize of 
ten sovereigns for the l)est field of turnips in 
the County of Moray, not under ten Scots acres 
in extent, to be eaten off the land by sheep in 
winter and spring. This c^er was made ''with 
the view of introducing that great and long- 
wished desideratum in Morayshire farming — 
eating turnip off the land by sheep — aod to excita 
the attention of the storemasters (Tflockmasters) 
in Inverness, Ross, and Siitherlandshires, to a 
warm and dry situation, where they could de- 
pend on finding abundance of winter food to 
fatten their stock for the early markets, or to 
increase the fleece and carcase." 
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March 31. — ^''In framing the ooDditiinu of the 
leasee on an extenaive estate in this conntVy 
amonff many beneficial regulationa to be ob- 
seryed by the tenant, the pronrietor hae intro- 
duced one clause to the following effect: — 
'That any tenant convicted of illegal distills 
tion or of anr ofienoe t^ierewith connected, 
either by himself or by any person or persons on 
his farm, shall thereby forfeit his lease, and 
subject himself to immediate removal from his 
farm.' AnoUier clause set forth that 'each 
tenant possessing a house and offices of the 
value of £100 and upwards, shall be bound to 
have the same regularly insured against fire, 
in some established insurance office, at lus own 
expense.' " 

April 14.~-0n the 9th insU, while workmen were 
engaged trenching ground about half-a-mile dis- 
tant from the Druid Temple at Levs, they 
came upon a stone coffin about three /set long, 
two feet broad, and two feet deep. The interior 
of the coffin was filled with a mixture ap- 
parently composed of sand and burnt bones or 
ashes, rolled quite smooth on the top; and 
imbedded in it were two small urns. 

April 21.— The Public Records of Scotland were 
lately printed by his Majesty's command under 
the direction of the Deputy-Clerk Register. A 
copy, consisting of fourteen large folio toI- 
umes, was presented to the Northern Institu- 
tion. 

Ibid. — ^The same number contains an extract from 
the Report of the Parliamentary Commission- 
ers, containing a hiffh tribute to the services 
of the late m MiU^ell, their principal Road 
Inspector, who had died the ^vious year, at 
the ap[e of forty-five. The nunute states that 
for eighteen years Mr Mitdiell had superin- 
tended the formation of all the Parliamentary 
Roads and Bridges ; which with military roads 
had latterly been upheld under his most vigilant 
inspection to the extent of 1183 miles. *'Mr 
Mitdb<»irs personal exertions in an office of the 
most laborious description always sur|>assed 
what was expected of him, and the desire of 
the Commissioners to limit the extent of his 

J'ourneys may be traced in their restriction of 
lis travellinff allnwances to 7000 miles per 
annum; but nis seal outran all personal con- 
siderations, and the whole of his journeys, as 
ascertained by the daily account of his occupa- 
tions, were not charged asainst the Commis- 
sioners; in fact, he traveUed little less than 
10,000 miles annually, without regard to the 
weather, the most violent storms usually call- 
ing him out to administer prompt remedy to 
the casualties then most likcay to occur." The 
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Minute continneB — ^^Wben intelligenoe of Mr 
Mitchell's dangeroiui illnees reached London, 
great uneaaineas waa felt at the difficulty of 
aupplying a temporary aubatitute, the roada 
being li£ely to aufier from ajiy relaxation of 
attention to them. In this difficulty Mr Tel- 
ford, not without inoonyenience to himself, waa 
preirailed on to despatch to Invemeaa one of hia 
aasiatanta, Mt Joseph Mitchell, who was 
familiar with the progreaa of Highland road- 
making from hia earliMt youth, and had also 
been trained to maaonnr before he had an op- 
portunity to acquire skill in surveying and other 
accompbflhmenta under Mr Telford. Mr Joseph 
Mitchell now continues to fill his hte fathers 
office to the entire satisfaction of hia employers, 
and of all those with whom he haa oocaaion to 
transact buaineas." 

Ibid.— A Select Committee on the Salmon Fisher- 
ies of Scotland prepared a Report recommend- 
ing the extension of dose time and other im- 
portant chansea. The Committee recorded 
their opinion ^Uiat the Salmon Fisheries of the 
United Kingdom had for many years rapidly 
decreased, and there waa reason to apprenend 
that this decrease would i^oceed still more 
rapidly unless efFectual measurea were taken for 
tiieirpreaervation. 

April 28.~'<The Rev. Mackintoah Mackay, who 
naa for some time past been engaged upon the 
publication of the Gaelic Dictionary, haa been 
presented to the pariah of Laggan, which be- 
comea vacant through the tranalation ol Rev. 
Mr Shepherd.** 

Ma^ 4. — ^Report of meeting of Northern Institu- 
tion. Among articlea presented were a collec- 
tion of Prince Charles Edward's Prodamationa 
and Papers ; beautiful etchines of t&e inscrip- 
tions on stones in the North of Scotland, by Mr 
D. C. Petty, Kent; and by Dr Nicol a leaden 
heart formed in the manner described in the 
Pirate for a charm. 'In this specimen the re- 
semblance to a human (heart and the great 
blood vessels proceeding from it are very strik- 
ing." 

May 12. — An important alteration is announced 
in the running of the mail coach between Edin- 
burgh and London. 'The whole distance will 
be performed within forty-six hours, induding 
stoppagea." This was connected with an ac- 
celeration of the mails to and from the North. 

Mav 19.~"The Cathotic Relief Bill passed the 
House of Commons Tuesday week dv a ma*- 
jority of 21, and was borne in triumph to the 
Lords by Sir John Newport and a throng of 
members on Wednesday ni^t. It was then 
read in the House for a first time. Hie second 
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blage of six hundred persons at Honghbeg. 
There be met with some of his own relatiTes, 
and distribated two hundred soTereigns in dona- 
tions. He dined at Nanton, and i^ept in the 
room which had been ocoupied by Flora Mac- 
donald. 

Ibid. — lliere is a review of Mr John Anderson's 
History of the Frasers, just published. 

August 10. — ^Tlie Commissioners appointed to 
establish new churches in the Hignlaods and 
Islands give in their first report. 

September 14. — ^A report of tne Commissionen of 
Hevenue states tnat illicit distillation has 
greatly diminished, but express disappointment 
at the extent to which it is still carried on. 
This they attribute to the mistaken opinion 
still entertained by Magistrates in certain dis- 
tricts that they are at liberty to mitigate penal- 
ties according to their own discretion. 

September 28. — The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous we^ The horse racing excited 
lively interest. Two gold cups were given, 
each value a hundred guineas, besides minor 
prises. Hie Ross-shire gentry, headed by Mr 
Davidson, yr. of Tulloch, seem to have taken 
the most active part in the races. 

October 5.— Alexander Mackenzie elected Provost 
of Fortrose; Major Charles Lennox Oumming 
Bruoe of Roseisle and Kinnaird, elected Provost 
of Nairn ; and James Augustus Grant of View- 
field elected Provost of Forres. 

Ibid. — ^The Provost and Town Council of Forres 
conferred the freedom of the burgh on Sir James 
MacflTigcMT, M.D., Director-General of the Medi- 
cal Uepaitment of the Army. On the same oc- 
casion Sir James was entertained to^dinner by 
the local authorities. He was married to a 
Forres lady, daughter of the late Provost Grant, 
and sister of distinguished officers. The death 
of Lady Macgrigor^s mother is noticed below. 

Oct^>ber 12. — ^A meeting of Magistrates and in- 
habitants was held for the purpose of promoting 
a Police and Improvement Bill for the Burgh 
of Inverness. 

October 19.— The Synod of Sutherland and Caith- 
ness having resolved to aid the Societv for Edu- 
cating the Poor in the Highlands, tne Society 
appointed the Bev. Mr Fraaer, of kirkhill, and 
t£e Rev. Mr Sa^e, of Resolis, as a deputation to 
preadi and receive contributions. The amount 
collected in the Synod was £124 16s lid. 

Ibid.— ''Died, at Forres, on the 11th inst., aged 
82, Mrs Jean Grant, relict of the late Duncan 
Grant, Esq., Provost of FcMrres. This much- 
respected \adj having been deprived of her valu- 
able husband while their numerous family were 
young, bad great merit and satisfaction in their 
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pro^M in life. It is remarkable that at one 
period of the late war she had not, out of aix 
BODS in the aerrice of their country, one in 
Europe ; but three of them having accidentally 
returned to the parental roof juat previona to 
her decease, they had the melancholy satisfac- 
tion of solacing her latter moments and of at- 
tending her remains to the grave." 

October 26. — ^Very painful feelings were ezdted 
by the loss of the steamer Comet, plying be- 
tween Inverness and Qlasgow. On the mining 
of Ftiday, the 21st inst, she was run down 
between Qourock and the dough Lighthouse 
by the steamer Ayr, outward bound. Im round- 
ing the point the vessels came in contact with 
such force and violence that the Oomet went 
down almost instantaneously. Only ten per- 
sons were saved out of 80 who_ were believed 
to be on board. One of the saddest cases was 
that of Captain Wemyss Sutherland and his 
young wife, who were mairied at Muirtown, In- 
verness, in the beginning of September. liCrs 
Sutherland was the eldest daughter of Mr Duff 
of Muirtown, 

Ibid.— ''A bet between Mr Fraser of Cnlduthel 
and Mr Shepherd, of Inverness^ was this dav 
decided in favour of the latter gentleman. Cul- 
duthel wagered that Mr S.'s mv mare would 
not trot a distance of eight miles in half-an- 
hour, and this distance was trotted in twentv 
six minutes and a^half with great ease by lur 
Shepherd on the Aird Road, from near Bogroy 
to tne Canal Bridge of Muirtown." 

Ibid. — ^At the Michalmaa Head Court for Ross- 
shire, Sir Wm. Fettes proposed the establish- 
ment of a steamboat at ifessock, whidi was 
agreed to. At the same Court strong complaint 
was made that many clergymen insisted on dis- 
pensing the Coinmuni<Hi at times 'Vhen the 
labours of seed-time and harvest were being car- 
ried on," thus in some instances causing serious 
loss. Special mention is made oi a case in 
which the minister, in the end of the August 
preceding, insisted on having the Communion 
in spite of the remonstrances of his heritors. 
The meeting adopted a series of resolutions on 
the subject, concluding as follows : — ^'That this 
meeting feel that great inconvenience to the 
community and injury to our holy religiim and 
to morality is occasioned by the immense as- 
semblages usually convened on these occasions, 
in co n sequence of that solemn rite being too un- 
frequentty dispensed in the several parishes; 
therefore, that the very reverend the Synod of 
Rooi be further requested to enjoin their mem- 
hen to dispense, m their respective parishes, 
this sacred ordinance at least annually — speci- 
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ally avoMUoff the perioda of leed-time and bar- 
▼ett, agreeaoly to the spirit and in oonfonnity 
with the iniunctions of the DirectoiT for the 
pnblic wonoip of Qod in our Church, which 
particnlariy req[uire 'that the Gommnnion be 
freqaeatly admuustered, and at inch perioda 
ae may be most convenient for the comfort and 
edification of the people.' " 
November 16.~The conditicm of the Sooitith gaola 
waa at this time the subject of official inquiry. 
A Oommittee of the County of Inverness, of 
which Mr Qrant of Rothiemnrchus waa con- 
vener, considered the subject and issued a re- 
port It appean that in 1818 no fewer than 
d8 of the Royal Bur^s of Scotland returned 
their gaols as insufficient in point of security 
and accommodation. The foliowins is one of 
the paragraphs in the Report: — ^"For neither 
the religious nor moral instruction, nor medical 
care of the i^isoners, is there any provision 
whatsoever in any of the ordinary gaols of 
Scotland. There is no chapel nor assembly of 
the prisoners, on any occasion, for religioas 
worsnip, in any one of them ; no chaplain nor 
regular attendance of any clergyman ; no sur- 
geon or medical visitM', nor any provision for a 
Ctuitous supply of medicine and advice. 
itly, so Ur from any attempt being made to 
encourage or promote habits of industry, the 
construction A the gaols and their crowded 
state, render it impossible for those who might 
be the most industriously inclined to betuce 
themselves to any useful employment." Another 
paragraph says — "Anything like well-aired 
places of oonmiement, either for debt<mi. for 
pers(His committed for trial, or for convicts; 
any fire-places in the cells or apartments d 
criminals ; any means of taking air or exercise 
by any prisoner ; any attention to cleanlin e ss 
these things are almost entirely unknown." The 
burden of maintaining prisoners and prisons fell 
on the burghs, and most of the burghs were 
little better than insolvent. The gross income 
of the burgh of Inverness is stated at £1569 
12s 4d, but after deducting sums applied to 
particular purposes, only £425 Is 6d waa left 
at the command of the burgh for the admini- 
stration of the law, ''so that the most rind 
and parsimonious economy will hardly keep the 
townS debt from increasing." The Report 
states that the gaol in the Bureh of Inverness 
was not sufficient for toe accommo- 
dation of either the civil or criminal prisoners 
confined therein ; but so f ar aa the aooommoda- 
tion went the gaol was perfectly adequate for 
the secure custody of its inmates. The question 
for consideration was whether the cost oif main- 
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taining the gaols ahonld be extended to the 
countiefl, or whether it should be borne by 
the aaticmal excheauer. 

December 7. — *'At iJagpore, on the 29th June 
hmti Alexander Fraser Maclachlan, assistant 
surgeon on the Madras Establishment, eldest 
son of the Bey. James Maclachlan, Moy." Mr 
Madachlan was M.D. of Edinburgh, and had 
» distinguished Uniyersity career. 

December 14. — ^A meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply and Freeholders of the County of In- 
Temess was called to discuss the question ot 
the Com Laws. A long series of resolutions 
was proposed in faTour of maintaining these 
Uiws. An amendment was proposed declaring 
that it was premature to enter on such a dis- 
cussion, and that the interests of the County of 
Inverness were more pastoral than agricsolturaL 
The most animated speech against the resolu- 
tions was made by Mr Grant of Corrimony. On 
a division, the amendment was adopted by 32 
votes to 7. Hie ''Courier " in an article com- 
mending the decision of the meeting, says : — 
"Probably ten times as much com is brought 
into this county as can be sent from it; and a 
large part of the population are, from utter 
want of bread, compelled to subsist for months 
every year on potatoes, shell fish, or sea weed ; 
and yet this is the oounty in which it is at* 
tempted to take a lead in getting up petitions 
crying out for dear com." 

December 21. — **Wff have frequently adverted to 
the sslutary effects produoed by the Distillery 
Laws, which came into operation about this 
time twelve months. From North to South we 
are gratified with the certain and pleasing in- 
teDigence that the pendcious traffic of the 
smuggler, with all its baneful effects, is going 
down fast before the operations of the lar^ dis- 
tiller. ThuM has a judicious and well-directed 
legislative measure, affording encouragement 
wad protection to the lawful trader, effected in 
one uiort year more than a host of ExciseiQen 
were able to accomplish in the Highlands for 
Uie last half-century, and more than they would 
do for fifty years to come. The revenue at 
the same tune has been much benefited. We 
learn from unquestionable authority that the 
duties on malt and spirits alone, in the Inver- 
ness District, amounted to £1300 for the last 
six weeks, giving an increase of £870 on the 
duties of the corresponding six weeks of the 
former year. l%ese duties were paid from the 
Inverness, Fortrose. Millbum, and Brackla Dis- 
tilleines; and we learn further that from an 
extension of the w&rks just mentioned, and the 
establishment of new distilleries at Inverness 
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and At Dores, on Loch-Nea^ it ii probable that 
the duties for the enauing eix ween will nearly 
doable those of the last. This is exclusive of 
licences of all kinds. In Ross-shire, Suther- 
land, and Caithness the effects of the new Dis- 
tillery Laws are equally satisfactory." 

December 28. — "The University of Edinburgh has 
conferred the degree of D.D. on the Rev. Alex- 
ander Rose, one of the ministers of Inverness. 
This degree, we have occasion to know, was be- 
stowed ^uite spontaneously on the part of the 
University ; and the honour is the more marked 
inasmuch as it is the first of this kind which 
has been conferred b^ that distinguished body 
for a considerable period." 

Ibid.— Tliere is a notice of the "Sutherlandshire 
Magazine,*' which was to be published about the 
miodle of January. 

Ibid. — ^There is a report of the trial of the master 
of the steamer Comet on a charge of culpable 
homicide. The indictment stated that the num- 
ber of persons drowned was "62 or thereby." 
The master was convicted of neglecting to dis- 
play lights, and was sentenced to three months' 
imprisonment. 
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A striking feature at this time was the 
want of education in the Highlands, and the 
efforts that were undertaken to provide 
means for improved instruction. The Church 
of Scotland, as usual, took an active part in 
promoting educational facilities. Principal 
Baird preached in Inyemess, and collections 
were made in the churches amounting to 
£60. 

In the summer of 1826 a new Parliament 
was elected. There was distress throughout 
the country, but in spite of that party spirit 
had sunk to such a low ebb that interest in 
the election was very languid. It is curious 
to be told that ''even in some instances burgha 
are almost advertising for members to repre- 
sent them." In the county of Inverness, 
however, the Right Hon. Charles Grant had 
to face a contest, the opposing candidate 
being Lord Maodonald. Mr Grant seema 
to have been regarded as a Whig of rather 
advanced opinions, and possibly there was 
also a feelins in some quarters that father and 
son had held the representation for a suffici- 
ently long period. Readers will be inter- 
ested in seeing an account of a contested 
election, held at a time when the electorate 
was so small. Mr Grant was returned by a 
large majority, as majorities then went. At 
the same time his brother, Robert Grant, was 
elected member for the burghs without a con- 
test. 

Locally the year was notable on account 
of other incidents. The first daily coach was 
run between Inverness and Perth ; there was 
the introduction of gas light, which had been 
''partially tried" before the year closed; and 
there was the memorable storm at Uie time 
of the Martinmas market, in which many 
lives were lost throughout the Highlands. 

1826. 

January 4.— A paper circulated by the General 
Assembly states that the Synods of Argyll, 
Glenelg, Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness, 
Orkney and Zetland, containing 143 pariiB^es 
and a population of 877,730 persons, are in 
the urgent need of not less than 250 additional 
schoob. Taking an average of 42 for each 
school, the Committee calcufitte that there are 
10,600 children under the age of fifteen with- 
out the means of education ; and the Committee 
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are in fact satisfied that the munber ia much 
mater. "If peraona of all afi^es are indnded, 
the number of those not taueht to read ezoeeda 
belief. But how could it be otherwise when 
more pariahea than one are described as not 
having a sufficient number of schools to ac- 
commodate one- tenth of their population? 
Several are said to be in need of tAree and 
four, and one of even six schools; and as to 
another, the appalling fact ia mentioned that it 
conaista of 1000 square miles, and haa a popula- 
tion of 4747 souls, and that of these only 396 
have learned to read at all.'* 
Ibid. — At a meeting of the Northern Institution 
a number of articles of arch«oloffical interest 
were preaented. One is described aa foUowi: 
— ^''Capital of one of the pilasters which sup- 
ported the arched way paaaing from the old 
wooden bridse of Inverness through Oastle 
Tolmie, found in the course of the road recently 
opened from the bridf^e along the north bank 
of the Ness. Bailie Ferguson." 
January 4 and 11. — ^The two numbers contain 
notea on Northern towns, the observations of a 
summer ramble in 1825. There ia nothing call- 
ing for quotation in the notes, but they may be 
worth looking at by anyone in search of com- 
parisons. V/e are told that Fortrose is famed 
for its "Kniehts of the Awl/' or ahoemakwSy 
and RosemarKie for its weavers. 
Januarj 18. — A code of legal provisions for im- 
proving the condition of slaves waa introduced 
into Trinidad. 
Ibid. — ^There had been ten days of intense frost, 
and abundant skating in London. In Inverness 
it is noted that *'we have neither professor nor 
amateur in the exhilarating sports of skatinff 
or curling." The Highland road from Perth 
to Inverness was open, while the coaches on 
the other roada were greatly delayed. 
Ibid. — ^Upwards of loO Ciiiaholma and other 
natives of Strathglass had their usual match at 
shinty. The match was betwixt the Braea and 
the Strath. '*The Braesmen supported the 
character for auperior activity and expertnesa 
which they are said to possess, and though less 
numerous, carried the day." 
January 25. — ^Intimation of the suspension of the 
Lonclon booksellers, Hurst, Robinson, ft Co.. 
which involved the downfall of Constable ana 
the insolvency of Sir Walter Scott. 
February 1. — ^Amouj^ the articles presented to the 
Northern Institution was a cast of the (raid rod 
found at the Leys in 1824, given by Mr Naugh- 
ton. 
February 15. — ^Excitement aroused in Scotland by 
the proposal of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to abohsh one pound notea. 
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Febinary 22.— A meeting of heritors and texiants 
of houses was held to consider a local Police 
Bill proposed for the burgh of Inverness. There 
was a large attendance and a long discussion. 
In the end the Magistrates withdrew the bilL 

March 1. — There is a description of the monu- 
ment erected to the late Oharles Grant, M.P. in 
St George's CSiurch, Bloomsbury. The monu- 
ment was erected by the East India Company 
as a tribute of res^t to the memory of Mr 
Grant. It is descnbed a« one of the largest 
monuments in any church in London. 

March 15.— '^e have considerable satisfaction 
in observing that the project of a constant and 
daily conveyance by the Highland Road from 
Invemesi to the South, whim we have so long 
and so frequently advocated, is no longer a 
matter of doobt or difficulty with those who are 
best qualified to appreciate its possibility and 
its profits. Two co«M;hes, belonging to separate 
concerns, are now running between Pertn and 
Inverness three times a-week; and in a short 
time we find that one of these at least will run 
on that road every day." 

March 29. — ^"During the last week Scotland has 
had her full share of attention in both Houses. 
Besides the appointment of the most impartial 
Committee, nven in our last paper, to inquire 
concerning tne circulation of small notes, on 
Tuesday week a Committee was appointed, on 
the motion of the Lord Advocate, to inquire 
into the state of the Scottish prisons, which his 
lordship characterised a« truly disgracefuL" 

Ibid. — ^''A new Masonic Lodge was yesterdav con- 
secrated at Dingwall, called the Fingal Lodge. 
In the absence of Sir G. S. Mackenzie, Bart., 
Provincial Grand Master for Boss-shire» who 
could not attend on account of indisposition, 
the Lodffe was consecrated by Colin Mackenzie^ 
Esq. of Ealcoy, Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, with true Masomc solemni^, assisted 
by deputations from St John's Kilwinninff 
Lodge of Invemesi and St Duthus Lodge <» 
Tain, headed by their respective Masters, who 
acted as Provincial Grand Wardens." 

Ibid.— The death occurred at Brora on the 18th 
inst. of Alexander Urquhart, tidesman of the 
Customs, who is said to have been 111 years 
old. He was, it was stated, bom at Tain in 
1715. He possessed to the last a faithful 
memory of certain interesting particulars of 
the rismff of 1745, and had seen many of the 
leading (Mracten in it, particularly John Roy 
Stuart 'honest Sandy ,** as he is called, was 
never a soldier, but he was a sportsman and as 
deadly a shot a« ever took the heather. "Em- 
ployed in the capacity of gamekeeper to the 

8 
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lat« Eari of Sutherland, he had frequent oooa- 
■ion to be OD the moon with those noblemen 
and jgentlemen who nraally resorted to the 
North to enjoy the aporting seaaona. With 
Baron Norton, Sir Jchn. €k>rdon of Embo, and 
the late General Wemyaa, he waa a particular 
fayourite. Many of hia anecdotea and reparteea 
on thia and otner occaaiona are still remem- 
bered, to be langhed at right heartily; for al- 
thongn he waa a plain, nnaasaming aort of man, 
hia mode of conyeraation waa tinctured with a 
yenial kind of bluntneaa and aarcaatic humour 
peculiar to himaelf that rendered the aptneaa of 
nia remarka irreaiatible. and no peraon, how 
dignified aoeyer in rani, waa exempted from 
hia aatire." Urquhart waa an expert angler, 
and wouki talk with enthuaiaam of hooka, rods, 
and fliea, but he had a great contempt for what 
waa then the modem imprgyement of gut and 
aea-weed caating linea. Bylh'e intereat of Lord 
AnkeryiUe, he waa appointed, about 1780, tide- 
waiter of the Cuatoma at Inyemeaa, from which 
he waa aoon afterwarda tranaferred to Brora. 
He waa auperannuated in 1812, with an allow- 
ance of £& a year. ''He waa a man of yery 
temperate habita-— waa neyer known to haye 
been, eyen once, intoxicated. He would moat 
willingly take one glaaa of apirita, but no per- 



snaaion would induce him to so beyond tnat, 
aa he alwaya considered one aram nia gauge, 
aa he called it, and aboye that waa hurtful. He 



neyer complained of ill-health till within the 
hMt twelye months of hia life. Hia dreaa was 
inyariably the aame: full round-breaated coat, 
a yeat of old-fashioned cut, and a amaU, flat 
blue bonnet. A lady <mce made a preaent to 
him of a fine hat, but he conaidered it auch an 
inyaaion on the ancient righta of the bonnet 
that it waa laid aside and neyer uaed.** 

April 12. — A correspondent writes to express sur- 
prise that there ia ''neither a atick nor a atone" 
to mark the site of CuUoden Battlefield. Many 
yeara elapaed bef(»« thia want waa supplied. 

April 26. — On the preyious Sunday the Rey. 
Principal Baird preached in the Engliah (Hi^h) 
Church in support of the acheme for improymg 
the meana of religioua instruction in the Higb- 
landa. Hie collection in that church amounted 
to £47 la, and in other churcbea to £12 19a— 
total, £60. Principal Baird waa in Inyemeaa 
for aeyeral days, and waa preaented with the 
freedom of the burgh — ^"an honour," aays the 
para^ph, ''conferred, we underatand, on no 
indiyiduJBil since it was bestowed on Prince Leo- 
pold." 

Ibid. — The anniyenary of the Northern Mission- 
ary Society was held at Dingwall. 'Hie collec- 
tion and contributions amounted to £46 28 3d. 



i826] File of Inverness Courier. 19 

April 26 and May 3. — The fonner issue records the 
death of Sir Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Gair- 
loch, Lord-Iaentenant of the County of Ross, 
who expired at Conon House on 22nd April. In 
file next iBsne a tribute is paid to his memory. 
"Hospitality, generous, open, manly friendship, 
mild, unaffected, and what may be termed 
honest dignity of deportment, accompanied by 
hearty kindness, distmguished him in a remark- 
able manner. He took great delight in forward- 
ing the views of others, and was always ready 
to obey the dictates of benevolence, la pubhc 
affairs, where he differed from others, he did 
so in a manner that could not possibly offend." 
Sir Hector was sixty-eight years of age. 

May 3. — At the Inyemess Oounty meeting a peti- 
tion was adopted to the House of Ocmimons 
praying that the County should not be taxed 
wittt the burden of alimenting prisoners, which 
the Convention of Royal Burghs proposed as 
an alternative for the oetter regulation of the 
Scottish gaols and the due maintenance of the 
prisoners ooniSned in them. The same meeting 
adopted resolutions in favour of erecting tolls 
in the county in aid of assessment. It was 
stated that the burden of assessment was at that 
time upwards of 9 per cent, on the net rental 
of the county. 

May 10. — Mr Adam Davidson, writer, was duly 
admitted procurator in the Sheriff Court of 
Nairn on Friday, 5th inst. 

May 17. — ^The Inverness Auxiliary of the Inver- 
ness Bible Society held its fourteenth annual 
meeting on the 10th inst. The total .amount of 
funds accounted for by the treasurer was £281 
18s 9d. TtoM, however, included a balance of 
£77 19s 3d brought forward from last year, a 
le^^acy of £20, and a sum of £30 lis od, re- 
absed from the sale of Scriptures. 

Ibid. — A circular from the £jccise Office set forth 
that in conseauenoe of the extent and audacity 
with which a oand of smugglers, who had estab- 
lished themselves in GlenTN^aughty and other 
glens in that quarter of Aberdeenshire were car- 
rying on their operations and resisting the 
Kevenue officers, tne Earls of Aboyne and Fife. 
Sir Alexander Leith, and other nroprietors, haa 
instructed their agents, bSilins, and ground 
officers to render every assistance to the officers 
of revenue in destroying their smu^ling 
utensils, and burning the huts or bothies in 
which they carried on their operations; also 
to dismiss any tenant who was concerned in 
illicit distillation, and to take measures for nre- 
venting itinerant smugglers from cutting or pro- 
vidiog a stock of peat, lliese measures were 
recommended to the consideration of land- 
owners in the Highlands. 
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May 24.~^At a ipecdal county meeting held on 
toe 19th inst. resolutionB in fayour of impomng 
tolls were reaffirmed by a majority of 41 to 14. 

May 31. — ^At the General Aaaembly on 22nd May, 
a petition waa presented from parties in toe 
counties of Ross and GrcHuarty praying the As- 
sembly to take measures to enforce the regular 
celebration of the Sacrament in the different 
parishes in these counties, and to preyent the 
clergymen doing so daring the oenods of seed 
time and hanrest. The memorial stated that it 
had not been the practice to celebrate the Gom- 
manion regularly in yarions parishes in the 
counties of Ross and Cromarty; that in one 
parish it had been omitted for seyen years ; waA 
that in many it was unusuid to celebrate. 

June 7. — Parliament was dissolyed <m Uie pre- 
yious Thursday, 1st June. An editorial 
article says:— ''A large portion of his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers and of his Majesty's Opposi- 
tion think so much alike upon most subjects 
of general interest that a desire for the triumph 
of any paiticular principles as between these 
parties will now hardly suffice to render either 
yery strenuous in their exertions to secure seats 
for their adherents. Accordingly we find yery 
few places in which contests are expected, and 
eyen in some instances burghs are almost ad- 
yertising for members to represent them." 

Ibid. — ^A daily coach between Inyemeas and 
Perth began to run on the 6th inst. It was 
called the Caledonian Coach, and started from 
the Oaledonian Hotel at fiye in the morning. 
"The enterprising spirit," we are told, "of a 
few priyate indiyiduals has accomplished what 
has nitherto been deemed by many to be alto- 
gether impracticable, and accordingly we haye 
now an opportunity of ioumeying from this 
town to the Metropolis of Scotland, a distance 
of 160 miles, in the short space of 24 hours, in- 
cluding four hours' rest at Perth." 

June 21. — The election for the burgh of Hedon, 
in Yorkshire, took place on the j^th inst., the 
successful candidates being Colonel Baillie and 
Mr Villiers. "Colonel Biullie," says the para- 
ffraph, "is a gentleman of some property in the 
County of Inyerness, and a director of tne East 
India Company." Tlie Inyerness property was 
the estate of Leys. 

June 28. — ^The Inyerness .Sheep euid Wool Mkr- 
ket was held the preyious week. There was 
sreat apprehension that prices would be yery 
low, 'lower than thev were for the last thirty 
years," but this fear was not realised. The 
price of wool was as good as it was in 1822 and 
1824, and much better than it was in 1823. The 
prices of sheep were nearly as in 1820, which 
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-was an excellent market, and higher than from 
1821 to 1824. The market, however, was very 
fitiff , as sellers did not care to submit to a sub- 
stantial reduction from the rates of 1825. "A 
good deal of interest was excited on the seomd 
day by the decision of a sweepstake of £10 
for tu^, between Mr Sellar of Morrich and 
Mr Laidlaw, Eoiockfin. The tups were the 
best in the respectiye stocks of these gentle- 
men, and were shown fleeced and unfleeced. 
The judgment was in favour of Mr Sellar, who 
very liberally expended the sreater part of his 
winning in a 'gc? of claret. 

Ibid.— The Hon. Cblonel F. W. Grant of Grant 
was unanimously re-elected M.P. for the County 
of Moray at Elgin on Momiay last Colonel 
Grant gave a splendid entertainment in the 
afternoon to a numerous body oi gentkmen, 
freeholders, ftc., in the County Hall of Elgin. 

July 5. — ^'Inverness District of Burghs. The 
election of the Member of Parliament for this 
District of Burghs took place at FortixMe on 
Monday last, the 3rd curt., when Robert 
Grant, Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, London, was un- 
animously elected." This is the full report of 
the election for the burghs in the file of the 
above date. Robert Grant was a younger 
brother of the Member for the County. 

Ibid.~Sir J. W. Mackenzie of Scatwell was re- 
elected Member for Ross-shire. Sir Hugh 
Innes of Lochalsh, Bart., was for the fourth 
time elected memlher for the Northern Burghs 
without opposition. — Hie Hon. Alexander Duff, 
brother of the Earl of Fife, was chosen member 
for the l^ein Burghs. 

July 12.—There is a full report of the proceed- 
ings at the election of a member for the County 
of Inverness, the first contested election that 
had occurred for a long time. Opposition to 
the Right Hon. Charles Grant, Vice-President 
of the Board of TVade, had been threatened for 
some time. Colonel Baillie of Leys, Macleod 
of Macleod, and Lord Maodonald of the Isles, 
had all announced their intention of coming 
forward. The first two, however, retired, and 
tlie contest lay between Mr Grant and Lord 
Maodonald. At noon on the 7th inst. the free- 
holders assembled in the Court-house in Bridge 
Street, but the public interest being intense. 
Uiev adjourned to the High Church. Colonel 
F. W. Grant, M.P., was appointed Chairman. 
The church was crowded, ^rrhe front seats of 
the gallery were graced with the presence of 
several high-bom and elegantly dressed ladies** ; 
the large pew ''technically called the Latron" 
was occupied by the Chairman, the oandidatea, 
and a few friends; and Glengarry took poa- 



22 Inverness Courier ttutex, [1826 

■ession of the precentoi^B box. The i^Hc»- 
tiona of new clMmants to be placed on the 
Voters* Roll occnpiedi « large part of tlie pro- 
ceedings. Every^ case was arsaed bj CounaeL 
"Their contentions lasted mm about two 
o'clock on Friday afternoon until nine on Satur- 
day morninff^ ; and by this time tiie ladies in 
the gallery bad gone home, and manr of the 
freeholders were asleep. The latter, nowerer, 
wakened np when the next stage be^n. Sir 
Ewen G^eron of Faasfem, who was m his 87th 
year, moved the election c^ the Right Hon. G. 
Grant as Member for the Gbunty. Mr A. N. 
Macleod of Harris seconded the motion. Mac- 
leod of Macleod, after explaining how he had 
seen it his duty to retire from his own candi- 
dature, nominated Lord Maodonald, which pro- 
posal was seconded by Mackintosh of Mackin- 
tosh. Both candidates then apoke. The poll 
showed 49 votes for Mr Grant and 10 for U»rd 
Macdonald ; the latter being further supp<Nrtedl 
by 14 whose votes were tendered but rejected. 
Mr Grant was supported by tiie great majority 
of Highland Chiefs and gentry, wliose conn- 
dence m himself he spoke of with natural pride. 
He afterwarda entertained a company of 140 
to dinner. Lord MaodonaJd also entertained a 
considerable partv, and the rivals exchanged 
deputations and draok one another^s h«Uth. 

Ibid^A general meeting of the ZnTemeas Gas 
and Water Company was held in the Town 
Hall. Provost Robertson of Aultnaskiach was 
elected Chairman, and the following directors 
were appointed: — ^Mr Maclean, land surveyor; 
Dr Nicol ; Mr Macandrew, solicitor ; Mr Smith 
of IMlmore; Mr Grey, merchant; Dr Alexr. 
Macdonald ; Mr Macleod of PuUiill ; Mr Ed- 
wards, sc^citor ; Mr Simon Fraser, merchant ; 
and Convener Williamson. The buildings for 
the gasometer were reported as being nearly 
completed, and a considerable quanti^ of gas 
piping had arrived. 

July 19. — ^There is an article on the distnss pre- 
vailini^ throughout the countrr. 'Tt appears 
from the newspapers of the Midland and North- 
ern Counties of England, as well as those frmn 
the South and West of Scotland, that the num- 
ber of persons out of work is daily increasing ; 
and neither poor rates nor charitable contribu- 
tions will long suffice to support the immense 
numbers now dependent on them." The effect 
of the Com Laws was wannly discussed. 

July 26. — ^Lord Francis Leveson Gower was 
elected Member for the County of Sutherland. 

August 16.— "The number of distinguished and 
fashionable personages who have this vear 
visited the Highlamto of Scotland has oeen 
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beyond all mcedent. . . Every ihootdng- 
box m the HighJande, far and near, is now 
filled with aportimen of all ranks and condi- 
tional from the highe8tHM>iinding aristocratic 
titles down to the pleasure-hnnting Ck>ckney." 
In most of the cases mentioned, howerer, it is 
evident that the Highland proprietors were 
entertaining guests. 

September 6.— '''Ministers have done themselves 
infinite honour by resolving on their own re- 
sponsibility to open the ports for the im- 
mediate admission of foreign oats, oatmeal, rye, 
peaae, and beans, on payment of the followmg 
duties :— Oats, per quarter, 2a ; oatmeal, per 
boll, 2s 2d; rve, pease, and beans, per quar- 
ter, 3s 6d. Tnis measure, which secures the 
subsistenoe of the poor, at a period of appre- 
hended scarcity, is founded on information laid 
before his Majesty, by which it appears that 
the h<Hne average price of oats, pease, ftc., ex- 
ceeded that at which, by Act of Parliament, 
the importation of foreign wheat was allowed ; 
that the crops of oats, pease, and beans of the 
present year had failed to a considerable ex- 
tent ; and that a deficiency in the potato crop 
was apprehended in many parts of the United 
KingdooL These oonsider^ions, joined with 
the actual distress of the times, have induced 
Ministers wisely to adopt this measure for the 
relief of the people." 

September 20.— The Rev. Charles Bayne, some- 
time minister at Fort-William, was on Wednes- 
day, 13th inst. admitted to the pastoral chai^ 
of the Parish of Fodderty, vacant by the death 
of the Rev. Mr Mackenzie. 

September 27.— The NOTthem Meeting was held 
OD. the previous week, and indudd races at 
Dunancroy. Note is taken of the fact that the 
dinnen, which were held as usual on each of 
the thne days^ were attended by gentlemen 
only. ''We beheve that this year was the oidy 
one, since the Meeting was instituted in 1788, 
at which the ladies did not appear at the din- 
ner.*' No reason is assigned for their absence. 
A service of silver plate was presented to Mkr 
Fraser of Culduthel for his long and valuable 
services as secretary of the Meeting. 

Ibid.— Dr Robertson of Aultnaskiadi was re- 
elected Provost of Inverness. 

October 11.— "We understand that George Cum- 
ming, Esq., London, late representative in Par- 
liament for this District of Burghs, has, in 
the most liberal manner, on retirins from that 
distinguished situation, presented the town of 
Nairn with an elegant eight-day dock, of the 
most superior machinery. This recent mark 
of Uie worthy member^s attachment has been 
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tereits bad nniformlj receired his most aiaidii- 
out attentioiL" 

October la— It is lUted that the Right. Hon. 
William Dandaa, Lord Begiiter of Sootknd, 
hat been elected ProTott of Taio. 

October 26.— The Right Hon. Charles Grant, 
Member for the Connty of Inyemess, and his 
brother, Robert Grant, Member for the District 
of Burghs, were presented on the 21st inst 
with the freedom of the town of Forres. 

November 1. — At a meeting of the Northern 
Institution, it was announced that Mr John 
Anderscm, W.S., author of the History of the 
Frasers, and one of the secretaries of the So- 
dety ol Antiqnsries. waa the winner of the 
gjM medal presented by Sir George Macken- 
■ie of Goul, for an essay on the State of Sodety 
and Knowledge in the Highlands in 1745, and 
the Progress made to the Present Day. Sir 
Georae was present, and presented the medal 
to !& Anderson, delivering at the same time 
an address which is spoken of in high tenns. 

November 29.— On T'ridav the 24th inst. a dis- 
astrous snowi^tortn occurred, the effects d. 
which were long remembered. About seven in 
the morning a furious gale bunt out, accom- 
panied by thick falling snow and occasional 
showers of sleet. "The Martinmas Market, 
which held here that day, was the means of 
leading many persons from home, and the town 
was more crowded than could have been ex- 
pected from the state of the weather. During 
the whole of that day and the following night 
the storm continued unabated, and even in town 
it became a matter of peril to pass from one 
house or street to another. As little or no 
business could be done in the streets, many 
people resorted in groups to the shelter afforded 
oy the doses in town, and others to the public- 
houses, and it is to be feared that to the neces- 
sarily prolonged visits of the pe<^le to tiiese 
8 laces of entertainment, several of the acci- 
ents of that night must be ascribed. The 
loss of lives of people venturing home from the 
town to their places of abode in the country is 
variously estimated : there is a certainty, how- 
ever, that no fewer than 11 w 12 pensbed in 
the vicinity of Inverness. A man and a 
woman were found dead next mominff near 
Oastle Stewart, and two other ^rsons died on 
the road from this town to Nairn. A woman 
of the name of Grant, although accompanied by 
a sister, who could offer her little nelp, ex- 
pired at the bridge of Moniack, within a short 
distance of her own home. Two young men 
who left town for Strathdeam in tne evening 
were found in a state of exhaustion by the 
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wayside, and died ahorily thereafter while under 
the hands of some kind friends who were ad- 
ministering to their relief. Two men (Alex- 
ander Fraser, « labourer, andr Peter Ouneron, 
a wearer) were foand dead, the former near 
Guidrash and the latter near Ardedrean, in the 
hill between Urqnhart and the Aird ; a woman 
and her son, ai lx>y of fifteen years oi age, were 
likewise found dead at Duntemple, near the 
CSiorch of Boleskine, and within 2G0 yards of 
their own door. Urns there is the certainty of 
eleven persons at least having perished that 
evening. A tailw of the name of Fnuer, horn 
Gamabeff, in Urauhart, left Abriachan on Fri- 
day for his own nouse, and has not since beeoi 
hMtfd of. Two of the shepherds on the farm 
of Borlnm, near Fort-Angnstns, have likewise 
been missing since Friday; aod it is feared 
that these lart must be added to this melanoholy 
list of deaths. Many were fonnd on the roa<u 
in an ezhansted anil powerless condition ; but 
by the kind ministrations of passers by and 
neighbonrs, they have providentially re- 
covered." The coaches between Aberdeen and 
Inverness were delayed many hours bv the 
storm; one gave np the attem**t to make its 
way. To the North the roads were clearer, 
althoneh the mails had to be carried across 
the Ord of Caithness on horseback. The storm, 
having beffon on Ftiday morning, abated some- 
what on Satforday ; Sunday was comparatively 
dear, but still intensely cold and boisterous; 
"even Monday and l&esday were days on 
which no person who could stay in the house 
would be seen ontw** 

December 6. — ^A continuation of the account of 
the storm states that the loss of lives from the 
borders of Aberdeenshire and Perthshire was 
ascertained to be at least twenty-six, and there 
were a few people still missing. Besides that, 
more than twenty vesseb had been ^srecked, 
among these sixteen in the Moray Firth. 
There was great loss among sheep. Many 
trees had also been blown down. 

Ibid-^Tbe gas light was now ready for use in 
town, and had been partially tried, giving uni- 
versal satisfaction. Arrangements were made 
by which the town was to have about seventy 
publio gas lamps, besides twenty of the old 
stamp maintained in the suburbs and remote 
lanes. 

December 27. — ^There is a record of the death of 
the Rev. John Ross, who had gone out am 
leader and pastor of an English colony |>lanted 
hv the Ocumnbian Agricautural Association. 
Mr Ross had an active and varied career on 
the London press before he undertook this 
Mission. 

4 
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lb« year 1827 is memonble for the retire- 
fflent of Lord Liverpool from the ofBoe of 
Prime Mimster, which he had held for fifteen 
yean, and for the short and troubled term 
of George Oanning's Premiership. Lord 
LiverpooT was a man of remarkable taot, who 
kept together a party and a Osbinet com- 
posed or conflicting elements. In February 
1827 he was laid aside by an apoplectio 
seirore, but so difficult was it to fix on a sno- 
sessor that he was nominally kept in office 
nntil ApriL '*He never reoovered sufficient 
consciousness to enable him to resif^n hia 
office." In April the King, much a^unst hia 
will, called on George Canning to form an 
ftdministration. Though Oanmng had been 
a powerful Minister, ne was greatly dis- 
trusted by the Tory party, and seven of hia 
colleagues resigned. He managed to con- 
struct a Government with the aid of the 
Whigs, but his health was weak, and the 
opposition to which he was subjected wore 
out his strength. He died on the 8th of 
August. 

The Notes in Uie second part of 1827 give 
a good deal of information as to the social 
condition of the town and district. The 
youth of Inverness seem to have been lawless, 
and atrniggling was still far from extinct. 
The note on the ''black huts" in Highland 
parishes possesses considerable interest. 

From the '* Inverness Courier.** 
1827. 

Jaouary 3. — ^''Although the choice of gss lishts 
in toia ttown has become pretty ffenend m a 
very brief space of time, vet we think it right 
to press the matter a little further on the at- 
tention of our townsmen and of our readers in 
eeneral. In doing so, we feel ourselves justi- 
fied, inasmuch as it was only since our last 
publication that the formalities of establishing 
gas lights were gone into. On the evenings <3 
ThufMay and Saturday last, Mr Anderscm, of 
Perth, under whose special direction the gas 
lights of this town have been brought to so 
happy a state of perfection, delivered two lec- 
tures in the Town Hall on the benefits and 
economy of using this lisht in preference to 
any other kind- of artificial Ught yet discovered." 
A report of a passage of Mr Anderson's lectures 
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follows. The directors of the gas works and 
other friends celebnited the inauguration of 
the light by dinii)^ in the Caledonian Hotel. 

January 10. — ^The Duke of York died on Sth Janu- 
ary, in the sixty-fourth year of his affe. By 
his demise the succession to the Britisn Grown 
devolved on the Duke of Clarence, afterwards 
William lY. ; and it is noted that tiie next 
heir-presumptive was the Princess Alexan- 
drina Victona, daughter of the late Duke of 
Kent. 

Ibid. — A movement had sprung up in the North- 
ern Counties for ai lignthouse in the Moray 
Firth. Some of the petitions advocated the 
selection of Tarbatness as the site ; others pro- 
posed the Covesea or Stotfield Skerries. At 
this time there was no lighthouse west of 
Peterhead. The disastrous storm of the previ- 
ous November had given an impetus to the 
movement. 

Jaruarv 17.— Severe weather, which set in on 
the nrst day of the year, continued unabated. 
Frost, snow, thaw, and gales of wind, alter- 
nated in rapid succession. "Th«re has cons&- 
^ently been a sreater irregularity In the ar- 
rival of the mails than has been imown since 
the month of February 1823, when mne mails 
were due one monuns in thia town from the 
South. During the last fourteen days, four 
of the Caithness mails were due here at a time ; 
and the South maib were oftener than once 
from 12 to 16 hours behind their stated hour. 
The rivers flooded during the present week to 
an unprecedented extent.^ 

Hud. — ^Among ffifts presented to the Northern 
Institution &e following are noted:— An 
ancient stone reading desk, supported on a 
wreathed column, found while clearing out 
the foundations of St Giles Church, Elgm. Two 
beautifully sculptured heads, supposed to be 
from the roof of Elgin Cathedral. A small 
square of coloured g:laa8 and four copper coins 
found in the rubbish of St Giles Church. 
From Isaac Forsyth, Elgin. 

January 24. — ^It is noted that at a late meeting of 
the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, 
three additional stations were resolved upon, 
viz., Tarbat-Ness. in the Moray Firth; Qfipe 
Wrath, in Sutherland ; and the Mull of Gallo- 
way, in Wigtownshire. A paragraph in the 
next issue says that through the exertions of 
Mr Wm. Tounff, of Burghead, the Commission- 
ers were also likely to place a lighthouse at 
Covesea. 

February 14. — The subject of the Com Laws con- 
tanues to be vifforously discussed. In this 
iwue it is stated that uie Magistrates met in 
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the Town Hall to coiuider the piioes charged 
for bread, and reduced the loaf a hal^M^r. 
The following were the rates fixed: — ^The 
quartern loaf of fine flour, 9id ; the household 
kNif, 74d. '*T1ieae prices,** says the paragraph, 
''may be considered high, but taking tne ac- 
knowledged superiority of the Inverness bread 
and the price of flour into account, there is 
little cause for complaint." 

February 28. — ^Ihis issue gives a report of the 
meeimgin Edinburgh at whidi the authorship 
of the Waverley Novels was publicly discloseol 
The meeting was the festival of the patrons of 
the Edinburgh Theatrical Fund. Lurd 
Meadowbaok made the announcement in giving 
the health of Sir Walter Scott, and Scott, in a 
pawW SDMch, replied. 

March 7. --What is known as the apocrvpha con- 
troversy was at this time racing toroughout 
the country. It had to do with the sanction 
given by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety to the circulation on the Continent of 
the apo^phal books bound up with the Scrip- 
turea The Inverness-shire Auxiliary disoossed 
the question, and adopted the following resolu- 
tion: — ^''That the Inverness-shire Society for 
disseminating the Bible ought to have the 
power of employinff their funds •• they see 
most expedient, and therefore that tbey cease 
to be exclusively an Auxiliary to any Society 
whatever." 

March 14. — ^Terrible snow-storms were experi- 
enced in the early days of this month. The 
storms were even more severe in the South of 
Scotland and in the North of England than m 
the Highlands. In the gales a great many 
vessels were wrecked. 

March 28.— County meetings were held to con- 
sider the proposaU of the (Government on the 
Com Laws. At the Inverness meeting it was 
resolved that the price of 60s per quarter for 
wheat does not afford an adequate protection, 
as wheat cannot be grown in this country so 
as tx> remunerate th« grower at a less price than 
64s per quarter; that the price or 32b per 
quarter for barley does not afford an. adequate 
remuneration to the grower, as barley cannot 
be grown in this country at a l^s price than 
35s per quarter; and that 268 for oats per 
quarter is as low as that species of p^rain oan 
be grown without injury to the agriculturist. 
Other county meetings passed similar resolu- 
tions. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Dalkeith, on the 11th curt., 
Mrs Isabella Ramsav wife of James Watson. 
Esq., representative of the ancient families of 
Moray and Kiimaird of Culbm, in Moray* 
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April 4. — "The elegant new Reman Catholic 
Chapel built at Wester Eskadale, in Btrath- 
fflaas, by Thomae Alexander Fraeer, £w}. of 
Lovat, was opened on Sunday last for divine 
worship.*' 

libd. — One of the honorary members elected to 
the Northern Institution was Mr R. L Murchi- 
son (known later to fame as Sir Roderick), 
secretary to the Geological Society of London. 
A letter from Ifurchison was also read on the 
coal deposits at Brora. A paper was read on 
the seology of the River Findhom, written by 
Sir 1 homes Dick Lauder. A manuscript was 
also presented, which is described as "a curious 
local record of occurrences in Inverness, which 
appears to have been kept by the M family 
of Chives of Muirtown." 

Ibid. — ^An article on public libraries in the Vorth 
contains some interesting information. "The 
first book shop in Inverness appears to have 
been opened aoout the year 1775; but we be- 
lieve tnere are some persons still alive who 
recollect when the stationerv of our Northern 
Capital and its minor brethren waa supplied 
by the Postmaster alone, who generally sept 
a few sheets of writing paper, pens, and ink, 
stuffed in among 'lus packages ol dried plums, 
sugar, and tobacco. We have also bem told 
by some kind old friends that in theiryounger 
days the library of a respectable mghland 
laird often contained no more than a copv of 
the Bible, a few almanacks, and parcels of the 
old Edinburgh Advertiser or Scots Magazine." 
The oldest Subscription Library m the North 
was that of Mr Forsyth, Elgin. It was estab- 
lished in 1780, and now contained upwards of 
6000 volumes. In 1820 a Subscription Library 
was opened in Inverness, and about the same 
time similar associations were started in Nairn, 
CampbeUtown, DingwaQ, Tain, Slgre, Tober- 
mory. Fort-William, and Stromness. A library 
had been instituted at Forres some years be- 
fore. The article gives an account of the 
library of theological and historical books be- 
queathed to Inverness in 1740 by Dr James 
Fraser, of Chelsea, and still preserved in Uie 
Session-house of the Inverness High CSiurch. 

Ibid.— ''At Moy, near Forres, on the 17th ult., 
at an advanced ase, Mrs Grant of Moy, wife 
of the late Colonel Hugh Grant of Moy. This 
venerable lady was maternal aunt of toe Mar- 
quis de Lauriaton, Marechal of F^rance, of 
Francis John William Law of Lauriston, Esq., 
In the County of Edinburgh, and grand-aunt 
of Cullhig Charles Smith, Esq., Receiver- 
General of the Customs of England, brother-in- 
law oi Field-Marshal the DuCe of Wellington. 
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The morUl remuos fA Mn Qnuit wen eon- 
Teyed from Foitm hj % mat namber of the 
respectable gentlemen of tnis neigbbourhood, to 
the family buiyinff-groiind in the retired TaUej 
of Urqunart, on the banks of Loch-Ne« ; and 
her interment may be noticed aa beinff amonc 
the lingering instaocea of a genoine fii^^ilana 
funeral, where the wild mnaic %A the pipe, the 
feaat, and the shell formed indiapensaole ao- 
oompanimenta of the obaequiea." 

April 18.— Tbe Eari of liTerpool, who had been 
long Prime Minister, was stricken with apo- 
plexy in February, but retained office until 
ApnL It is now announccl that George Gan- 
nmg had formed a new Admioistration. but he 
was opposed by a strong section oi hia own 
party. Seyen colleagues resigned on hia ap- 
pointment aa Prime Minister. 

Dud. — ^The town of Inyemess is declared to be 
at this time ''in a state of immorality aad dis- 
order, scarcely eyer remembered.** there were 
many thefts and what are called note. "Such 
is toe disorderly state of the town that none 
but a braye man dare yenture to be out after 
nightfall, liable as he is to be insulted or to 
haye his pocket picked.*' Hie want of an 
efficient p<uice force encouraged thia state of 
things. 

Ibid.~?rhe preyious week a party of reyenue 
men were compelled to retreat from Strathglaas. 
They put up at the public-house at Comar, 
and were warned that if they did not instantly 
return, ''after what they had already de- 
stroyed/* w(Mve would happen to them. Mr 
Macniyen, who was in charse fA the party, dis- 
regarded the warning, and next morning set 
forward. "About two miles beyond the pub- 
lic-house a smart fire commenced mmi the upper 
grounds, and on airiying in a nsrrow pass of 
the roaa, his further progress waa opposed by 
about twent^r men, anuM with mussets and 
arrayed witmn gunshot. The Reyenue party, 
consisting of ten men, beins anned only with 
pistols and short cutlasses, had no altematiye 
out to retreat from the determined purpose of 
slaughter shown by the smugglers, and retired 
accordingly from the unequal contest ; nor is it 
of any ayail for the Reyenue officers to attempt 
a seizure in that quarter until powerfully re- 
inforced and efficiently armed." 

Ibid. — ^The prize essay by Mr John Anderson on 
the state of the Highlands is noticed at length 
in this issue. 

April 25.— 'The Right Hon. Charles Grant of 
Glenelg has paid a legacy of £200 left hf his 
father to the Society Ux FTopaffating Christian 
Knowledge in Scotland, lu Grant has made 
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ft fDrther donation of £60 from hinudf to Uiat 
Society." 

Ibid. — ^There is a long report of a trial oi three 
men horn Outhneas, charged with mobbing 
and riotinff at the Outhness election. They 
were found ffoilty of mobbing with intent to 
obetTQct, and were sentenced to three months* 
imprisonment As the Jail of Wick waa re- 
presented to be insufficient, thej were ordered 
to be confined in the Jail of Tam. 

May 9.— ^'Died here on the 25th ult., Mr John 
MiooL aged 62. The character of Mr Kicol 
aff(»aed an eminent example of thepower and 
beauty of Christian principle, ne was by 
trade a common mason, and was dep ' 



in his 3Gth year ; yet silthough blind and com- 
paratiyely indisent, he became an instrument 
of great usefumess, particularly in the exten- 
sion of rdicious ins^ction by means of Sab- 
batli SchocM; and he was regarded among a 
wide drde of erery rank as an object of 
general reyerenoe and esteem, for he adorned 
his zeUgioua profession by singular deyoted- 
ness, uprightness, and sincerity. His death 
being felt as a public loss, seyend of the Magi- 
strates and clergy of the town appeared as 
chief mourners at hia funeral, and on the fol- 
lowing Sabbath, the Rey. John Macdonald of 
Urquhiart deliyered an impressiye funeral ser- 
mon to a crowded congregation." 

May 23. — ^"We gather from the proceedings in 
Parliament that a great improyement has taken 
place in eyery branch connected with the 
trade of the manufacturing districts. There 
has also been a gradual improyement in the 
receipts of tlie reyenue since the commence- 
ment ai the present ouarter ; and the Minister's 
Budget is likel^r to oe much more satisfactory 
than was anticipated three months ago." 

May 30.— At the time of the meeting of the 
Qeneral Assembly, a hundred jgentlemen who 
took a warm interest! in the scheme for estab- 
lishing additional schools and catechists in the 
Hightands and Islands supped in the Waterloo 
H(%eL Principal Baird was in the chair, and 
the croupiers were Lord Glenorchy, Miacleod of 
Madeod, and Dr Ohalmers. It was mentioned 
that 35 schools had already been established, 
and means of instruction conyeyed to 2000 per- 
sons. The success of the scheme, it was stated, 
was specially due to Dr Baird. It may be 
noted that this supper party sat till two o'clock 
a.m. 

Ibid. — The Uniyersi^ of Tubingen conferred the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine on Dr J. I. Kicol, 
Inyemess, and elected him a member of the 
Faculty. 
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Ibid.— Lord Fnuicii Letcaon-Gower, having ao- 
o^ted office aa a CommiMioner of the Tmearary, 
had to nek re-election for the County of Snther- 
land The electum took place at Dornoch on 
the23id. 

June 13.— '^e notice with great eatiifacticm the 
progresi of eeyoral improyemente in the way 
of taking dowo old uid minotie honeee and 
building new and bandeome onee in their room. 
The turnpike and'the projecting larret which 
for apwarae fA a century disfigured our High 
Street it now giying way for a fine modem 
building of improyed conetmction. An old 
tenement in Bndge Street, f^poaite the Court- 
houae baa iikewiae been taken down, and anew 
one ia in ooune of being built. The G6mmer- 
cial Bankioff Company haye contracted for an 
elegant buixling in CSiurdb Street, and our 
Theatre in Ingua Street haa been conyerted 
into apaciooa aaopa" 

Ibid.— llie Inyemeaa Bible SocieU yoted £60 to 
the Britiah and Foreign Bible Society; £20 to 
the aame Society to circulate Hebrew Teata- 
menta among the Jewa ; £20 to the Irish Eyan- 
gelical Society; and to the Edinburgh Gaelic 
Society £20 m aid of a pocket edition of the 
Gaelic Bible— in all, £120.— The Northern 
Ifiaaionary Society held ita twenty-sixth anni- 
Teraaiy meeting in Inyemeaa. Collection at 
tlie gate, £46 10a; donationa and aubacrip- 
tiona, £83 15a. 

June 20.— The Cora Bill promoted by the Go- 
Temment waa met in the Houae <» Lorda by 
an amendment, propoaed by the Duke of Wel- 
lington. The amendment waa carried, and 
the bill waa lost. A temporary meaaure waa 
paaaed releaaing com m bond. 

June 27.— The Duke of Gordon died on the 17th 
eurt. at hia reaidence in Mount Street, Berkeley 
Square, London. He waa born in 1743, and 
•ucoeeded hia father in 1752. He married in 
1767 Jane, daughter of William Maxwell of 
Mboreath. who died in 1812, and by whom be 
had iaaue— Gewge, Marquia of Huntly, bom in 
1770; and fiye daughters, namely, Duchess- 
Dowager of Ridmumd, liady Maraaret Pal- 
mer, Duchess of Manchester, Marchioness 
Cornwallis, and Duchesa of Bedford. The 
notice of the Duke says: — ^"To those who en- 
joyed the hospitality of Gordcm Castle his affa- 
bility waa peculiariy pleaaing. It waa not the 
affected oondeacenaion of the great man to hia 
inferi<mi, but the genuine polit^iess of a noble- 
man who i^eaeryed his own dSgnity without 
forcing on others the consciousness of their own 
burner lot. He was for more than half-a- 
centuiy in possession of the Gordon Estatea, 
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and hii ienuiti were often htsad to remark, in 
their nnsophisticated atyle of praise, *tliat the 
Duke's word was as good as his bond.' That 
his Grace had failings which embittered his 
domestic life we shall neither deny nor extenn- 
ate ; but in spite of them we have no hesitation 
in saying that he will be long remembered and 
deep^ regretted bv those who had the honour of 
his acquaintance. Hie liar^uis of Huntly, 
who had long been » man of mark in the coun- 
try, now succeeded his father am Duke of Gknr- 
don. 

Ibid. — ^The improyed state of the country is the 
subject of a lone article connected with the 
annual Bheep and Wool Market. As to this 
maiket, the writer says:— •''We haye the best 
grounds for knowing that about 120,000 stones 
of wool and 160,000 sheep were dispoeed of on 
terms generally agreeable to all pjuties. The 
prices on an ayera«e were from 15 to 20 per 
centb higher than those of last year, and more 
than 50 per cent, better than could have been 
jusUy expected, considering the state of the 
country at the close of last year and at the com- 
mencement of the present one.*' 

Ibid.— John Peter Grant, Esq. of Bothiemur- 
chus late H.P. for Tayistock, is appointed one 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Bom- 
bay. 

July ^,— There is a notice of the death of ICr 
Alexander Wilscm, tenant oi Geryally, a natiye 
of Berwickshire, who had been brought north 
in 1798 by ICr Gumming of Belugas to super- 
intend improyements on his estate, lir Wil- 
son afterwards carried out improyements at Dun- 
phaH and Logie, and Mr Peterkin's property of 
Grange. He became tenant of the farms of 
Downduff, Logie, Ardoch, and Geryally, which 
"gaye him complete control oyer an extensiye 
ranse of the twin yalleys of the Findhom and 
Diyie, where the barren parts felt the full in- 
fluence of his exertions, and the ruffged wilder- 
ness became a smiling land, spreading its yel- 
low crops widely beneath the autumnal sun." 
The Gounties of Mora^ and Nairn, it is stated, 
benefited greatly by his superior skill in engin- 
eering public roads sjad other oountiy opera- 
lions. He is spoken of as » man of great in- 
diqpendence and integrity, and uniyenaUy re- 



l. — A ganff of thieyes who had long infested 
the town of Ihyemess attacked a man in the 
Green of Muirtown, and robbed him of » 
po^t-book containing a deposit receipt of 
£70. It is stated that seyen persona were im- 
plicated, and three young men were soon ap- 
prehended. "Hie state of the town," says the 

5 
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paragraph, 'loudly calla fSor the establishment of 
an efficient police, and a power to inflict aiun- 

nprnushmenta on ■ucn characters." 
I.— At a ffenend meeting of the share- 
liblders of the Gas and Water Company, the 
directors gaTe in their financial report, showing 
capitid stock called np and obligations due by 
the Company amounting in all to £6736. The 
directors did not think it would be prudent or 
adrantageous as yet ''to commence active oper- 
ations in the water department; but tbey 
trusted that at no distant period this improye- 
ment, so long and so mudi wanted in Inyemess, 
would be goue into." 
July 26. — At the High Court of Justiciary on the 
idth inst., two men from the Cabrach were 
tried for being among a party which had op- 
posed the Revenue officers with fire-arms. The 
party numbered from 15 to 20 men, and fired 
several volleys at the officers, wounding one 
man. The accused, who pleaded guilty to do* 
fcrcement, were sentenced to transportation 
for life. Other two had been charged. One 
did not appear, and was outlawed, while an 
objection was sustained to the citation of the 
otner. 
Ibid.— A. party of the 74th Regiment, whose 
depot was at Perth, was detached to Outleton 
of Braemar, and another from the 26th Regi- 
ment at Aberdeen to Oorgarf, with the view 
of assisting to suppress smuggling in tiiese quar- 
tors. 
August 1.— The remains of the lato Duke of GkM^ 
don were brought north to Oordon Oistle, 
where they lay in state for several days. On 
the 24th ult. they were interred with J^^ 
ceremony in the ftunily tomb in Elgin 
Oathedral. A long account is given of the 
funeral. 
August 8.— At a county meeting, it was unani- 
mously resolved to o-ect toll gates on the Foit- 
George Road and the Highland Road under 
the provisions of the Road Act, Mr Mitchell 
being authorised to erect these gates where he 
considered proper. The meeting resolved to 
apply for powers to erect further tolls. 
Ibid. — ^The death is announced of Mr Charles 
Pickton, teacher of the InvemesB Central 
School, where he had charge of 400 children, 
under the Lancastrian system. Mr Pickton 
was a native of England, and at the head of a 
large school in New York before coming to In- 
verness. He had to leave the Stetes on ac- 
count of ill-health. In Inverness he was very 
suooettful and much respected. 
August 15. — ^The death is announced of the Prime 
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Minister, George GanniDS, and a 'warm tribute 
u paid to hit talenU and services. 

Ibid. — ^Lord Colchester was at this time in the 
North on a tour of inspection of the Parlia- 
mentary roadi and bridges. He was presented 
with the freedom of the burghs of Inyemess, 
Diiurwall, Tain, and Dornoch. At Inyemess, 
at Uie same time, Hr Fraser of Loyat, 'Vho 
possesses a high hereditary claim to this priyi- 
lege/' was also presented with the freedom. 

Auffust 22. — ^"Jofan Macdonald, a Highlander, 
died at Edinburgh last week at the adyancea 
age of 107. He was bom in Qlen-Tinsdale, in 
the isle of Skye, and like the other natives of 
that quarter, was bred to rural labour. Early 
one morning, while loc^dng after bis black 
cattle, he was surnrised by the sight of two 
ladies, as he thou^nt, winding slowly round a 
hill, and apfvoaching the spot where he stood. 
When they came up, they inquired Ifx a well 
or stream where a dnnk of water could be ob- 
tained. He conducted them to the Virgin 
Wdl, an excellent springy which was held in 
great reyerence on account of its being the 
scene of some superstitious and legendary tales. 
When they had quenched their thirst, one of 
the ladies rewarded Macdonald with a sbillins, 
the first silyer coin of which he was possessed. 
At their own request, he escorted them to a 
gentleman's house at some distance ; and there, 
to his great surprise and satisfaction, he learned 
that the two ladies* were Flora Maodonald 
and Prince Charles Stewart. This was the 

Eroudest incident in Maodonald's patriarchal 
fe, and when surrounded by nis Celtic 
brethren, he used to dilate on all the relatiye 
circumstances with a sort of hereditary en- 
thusiasm and more than the common garrulity 
of age. He afterwards turned joiner, and bore 
a conspicuous part in the building of the first 
Protestant Church which was erected in the 
Island of North Uist. He came to Edinburgh 
23 yean ago, and continued to work at his trade 
till he was 97 years of a^pe. He was a temper- 
ate, regular-liying man, and neyer had' an hour's 
sickness in the whole course of his life. He 
used to dance resularly on New- Year's Days, 
along with some Highland friends, to the bag- 
pipe. On New- Year's Day 1825, he danced a 
reel with the ftither, the son, the grandson, and 
great-grandflon, and was in more than hi« usual 
spirits. His hearing was nothins impaired, and 
till within three weeks of his demise without 
glasses he could haye threaded the finest 
needle with facility." This paragraj^ is 
quoted from an Edinburgh paper. 
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August 29. — ^''Bandi of shearen wbo went from 
our Northern JLhyition of the island to* the 
South in search of employment, aa for many 
yean they have been wont to do for laek m 
■ufficient work at home, are daily retnminffin 
the moit wretched state of destitution. The 
influx of Irish into the Sooth, who seem will- 
ing to work for the merest pittance, appem 
to haTe rendered the harreat labour a drug in 
the market. To keep life in the body, some of 
our poor country people report) they would work 
for fourpence a day and their maintenance; 
but even this they could not obtain, and they 
are now begging their way home.** 

September 5.--0n Tuesday, 21st ult., the Bee. 
Roderick Macrae was admitted minister of tlie 
Government Church lately built at Shieldaig, in 
the parish of Applecross, Presbytery of I^h- 
carron. Mr Macrae had laboured for upwards 
of 30 years in Torridon. The Dowager Mrs 
Mackenzie of Applecross presented a seivice of 
plate to the church in memory of her daughter. 
"This,*' says the paragraph, "is the first set- 
tlement of a minister tmit has as yet taken place 
in any one of the €k)yemment churches in the 
Highlands.*' 

Ibid. — ^The issue contains the speech deliyered in 
the House of Commons in 1782 by the Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat in seconcunff the mo- 
tion of the Marquis of Montrose in fayour of 
repealing the Act making it illegal to wear the 
Highland dress. 

September 12.— Seyen toll bars are reported as 
m course of erection, one on the Fort-Ckorge 
Boad bdow the farm of Seafield, and the otiiers 
between Castlehill and Dalwhinnie. Iliis 
measure led to proposals, especially by the 
County of Sutherland, for the reopening of the 
old droye roads. Correspondence appears on 
the subject in our columns, and discussicms 
took place at county meetings. 

September 26. — ^Three youn^ men who robbed a 
man of his pocket-biook m TeUSord Street in 
July were tried at! the Circuit Court, and were 
each sentenced to transportation for 14 years. 
A fourth man had escaped. 

October 3. — John Frederick Lord Cawdor was 
created Viscount Emlyn and Earl Cawdor. 

Ibid.— James Grant of Bught was elected Pro- 
vclBt of Inyemeas. 

Ibid.— The Northern Meeting was held in the last 
week of September, accompanied by the races 
at Duneancroy. No special feature is re- 
ported. 

October 10. — ^Died, at Inyemess, on the 27th 
ult, in the 68th year of her age, Mrs Anna- 
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bella Fraser, widow of Mr Alexander FraMr. 
late merchant in InTemem, after a few days 
illoeaa. No particulars of Iflrs Fraser*! life are 
given, but her character and good worki are 
■poken of in such terms as to show that she 
occupied a place of importance in the town. 

October 17.--James Fowler of Raddery elected 
ProTost of Fortrose ; Alexander Fraaer of Inch- 
coulter, Provost of Dingwall ; Right Hon. W. 
Dundaa, Lord Register of Scotland, Provost of 
Tain. 

October 31. — At the annual meeting of the North- 
em Institution there was submitted a letter to 
the Secretary from the late Risht Hon. Qeorge 
Oanning in return for a copy of the Prixe Essay 
published by the Institution. The letter was 
noloirraph, and was written but shortly before 
Mr Canning was attacked by his fatal illness. 
It waa dated 11th July. 

November 7. — Intimation is made that the Rev. 
Mr Clark waa to preach an English sermon 
every Sunday evening at 6 o'clock m the Gaelic 
Church. "The opportunity of public worship 
is hereby afforded to those who are not other- 
wise employed in religious exercises on the 
Lord's Da^.*^ The church had been fitted up 
with gas lights. 

Ibid. — ^nie new Epiaoopal Chapel at Fortroee waa 
opened on the 1st inst. After the usual ser- 
vices an important sermon was preached by 
the Rev Charles Fyvie, Ihyemess. 

November 14. — "Despatches were received at the 
Admiralty on Saturday last, announcing the 
total destruction on the 20tti of October of the 
combined Turkish and Egyptian Fleets in the 
Herbour of Navaiino, by the English, FrencJi, 
and Russian squadrons. Out of 70 ships of 
war, of which the Turkish Fleet consisted, only 
eight of the smaller vessels escaped." 

Ibid. — "Owing to the vigiUnoe of Captain Oliver, 
of the Revenue cutter Prince of Wales, and 
the new Excise officers on shore, smuggling is 
DOW so completely put down in the Long Island 
that there is actuiUly not a drop of illicit 
whisky to be got kom the Butt of Lewis to 
Barra Head; and there is probably at tliis 
moment a larger supply oi legal whisky on its 
war from Greenock, for the supply of Stomo- 
way alone, than was ever imported into the 
whole Helffidea before.** 

Ibid. — ^The issue contains a long and interesting 
account of a trip through the Reav conotnr, 
in Sutherland. The wnter describes Loch- 
Shin. Tongue, the moor called the Moin, Loch- 
&iboIl, and the Durness district. The Moin 
is described as "in many parts so boggy that 
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our horses frequently sunk beyond their knees.*' 

Noyember 21.— In Uus nunber tluere is « notice 
of the first edition of Chambers's History of 
the '45. An extzect is given of the acooont of 
the Roat of Moy, and a note appended to it 
sairs: — ^''Lsdy Dnunmoir's Honae is the third 
below the Mason Lodge in CSmrdi Street. It 
is still a house of respectable appeaninoe; but 
though remarkable as the best noose in the 
town, and the only one containing m room in 
which there was not a bed^ it is now but one 
of second-rate quality in thia thriving and fast- 
imnroving town. Ine bedroom occupied by 
the Prince and Duke is at the back of the 
house » with a window commanding a view of 
the ffard)eD." 

Noyember 28. — ^Previous to this time there was 
no path to the Fall of Foyers. Lord Colchester, 
on liis recent visit, suggested that an access 
should be formed, and left £6 with Mr ICtchell, 
C.E., as the beginning of a subscription for 
this purpose. 

Ibid. — There is a Ions letter, with an introductory 
article, on the suoject of the houses of the 
Highland peesantry. An uncomfortable pic- 
ture is eiven of the black huts with the outlet 
for smoke in the roof, and the adjoining cow- 
house, stable, and bam. The writer of the 
letter estimates the population of an ordinary 
Highland parish at 20(X), and says that three- 
fourths, or more commonly iour-fifths, live in 
black huts. He thinks that there are 500 huts 
and 500 outhouses, making a total of 1000; 
and tbat the cost of erection is £12 a-pieoe, or 
£12,000 for the parish. 8ome of these houses, 
however, required repair every two or three 
years, and none could do without repair more 
than five years, *'8o that every five yeaxs they 
cost in repairing about half the original i»-ice 
of the building." The writer argued for the 
erection of a better class of house, rather more 
exDensive (he puts the cost at £20 1), but more 
durable and tneredbre more economical. 

December 12.— "The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in consequenoe of a representa- 
tion made to them of the scarcity of Bibles in 
the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, have 
requested the Invemesa-ahire Bible Society to 
take the most effectual meamres for supplyinj^ 
the wants of the people, so far as it is practi- 
cable to ascertain them. For this eni two 
thousand Gaelic Bibles and Testaments and 
English Scriptureli to the value of £100 were 
voted on tbe 3rd inst. for (^eap sale and 
gratuitous distribution, to be at the disposal of 
the Inverness-shire Society. These are given 
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M ft fint gnat, with the ezprew understanding 
thftb iiarther and ample granta axe to be ex- 
pected so Boon aa these are dispoaed of." 

Ibid.— 'The Eaxl of Moraj presented the Rev. Mr 
Ferries, Avoch, to the Ghnrdi of Edinkillie, 
▼aoeat b^ th« death of Rev. Mr Macfarlane, 
the previoas incumbent. 

December 19. — "The beneficial consequences of 
Lord Coldiester^s recent visit to the Highlands 
begin to manifest themselyes. The heavy and 
impolitic does on the Caledonian Canal which 
amounted almost to a prohibition of the use 
of that great and useful work have been re- 
duced one-half. . . The Highlands of Soot- 
land owe much to the labours of this Noble- 
man. Not only the Canal, but the great lines 
<^ roada through the Northeni Counties were 
executled by a Commission of which he was a 
leading and repreaentative member, and his 
recent visit to this county was, we believe, 
undertaken with a view to consolidate and com- 
plete the great works oi internal communica- 
tion, both by land and water, to which his 
labours have been so long and so happUy 
directed.*' 
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No. IV. 

The •dministrfttioii of Lord Goderich, 
whioh has been aptly described as '*the 
weakest administration of the century/' came 
to an end at the dose of 1827, and a new 
Goremment came into office at the beginning 
of 1828, with the Duke of Wellington as 
Prime Minister and Sir Robert Peel as Home 
Secretary. The Whig section, led by 
Huskisson, joined the reconstmcted Ministry, 
bat there was friction ht>m the ootset, and 
by-and-bye pronounced differences of opinion 
appeared. The session is memorable for the 
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, 
wluoh remoTod the disabilities of Dissenters, 
and was a victory for the Whigs. 

In April 1828 Mr Robert Oarruthers came 
to luTemess as editor of the ''Courier," and 
three years afterwards became proprietor. 
He conducted the paper with unnralled dis- 
tinction for the long period of fifty years. 
At the splendid banquet to which he was 
entertained in 1871, Dr Carruthers gave inter- 
esting reminiscences of his arrival in Inver- 
ness and of his early experiences. — 

" I have a yeiy vivid recoUection,** he said, "of 
my first journey in the Highlands, frun Perth to 
Inverness, and of the interest and anxietv with 
whidi I WMtdied frcMn the top of the mail coadi 
every turn of that wild, sinuoas, picturesque road, 

<Windi with the vale and wins the long ascent.' 

It was in spring of 1828, fortv-three years and o- 
half since, and I had brougnt with me a letter 
recdved siiMtly before from our late townsman, 
Mr Bodeiick Keach, who was then, along with 
another valued friew). Provost Ferguson, a pro- 
prietor of the 'Goorier.' The Reform Bill broke 
up that business connection, an it did many other 
connections, and in the vear 1831 threw the paper 
entirely into my own nands. but it caused no 
estrangement or coldness on toe part of my earlv 
and affectionate Inverness friends. Mr Reach 
afterwards removed to Londbn, and became the 
prince of ne^viipaper correspondents, in which 
capacity I was largely indebted to him. He was 
a man of a kind and generous nature, of very 
striking and varied talent." 

Dr Oarmthers mentioned the fact that the 
first editor of the paper was Mrs Johnstone, 
a lady who afterwarde attained considerable 
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repnUtion as the author of seTend books and 
the editor of Tkif s Magazine. She had left, 
however, about three years before Carmthers 
came, and in the interval the paper had been 
somewhat neglected. 'To be local and to be 
vsefnl'* was the chief desire of the new editor, 
and the change was at once yisible in the 
news columns. Dr Garmthera points ont 
that a bnsy and stormy period as regards 
pnblio affairs set in with the year 1828. 
'Indeed," he said, "1828 sUnds as a sort of 
isthmus between the old and the new systems 
of Gk>Temment. The Dnke of WeUington 
and Sir Robert Peel were in office; Lord 
Eldon still dang to the Great Seal. But 
Ministers looked one way and rowed another. 
They had adopted Lord John Russell's re- 
solution for repealing the Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts, thus freeing the Dissenters from 
the nominal restriction or stigma which de- 
graded them." It was the new editor's first 
duty to c&ionicle the second r«>ading of the 
bill, and it gave him great satisfaction to 
congratulate the country on the conduct of 
the Premier and the Gk>Temment. He 
mentions in his speech some of the taxes on 
knowledge which then existed. "The news- 
paper of 1828 was a small, meagre sheet, price 
sevenpence, burdened with a paper duty of 
threepence per pound weight, a stamp duty 
of fourpence on every sheet, and a duty of 
three shillings and sixpence on every ad- 
vertisement. In 1828 we had just three 
newspapers north of Aberdeen — ^two in In- 
verness and one in Elgin, then recently 
established." The last mentioned was the 
"Elc^ Courier," conducted by Mr James 
Grant, afterwards editor of Uie "Morning 
Advertiser." 

The dissensions in the Duke of Wellington's 
Cabinet came to a head in May. "The 
MinistiT," says Mr Spencer Walpole. "had not 
lasted for luUf-aryear, but it had been rent 
during the whole period by internal divisions. 
The members of it held radically different 
views on almost every question which came 
before them. They could not agree upon 
foreign policy; they could not agree upon 
the corn-laws; they could not agree about 
Reform : they only abstained from quarrdling 
on the Roman Catholic question because thev 
had agreed from the first to differ upon it." 
^e first rupture occurred on the Com Bill, 
but it was patched up, although Charles 
Grant was with difficulty prevented from re- 
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Binning. Then oune a dispute aboat the 
diBfmichisement of the borough of East Bet- 
ford, which returned two membeare, and had 
been prored to be corrupt. On the question 
whether the two seats should be transferred 
to the adjacent hundred or given to the 
town of Birmingham. Peel supported the 
enfranchisement of tne hundrea and Hua- 
kisaon roted against it. On going home, 
Huskiason wrote a hasty letter to the Duke 
of Wellington, giTing him the opportunity of 
l^lacing my office in other hancn," and the 
Iluke, wearied with dissensions, treated this 
as a resignation, and accepted it. The re- 
tirement of Huskisson was followed by that 
of Palmerston, Grant, Dudley, and Ijamb. 
''Grant, brilliant but irresolute, had with 
difficulty been dissuaded from resigning in 
March. There was no difficulty in persuad- 
ing him to resign in Ma^.'' 

Amoog the new appomtments was that of 
Vesey ^tssgerald, the member for Clare, as 
President of the Board of Trade. The 
appointment vacated the seat, and Daniel 
CrConnell contested it with him, and was 
triumphantly returned. The question of 
Catholic Emancipation was thus Drought to 
a crisis. During the rest of the year there 
was vic^nt aeitation in Ireland, which by- 
and-bye spread to other parts of the kingdom. 
Ped and the Dnke were forced to consider 
the situation afresh, and at the opening of 
Parliament in 1829 they accepted uie neces- 
sity, and announced that they were to bring 
in a bill for Catholic Emancipation. 

From the " Inverness Courier," 
1828. 

Jannaiy 2. — ^The report of a meeting of the North- 
ern Ixuititution says: — ^''A very novel kind of 
a donation was presented at this meeting, being 
no other than a live alligator from John Fraser, 
Esq., merchant, Oharlestown, Carolina, a 
native of Inverness. The animal was but 
young, and his confinement appears to have 
rendered him comparatively tame.*' One would 
like to know what became of that aJigator. It 
was an uncanny gift for a Scientific Bocielj. 

JanuaiT 23 and 30.— The fint date is absent from 
the file. It contained an account of the death 
of Macdonell of Glengarry, who was killed on 
the 14th of January, when he jumped ashore 
from the wrecked steamer "Stirling Oeurtle" at 
Oorran, near Fort-William. In the isroe of 
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the 30tb there are spirited verses which de- 
scribe him as "like his own mountain torrent, 
impetuoua and proad," and proceed— 

"Noble his form was and! lordly his bearing. 
Well suited the tartan and heather his wew- 

And ne*er did the erne his dark plumage 

bestow, 
To nod o'er a statelier, manlier brow.** 

Glengarry was the last Highland Chief who 
adhered to the style of living of his ancestors, 
and went about with a full retinue of kilted 
attendants, who went hj the nune of "Glen- 
garry's tail." The historians of the Clan Don- 
ald admit that he had grave faults of character 
which often led him into serious scrapes ; but 
thev also dwell on his noble qualities. "Many 
of his faults were traceable to his having been 
left, like Byron, without a strong guiding hand 
in vouth, lacking the discipline so greatly 
needed by a nature so intense and volcanic as 
his On the other hand, his virtues were all 
}u4 own. He was kind-hearted and generous, 
and dispensed a noble hospitiality, so that one 
of tho gentlemen of his own Ulan has truly 
placed on record that Glengarry had the heart 
of a prince." His lavish expenditure embar- 
rassed his estates, and ultima'^ely led to their 
being sold. Scott is supposed to have drawn 
many of the features ci Fergus Mlvor from 
the character of Glengarry, whom 'be knew 
welL 

January 30. — "Died at Nessbank, Inverness, on 
the 23rd inst., after a short and severe illness, 
in the 67th year of his age. Captain Robert 
Sutherland of iNessbank, formerly of the 72nd 
Re^ment of Foot." The paper devotes an 
article of some length to Captain Sutherland, 
who was evidently a man of humour, talent, and 
sterling character^ as well as of varied experi- 
ence. "He had spent his early life in India, 
and had seen muoh of the world, ifs manners 
and customs. He had turned these opportuni- 
ties to ffood account ; he had observed and read 
much, but had reflected more. His home had 
long been on the 'tented field and stormy sea,* 
and he inclined oocasionally to relate aneodotei 
of the times when ComwaUis directed the ener- 
gies of British soMiers on ihe plains of Hindos- 
tan and Hughes battled on the wave. To 
these anecdotes he could impart that interest 
which arises from clear recollection and lucid 
arrangement of the facts." 

Ibid. — ^There is an article on eminent living per- 
sons of the name of Grant. They make a dia- 
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tiiiguishod ToU. There were ei^t liTing per- 
ions of the name who were tliea, or h«d been, 
member* of the House of Cbmrnons. 

Febnitiy 6. — ^The remain* of Glengany were in- 
terred on the Ist inst. Then was a lai^ge 
gathering. About 160 gentlemen sat down to 
dinner at noon in a room in the Square of 
Glenffany, and the other attendants, number- 
ing Mout 1500, were plentifully supplied with 
bread, cheese, and whisky. "The procession 
commenced alwut two o'clock afternoon, and 
reached Kilfinnan, the place of interment, dis- 
tant about fiye miles from InTergsrry. between 
four and five o clock. Hie body, enclosed in a 
double coffin, lead and wood, was borne breast- 
high by [the number is indistinct] Hishland- 
ers, who were relieved at regular intervals. Hie 
day was unconunonly tempestuous ; and the pro- 
oessioci had to pass through a swollen bom, 
reaching above the knees St the people in the 
procession. The whole ceremony was over by 
five o'clock in the afternoon. Toe chief mour- 
ner was the young Chief of Qlengairy, the only 
surviving son of the Ute Mac Mhic Alister. 
Young Glengarry was dressed in the full High- 
land garb of his ancestors, with an eaglets 
feather in his bonnet, covered with crape. He 
was supported by his maternal uncle. Lord 
Medwyn, and his paternal unde, Vyolonel Ifmo- 
donell, of the Guards. Some hundreds of the 
people were arrayed in the Highland garb ; 
the mournful pibroch was wailed forth by the 
pipers; and none of the formalities usually 
attendant on the obsequies of a great chia 
were omitted ; at least none that were fitted to 
give a character of impressiveness to the sol- 
emnity. By the judicious arrangements made, 
those scenes of drunkeimess and quarrelling 
which in former days, and, we are ashamed to 
add^ in more recent times, have disgraced 
similar occasions in the Highlands were pre- 
vented. The whole was conducted with the 
utmost order, decorum, and solemnity, suited 
to the moumfulneas of the occasion and the 
better sense of propriety which begins to pre- 
vail in the Highlands." Colonel Mscdondl, 
mentioned above, the brother of Glengar ry , was 
t^e hero of Hougomont at the battle of Water- 
loo. 

March 5.— On the 23rd ult. there was the for- 
mality of a county election, on the acceptance 
by the Right Hon. diaries Grant of the offices 
of President of the Board of Tx«de and 
Treasurer of the Nav^. Mr Grant was re- 
elected without opposition. The motion for 
his return was made by Colonel Maodonell, of 
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the Guards, and seconded by Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh. Mr (Carles Grant was not him- 
self present, but mm represented by his brother, 
Wilham Thomas Grant, who presided at the 
usual dinner given by the newiy-elected mem- 
ber. 

March 12. — *'Our Jail at present contains no less 
than twenty offenders against the Excise kws. 
fined in penalties from £6 to £20. Four of 
these poor people are women; one of them 70 
years old." 

Ibid. — ^Tbe following paragraph is quoted from a 
book of tours in Scotland by Robert CSiambers : 
—"Cromarty is one of the nearest, cleanest, 
prettiest towns of the size in Scotland. It is 
not a BoyaJ burgh, though the chief town in 
the vagrant, incomprehensible county to which 
it gives a name. It lies upon a promontoir jut- 
ting into the Firth, and the ground being 
sUgntly elevated, it has the advantage of a dry 
as well as a pleasant situation. Most of the 
houses are whitewashed, owing to the gener- 
osity of a candidate for the representation of 
the county in Parliament, who, anxious to 
gather golden opinions from all sorts of men, 
offered thus to adorn the house of any person 
who so desired ; the consequence of wnich has 
been timt Oomarty came deaaer out of the 
election business of 1826 than perhaps any other 
town in his Majesty's dominions." 

March 6. — ^A quotation from a paper which pub- 
lishes 'Tarhamentary Portraita^ describes the 
member for the County of Inverness. The 
writer speaks of his knowledge not only of the 
great interests of the counUy, but A minor 
details, and proceeds— "Mr Grant's views are 
altogether liberal and enlarged ; and be is fully 
impressed wit2i the truth of those theories oi, 
Mr Huskanon of which the country is be- 
ginning to reap the benefit, independently of 
this office knowledge— perhaps the most im- 
portant for Mr Grant's province— as a speaker 
he has very high pretensions. Indeed, with 
the exception of Tiemey, Brougham, and Mack- 
intosh, perhaps Mr Grant is one of the most 
eloquent men in the Lower House. To great 
enthusiasm of mind he joins much fervency and 
impressiveness of manner ; and his language is 
strong, nervous, sustained, and in a nigh de- 
gree oratorical. lU-health, however, joined to 
constitutional indolence or timidity, or perha^ 
that deep religious feelins with whi<» he is 
imbued, nave prevented 'h& Grant from taking 
the active part in debate for whidi his talents, 
his station, his knowledge* and experience so 
admirably fit him. This w lameiOed by his 
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frieDds, M well aa the ooontry, who an the 
chief loien by his tilence.'* 

Mardi 26.— Sir Alan Ouneron, K.O.B., lient- 
General, who largely hj his penonal isiflaenoe 
raited the 79th or Oaineron Hiffhlanden, died 
at Fulham, Middlesex, on Qtk Iftich. A 
sketch of his actire career is giren in this issue. 
The closing sentences are padietio: — ^''A great 
sufferer in body friMn ssTere infirmities, con- 
tracted by continued exposures and fatigues in 
service, bir Alan nerertheless lived to an ad- 
vanced age. But he was doomed to see his 
family drop around hinn^us youngest son, 
wheo his aide-de-camp, early in the Peninsular 
campaign from privations and fati^nies; his 
eldest when gallantly leading on the immediate 
advance of the British at Fuentes d' 
Onor, his nephew and his orphan ffrandson, 
both of whom perished from the baneful effects 
of West Indiao service. His nephew was the 
officer who, holding only the rank of lieutenant, 
bravely led on the Cameron Highlanders at the 
battle of Waterloo, when all his superior officers 
had been either killed or wounded. Of his own 
immediate kindred, Sir Alan has left onlv one 
son, Lieut. -Oolonel Oameron, who until the 
close of the war, when the corps was disbanded, 
commanded the Second Battalion of the Came- 
ron Highlanders, and who followed to the grave 
the worn-out remaiDS of his aged and veteran 
parent." 

April 2. — A psra^ph on shipbuilding at Inver- 
ness says that it waa only within a few years 
that this branch of industry had been carried 
on to any extent at the port. "Of late, how- 
ever, several fine vessels have been bniKi 
here; one of them, the Caledonia, now in the 
London and Inverness trade, was much admired 
for the beau^ of her model and the excellence 
of her workmanship. She was built bv Mr 
Munro. We learn that another fine smaoc, in- 
tended for the Inverness and Leith trade, will 
be launched from his yard in the course of a 
few days. He has also a brig and sdiooner on 
the stocks pretty far advanced, to ^at we 
shall have the pleasure of witnessing not less 
ihaot three launcoes from his yard within a very 
short time of each oUier." 

April 16.— Macleod of Macleod was elected M.P. 
for the iiurgh of Sudbury, in Suffolk. His 
opponent, the unsuccessful candidate, was John 
Abel Smith, of the banking firm of SmiUi, 
Payne, & Smith. 

Auril i23. — This issue bears the imnrint— "Printed 
hy Rw Carruthers for the Proprietors." 

-An article appears on the state of the poor 
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in InTerneas, the facte being derived from a 
report drawn up by a Omunittee of the Society 
for the Supprenion of Begging. Ilia annual 
produce of the Kirk-Seesion funds (inckiding 
£100 from oollectionB at church doors) 
amounted to £367. The Society just men- 
tioned seems to have been disappointed in its 
work. The Sub-Committee agreed in condemn- 
ing aU public and systematic support of the 
poor, exceptinff that of Kirk-Seesions, and; re- 
commending me ancient gratuitous s^^tem, 
whose ostensible resources are the Kirk-Session 
funds and occasional collections. They had 
taken this idea from the succea of Dr CM" 
mers's work in Glasgow, but the Editor pointed 
out that this success was due to the personal 
influence of the great preadier and organiser. 

April 30.— At a meeting of the Northern Insti- 
tution there was read a memoir of the late Duke 
of Gk>rdon, the first President of the Socielhr, 
prepared by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder. ''His 
Grace's attainments and practical acquaintance 
with almost erery branch of science, and especi- 
ally mechanical philosophy, and the encourago- 
ment he bestowed on ever^ institution designed 
for Uie improvement of this oonntzr, are gener- 
«Ily known and appreciated, and were done 
ample justice to in wis memoir." It is stated 
that not the least interesting part of the memoir 
was a tkidteh, of his Grace's secretary and 
librarian, Mr James Hoy, who was an inmate 
of Gordon Oastle tor 46years. He was a native 
of Selkirkshire. Ifr Hoy was a devoted stu- 
dent of astronomy, entomology, end botany. 
Hb was quite indifferent either to fame or riches. 
''When his kind and indulgent patron voluntar- 
ily offered him an addition to his sixty pound 
suary, he replied— 'Keep it to yourser, my 
Lord Duke, tm no needin' mair; ye hae as 
mudkle need o't as I hae.'" Hoy was a 
Seceder, and every Sunday, w«t or diy, rodo 
into Elgin to attend the Seceder Chapel. He 
left orders in his will that his remains should 
be interred in the Church-yard of the Cathedral, 
"near his auld frien' Mr Duncan, the Seceder 
minister," to whom he baid listened for so 
manyyears. 

Ibid.-^lliere are long and interesting extracts 
from the report of the Ccmimissioners on Roadls 
and Bridges, prepared apparently by Mr Joseph 
Mitchell, C.E. It is stated that during the 
summer no fewer than seven different stage 
coaches passed daily to and from Inverness. 
Three of these, including the mail, ran between 
Inverness and Aberdieen; one between Inv^- 
pess and Perth along the Highland Road ; two 
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between IiiTerneM and Dinffwall, InTergordon, 
GhMDartj, and Tain ; and toe mail ooaoE along 
Uie Northern Coast road from Inyemesa to 
Wick and lliiirso. Pnrioiu to 1800 there waa 
no public coach in tl^e Highland*. In thai 
Tear an attempt waa made to establish ooadiea 
bebween Inyemess and Perth and InTemeas and 
Aberdeen, but at that time they had to be dis- 
continued. As to steam communication, the 
report says that the prerious year **three steam- 
boaia plied regularly for the conveyanoe of pas- 
sengers along the Caledonian Canal, and fire 
others from Glasffow along the West Coast, and 
V> the different iuarids of okye. Mull, Islay, Ac., 
as well as one occasionally from Leith along 
the East Coast to InTsmess." 

May 7.— "The T^st and Corporation Acts are 
at length repealed. On Monday se*enight the 
bill was read a third Ume and passed without a 
dirision. Hie conduct of the Duke of Wellins- 
ton on this occasion reflects upon him the 
highest honoor, and will, we doubt not, be pro- 
perly appreciated by the nation." 

Ibid. — At a public meeting in InTemess it was 
resolyed that the ministers and elders should 
have the entire management of the poor, "in- 
cluding the Kirk-Sesion fund and the Soup 
Kitchen Sodet^r" 

Ibid.— At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
at T^in, Mr Mackensie of Kilcoy was ap- 
pointed Convener of the County. 

May 14. — ^'*There are no less than six natires atid 
proprietors of Inverness-shire members of the 
House of Commons at the present time, vis., 
the Right Hon. C. Qrant, returned for the 
County of Inverness ; the Hon. Colonel Grant, 
for the county of Moray; Colonel Baillie of 
Leys, for Hed<m ; Jo^ Stewart, Esq. of BelLa- 
drum, for Beverley; Macleod of Mcleod, for 
Sudbury; Sir James Mackintosh, for Knares- 
borough ; and Robert Qnmt, Esq. of Dromore, 
for the Inverness Burghs." 

May 21. — ^Mr Homas Gilzean of Bunaghton had 
resigned the office of Sheriff-Substitute of the 
County of Invemem, and Mr John. Edwards, 
solicitor in Inverness, was appointed his suc- 
cessor. *'Mr Gilzean was, we believe, the 
oldest Sheriff-Substitute in Scotland; he was 
appointed in the year 1785, and during the 
long period of 43 years he has been the Chief 
Magistrate resident in this quarter. . . Mr 
Gilzean was an active, able, and upright judse, 
devoting his whole time and mind to the <Ss- 
charge of the important duties with which he 
was entrusted, business was to him both a 
duty and a recreation." 
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Ibid. — ^The Cbnrch Ooarto of Boss-shire liad be- 
fore them at this time the case of the Pariah 
<tf Kilteani. Thero were differences of long 
standing between the minister and his 
parishioners. The chnrdi, it is reported, was 
utterly forsaken by the people, and there wen 
no less than forty chiVdk>en in the parish who 
had not been baptised. 

May 28.— "SeYeral gentlemen of Inverness and 
its vicinity have long entertained a widi that 
bridges should be ended over the River Xess 
a4k the western extremity of the town, in order 
to open np the Island to the public, and to 
connect the walks on the opposite banks of 
the river, ^e Island is upwards of four acres 
in exteoib, and is unquestionably the most 
beautiful spot in the environs of Inverness. It 
is now, however, inaccessible to the public, and 
the individusls with whom the pressed im- 
provement originated conceiTe that to form an 
essy socess to the Island by means of chain 
tension bridges, and to lay it out in graceful 
and varied walks, would at cmce form a last- 
ing wnament to the tiown, a powerful attrac- 
tion to strangers, and a source of healthful re- 
creation and enjoyment to the inhabitanta^** 
This is the first paragraph in an advertise- 
ment, and a list of subscriptions follows, 
amounting lb £458. The Duke of Gk>rdon gave 
£30, and ICr Ouurles Grant, M.P. ; Ifr Robert 
Grant, M.P. ; and Mr David Inglis, Marden 
Park, London, gave 60 guineas each. Rx>vost 
Grant, Mr John Ross of^erbice, and Mr John 
Ross, agent for the British Linen Gompany's 
Bank, eadi save 10 guineas. A paragraph 
states that there were well-frequented waflcs 
on each side of the river as far as the Island 
(the spelling is still in the singular number, 
though it subsequently aopears that then, as 
now, there were two ]slaad)B), but hitherto 
there bad been no bridgM. 
Ibid.— There is an interesting article, evidently 
written by the new editor, oo. the Highland 
peasantry and smuggling. It states that smug- 
gling had of late years diminished, though in 
some parishes it had increased. "Thus in the 
Black Isle, which formerly Uteially swarmed 
with smugglers, there is scarcely one left, 
whereas in the district of Strathgass they have 
increased prodigiously." The writer calculates 
that after pavinff coat of materials, the smug- 
gler made onlv mm ten to twelve shillings to 
cover time, kbour, fuel, and the wear and tear 
of his distilling annaratus. "Yet in spite of 
repeated seimres, fines, and imprisonment, he 
clings to the illicit traffic with astonidiing per- 

7 



60 Inverness Courier Index, [182S 

tinacity. There an now in llie Jail of Inrer- 
mum two men conyictecl of naagghng, a.nd im- 
prieoned for n(Hirpayment of their fines, whoae 
wives have since been detected in committing 
the same offence. " 
June 4. — ^The political news of the day is the split 
in the Goyemment. lliere was special interest 
in the matter in the Hij^dands, as Charles 
Qmat hadi rengned the office of President of 
the Board of lYade. 

Bud.— At the meeting of the General Assembly 
there was m report on the state of education in 
the Highlands and Islands submitted by Princi- 
pal Baird. Within the two preyious years 70 
schools had been establiiriied, and 5670 children 
were being educated from tlie funds of ^e As- 
sembly. Dr Baird and Dr Norman Madeod 
of Ounpsie had made a tour of inspection 
throughout the Highlands, travelling upwards 
of IdOb miles, and spending two months on the 
journey. Hie great body of heriUos deserved 
much praise tar their liberality in support of 
the schools. An Association had also been 
formed "for the education of the female youtli 
of tiie Highlands." 

June 11. — '^e leam from good authority that 
James Dick, Es<}., late a merchant of Loocbn, 
who during his lifetime made various donations 
to the poor of Morayshire, his native county, 
has bequeathed the sum of £130,000 to form a 
fund for the purpose of giyin|^ an additional 
salary of £50 each to every parish schoohnaster 
in the counties of Moray, Banff, and Aberdeen. 
Mr Dick, the testator, was a native of the town 
of Forres, of humble parentage. He laid the 
foundation of his fortune in die West Indies, 
and increased it by commercial industry and 
entbmrise in the English Metropolis, where ne 
died about ten days ago at the advanced age of 
ei^ty-five." A lawsuit on the subject was 
threatened by the next-of-ldn. 

IbkL — Great interest was excited about this time 
by a course of scientific lectures delivered io 
connection, with the Northern Institution by 
Mr William Niool, a lecturer from Edinburgh. 
Hie series was attended by large audiences. — 
The Northern Missionary Society held its 
annual meeting at Inverness. Hie collections 
amounted to £54 Is 6d, and the subscriptions 
an) contributions to £23 3s 7d. 

June 18.— Hiere is an article on the debate in 
the House of Lords on the subject of Oatholio 
Emancipation. The motion in favour of 
Cktholic claims was moved by the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, but was rejected dv a majority of 
46. The "Cburier** supported Emancipation. 

Ibid.—The retired Sheriff-substitute, Mr Thomas 
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Oilflean, was entertainodl by the Inverneas 
tolidton to dinn^ in the Oaledonian Hotel, 
and presented with a piece of plate as a 
memorial of his public services. There is a 
long list of toasts. Mr Reach proposed '<the 
memory of the most distingoished indiTidnal 
Inverness, or perhaps Scotland, ever produced, 
Duncan Forbes of Culloden, Loni President of 
the Court of Session." 

Ibid.— The Rev. Charles Mackintosh was ap- 
pointed assistant and successor to his father, 
the venerable minister of Tain. 

June 25.^The Sheep and Wool Market was held 
on the previous week. Cheviot wedders fetched 
from 18s to £1 7s 6d ; Cheviot ewes from 12s 
to 15s ; Cheviot lambs from 7s to 8s 3d ; black- 
faced wedders from 15s to 18s; blackfaced 
ewes from 8s to lid ; blackfaced lambs from 5« 
to 7s 6d. Cheviot wool, 8s to 9s 6d per single 
stone; blackfaced wool from lis to 12s per 
double stone. The price of wool was deprened 
from several causes, one of which was a new 
American tariff. There was a meeting to dis- 
cuss a proposal for postponing the date of the 
market Considerable opposition was mani- 
fested, and the proposal was for the time de- 
parted from. 

Jmj 2. — ^"A rare and beautiful relic of the olden 
time has just been presented to the Museum of 
the Northern Institution by WiUiam Mackin- 
tosh, Esq. of Millbank, an ancient virginal, 
the favourite musical instrument with keys, 
which was in use among our ancestors prior to 
the invention of the spinet and harpsichord. 
Hus virginal formerly belonged to a noble 
family in this nei^bourhood, and is considered 
to be almost the onlv one remaining in Scot- 
land It is made of oak, inkid with cedar, 
and richly ornamented with gold. Hie cover 
and sides are beautifully painted witli figures 
(A birds, flowers, and lesfves, the colours of 
which are comparatively fresh and undecayed. 
On one part of the lid is a grand procession of 
warriors, whom a bevy of fiur dames are pro- 
pitiating by presents or offerings of wine and 
fruits." 

Ibid.— dn Captain Franklin's narrative of hia 
second expedition to the shores oi the Polar 
Beskf frequent mention is made of one of the 
crew, Gustavus Aird, who lost his life in at- 
tempting to pass a cataract. The young man 
was a native of Ross-shire. brother of Mt Wal- 
ter Aird, schoolmaster of Balintore, near Tain. 
The boat, of which he happened at the moment 
to be the sole occupant, was carried over Peli- 
can Fall, on the Stove River, 28th June 1827. 
The voung man was 26 years of age. 
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JuIy 16.— The election of Daniel O'Connell for the 
Goiinty of Clare is recorded. "He maj be Mud 
to haye been borne into Parliament on the 
■honldecs of the f<xty ahilling freeholden." 
The final reeolt of this election was the conces- 
sion of Obtholic Emancipation. 

Ibid. — "In consequence of the want of employ- 
ment, arising from a redundancy of population 
and other causes, hundreds of our poorer coun- 
trymen on the Western Coast are now quitting 
their natire shores for NcMth America^ A 
brig went o£f lately from the Isle of Hsrris 
freighted with passengers for Upper Ouiada, 
aoJ on the 4th inst. two vessels sailed from 
Lochmaddy, in Norfb Uist, with no less than 
600 souls on board. Another is daily expected 
to sail from Caana." It was added that fresh 
exportations were to follow as soon as oppor- 
tunities occurred. Hie increase of population, 
the low price of wool, and the destruction of 
the kelp trade by the introduction of bariUa, 
are given as the causes of distress in tlie West- 
em Islands. Tho blow to the kelp trade had 
been most disastrous, '^veral Hi^and pro- 
prietors who were formerly possessed of large 
revenues are now very much embarrassed, and 
many thousands of individuals, male and 
female, who had ample employment in the 
manufacturing of kelp, have been reduced to 
the greatest itMigence.*^ In the Long Island alone 
from four to five thousand pemns had been 
employed in the manufacture of kelp. loS^e 
the labourers had been principally employed 
in the making of roads and bridgea ; but a pro- 
portion had also been engaged in the manufac- 
ture of kelp, both within the island and on the 
oppositla shore. "Since the roads and bridges 
have been completed, both the late Lord luc- 
donald and the present have, in order to afford 
employment for their numerous dependents, 
chalked out work for them on the estate, with- 
out any reference to future emolument or re- 
muneration. In this way we believe above 
£15,000 have been expended in the mere article 
of labour, but of course it will be necessary to 
assign a limit to the exertions of individual 
benevolence." Hie writer expresses sorrow 
that circumstances of State pohcv or national 
misfortune should ever compel tne people to 
leave Uie shores to which they were so strongly 
attached. 

Ibid.^At the last general meeting of the High- 
land Society of Scotland the Marquis of Stafford 
proposed that a general show of live stock 
should be held at Livemess in 1831. Hie pro- 
posal was referred to a Committee, which re- 
ported favourably upon itl 
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Ibid. — At a meeting of the Inverness Gas and 
Water Cbmpanj » dividend of 2jt ner cent, was 
declared. The Company resolved to proceed 
with the introduction of a supply of water into 
the town. The cost was estunated at £4000. 

July 23.— The revenue of the Burgh of Inverness 
for die previous year is given at £2295. The 
Common Good is entered at £1118 10s. There 
waa a surplus of revenue over expenditure 
amounting to £623 5s. 

July 30. — ^jAe late Mr Grant, minister of Cawdor, 
whose death had been recently recorded, was 
among the survivors of those who had con- 
versed with Dr Johnson during his tour in 
1773. Mr Grant was at that 4fime minister of 
Daviot, but he saw Dr Johnson at Cawdor, 
and afterwards supped with him at the Inn at 
Inverness. It was on the latter occasion that 
Johnson described "an extraordinary animal 
called the Kangaroo/' which had recently been 
discovered in New South Wales, and imitated 
the animal by putting out his hands as feelers, 



gathering up the skirts of his huge brown coat, 
and malcing two or three vigorous bounds 
across the room I 

August 13. — ''On Tuesdav, the 5th inst., a woman 
named Jean Miller died at Mov^ at the advanced 
age of 100. She had been thirtv years in the 
famil;^ of the late Sir JBneas Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh, and in the comrse of her long and 
faithful services had nursed the family of the 
late Sir Ludovick Grant, father of Lady Mack- 
intosh. Hie old woman retained the entire 
use of her faculties almost to the last, and her 
general health continued unimpaired till with- 
in ^e last five or six years, when an accidental 
fall down stairs dislocated one of her limbs, and 
tended to debilitate heat frame. She remem- 
bered distinctly the Forty-five, and used to tell 
of having seen the young Chevalier, and also 
witnessed one day, during the progress of the 
Koyal forces, three men ibang up on a tree at 
Moy for some offence. The latter days of the 
aged nurse were spent in peace and comfort. 
8&e was supported solely by the bounty of 
Lady Mackintosh, who assigned her a room ia 
Moy House, and provided her, as the old 
woman herself csed to say, 'with everything 
that her heart could desire.' " 

Ibid. — ^''Hundreds of Highland peasants, male and 
female, are now migrating to the South forem- 
ptoyment during the harvest. On Monday we 
met about 150 near Moy, journeying in parties 
according to their respective districts, and each 
accompanied by a piper. Hie greater part 
werB from Sutherkndshire and the Black Isle, 
in Ross-shire. The sound of the bagpipe 
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seemed to give a tone of gaiety to the scene, 
but there was after all more cl sorrow than of 
merriment in the strain." 

September 3.— The Northern Missionary Society 
met at lUn. Gontribotions and donations 
amonntiBd to £88 7s 7d. A letter was read re- 
gsffding the Sutherland settlers in North 
America, wherenjpon the Society yoted a grant 
of £30 to the GHasgow Society for promoting 
the reliraons interests of Scottish settlers in 
British North America, with a recommenda- 
tion that not less than £5 be spent in supply- 
ing settlers in Prince Edward's Island with 
books in the English or Qaelic langnage. 

September 10. — ^A public dinner was given in the 
Caledonian Hotel to the Right Hon. Charles 
Grant, M.P., as a mark of respect for his pub- 
lic and private character. Provosts Qrant was 
in the diair, and the croupiers were Sheriff 
Praser-TVtler, Convener of the Cbunty, and 
Mr J. M. Qrant of Glenmoriston. The room 
was filled to overflowing, many having travdled 
from thiiihr to fifty nmes to be present at the 
dinner. The Chairman proposed the health of 
their guest, and Sheriff Fraser-Tytler gave the 
same toast in another form, "Mr Qrant and 
Freedom of Trade." M^ Qrant, in reply, spoke 
eloquently of the soundness of the conunexcial 
principles of Mr Huskisson. 

September 17. — ^Rev. Dr Andrew Thomson visited 
Inverness anid addr e ss e d a large meeting on the 
Apocrypha controversy. There it a sketch of 
Dr Thomson's appearance axul methods. In 
person he was "stout, manly, snd robust," with 
a firm, clesr voice. Tho chief characteristic 
of his mind was strength, not elegance. 'In 
preachinff he is a strict mathematical reasoner. 
His contusions flow as naturaUv from the pre- 
mises as water does from the fountain." The 
meeting is reported at a» length of several 
columns. Dr Thomson was strongly opposed 
to the circulation, in any circumstances, of the 
Apocrypha with l^e ^iptures. The Inver- 
ness Auxiliary concurred m his opinions, but 
did not wish to break altogether with the 
British and Forei^ Bible Society. Thev re- 
solved! for the ensuing vear to apply their funds 
for the benefit of the Highlandi exclusively. 

September 24.— James Qrant of Bught re-elected 
Frovoet of Inverness. 

September 24. — "On Uie estate of Dochfour, near 
Inverness, there lives an old man named Don- 
ald M'CuUoch— a relic of iht, fatal field of Oul- 
loden. Donald is now in his 98th jear, and is 
tblerably hale and healthy, but is miserably 
poor. In the Forty-five he lived in the Leys, 
end on the memwable 16th of April 1746, ac- 
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oompanifid by a oooain, attached to the lebel 
anoY, and some other lads, went to the field 
of battle. He describes tae day as one of 
mist, stonn, and extreme cold. His relation 
was wonnded, and he himself and his com- 
panions fled from &e moor to avoid the mur- 
derous weapons of the dragoons. The Dunma^ 
gUss men were staticmed near him, and truly 
graphic ia his narration of the arriyal of the 
fbgitiTes at a neighboming bum— «ome falling 
headlong, never to rise affain, and others 
anenchinff their thirst in long and heavy 

October 1. — '^k monument is about to be erected 
to tbe celebrated Qaelio poet, Rob Donn, in 
the choich-yard of his native parish Durness, 
among what Sir Walter Scott calls ^he im- 
measurable wilds of Reay,' in Sutherlandshire. 
The scheme has wiginatedT with some of the 
bard's admirers in that district, aod the struc- 
ture, we understand, will be a handsome one.*' 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting was held the pre- 
vious week. The attendance was smaller tnan 
usuaL The races continued to be held. 

October 8. — "A new light}M>U8e is in. course of 
erection at Oape Wrath, audi will be finished 
and lig[hted by becember next. It is about fifty 
feet high, and is built on the summit of the 
Oape." 

Ibid. — ^There is a long report of the case of a 
schoolmaster at KirkhiU, who was charged be- 
fore the Presbytery with various offences. The 
case had drafrged on for two ^ears and a-half. 
The Presbyt^ at length decided against the 
schoolmaster by a majority of one vote. The 
case was expected to be carried to the Gourt of 
Session. It created a great deal of keen feel- 
ing and neimaper corre8p<M»ctence. 

October 15.— The death is announced of Sir Ewea 
Cuneron of Fasslfem at the advanced age of 
ninety. Sir Ewen obtained his baronet^ in 
consequence of the gallant conduct of bis son, 
''the valiant Fassifem *' who fell at the head 
of the 92nd on the field of Quatre Bras. 

October 22.— The Qaelic Dictionary, prepared 
under ^e direction of the Highland Societv of 
Scotland, was now published. It waa in two 
large quarto volumes. 

Ibid. — ^A twelvemonth before, Sir John Riddell, 
proprietor uf Strontian, in Argyllshire, estab- 
lished a manufactory of straw httts, as a means 
of improving the condition of the people on 
his estate. Hie venture was successful, and 
was eactended to the preparation of ladies* bon- 
nets and tiie sufistratum of gentlemen's silk 
hats. The male population of Strontian were 
eugafl^ed in working lead mines in the neigfa- 
bonrbood. 
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October SQ.—llie memben of the Forree Tnlal- 
nr Club held their anniyersaiy dinner in the 
Forree New AMembly Booms on the 2l8t in«t. 
Mr Qrant of Kincorth wm in the chair, and JAr 
Hacleod of Dalrey croupier. There was also 
an outside gathenng, at which copious liba- 
tions of porter were senred round a Uasing bon- 
fire. 

Ibid.— The Ma^trates of InTemcss met to con- 
sider a petition from the bakers, craving an 
increase in the price of bread, whidi they stated 
was necessanr in consequence oi the advance of 
flour. The following aasiise was fixed to com- 
mence on Friday following : — ^The quartern loaf 
of fine bread weighing 4 lbs. 5^ ounces, 10d<; 
ditto of second flour, 8d. Smaller bread in 
the same proportion. 

November 6.— nA.n article is ^fUoCed from the 
"Quarterly Journal of Agriculture" ob the 
origin and cause of smoggling in the High- 
lands, written by General Stewart of Gkurth. 
It states that previous to the year 1793 smug- 
gling was oot practised exc^t by a few in- 
dividuals. The practice, h^ says, grew up 
owing to the increased cultivation of tiie land, 
the depopulation of the higher fflens, and the 
production of surplus grain for wnich there was 
no adequate market. 

November 12.— Hie remains of Sir Ewen Oame- 
ron of Fassifeni were interred in the family 
buryinff-ground at Oorpach, Kilmallie, close by 
the side of his oallant' son. The funeral was 
attended by no Less than 3000 persons. The 
issue ipves the inscription on the monument 
erected to the memoir of Oolonel Oameron. 

November 19. — A bill had been introduced into 
Parliament for 1^ purpose of providing at 
least one secure gaol in each county, to be 
called ''The Coun^ Oaol." The provisions of 
the bill were regairded as burdensome for the 
burghs. 

November 26.-~The Rev. Alexander Fraser was 
on Thursday, the 20th inst., ordained and ad- 
mitted minister of Cawdor. 

December 3. — A movement was set on foot for 
the establishment of a Mechanics* Institute. 

December 10. — ^The Inn on the north side of 
Kessock was opened. Sir William Fettes, who 
was then proprietor of .RedcasUe estiate, had 
carried out a good many improvements. New 
and commodious piers had been built at the 
Ferry, and a steam feny-boat placed on the 
passage. 

December 24.— "On Sunday last the Hon. Ifirs 
Fraser, wife of T. A. Fraser, Esq. of Lovat, 
was safely delivered of a son and heir. This 
conspicuous event was bailed with acclamation 
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by eSi die tenantry on the extennve estate of 
I^Tat, and bonfires were biasing in all direc- 
tions from Inchberry along tbe whole aar> 
rounding country." The next issue gives a 
fuller aoooont of these rejoicings. The heir 
thus welcomed was the late Lord Lovat. 

Ibid.— The seventh anniversaxr meeting of the 
Forres Bible Society was held--Sir Thomas 
Dick Lauder in the chair. The Apocrypha 
controversy was the main subject* and there is 
a long rep<Ht of the proceedmgs. The Society, 
which included the parish minister and two 
Secession ministers, adhered to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Mr Robert Grant, 
M.P., was one of the speakers at the meet- 
ing. 

December 31.— The Burke and Hare murders in 
Edinburgh had recently horrified the world. 
There is a report of the trial of Burke and his 
accomplice, Helen KaodouKal, in this issue. 

n>id. — Mr Morrison, bookseller, Inverness, pre- 
sented to the Northern Institution a large 
bronse spear head, which had been recently 
found within the circle of upright stones at 
Kinchyle, on the road to Dores. "It is," says 
the report, ''one of ^e largest we have ever 
seen, being upwards of a foot in length, and 
forms an important addition to the interesting 
series of ancient weapons already in the 
Mluseum." 
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No. V. 

The year 1829 is memorable lor the pMsing 
of the Catholic Emancipation Act. The 
neoeasity for the measiire was forced on the 
Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel by 
the condition of Ireland. The Whiga had 
long supported the proposal, but it fell to a 
Tory Government to carry it into effect. Hie 
only choice was between Emancipation and 
Civil War, and Feel, supported by Welling- 
ton, wisely resolved to give way. There is 
little doubt, however, that the Act was un- 
popular among the masses both in England 
and Scotland. 

A reference in the Notes to Captain Gods- 
man gives us an opportunity to quote the fol- 
lowing passage from the late Dr Fraser- 
Mackintosh's Letters of Two Centuries : — 

"In tbe year 1759 the old 89th Highlanders was 
raised, nnder the influence of the family of Gor- 
don, one of the lieutenants being Alexander 
Godnnan, a native of Banffshire. The oreater 
part of the short time the regiment was embodied 
(for it was reduced in 1766) was ipent in India. 
After being reduced, Lieutenant, oommonly called 
Captain Qodsman, was appointed factor or local 
representative for tftie Outle lands by the Duke 
of Gordon. At the dote of the letter, Godsman 
was living at Dochfour, but he afterwards re- 
moved to Oroftertbn of Altnaakiab, and farmed 
part of the Hangh lands, belonging to the Duke. 
In a picture of tfi» old house of Drummond and 
surroundings, dated 1796, it is seen that there 
was not a single tree on the Hangh and Altna- 
skiah lands, east of the bum. Captain Godsman's 
house stood on Croftertooi^-« narrow strip on the 
soutfa side of the Old Edinburffh Road as it 
starts off from what is now called the Cnldnthel 
Road. After his indoor woi^ was over, and his 
early dinner, Godsman invariably at the same 
houi^-^wet or dry— walked along the edge of tbe 
Haugh slopes as far as the descent to uie bum, 
not only tnat he might see bow things were get- 
ting on, but to enjov his 'constitutional' and the 
magnificent views all around. He was somewhat 
bent, and walked with his hands behind his back. 
Hence the place got, and will now ever retain, 
the name of 'Godsman's Walk.' When Provost 
Phineas Mackintosh built ^he old house of Dmm- 
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mond, he and his visitors frequeDtly took the 
Qodsman's Walk as a short cut, the Altnakkiah 
lands being open and in part muir, until Provost 
Robertson feued Altnaskiah from Osntray, who 
had succeeded the Duke of Qordon in the Hauffh 
landa." 

Hugh Miller and Robert Garmthers seem 
to have become acquainted in 1828, the 
year in which the latter came to Inyemeea. 
They were not far apart in age, Carruthera 
havme been bom in 1799, Miller in 1802. In 
his Schools and SchooLmasters Miller relatea 
how they came together; how he sent an 
Ode to the Ness to the Oourier, which the 
Editor did not publish; and how he then 
resolved to appeal to the public on his own 
account in a small volume. He selected 
some fifteen or twenty pieces in verse, written 
chiefly during the preceding six years, and 
put them into the hands of the printer of 
the Courier. 'It would have been a greatly 
wiser act,'' says MiUer, ''as I soon came to see 
had I put them into the fire instead; but 
my choice of a printing-office secured me 
at least one advantage — ^it brought me 
acquainted with one of the ableat and most 
accomplished of Scottish editors." The 
friendship thus formed remained unbroken 
until Miller's death. The Poems by a 
Journeyman Mason were oublished in June 
1829, and in the end of July Miller's Letters 
on the Herring Fishery began to appear. 
"My Letters/' says MiUer. "attracted atten- 
tion and were republishea in my behalf by 
the proprietors of the paper, 'in conseouenoe,' 
said my friend the editor, in a note which he 
kindly attached to the pamphlet which they 
formed, 'of the interest they had excited in 
the northern counties.'" Sir Walter Soott 
endeavoured to procure a copy after the 
limited impression was exhausted. The 
Letters now form part of the volume entitled 
"Tales and Sketches." Many years after 
they first appeared Dr Carruthers, speaking 
of the early correspondents of the paper said 
— "One of these, the greatest of aU, was that 
remarkable man who, as Burns said of one of 
his friends, 'held the patent for his honours 
immediately from Almighty Qod* — ^I mean 
Hugh Miller. When Miller sent me his 
Letters on the Herring Fishery I saw that a 
great prose writer had arisen in the land and 
that the land would soon be filled with his 
fame." It will be interesting to many readers 
to find below contemporary references to 
Hugh Millar's first volume. 
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From the " InvemeM Ckmrkr.** 
1829. 

January 14.~Tbere is a go«ip7 artida on tha 
witch stones at Forres and toe blasted beath 
near Imftioch, supposed to be the legendary 
meetinff-olaoe of Macbeth and the witchea. Tna 
Clnny niils at Forres bad been twice planted, 
and the plantation each time destroyed br fire, 
and wise folks shook their headi, rememoering 
the corses denonnoed hj the witches who were 
ezecntod there. ''Notwithstandins these start- 
ling occurrences, a gentleman lat^y attempted 
tol>reak one of tho Witdk Stones to furnish 
materials for building, but the iHiole neigh- 
bourhood rose en mssae and insisted oo the 
stone being replaced in its ancient site, where 
it still remains, bound with iron bars w clampa. 
A still stronger instance, howerer, of obduracy 
and hardihood remains to be related. The 
lairds haye actually resolred to diride, onlti- 
yate, and plant the identical blasted heath 1 
This has raised a strong outcry among tha 
neeaants for more reasons than one. The moor 
nas from time immemorial been used aa a com- 
mon, and waa familiarly held to be ^o man'a 
land.' The lawyers are, therefore, they ny, 
woiae than the witches, for the latter always 
secured to them a range of 'good outshot pas- 
ture.* But hopes are st&U entert<iined that 
the weird aisters will protect their own wild 
domain and assert their ancient supremacy. 
The repeated conflagrations at Cluny and the 
late spontaneous fire in the Moss of Inahodi 
(which forms part oi the heath) are beld to be 
indications of supernatural wrath not to be 
mistaken. The Moss wi' the fire spurting up 
through it looked for all the world like tlie 
cauldron itsel*, and a strange serpent was lately 
seen fiying in the air at the same placet' 
Whether it be possible to find a counterpoise 
to this supernatural machinery remains to be 
proyed ; but men are changed aa well as times. 
The lairds are resolyed to cultivate the blaated 
heath and the Forreaians their fayourite hill 
of Quny, trusting rather to closer obsemation 
and a better police than dreading the influencea 
of fast-decaying superstition." 

January 21. — The foundation of a handsome 
ffranite monument waa laid on Old New- Year's 
Say oyer the grave of Rob Donn, tha Reay 
bard, m the Church-yard of Durness, Suther- 
land. The ceremony waa carried out by Gap- 
tain Mackay, Marybank, with itasonio 
honours. 
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Ibid.^"Died, at Holbeck, near Leeds, ktelv, 
aged 106, Betty Jackson. She had resided the 
whole of her long life in that village, where she 
had been parish apprentice. When she was in 
her 23rd year she aooompanied the pack-horses 
which conveyed rations to General Ward's 
[Wade's] army, tlien at Tadcaster, on its route 
to Scotland to oppose the rebels in 1745. She 
had not suffered much from the infirmities of 
age ; Ae possessed most of her faculties entire, 
and retained an uncommon degree of sprightli- 
ness ; as an instance of which, about two years 
before her death, she sang a song with- a good 
deal of animation." 

JanuaiT 28.— The trial of Burke, the Edinburfljh 
murderer, had excited a panic regarding the 
doinfli of resurrectionists, that is persons who 
lifted dead bodies from their ffraves to sell 
them for dissection. A para^rapn in this issue 
makes it clear that the practice was canried on, 
and naturally excited dread and indignation. 
At Gartenmore, StratShspey, a psrty were fired 
on by watchmen, and one of them was wounded 
and carried off by his comrades. The dharge 
was of small shot. "In almost every town and 
village of the North nightly watcnes are ap- 
pointed over the churdh-jmrdi. At Forres, 
where a short time ago m regular system of dis- 
interment was carried on, a handsome little 
building has been erected in tbe church-yard 
for the purpose of protection, which is fur- 
nished with windows looking out in all direc- 
tiOTB, and is nighUy tenanted with guards." 
A story is told of an innkeeper who detected 
boxes going through bv coa<£, and being sus- 
picious, Ym one of them examined. It was 
found to contain a dead body. 

Ibid. — A correafpondence was going on at this 
time about a proposal to establish a steam 
ferry-boat between Nairn and Cromarty. A 
letter in this iasue characterises it as an absurd 
project. Other correspondents took a different 
view. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that arrangements are in pro- 
gress f<Mr the emigration of several hunored 
persons from Lord If acdonald's estates in Skye. 
Two respectable agents, Islesmen themselves, 
had chartered vessels for the purpose, partly 
as a trading speculation, partlV as an act <% 
philanthropy. ''The Island ot Gape Breton, 
in the Gulf <^ St Lawrence, is the point to 
which the views of the emigrants are oirected, 
and thither they are to be carried for the sum 
of two pounds sterling ! the agent foding them 
in fresh water during Uie voyage, but every 
man providing his own stock of provisions, far 
which a certiun extent of stowage is to be 
allowed him. Highlanders, it is well known, 
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caa exist oa very little when necewitj requires 
them to do BO. If each grown person, there- 
fore, lays in one boll of oatmeal and another 
of potatoes, there is no fear of him starrinff ; 
and thus for somewhat less than four pounds he 
will readb die promised land. A gnat many 
lalesmen who nave, of late years, gone out 
under exactly similar drcumstances, are now 
comfortably settled in Cape Breton and Prince 
Edward's Island ; and thu fact, communicated 
by thoae pioneers to their £riends at home, 
has in the present instance directed the tide of 
emigration to these quarters.'* 

February 4.— The death is recorded in Strath- 
naim of an old woman named Margaret liac- 
donald, who had serred for aome time tm m 
soldier. In her youth she loved a jovlub man, 
Hugh Fraser, woo enlisted as a soldier for ser- 
vice in America ; and in order to be near him, 
Margaret, without his knowledge, dreased her- 
self in mide alttire (not the kilt), and also en- 
listed. She accompanied the regiment abroad, 
but her aex was ulmmately detected by the rejn- 
mental tailor, when be was measuring her for 
some clothinff. The Colond was so interested 
in the case wat he gave permiasion to Husb 
and Kargaret to be married. "Nearly all the 
offlcers of the regiment were present at the 
ceremony, which took place in Washiogton, 
and a blither bridal had not been seen for many 
a day. As Hugh Fraser was as brave in the 
field as he had been true in love, he was in 
the following summer promoted to the rank of 
sergeant. On the expiratioo of his term <^ 
aervice, Hugh and Margaret returned to their 
native glen, and lived long to enjoy the re- 
ward of their well-tried affection. Margaret 
was the latest survivor, but her heart seemed 
ever to be fixed on the days of yore, and to 
anticipate the period when she wouldl sleep by 
the aide of the faithful husband for whom ahe 
had displayed such devotedness and heroism." 

February 11.— The bill to provide for Catholio 
Emancipation was announced in the King'a 
Speech on the 6th inat 

February 18. — ^There is a Ions memorial from the 
Town Oounoil on a bill for l>uilding, enlarging, 
and repairing gaols in Scotland. All the 
burgha were opposed to the burdens to be laid 
on them by the proposed measure. Hie In- 
vemesB memmial saya : — '*Every poaiible care 
aeems to have been taken in the mil to relieve 
the countiea from expenae ao long as a farthing 
can be wrung from toe burghs ; and every pre- 
caution employed to aecnre to these counties 
the whole power and credit of the measure, 
even down to the very trappin^ti of its name T 
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Ibid. — Hiere waa a goal deal of diacoBiioD about 
a project to ihorten the route to Dunkeld by 
a road from Invemefla direct to Spej-&idge 
through the Monadh-liadh. There ia a long 
lettler on the subject in thia issue. The County 
of Invemeai was also engaged in promoting a 
Turnpike BilL 

February 25.— "The rather novel but excellent 
practice of trial by jury before the Sheriff waa 
exhibited thia day in our Court-houae. Three 
oaaea were tried of comparatiyelv little im- 
nortance, but the Court waa crowded to exoeaa 
from a little after ten o'clock in the morning 
till twelve at night." 

Harcb 4. — There waa excitement oyer Catholic 
Emancipation. Strong hostility to the meaaure 
prevailed among Khe clergy of Roaa-ahire, and 
petitiona were sisned in every parish. ''Roes- 
shire appears to oe the only one of the seven 
Northern Cbuntiea that haa had recourae to 
petitiona, A motion of an anti-Catholio nature 
waa made at a meeting of the Nairn Preaby- 
tery kat week, but ita conaideration waa ad- 
journed till a aubaequent meeting, which in 
the present crisis was equivalent to a nega- 
tive.** 

Ibid. — ^At a meeting of Commlawnners of Sup- 
ply in Tain it was carried by a krge majority 
that Dingwall was a more suitable site for the 
County uaoL than Tain. The vote (as given 
in next issue) was 36 to 24. 

March 11. — On the previous Friday a number of 
boys and lada asaembled on the CastldilQ, 
whioh is described as a "fine green eminence 
which overlo<te the River Ness?* There is oo 
hint of any remains of the old CMle ex- 
isting. The object of the gathering was 
to bum ''a sort o^ eflSgy** expressive of hatred 
of Popery. The proceedings afterwardls de- 
veloped into ar disturbance, in whidi the win- 
dows of the Catholic Chapel and the Police 
Office were broken. 

March 18. — ^This number contains the report of 
the Edinburgh meeting, at which Dr Chalmers 
delivered his famous speech in favour of 
Catholic Emancipation. The excitement now 
prevailing in the North of Scotland may be 
gathered from the foUowins paragraph: — ^''A 
number of respectable gentlemen of the town 
and county of Nairn meditated last week the 
drawing up of petitions in favour of the bill 
now bdore Paruament, but owing to the pre- 
aent excited atate of the public mind, and from 
a conaciousneaa that the Dili will pasa, the de- 
aign haa been abandoned. A aimilar feeling, 
we ma^ add, is pret^ general in aU the North- 
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era Oountiet among the educated daetei. There 
can be no doubt, it it aaid, but tiie Premier 
will c(»duct the measure to a aucceaaful iwue, 
and why ihould we, merely to declare our 
opinion puUidy, run the riak of creating a dis- 
turbance, and endangering the security of our 
liyes and property T In Inverness petitions 
were got up against the bill. One wall by the 
Six Inoorpoiated Trades, and was signed by 
about 460 names of "masters, jouraeymen, and 
apprentices." Tliere were serious nots in the 
town ol Thurso. 

March 25. — ^This number contains an account of 
the duel between the Duke of WeUington and 
Hie Earl of Winchilsea. — ^There are numerous 
notices of petitions against the Emancipation 
Bill. 

Ibid.— "The Session Lands of Diriebught, near 
Inrerneas, consisting of about 22 acres, were 
tSiis day let on a 14 years' lease to the Millburn 
Diatillery Company for the sum of £136. The 
former rent, on an old lease held by Kr Welsh 
of Millburn, was only £16 per annum." 

April 1. — 'Hkb Minister and Heritors of the parish 
of Kirkhill allowed a decree of reduction of the 
sentence of the Piresbytery of Inverness, in the 
oa«e of the schoolmaster, to pass by default. 
The effect was to continue the pariidi school- 
master in olBce. though the Presbytery had 
endeavoured to remove him. The case at the 
time caused great local interest. 

April 8.— It is stated that universal stagnation 
of trade prevails throughout the manufacturins 
districts. In Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, 
and other towns thousands of operatives were 
out of employment. 

April 15. — On the i»evious Friday the bill for 
Otttholic Emancipation passed the House of 
Lords, and in due course received the Royal 
assent. 

April 22.^-Mr Telford, enpiineer, in reporting the 
observations made by him during his HigUand 
tour the previous summer, has the following 
note on Sutherland : — ^"In no put of the High- 
lands is the progress of improvement so evi- 
dent! as from Bonar-Bridge along the coast of 
Sutherland to Helmsdale. Previous to the 
commencement of the Dunrobin road, the Bonar 
and Helmsdale bridges, in 1806, when I 
travelled into that quarter, in surveying for the 
future roadft, it was with difficulty and not 
without danser that I could scramble along a 
rugeed, broken, sandy shore, or by narrow 
tracks on the edge of precipices, frequently in- 
terrupted by rude and inconvenient ferries; 
and having for lod^ngs onl^ miserable huts, 
scarcely protected from the mdemency of the 
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wendier; while the adjftoent country had 
acarody the marka of cnHivatioii. Now • mail 
ooachpaaaea daily from Tain by Bonar-Bridge. 
tflie Fleet Momid, Danrobin, Helmadale, ana 
the Ord of Osithneaa, to the extremity of the 
laUnd at Wick and Thnrao, without being in- 
tem^ifted by «i aingle ferry. Along the coaat 
of Sutherland there are commodious inns ; at 
Qolspie, near Dunrobin Castle, there is one 
equal to any to be found in England. Hdms- 
dale has become an important fishing station, 
where are two very decent inns, end a numb^ 
of herring houses. At Brora there is an ex- 
tensiye new TiHage, and the same at Bonar- 
Bridffe. Alon^^ the whole of the road the lands 
are laid out m regular farmsi, with proper 
dwellings end offices, some of them very ex- 
tenslre, the whole presenting a picture whicfa 
must aiford pleasure to eyeryone wfao feels 
gratified in obsenrinff the prosperity of hie 
country. For the wnole of this, excepiing 
the roads and bridges, the public is indebted to 
the Sta£ford family and their actiye and intelli- 



Ibid.— "We understand that Mr Robert Urquhart 
has been admitted as a procurator befora the 
Sheriff and other Oaurts in Morayshire, and 
has commenced business in Forres. 

April 29. — ^There is a letter in this issue signed 
'If.," eyidenUy written bj Huffh Miller. It 
relates to Oomarty traditions iniich he after- 
wards published. It was shortly before this 
time that Miller called at the "Cfourier^ office, 
which was then in High Street, and made the 
acauaintanoe of Mr Oarruthera. His Poems 
haa not jret appeared. 

May 13.— ''We understand that; the London 
smacks belonging to this place are to com- 
mence sailing once a^week after the 1st of June. 
They are to sail from London eyery Ihnrsdaj 
and from Cromarty eyery Tuesday." Ihis 
shows that the smacks still ccmtinued to run 



May 20.— Ihere was at this time considerable 
friction between the Parliamentary Oommis- 
sioners of Highland Roads and Bridgea and 
the local Heritors. Meantime it is stated that 
the toll-bers in the county, seyen in number, 
had been let for a total rental of £674, being 
an increase of more than £200 on the proceeds 
of the preyious year. Hie writer of the para- 
graph adds : — "The amount of tcA deriyed 
from the coaches on the Fort-George and 
Badenoch Roads, ex^uaiye of the maaa, was 
last year £368, which, being added to the 
produce of the tolls, makes a total of no less 
tiban £1042. This will proye the best' way of 

9 
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adjiuting tbe difFefcnoea between the Heri- 
tors and OommknonerB." 

Hay 27.^It is stated that Sir Peter lAwrie, ooe 
of the Aldermen of Loxxlon, and Sir Riobard 
Bimie, the head Police MagiBtrate in Englaad, 
were both natives of ScoUand» and began life 
in the employment of Mr Qodsman, "son of 
that Captain Qodsman whcee name ]s\b familisf 
as a household word in Inverness, from the oir- 
cnmstances of his having formed one of the 
most beantfilul and romantio walka in the 
vicinity of the town." It seems doubtful 
whether Oaptain Qodsman made tSie walk, but 
he certainly used it. 

June 3.— In this issue is advertised Hugh Miller's 
first work, "Poems Written in the Ldsore 
Hours of a Journeyman Mason. " The price 
is four shillings. The advertisement gives a 
synopsis of the contents. A note in the same 
issue axmounces the publication of the volume, 
and says tfiat " the author resides at Cromarty, 
and ii unquestionably possessed of geuius of 
no common order." 

Ibid. — ^Tlie Royal Bur^riis of Scotland are con- 
gFstuhitedl on tbe wiuidrawal of the GkM>l Bill, 
which had proved so obnoxious to them. 
Another bill, however, was promised, and was 
required. The gaols could not be left as they 
were. "The Lord Advocate draws a melan- 
choly picture of the want of accommodation and 
comfort in many Scottish gaols, and annrngst 
the rest is thai ai our own Iu>yal burgh, tbough 
in one respect we are outdone by our coontey- 
men of I>umfries, who give their prisoners ao- 
eess to the open air by suspending them in an 
iron cage attached to the wall.*' 

June 10.— In this number there is a review of 
Hugh Miller*8 volume. The writer, who is evi- 
dently Mr Oarruthers, quotes a remark by Mac- 
kenzie that <^here is a certain poetic ffround 
on which a man cannot tread without feelings 
that enlarge the heart, and that many who are 
not able to reach tbe Parnassian heights, may 
yet approadi so near as to be betteml by the 
air of the climate." Miller's volume is con- 
sidlered as affording an excellent illustration of 
this maxim. At the same time, ih» poems are 
commended as possessing "considerable power 
botb of thought and expression, and so much 
harmony in the versification, and varie^ of 
imaeery, as to afford another instance of the 
trutn cl an observation made by Rousseau that 
genius, like flame, will burst through all ob- 
structions." Hugh Miller's personality had 
evidentlv made a deeper impression on the 
editor than the poems themselves, though ap- 
preciation of their merits is not lacking. Mr 
Camxthers quotes a passage from the work, 
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and concludes by expreesing satisfaction that 
the author gave unrexuittiiig attention to his 
occupation ss a mason, and confined his devo- 
tion to the muses to his leisure hours. 

June 17. — ^In this and two subsequent issues there 
are anecdotes and reminiscences of the Rev. Mr 
Qordioiih, who was miniater of Alvie, in Bade- 
noch, at the time of the '45. He is said to have 
liyed to the great age of 105 years, and his 
memoiy was lone cherished in Badenoch. He 
died in 1787. Tbo Scottish Fasti says his rleath 
occurred in tibe 101st year of his age and the 
57th of his ministry. It was Mr Grordon who 
was summoned hetare the Duke of Cnmberiand 
at Inverness to answer for his conduct in re- 
lieving rebels after Oulloden. The minister is 
reported to have said — ^'^ay it please your 
Royal Highness, I am exceeilinglv straitened 
between two contrary commands, both coming 
from very hiffhi authority. My Heavenly Kinsrs 
son commands me to feed! the hungry, to clothe 
the naked, to give meat and drink to my very 
enemies, and to relieve to the utmost of my 
power indiscriminately all objects of disease 
that come in my way. My earthly Kind's son 
commands me to drive the houseless wuiderer 
from my dbor, to shut my bowels of compassion 
against the cries of the needy, and to with- 
hold from my fellow-mortals in distress the 
relief which it is in my power to afford. Praj 
which of these commands am I to obey?** It is 
obe instance to the credit of the Duke that he 
commended Mr Gordon, and told him to obey 
the commands of his Heavenly King's Son. 

June 24.-1110 Sheep and Wool Faur was held 
the previous week. Prices — Chevio4; wedders, 
18s to 24s ; ewes, 12s 6d to 14s ; lambs, 7s to 
8s 6d ; blackfaced wedders, 148 to 18s ; ewes, 
98 to 10s 6d ; lambs, 68 to 7s. Little business 
was done in wool, but Cheviot wool brought 
last yearns jMrices, namely, 8s 6d and 9s per 
stone. The project of postponing the market 
for a few weeks later, thouffh not formally 
brought forward, was discussed. 

July 1. —Among gifts to the Museum of the 
I^<«rihem ^titution is ihe following: — ^"A 
lithographic sketch, from Qeorge Madcenaie, 
Esq., writer, Dingwall, of the arms of Sir 
Thomas Urquhart of Oromarty, taken 
from a carved slab formerly in the family 
mansion-house of Oomarty, and now in the San- 
beachie Obtta^, dated 1651. The sketch of 
this curious piece of sculpture waa executed 
some years ago by Th<Mnas Mackenaie, Es^ of 
Kinbeachie, Uie representative of the ancient 
family." 

Ibid— The Commissioners entrusted with ilie ad- 
ministration of £50,000 to build churches and 
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manses in the Highlands report that they luiye 
built forty-two drarches and forty-one manses, 
all paid in full ; and that they have a small sur- 
plus over which they intend to apply in build- 
ing a church and manse at GkmocK, in StraUi- 
cooon. This they represent as a specially re- 
mote and needy distnct. With the buildings 
at Gamoch, the report says, the work of the 
Commissioners "may be deemed final and com- 
plete." 

July 15. — ^The opening up of the Ness Islands is 
recorded. The appeal made to the public in 
the previous year nad been promptly responded 
to, several hundred pounds having been sub- 
scribed. " The first and larger island has been 
laid out with considerable taste, and culti- 
vated with great care; it is adorned with a 
profusion of flowering plants and everpeeos, 
and with spacious, neatly-formed walks winding 
on each side.'' A baudaome suspension bridge 
hadi been thrown across tiie eastern branch of 
the river, to make the Islands accessible. '' It 
is a light and graceful structure, and wants 
only a companion on the other side to render it 
coinplete. Without another bridge to eon' 
nect the walks on tbe opposite side of the river, 
the improvement will continue very defective 
and uzifinished ; and as the funds are already 
exhausted, we think the Oommittee ought to 
make a second appeal to the public, to en- 
deavour to secure this desideratum.'* 

Ibid. — ^"Instructions have been received from the 
Geiwral Post-Office that from the date of Sun- 
day next, the South mail will in future, instead 
of arriving at three a.m. as at present, reach 
Inverness oy ten o'clock on the previous even- 
ing. This acceleration has been accomplished 
by abridging ttie stoppa^^s and bringing the 
mail direct by Huntly, instead of the coast 
road by Banff. The mail at the same time will 
h* despatdied for the South at twelve o'clock at 
night instead of ten." 

Ibid. — ^Ai summary is given of a new Sheriff Court 
Small Debt Act It rendered decrees and ar- 
restments operative in any county, and not 
merely in the county of the debtor's residence, 
as <ha«tofore. 

July 22.— The Committee of the General Assem- 
bly issued their r«)ort on education in the 
Highlands. Since May 1828 the Committee had 
established 19 additional sdiools, making the 
number oa the establishment 85. The prooress 
was gratifying, but the report say»-^*On a 
moderate computation, 170 additional schools 
are still required in the Highlands and Islands, 
and upwards of 8000 of the young betwixt 
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eight and fifteen yean of age are itill unable 
to read and write.^ 

Ibid. — The French Dno de Chartret visited In- 
▼emeu the preTiona week. He made a pencil 
sketch of the honse in Inyemess in which Prince 
Charles Edward resided previoas to the battle 
of Culloden, and whidi waa afterwards ooca- 
pied by the Dnke of Onmberland. The Dnke 
Tisited Cnlloden battlefield, being shown over 
it by ''honest John Maodonald/ who was ac- 
customed to act asffnide. 1%e paragraph says 
tkat the Dnc de Obartres had the good taste 
and feeling to condemn a barbarous practice 
whidli esistod ai opening the grsTes of the High- 
landers for the porpose of carrying off bones as 
reli/s. 

July 29.-^Hu^h Miller^s Letters on the Herrinir 
Fisherr begm on this date, and are continoed 
througn sereral issues. 

August 6 and 12. — These two issues contain ac- 
counts of the great floods of the 9rd and 4tk 
August. The story is told in full by Sir 
Thomas Dick Lander in his book on the Moray 
Floods. The only flood with whidi this could 
be compared at the time was one wbidi oc- 
curred m September 1766. The flood of 1829, 
however, was said to be much greater than its 
precursor.* 

August 12.— Hue young Chief of Qlengarry at; 
t»ined his maj<^ty on the 29tb inst. The 
occasion was celebrated by a dinner in the 
Kaodonnell Arms, Olengacry. Oaptain ICac- 
donell of Achad-leathann was in the chair. 

Ibid.— ''Died, oo 2Glth July, in the house of 
her son, Captain J. Macdonell of Killiechonate, 
Catharine, widow of the hto John JAu of 
Aberaxder, and the last surviving of the dbild- 
ren of the late Cobnel Alexanaer liacdonell 
of Keppodi, who fell at the head of his own 
regiment in the battle of Oulloden. Mrs Mac- 
donell waa a perfect model of a lady of the old 
school, and bmved by all for her benevolence 
of heart, as well as engaging mannen. At 
the advanced age of ninety she retained the use 
of all her f aoolSes, and was cheerful and active 
to the last. Her funeral, on Monday, notwith- 
standing the unfavourablcness of the weather, 
was attended by upwards of 600 persons.*' 

September 2.^^A second storm swept over the 
conntrv on the 26th and 27lh ult. It is de- 
scribeci as " even more violent than that of the 
9rd and 4th ult.,** but it was not so widespread 
and disastrous. Still, it seems to have been 
bad enough. The Valley ai the Ness suffered, 
"niursday,'* says the report, "was without 
exception the most awful day we ever wit- 

• Note A.~The Monty Floods. 
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nened. The nun fell in torrente, and the 
wind was a perfect hnrrioaoe." A vesael in 
the haibonr at Nairn wa« wrecked and most of 
the pier diaappeared 

September 16.— "The highly naeful project of 
■applying our good town with water is now 
nearly finiahed, and bids fair to be completely 
suocessfol. Last night the machinery was put 
to the test in presence of a mimber of specta- 
tors. The water-wheel that driyes the force 
pump, by means of which tiie water is sent to 
the reservoir, is of limple bnt powerfnl con- 
struction, made under the direcUon of that 
ingenious medianlc, Ur Miller, manajser of 
the Company's works. It is made to nse ssid 
fall according to the state c^ the riyer, and pro- 
pels the water through pipes a diatanoe of 
1300 yards, at an elevation of about 100 feet. 
Last night water was for the first time forced 
up to Uie reservoir, and from thence down 
Castle Street and Bridge Street, thus prov- 
ing the practicability and! success of the 
works." 

September 30. — ^The Northern Meeting and In- 
verness Races w«ne held the previous week. 
"The attendance was moro respectable than 
numerous." 

Ibid. — ^Dr Robertson of Aultnaskiah was re-elected 
Provost of Inverness. Hie Common Good of 
the burgh, realised £963 14s. This included 
£620 f<Mr anchorage and rfiore dues, being a 
decrease of £45 on the previoua year. The 
Petty Ouatoms and Toll of the Old Bridge 
fetched £320. 

October 7.— The County of Inverness concurred 
in the proposal of the Convener, Sheriff Fraaer- 
Tytler, that it was expedient and of import- 
ance to have the members of Parliament for the 
Northern Counties added to the Board of Par- 
liamentary Commiaaioners for Highland Roada 
and Bridgea. — ^The aame meeting considered a 
report of a C(Mnmittee on the state of the In- 
verness Qaol. The report recommended that 
a new gaol should be built, the expense to be 
defrayed by an assessment of tha^pence on 
every pound Soots of valued rent to be paid by 
the proprietors, and three hal^ence on every 
pound of ront payable by tenants. Supposing 
the gaol to cost £10,000, the whole of that aum 
with interest would in this way be paid in six 
years. The meeting continued the Committee, 
with instructions to meet with the Inverness 
Magiatrates with a view to transmit a joint 
report to the Secretary of State. This joint 
report was adopted in the end of October. It 
recommended that gaola ahould be erected and 
maintained at the expenae of eadi daaa of the 
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oommunity aooording to abili^, aMestment to 
be levied on real rent in town andl coonty. 

Ibid— "A drcnmstanoe, happily now of rare oc- 
cmenoe, took place on the SSth uh. A large 
smugffling luffger waa captnred in Loch-8ni- 
Kortriale of Sl^e, with eleven men and a valu- 
able cargo of ^f tea, tobaooo, and annff on 
board. The aeixnre waa not made till after a 
long dhaae, and aeveral gona were fired." 

October 14.— There is anoted from ''The Oale- 
donian Mercory" a ooidial notice of 'Toema by 
a Journeyman Ifaaon." The critic 8ays.''thAt 
the pieoea contained in the hmnble volume be- 
fore na bear the itamp and imprcM of no ordin- 
ary genius." 

Ibid.— The death is announced of Bailie John 
Simpson, in his 68th year. He had! been more 
than forty years a merchant in Inverness, and 
about half that time a magistratei He was 
iKiCed for his freed(xn "from anyt^iing like 
guile or aeifishness," and for kindlineis and 
warmth of heart. 

Ibid.^lCr William Murray of Rosemount was 
elected Provost of Tain. Sir Gbarles A. Ross 
of BaJnagown was made a burgess of the 
town. 

October 21. — ^Three prisoners. Irishmen, made 
their escape from the gaol of Tain by breaking 
through toe walls. A Ooimnittee of Oommis- 
siooers of Supply and Justices reported in 
favour of erecting a new jail at Dingwall. 

Ibid. — There is a contribution, two columns long, 
entitled ''Authentic Narrative of the Passage 
of John de Qxt>at from Holland, of his arrival 
at Dunoansbay Head, in Caithness, and his first 
reception from the natives, ftc." It is written 
by a correspcmdent at John O'Groaf s, who was 
m the habit of sending dever poetical pieces, 
and whom the editor requested to try his hand 
at prose. 

November 14.^At a meeting of the Inverness 
Farmer Society there was a discussion on the 
annusl cost of a pair of farm horses, including 
the expense of a ploughman and wear and tear 
of harness. One practicai farmer, whose calcu- 
latioD is given, figured out the cost at £66 19s 
3d. Hie servants' wages are put at £8, and 
meal £6, making a total of £14. 

Ibid.—" Died, at Aiz-la-C9iapelle, Lieut. -Oolonel 
Golquhoun Grant, son of the late Duncan 
Qrant <^ lingieston, of disease contracted at 
Arracans. This distinguished officer, during the 
Peninsular war, and subsequently in Belgium « 
was at the hew) of the Intelligence Department 
of the anny." 

November 25.— There is a report of a meeting of 
the Nairnshire Missionary Society— Mr James 
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A. Gnnt, Viewfleld, in the chair. Hi* oontri- 
bationt for the Tear amounted to more than 
£53. 
December 30.^T1ie Editor doeea the year 1829 
with cordial thanks for increaaed eapport In 
le« thaa two yean there had been an addition 
of more than 860 ■abeehbera. He apedaUy 
thanka hia correapondenta— *teme of them dea- 
tined, if we mistake not, to reflect honour on 
the literatore of their oonntry.*' 8eTeral con- 
tribntiona from Hnsfa Miller, beaidea hia Lettera 
on the Herring Fiahefy, can be traced throngh 
the laat eidbt montha of the year. They ap- 
pear io renaed form in hie publiahed wona. 
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No. VL 

The year 1830 is the diyiding line between 
two political en». When the year began, 
however, the premonitions of chiuige showed 
themselves only in general mutterings and 
discontent. The Gk>yemment of the Duke 
of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel had been 
weakened by the Act of Gatholic Emanoipa- 
tion^ which was resented by a large section 
of his own party. The Duke had previously 
parted with an influential section of the 
WhijSB, and the Opposition was rapidly be- 
coming compact and powerful, reintorced on 
occasion by Tory malcontents. Hie subject 
of electonu reform was coining to the front, 
thou^ more slowly than one would imagine 
at this distance of time. The real grievance 
arose from the distress of the count 17. 
Manufacturers and agriculturists were botli 
su£fering to suoh an extent that a member of 
Parliament described the working classes as 
approaching starvation. When Parliament 
met in Februairy 1830, the House of Com- 
mons waa disappointed by the cold term? in 
which the Bo]^ n>eeoh spoke of the condi- 
tion of affairs. This intensified the feelings 
of dissatisfaction which had previously ex- 
isted, and Ministers had a troubled time. 
While the political temper was in this un- 
settled state, G^rge Fourth died in the 
month of June. 

The second half of 1830 had scarcely begun 
when the Bevolution broke out in France, 
which drove Charles X. from the throne, ana 
set up Louis Philippe. The movement was 
hailea with enthusiasm in Britain, where the 
autocratic policy of Charles and his Minister 
Prince de PoHgnac was regarded with strong 
aversion. The upheaval in France^ excited 
Belidnm, which disliked the connection with 
Holland established by the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815. and a revolt at Bruss^ 
ended^ before the close of the year, in the 
establishment of Belgian independence. 
Events on the Continent reacted on this coun- 
try, and created a strong desire for politioaJ 
Beform. 

The new King, William IV., had been w^- 
oomed on his accession to the Throne, but his 
popularity did not strengthen the Duke of 
Wellington's administration. The new Par- 
liament which was summoned on the acces- 
sion of the Kinff speediljr showed its disfiatis- 
faction with the Cabinet. The Houses 

10 
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msBembled on the 26th of October, and got to 
bnsinMs early in Norember. Earl Grey, re- 
ferring to the diitnrbanoeB on the Continent, 
HK>ke in the Lords of the importance of secur- 
ing the affections of their feUow-rabjectfl by 
reforming Parliament. The Duke of Wel- 
lington at once took up a position of hopeless 
antagonism. He said '*he had nev^er neai^ 
or read of any measure up to the present 
moment which could in any degree satisfy 
his mind that the state of the representation 
oould be improved, or be rendered more satis- 
factory to the countrr at Large than at the 
present moment.'' Tnere is a story that the 
Tory Peers were themselyes so amaied at 
this declaration that when Wellington sat 
down, a hum of criticism arose throuizh the 
House ; and the Duke, on asking a colleagne 
what it meant, received the reply, "Ton have 
announced the fall of your Gk>vemment, that 
is all." The actual defeat, however, came 
on a motion in the House of Commons, pro- 
posed by Sir Hmiry Pamell, for a Committee 
on the Civil List. This motion was carried 
on the 15th of November by a majority of 29, 
and the Ministry resigned. Earl Grey was 
sent for to form an administration, and 
Brougham became Lord Chancellor. Lord 
Althorp was selected as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and leader of the House of Commons, 
with Lord John Russell as one of his most 
active colleagues. It was understood from 
the outset that Parliamentary Reform would 
ensosge the attention of the new Ministry. 

The year 1830 is famous for the opening of 
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway, which 
proved beyond dispute the value of the form 
of locomotion advocated by George Stephen- 
son. The opening ceremony oocurred on 
15th September. Unfortunately the occa- 
sion was marred by an accident which proved 
fatal to William Huskisson, the member for 
Liverpool, a man who had done eminent ser* 
vice as a statesman and financier. Huskis- 
son was Imocked down by a passing engine, 
and died on the evening of the same day. 

Frain the ** Inverness Courier" 
1830. 

January 6.— A few days before th«re was 
launched at Cromarty, from the shipyard of 
Hu£^ Allan, a large handsome schooner, which 
was christened "The Sutors of Cromarty.'* 
The launch is described by a correspondent, 
evidently Hugh Miller, who makes the inci- 
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dent the occasion for a column of interesting 
traditions. 

Janoary 13.— There is a long account in this 
issue of a case that arose in connection with 
the administration of Dr White's charity, Ross- 
keen. The ca«e is not now of special interest, 
but the extract from the will of the testator, 
Dr White, of Bombay, may be quoted:— "I 
direct that £2000 sterling be founded or morti- 
fied in that parish [Rosskeen] for the decayed 
and modest poor — that the interest of the 
above sum be annually distributed among the 
moet indigent, in sums from three to five 
pounds yearly, c»teris paribus the name of 
Bethune to be preferred. The minister for 
the time being and elders to be managers, with 
two of the chief heritors in rotation of twenty 
years.** 

January 20. — Ihe Magistrates and bakers of 
InTemess met to consider the price of bread, 
and agreed to reduce it a penny per 4-lb. loaf. 
The price of this loaf for fine bread was fixed 
at ninepence, aod second quali^ seyenpenoe. 

Ibid. -The Reay country had recenthrbeen acquired 
by the house of Sutherland, and extensive im- 
provements were contemplated. "A complete 
survey has been made of the whole, and roads 
and bridg^^ are forthwith to be entered upon. 
The people seem highly sratifiedthat since it 
was found necessary to dispose of the estate, 
it has fallen into the hands of the present 
noble proprietor J the Marquis of Stafford, 
whose public spirit will undoubtedly supply 
the natives with means of employment, and 
thus materially better their condition. The 
lands of the noble Marquis in the North, by tiiis 
recent extension, stretch over a tract of countrv 
exceeding, in a direct line, one hundred miles. ' 

January 27.— -Subscriptions for the improvements 
of Uie Ness Islands had reached the amount of 
£803 8s 6d. It was hoped that further con- 
tributions would be obtained to enable the com- 
mittee to complete their original scheme of 
throwing a bridge over the western branch of 
the river, and so connecting the banks on both 
sides. In the next issue an additional sum of 
£60 was announced from Mr David Ingtis, 
Ix>ndon, making his contribution £100. 

Ibid. — A letter from Stomoway states that the 
Hon. Mrs Stewart Mackenzie had established 
five Sabbath Schools in that town, besides a 
female school where the children of the poor 
were taught during the week English, Gaelic, 
writinflT, and needlework ; also a Sabbath even- 
ing school for the instruction of female ser- 
vants. The same lady was endeavouring to 
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efltabliah similar schools in other parishes in 
the Lews. 

February 3. — ^The price of bread in Inverness is 
the subject of discussion. Tiro points of some 
interest are brought out. One is that the loaf 
sold here for 9d was then 6 ounces 8 drains less 
in wdffht than the loaf sold in Edinburj^ for 
8d. Tne other has reference to the legal posi- 
tion of the trade. '"We are told/' says the 
editor, '*that the bakers are by law allowed 25 
per cent, and that as the Magistrates cannot 
interfere with them within this allowance, the 
best way to reduce prices would be to estaolish 
a competition." 

Ibid. — ^A meeting was held at Elgin to consider 
the question of liffhting the town with gas. 
'It was resolved that the Magistrates, having 
agreed to pay annually for five years the sum 
of £35, the inhabitants should assess them- 
selves in a rate of 4d per pound rent for a 
like period of five years, all houses under £6 
rent being exempted from the assessment." 
The meeting next resolved to form a joint stock 
company, with a capital of £2500, and 
within half-an-hour £lo40 worth of shares were 
taken. 

Ibid. — At an Excise Court held in Gran- 
town, a number of persons were cited for 
having in their possession candle-moulds or 
home-made candles, without having paid 
duty. The Excise officers had made a raid in 
the district, and brought up between forty and 
fifty cases. The Justices would not convict 
where onlv one candle was found, or where 
moulds only were produced, holding *^hat the 
mere possession of a mould did; not constitute 
a breach of the Excise laws." In cases where 
more than one candle was found, the Court 
awarded a ''mitigated" penalty of £25, with 
a recommendation to the Board of Excise to 
exact no more than a nominal fine. This raid 
led to an angry correspondence in subse- 
quent numbers. The Excise officers alleged 
that the candles were not made for home use, 
but were turned out in considerable numbers 
for sale. They had seized as many as 32 stones 
of candles. 

Febniejy 10.— Two serious crimes are reported 
in this number. One is the murder of a lonely 
woman named Helen Mackenzie, sixty vears of 
age, at her cottage near Uie miD-dam of Achna- 
garron, Easter Ross. The motive was robbery, 
as ehe was believed to possess money. A search 
through subsequent files shows that the autho- 
rities failed to discover the murderer. — ^The 
other serious case was the robbery of a pedlar 
near Grantown. The poor man was attacked 
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and left imenaible. He waa robbed of £23 in 
money, and of goods to the value of £30. The 
perpetrators of this outrage were not dis- 
covered, at least at the tune. 

Ibid.— The debates at the opening of Parliament 
are reported at considerable len^h. The 
Goremment of the Duke of Wellmgton was 
getting into those diffiodties which led to the 
firspb Reform Bill. A clause in the Royal 
Speech, which represented the distress in this 
country as local or partial, was keenly re- 
sented. 

February 17.— The death of General Stewart of 
Garth, Governor of the Island of St Lucia, 
occurred on 18th December. 'The General 
was known as a gallant voldier, and no less 
known as the author of one oi the most inter- 
esting books in the language — 'Sketches of the 
Highlands, fto.' We lately saw a letter from 
the GenenJ, written in high health and spirits, 
in which he indulged the anticipation of long 
and happy diays in St Lucia. He had begun a 
number of improyementa, towards the com- 
pletion of which he was looking eagerly for- 
ward, little dreaminff of the meuincholy event 
that was so nigh at hand.*' 

Ibid. — ''Early in the morning of Saturday, the 
6th inst., before da^rlight, as a party of Excise 
officers were returning from a smrey in the 
Dingwall district, after destroying a quantity 
of malt, they were fired at from amonnt some 
bushes by the roadside at Crofts of Ardna- 
grask, near the Muir of Ord. One of the men 
had two slug shots fired throusfa his hat, and 
his head was slightly ffrased, out none of the 
party were injured. As the Excisemen were 
ignoragt of tn% strens^h of the party, they 
judged it best to pursue their journey without 
attemptinff to seize their assailants." 

February 24.— At a meeting of the Magistrates 
and bakers of Invemess, held on this date, it 
was resolved to return to the old weight of 
the quartern loaf, 4 lbs. 6 oz. 8 dr., and to fix 
the price as follows : — Fine quartern loaf, 9d ; 
second do., 7d; and the small bread in pro- 
portion. Thie change was due to threatened 
comfpetition, and the paragraph says that "we 
think the old monopoly is now fairly broken 
down, and will never again be so firmly estab- 
lished." 

Mardi 3. — ^A very beautifully executed series of 
drawings by a lady, done from the etchings 
of Mr Petley, of the carved stones at Nigg 
and Shandwick, in Ross-shire, were laid before 
the Northern Institution. They were in- 
tended tor the Royal Antiquarian Society of 
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OopenfaageD, between whom aud the Northern 
In»titatio& a correspondence bad for eome time 
Mibusted. At the lame meeting Mr George 
Anderft>n, tbe secretary, read a paper on yitn- 
fled forts. 

Ibid. — ^The baptism of a oonTerted Jew, which 
took place in the InTemess Oaelic Church, 
caused some local excitement. Tbe ceremony 
was performed hv the Rev. Mr CSark. The man 
was a natiye of Warsaw, named Ezekiel or 
Caspar Auerback, and was a hawker of station- 
ery and other articles. 

March 10. — ^There is a description of a wild boar 
hunt which took place by the side of the 
Deveron, in Banffshire, borne years previously 
the Earl of Fife had imported a boar and three 
sows from Gtermanv, but they and their 
progeny had dropped off one by one, except 
a single fine boar, which haunted the district. 
During a snowstorm, however, he became a 
terror to the people, and the country-mde 
turned out with dog and gun to despatch him. 
"His path was easily tracked in the snow, and 
on meeting the fierce intruder a spirited scene 
ensued. His extraordinarv speed, no less than 
his ferocity, kept tbe belligerents at bay for 
some time, but he was at length destroyed, 
pierced by a number of boillets." 

March 17. — The steamer Maid of Morven, from 
Inverness to GUsffow, foundered at Oban 
quay. She had taken the ground when the 
tide receded, and the weight of goods over- 
balanced her. No lives were lost. 

March 31. — The foundation-stone of Anderson's 
Institution was laid ab Elgin on theprevious 
Wednesday with Masonic honours. I%e mem- 
bers of two lodges took nart in the 
ceremony, namely, Kilmolymock Lodge and 
Trinity Lodge. The foundation-stone was 
laid by the Orandmaster, William Brodie of 
Brodie.' 

April 7. — 'The fever of emigration is at present 
raging in its height in the county of Suther- 
land, and the wiMk of Upper Canada are this 
year the chosen scene for this voluntary exile. 
Vessels have been freighted to sail about the 
end of May, and no less than three hundred 
males, bestdtes children, have already regis- 
tered their names as passengers.'* 

April 14. — From the report of the Commissioners 
on Highland Roads and Brid^ it appeared 
that £1800 had been expended m repairing the 
damage caused by the floods of 1829, and that 
other £10,000 would be required. 

Ibid.^A movement was on loot to establish an 
Academy at Nairn, and a list of subscriptions 
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is giTen.— A Mechanics* Institute was also set 
on foot at Kaim. 

April 21 and 28.— A jnrr trial was held at Inver- 
ness, in which the Hon. Mrs Hay Mackenzie 
was pursuer and Sir Hugh Munro, Bart of 
Fowlis, was defender. The case related to the 
possession of a small glen oo Ben-Kevis, called 
Oorrienafiole, occupied as a summer graaing 
and a diooting ground in the autumn. A great 
numher of witnesses were examined in Gaelic. 
The trial lasted for three days, and in the 
end the jiiry found for the pursuer. 

Ibid. — ^Ihe first notice appears of tho Assynt 
murderer, famous in local annals. The body 
of a pedlar named Murdb Grant, who is de- 
scribed as a steady, respectable Jyoung man, 
waa found in a loch in Assynt. Tlie marks on 
his body showed that it was too probable he 
had met with a violent death. The Sheriff of 
Sutheriand and the Procurator-Fiscal, who 
were attending the Circuit Court at Inverness 
when the news arrived, set off to investigate 
the matter. 

May 5. — ^There are reports of discussions at the 
Synod of Moray and the Presbytery of Inver- 
ness relative to the law of patronage. At both, 
the Rev. Mr Clark, Inverness, moved an over- 
ture to the General Assembly urging; the pro- 
priety of enacting that before a minister could 
be inducted to a church, a call to him must be 
regulariy signed by a maxority of the male com- 
municants of a parish. Rev. Mr Fraser, of 
KirkhiU, seconded. The overture was re- 
jected in the Synod by 20 votes to 9, and in 
the Presbytery by 5 votes to 4. One of the 
arguments against the overture was that it 
would bring the Church into collision with the 
civil law. 

May 28. — '<Sir Robert Peel, the venerable father 
of Mr Secretary Peel, died on MondSay week, 
and the consequent absence of the Secretary 
has caused some interruption to the business 
of the ilouee of Commons. Several motions 
have been postponed, and the House adjourned 
ou Thursday mght to Monday. Mr O'Connell 
and Lord John Russell have postponed their 
motions on the subject of the reform of the 
representation of the people, which stood for 
Thursday, till Friday, May 28." 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that a young man named Mac- 
leod, had been arrested in Assynt on suspicion 
of being connected with the murder of the 
pedlar, Murdoch Grant. He body of the 
murdered man had been dreadfully bruised and 
mangled by a hatchet or hammer. It was 
known that he had left his native parish of 
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Lochbroom with goods in bia pa^ to tbe Talue 
of at least £60, and money on bis person to tbe 
amount of £5. Suspicion aligbtca on Macleod 
from his changing a £5 bank note. 

May 19. — ^The trial of a will case, known as tbe 
Dundoonell cause, occupies a large part of the 
paper. The jury were unable to agree, and 
were discharged. 

Ibid. — ^Among tbe donations to tbe Northern In- 
stitution was a set of preserved specimens of 
the Linn»a borealis in flower, gathered on the 
Knock of Alves, near Elgin, by the Rev. 
George Gk>rdon of that town. From the same 
gentleman there was also laid on the table a 
complete and yaluable assortment of the rocks 
found in the lower disMct of Morayshire, ac- 
companied by a memoir on the geology of that 
part of the country. Mr George Anderson, 
the Secretary, also read a paper on the great 
boulder, T<Mn Riach, which stands on the 
sooth bank of the River Nairn, about two miles 
from CuUoden battleBeld. 

May 26.— The Right Hon. Charles Grant, M.P., 
presented the Rev. Alexander Beith, minister 
at Kilbrand<Mi, to the parish of Glenelg, in the 
Presbytery of Lochcarron. 

June 2. — On the 24th ult. a Oromarty boat, re- 
turning from Wick with passengers, struck on 
a rock in the nei^hboinhood of Dunbeath, and 
all on board, with one exception, perished. 
Ten lives were losC, including % family named 
Ross from Tain, consisting of husband and 
wife and six children. "It is not a little re- 
markable," says the report, "that since the 
middle of autumn last a mater number of the 
inhabitants of Cromarty nave perished at sea 
than for the thirty years preceding." 

June 9. — The q^uestion whether Catholics were 
liable for fees to Session Clerks was decided in 
the negative by the Sheriff-Substitute at In- 
verness. The case arose out of a claim made 
b^ the Session-Clerk of Kilmonivaig for re- 
gistering the births and marriages of certain of 
the parishioners who were Roman Catholics. 
The entries were made without the knowledge 
or consent of the parents. 

Ibid. — '^e understand that the important cause 
betwixt Glengarry and the Oededonian Canal 
Commissioners, which has been for some years 
in the Court of Session, was decided in favour 
of the Commissioners on S^^urday last. The 
case related to the possession of Loch-Oich, 
which is surrounded by lands belonging to 
Glengarry, and for the* use of which, in the 
formation of the Canal, he claimed compensa- 
tion from the Commissioners, The decision 
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floes to estaUiah what wm orged for the do- 
fenden, that an iiilaiui loch ia the proper^ of 
the aunoimdinff proprietors, only whue it is 
of no Dae to t&e public, and that the puUic 
have a right to oonyeit ench locha to the public 
benefit whenever practicable." 

June 23.— The Inyemeaa Wool Market waa held 
the previous week. Prices for wool were a 
shade higher than the previous year, but prices 
for sheep were at least twenty per cent down. 
Not one-fourth of the usual business was trans- 
acted. A loog-argued question concerning the 
date of the fair was settled. Hitherto it had 
been held in the middle of June. At a meeting, 
however, held on this occasion, it waa resolved 
to postpone the time till the second Thursday 
of July, and to make application to the Magi- 
strates to aanction the change. Complaint was 
made of the high tolls charged for sheep. It 
was also stated that a disease which shepherds 
called "trembling" had appeared amongst flocks 
on their way Soatit. It waa supposed to be 
due to bad accommodation on the road, and 
to the fatigue of travelling on the hard, dry 
turnpikes. 

Ibid. — The previous week two briga left Cro- 
marty for Quebec, carrying between them 
about 320 paaaensera. Alx>ut a fortnight be- 
fore another veaael aailed from the North with 
emigranta, and altogether it waa believed that 
600 peraons, chiefly from Sutherland, had 
quitted their native country. Thia emigration 
aeema to have aprung generally from the favour- 
able repreaentationa of friends already aettled 
in Canada. Many of the emigranta poaaeaaed 
property, and many were young and eager for 
adventure. 

June 30.— Thia number announoea the death of 
King G^rge IV. The bulletin iaaued by the 
King'a medical attendanta waa as followa: — 
''Windaor Outle, June 26. It haa pleaaed 
Almighty Qod to take from the world the 
King's Moat Excellent Majeaty. Hia Majeaty 
expired at a quarter-paat three o'clock thia 
morning without pain. 

Ibid. — On the 2l8t inat. the foundation-atone of 
a branch of the National Bank waa laid at 
Portree, in the lale of Skye, and alao of a com- 
modSoua Inn. The ceremony took place with 
Maaonio honours. 

July 7. — On the previoua Friday, at noon, the 
ceremony of prodaiming King William IV. 
waa performed at the Croea of Invemeaa by 
the Sheriff-Depute of the County, in preaenre 
of the Magiatratee of Invemeaa. the Sheriff- 
Subatitute, and a large gathering. After the 
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proclamatioii, the Militia Staff fired three 
ToUeja The Sheriff-Depute and Kagiitratea 
Uien retired to the Town Hall, where the 
oatba <^ allegiance were administered to the 
public <^cer8, Jutticee of the Peace, and Pro- 
curators, before the Sheriff Gburt. The pro- 
clamation was also made at Tain and Nairn 
hj the Sheriff or Sheriff-Substitute. 

Ibid. — "Post riders have now been established to 
start twice a week, on Mondays and Thurs- 
days, from Q<dspie, for Tongue, Assynt, Lairg, 
and Lochinver. When the new road, whioa 
J0 now in progress, is completed letters will 
also be transmitted by riders to Durness and 
Scourie." 

July 14. — ^Parliament was dissolved on the de- 
mise of King George lY., and in the conntyof 
Inverness a contest was at once begun. The 
Bight Hon. Charles Grant was opposed b^ 
Kiudeod of Madeod. The latter srounded his 
claims on his adherence to the amninistration 
of the Duke of Wellington, from which Mr 
Grant had withdrawn. At the same time the 
Magistrates and Town Council of Inverness 
resolved to support Colonel Baillie of Leys as 
their candidate for the Inverness Burghs. 
''Nairn and Forres, we understand, have agreed 
to do the same, and aa Inverness is the r^um- 
ing burgh, it seems almost certain that the 

{>resent able member, Mr Robert Grant, will 
ose his seat." The opposition to Charles 
Grant was mainly political, but there is a 
tradition that a personal element entered into 
the opposition to Robert Grants He had 
failed, it is said, to secure the office of Collector 
of Customs at Inverness for a near relative of 
hie chief supporter, and accordingly received 
notice to auit. However this may be, the 
Wellington Ministry waa evidently very anxious 
to oust the two Grants. 

Ibid.-^"A daring attempt was lately made to 
escape from the gaol of Dornoch by Hu^ h Mao- 
leod, the youzis man suspected of being the 
perpetrator of the atrocious nrarder at 
Assynt, and a convict of the name of Mac- 
donald^ Hie parties had, we understand, 
arranged to seize the gaolers, take the keys, 
and thus effect their escape. Information was, 
however, conveyed to the authorities by another 
prisoner, who nad overheard the scheme, and 
steps were taken which prevented ite com- 
pletion. The prisoners were accordingly lodged 
m separate cells, and strictly guarded.'^ 

July 21. — ^Feeling began to run nigh in the con- 
test for the representation of the county. It is 
explicitly stated that his Majesty's Ministers 
were using their influence against Charles 
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Grant. Circulars issued by his opponent had 
been franked by the Home Secretary. The 
•'Courier," however, declared that Mr Grant 
was assured of a majority. 

Ibid. — ''Lsist week a veteran of the name of 
William Cameron died in the parish of Croj, 
county of Nairn, at the advanced a^e of 97. 
When only a lad he was pressed by the troops 
in the service of George II, and obliged to 
assist in conveying their baggage a short time 
previous to the memorable and decisive ba4^e 
of CuUoden, and at that conflict he fought in 
support of the House of Hanover aeainst his 
father, who supported the claims of the last 
of the IStuarter. He went afterwards to the 
East Indies in the 73rd Regiment, and was 
ultimatcdy discharged with a pension ol a 
shilling a day, which he enjoyed for fifty years. 
Tw6 of his grandsons, one of them a drill 
sergeant, are at present serving in the gallant 
42ni Regiment. On one occanon his son, 
grandson, and son-in-law, and himself drew 
their pensions together at Fort-George." llie 
•Veteran" at the time of the battle of Cul- 
loden could not have been more than thirteen 
years of ase. 

July 28.— The number contains an account of 
improvements by the Marquis of Stafford in 
the county of Sutherland, especially in the 
making of roads. Previous to 1829 a road had 
been made along the north coast of Sutherland 
to the river Naver. At Whitsunday 1829 the 
Marquis acquired the Reay country, and 
directed the road to be continued to the Kyle 
of Tongue, and across the Moin to Loch- 
Eriboll. 

August 14. — ^This number records the Revolution 
in France which caused the flight of Charles 
X. It is the number which Hugh Miller re- 
ceived at Cromarty when he was hewing in 
the neighbourhood of the harbour, surrounded 
by a ffroup of French fishennen. Their boat 
bore tne name of Charles X., and as soon as 
thej^ h«urd of the King's flight, one of them 
took a niece of chalk, and effaced the royal 
name. Miller relates the incident in the next 
number of the ''Courier," and has described it 
in his "Schools and Schoolmasters." 

Ibid. — Mr Robert Grant was elected one of the 
members for the city of Norwich, having, in 
conjunction with Mr Gumey, ousted* Colonel 
Jonathan Peel, a brother of the Home Secre- 
taiT, over whom Mr Grant obtained a majority 
of 351. 'rrhe number of voters who came for- 
ward to support Mr Grant was 2277. Under 
all the circumstances a higher honour has 
seldom been conferred on a public man." 
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August 11. — ^The public are respectfully in- 
formed that the Caledonian Goich now runs 
daily to and from Perth, starting from the 
Caledonian Hotel, Inverness, at a quarter be- 
fore 6 a.m., and from the Qeorge and Star Inn, 
Perth, at 6 a.m. 

Ibid. — ^The first general meeting of subscribers to 
the Nairn Academy was heM on the previous 
Friday, when a drut of the rules was carefully 
gone over and adjusted. — ^In the same number 
there is a review of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder's 
book on the Moray floods. 

August 18.— Sir James W. Mackenzie of Scatwell 
was elected, without opposition, M.P. for the 
countv of Ross. Lord Francis Levescm-Gower 
was elected member for the county of Suther- 
land. 

Ibid.— It is stilted that William Fraser of Gold- 
stoQ Hall, Berbice, had in his will bequeathed 
freedom to upwards of twenty slave* on his 
estate in the colony. Mr Fraser died at Tain 
in the 43rd year of his age. 

August 25.— Colonel John Baillie of Leys was 
elected member for the Inverness District of 
Burghs. The same number record* that the 
former member, Mr Robert Grant, had given 
£100 to the burgh of Fortrose for the purpose 
of defraying the expense incurred in bringing 
water into the town. — ^The Hon. 0E4>tain 
Campbell, brother of the Earl of Cawdor, was 
elected member for the county of Nairn. The 
new members entertained the leading inhabi- 
tants to dinner. The dinner given by Colonel 
Baillie in the Caledonian Hotel at Inverness is 
described as superb. "Two turtles, which had 
been ordered from London by the member, 
were served up in a style that would have 
thrown Meg Dods into ecstasies, while the 
various wines — champagne, Madeira, claret, 
&c.— were equally excellent." 

September 1.— The contest for the representation 
of the county of Inverness terminated on the 

Srevioue Friday in the re-election of Charles 
^rant. ''From the commencement of the 
struggle the result was looked forward to with 
intense anxiety in all parts of the Kingdom. 
The neriodical press, daily, weekly, monthly, 
and quarterly had taken up the subject — lords 
and commoners had discussed it at public 
meetings — politicians of all parties were on the 
qui vive, forecasting future events from the 
success or defeat of the popular candidate — 
and by universal consent the last election in 
Britain was pronounced to be one of the most 
important." It is stated that the contest was 
conducted with great courtesv on both sides. 
The battle was fought on public grounds. On 
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tbe day of election the trial of strengtb was 
made on the election of Chairman. JTor Vx 
Macphenon-Grant of Ballindalloch, who sup- 
ported Mr (Carles Grant, 34 freeholders 
▼oted; and for Colonel Grant of Grant, the 
leading man on the other side, 25. This gave 
the one party a majority of nine. Macle(^ of 
Macleod then witlidrew from the contest, de- 
liyering at the same time a speech in which he 
expressed his political riews. Mr Charles 
Grant also delivered a brilliant speech. Since 
his retirement from the Government he had 
acted as an independent member, and' intended 
so to con^nue. *'For the Duke of Wellington, 
the greatest Captain of his age, the benefactor 
of his country, the conaueror of Napoleon, he 
retained sentiments of tiie deepest respect and 
admiration." He claimed the riffht, however, 
to criticise the Dake's political administration. 
"Declining to give any pledge in general, this 
pledge I will give, that in just exertion to 
obtain your approbaticm and that of the 
country, I shall not be wanting. (Gentlemen, 
I thank you for placing not the representation 
only, but the independence of the county, in 
my hands. The "Courier'* says that alter 
the roll of freeholders had beeai purged and 
made up, Mr Grant would have had a majority 
of 12. Mr Grant's dinner was held in the Cale- 
donian Hotel, the company numbering 134. 
His brother, Mr Robert Grant, was present, 
and his health was proposed by young Lochiel, 
and drunk with great anplause. Macleod 
entertained his friends in tne Royal Hotel. A 
few days afterwards a splendid "election ball" 
was given in the NorUiem Meeting Rooms. 

Septemoer 15. — ^There is a notice of a treatise on 
the natural history of the salmon, printed for 
private circulation by Mr Alexander Fraser, 
tacksman at Dochnalurs. 'Tor more than 
forty years Mr Fraser nad been sedulously 
engaged in the salmon trade, on the beautiful 
banl» of the lodi and river of Ness, and a 
series of attentive observations, continued 
through so long a period, has put him in pos- 
session of much new and valuable information 
on the suj^ect of his study and pursuits." 

September 22. — ^There were four murder cases at 
the Inverness autumn circuit. In one case the 
culprit was pronounced insane ; the verdict in 
the second case was not proven ; in the third 
not guilty. The fourth caae was that of the 
Assynt murder, and the trial was postponed. 

Ibid. — ^There is an account of the openinffof the 
Liverpool railway, and the death of Mr Huskis- 
son. 

September 29. — ^The Northern Meeting of this 
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▼ear ii deacribed as the dullest ever remem- 
bered. The weather for iome time had been 
▼eiy unfaTourable. — Dr Robertson of Aultna- 
■kiach waa elected onoe more a« Provost of 
Inverness. 

Ibid.— 'At a Justice of Peace Oourt, hdd for the 
trial of offences against the Excise laws, there 
were fourteen cases forward — a much smaller 
number than on former occasions, and the 
majority of a comparatively unimportant 
duiracter. **There was not one case of illicit 
distillation, a pretty satisfactory proof that 
that baneful traffic has been nearly extin- 
guished in this district of the Highlands." 

October 6. — A requisition, signed by three hun- 
dred persons, described as influential merchants 
and other inhabitants of liverpool, was pre- 
sented to Mr Charles Grant asking him to 
allow himself to be nominated as a candidate in 
room of Mr Huskisson. A deputation from 
Liverpool came to Inverness to nresent the re- 

Suisition. Mr Qrant was deeply gratified bv 
be invitatimi, but declined to sever himself 
from the coootj of Inverness. 
Ibid.— 'A letter is published from a young man in 
Quebec, one of the Sutherland emigrants who 
sailed from Oromarty in Mav. The vessel 
arrived at Quebec on the 8th of August, alter a 
tedious passage of ten wedcs, caused by con- 
trary winds wtiioh prevailed from the time she 
left Cromarty. "Nearly the whole of the pas- 
sengers, about 220 in number, were a.ttacked by 
a severe fever owing to bad water. Hie water 
had been put into palm-<Ml casks, or some other 
obnoxious stuff was in them formerly, and we 
could neither use it for tea, coffee, or anything 
else, and of which we got a very small allow- 
ance. We lost nine passengers in aU." Most 
of the passengers went up oountrv on their 
arrival, out the writer and some others stayed 
in Quebec, and obtained employment there. 
He mentions that the vessel which sailed from 
Cromarty about three weeks after them 
arrived at Quebec on **the following day," pre- 
sumably the 9th. He also states that about 
38.000 emi^aats had arrived that season, most 
of them Irish. 
Ibid.— At a County Meeting, Sheriff Tytler 
brought forward suggestions for a new gaol 
and court-house, and proposed that a special 
meeting should be called to consider the situa- 
tion on the 14th of December, as it was prob- 
able that the Lord Advocate*s Gaol Bill would 
then be before them. This was agreed to. 
During the next few weeks the bill was pro- 
duced, and was discussed at meetings in Inver- 
ness and other burghs. 
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October 13. — ^There is a memoir of Colin Mac- 
kenzie of Portmorei one of the Principal Clerks 
of the Court of Session, auoted from the 
"Edinburgh Weekly Journal/^ and said to be 
written by Sir Walter Scott Portmore waa a 
grandson, throush his mother, of Hr Ccdin 
Mackenzie of Kikoy. 

Ibid. — ^*The Belgians have obtained what they 
contended for so Tigoroasly and pertinaceously, 
the separation of Belgium from Holland.*' 

Ibid. — A corresp<mdent gives an account of the 
scenes he had witnessed in 18S6 at Loch-mo- 
Naire, a sheet of water five miles from the 
mouth of the nver Naver, in Sutherland, sup- 
posed to have virtue in the curinff of diseases 
and of lunacy. The writer states that hundreds 
repaired to this loob on the first Monday of 
every quarter. On the occasion in question 
about a hundred assembled on the Sunday 
night preceding, and kept themselves warm 
round a laree neap of burning peats. Men, 
women, and children were among the gather- 
ing. As soon as the advent of Monday was 
announced, they gave a simultaneous shout, 
stripped without ceremony, and ead» throwing 
a piece of money into the loch, j^unged into 
the water. *'They dive thrice, during each of 
three rounds, after which they dress and away 
io procession to the further end of the loch, 
where they gather some weed which alone 
gives effect to the operation just performed. 
When a sufficient quantity of the weed had 
been collected, we again moved slowly in pro- 
cession round the enchanted looh three times." 
Bathing in this loch continued to be resorted 
to as a cure until a much later date than above- 
mentioned. An account of an incident of the 
kind appears in the "Cbnrier" in August 1871. 

October 20.— "A meeting of the inhi3>itants of 
the burgh of Dingwall was held on Saturday 
last, for the purpose of considering the subject 
of Parliamentary Reform. Sir Francis Mac- 
kenzie of Gairloch, Bart., was unanimously 
called to the chair. Resolutions were passed 
condemning the present system of representa- 
tion as calculated to promote the interests of 
certain individuals, orders, and classes, at the 
expense and to the detriment of the gr^ body 
of the people, and calling upon every loyal in- 
dividual desirous of preserving peace, property, 
and social order, to use his best exertions to 
obtain such a refcnm of the House of Commons 
as would render its members the real, impartial, 
and disinterested representatives of the people." 

Ibid. — ^There is a notice of the death of Donald 
Munro, a catechlst in Skye, who seems to have 
been a remarkable man. He was quite nn- 
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«dQcated, and loat hia tjeaigbt at the ago of 
loorteen. He poaaeased, howeyer, an eztra- 
ordinarv memory, and acquired auch a know- 
ledge 01 the Scnptnrea that it it aaid he could 
repeat yerbatim the whole of the New Teata- 
ment and the ^p^ater part of the Old. ''Hia 
t«lent for expoaition waa inch that a gentleman 
from another country, himaelf no mean jud^e, 
aaid he neyer heard anyone expound the Scrip- 
turea like him. In priyate life he waa aa ami- 
able aa in hia public capacity he waa uaeful." 

October 27.— ^Mr Stewart Hackensie of Seaforth 
waa elected Proyoat of Dinffwall. — In a pre- 
yioua iaane it waa atated tiiat Sir Wiluam 
Gordon-Camming of Altyre waa elected Pro- 
yoat of Nairn. 

Noyember 10.— The (^ning of Parliament led 
to keen discuniona on the atate of the country. 
The Duke of Wellington announced himself 
an uncompromiaing foe of Parliamentary re- 
form. 

Ibidi— A panio occurred in the Pariih Church 
of Lochbroom on a Communion Sunday, reault- 
ing in injury to many penona. The com- 
motion "waa caused by a perwm aubject to 
epileptic fita. The church waa a large one, 
and it ia aaid that the congregation numbered 
neariy 2000. One man lubaequently died from 
hia injuriea. 

Noyember 24. — ^The Qoyemment waa defeated on 
a motion in the House of Commona for the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee to inquire 
into the Ciyil List. The majority against 
Ministers waa 29. 'In one grand point the 
diaaolution of the Duke's Ministry differs from 
all previous ones — it has been brought about 
solely by public opinion." Earl Qrey formed 
a new AdministraticMi. Mr Charlea Grant, 
member for the county pf Inyemeaa, became 
Preaident of the Board of ControL Brougham 
became Lord Chancellor. 

December 1. — 'We are tndy glad to see the 
feeling of cordiality and confidence with which 
the new Ministry is hailed by the nation." 
This is the beginning of an editorial article. 
No disclosure of the inteatimis of Ministers on 
the subject of Refrnm had yet been made, but 
petitiona in fayour began to flow into Parlia- 
ment. 

Ibid. — ^There had just been published at Inver- 
neea the Gaelic songs of William Robs, who 
baa been described aa "one of the sweetest 
minstrels the Highlands have nroduced." He 
waa bom in the parish of Strath, Isle of Skye, 
in 1762, but was partly educated in Forrea, 
and- in early life accompanied his father, a 
pedlar, in his wanderinga through the High- 
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]«iidB ftzid LowlaodB. His mother was a 
daaghter of Piobare Dall, a celebrated blind 
piper of Oairlooh. According to the para- 
graph in this issue, Roes became a scno<^« 
master is his native parish ; but whether this 
was so or not, he certainly became school- 
master in the parisik of Oairloch, Ross-shire. 
He died prematurely at the age of 28. His 
sonffs floated in the memories of the people 
untu they were collected b^ Mr John Mac- 
kenzie of Inverewe, and published in this year, 
1830. 

Hud.— -A terrific gale occurred in Noyember, in 
which many veuels were wrecked. 

December 8.-— Six criminal cases were tried at 
Inyemess the previous week before the Sheriff 
and a jury, llie cases occupied the Court two 
days. 

December 15. — A number oi gentlemen favour- 
able to Parliamentary Reform met in the Cale- 
donian Hotel— Mr John Mackenzie, banker, in 
the chair. A requisiticm was drawn up to -the 
ProTost askinff him to call a public meeting. 
The ProTost dedined to call a meeting on the 
ground that the Question had better be left 
in the hands of tlie Qoyemment. The com- 
mittee accordingly resolved to call a meeting 
on their own account. 

December 22. — ^There is a long report of the 
meeting held in behalf of Pttfliamentary Re- 
form. Mr John Mackenzie, banker, was in 
the chair. Although a bmrgh meeting[, aeyeral 
county gentlemen were present, includinff 
Mackmtosh, yr. of Maddntosh, Mr Fraser c3 
Abertarfl, Captain Fraser of Balnain, Mr 
Fraser of Torbreck, Mr Mackintosh, yr. of 
Geddes, Captain Mackay of Hedgefidd, and Mr 
Macdonald iA Ness Qtftle. Among the 
speakers were some of the above-mentioned 
gentlemen, as also Mr Macandrew, solicitor; 
Bailie Cumming, Mr Cameron, solicitor; Mr 
G^rge Mackay, merchant; Mr Thomson, 
banker; Mr Adam, rector of the Academy; 
and Dr Nicol. 

Ibid.— The deat^ is recorded of the Rev. James 
Smith, minister of Avoch, in the 73rd year of 
his age and the 44th of his minstry. He is 
highly spoken of, especially as a pastor. 

December 29.— ^Publio meetings in favour of Re^ 
form were held at Dingwall and Elgin. At 
the Dingwall burp;h meeting the Provost, Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth, presided; at 
the coon^ meeting. Sir G^rge Mackenzie oi 
Coul. At the Elgin county meeting Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauderpresided. At the Elgin 
hurgh meeting Mr W^ Robertson of Auchin- 
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roath was in the chair, and Mr laaac Fortjth 
waa the chief tpeaker. A meeting wai alio 
held at Forrea, at which Mr Alexanaer Whjte, 
merchant, presided. A large numher of Itoaft- 
shire proprietors lock part in the Dingwall 
county meeting. 
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No. vn. 

In the yeor 1831 the attention of the 
nation was absorbed by the Reform Bill. The 
measure was introduoed into the House of 
Commons by Lord John Bussell on 1st 
March. It was of a wider character than 
Beformers expected, and was yet a solid and 
weil-balanoed scheme. Very small boronghs 
were to be cut off, large towns to be enfran- 
chised. Hie right of voting was given in 
boroughs to householders rated for £10 
rental; in connties to copyholders Paying £10 
a^year and leaseholders paying £50. The 
number of members of the House of Com- 
mons was to be reduced from 668 to 696. 
llie struggle came on the second reading, 
which was carried by a majority of only one 
vcte-502 to 301. **ThiB victory," says 
Molesworth, "was in many respects worse 
than a defeat. It obliged the Government 
to go on with the bill with a moral certainty 
that it would be so mutilated in Committee 
as to render its abandonment necessary. And 
notice was ^ven of a variety of motions cal- 
culated to interfere with the prosresB of the 
measure. One of the most plausible of these 
motions, and one that was subsequently con- 
ceded, was made by Qeneral Gasooyne, who 
moved that it was the opinion of the House 
that the total number of knights, citizens, 
and burgesses returned to Parliament for 
England and Wales ought not to be dimin- 
ished, on the plausible ground that it was 
desirable not to alter the relative proportion 
of membera returned by the three fongdoms. 
As this was the first of the series of motions, 
the Government, notwithstanding^ its appar- 
ently harmless cliaraoter, determined to join 
issue upon it, and were defeated by a ma- 
iorii^ of eight. It was manifest that to pro- 
long the struggle after this defeat would be 
a waste of time and energy, and would only 
serve to help the Opposition in playing their 
game of delay. Ministers had already 
hinted that an adverse decision on this ques- 
tion would force them to appeal to the nation. 
It was now resolved that the appeal should 
be made at the first moment that the state 
of pubUo business would allow. The King 
was reluctant to agree, but at length con- 
sented, and Parliament was dissolved. The 
country rang with the cry, 'The bill, the 
whole bill, and nothing but the bill.'" 
Hie second half of l&l was politically very 
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stormy. Tho now Pci'liament ww opened on 
June 21st, and en Jane 24th the second Re- 
form Bill was introdoood. llie Goremment 
was now supported by a strong migority. 
Tho division on the second rocmngj which 
took place on 7Ui July, ^ve Ministers a mar 
iority of 136. Long disoossioos took |^sce 
m Committee, and it was not until the 22nd 
of September that the measure got through 
the Houso of Commons. The final diirision 
'* that tho bill do now pass" was taken at five 
o'clock in the morning, with the following 
result:— For the bill, 345: Rgcinst, 239; 
majority in fayour, 106. The measure haa 
next to run the gauntlet of the Houso of 
Lords. Tlie division on the second reading 
occurred on 8th October, and was adverse to 
the bill, tho majority against being 41. The 
news created a fever of oxcitcmont in the 
oountry, and led to violent soenes, the most 
serious of which were tho memorable riots at 
Bristol. After a short prorogation, Parlia- 
ment reassembled on 6th Docembor, and on 
the 12tli, Lord John Russell brought for- 
ward tho third Reform Bill. Hie second 
reading was carried bv a majority of 162, and 
Parliament adjourned till the 17th kA Janu- 
ary. The year came to a close amidst 
general anxiety and unrest. Li addition to 
the political trouUes, Asiatic cholera waa 
spreading throughout tho land. 

From the " Ifwemeae Courier,'* 
1831. 

Jannarv 5. — ^The editor expresses his gratification 
at the increased circulation of the paper. 
"About twenty-four years a^,** he savs, "it 
was thought a bold undertakmg to estsllish a 
newspaper in Inverness. Our Northern 
oountrpnen were content to derive their politi- 
cal information from Edinburgh or Aberdeen, 
and could not imagine whence a periodical 
press in the heart of tbe Highlands could poa- 
sibly draw sustenance and support. The re- 
sult hss triumphantly answered these doubts. 
Two papers now issue weekly from the capitis 
of the Highlands ; another has been established 
in Elgin, a thini paper has been added to 
Aberdeen, and various additions have lately 
been made to the Edinbursh press. We have 
not, therefore, risen on tne ruin ot our con- 
temporaries. Our success has been commen- 
surate with the improvement of the conntry 
in all its social arts and relations— in its agri- 
culture, fisheries, trade, and commerce — ^with 
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the diflfuiion of knowledge and the increaaed 
means of communication throughout ail parta 
of the Kingdom." He adds that some portion 
of the recent increase ma^ also he attributed 
to the striking events which had lately taken 
place throughout all parts of the Kingdom. 

Ibid.-On Thursday, the SOtfa ult., Mr Charles 
Grant, who had vacated his seat on accepting 
the office of President of the Board of Trade, 
was re-elected member for the county of Inver- 
ness without opnoflition. At the meetins of 
freeholders Mr Macpherson-Grant of B&Qin- 
dalloch was in the caair. The motion for the 
election of Mr Grant was made by Mr Fraaer 
of Lovat and seconded by Mr Grant of Glen- 
moriston. 

Ibid. — ^niere is a long report of what was known 
aa the Belladrum cause. Mr John Stewart, 
M.P., purchased the estate of Belladrum in 
1826 for £80,000. The question al issue, which 
was tried before the liord President and a 
special jury, was whether the pursuer, Mr 
Stewart, was induced by misrepresentation to 
enter into the said agreement. A note of par- 
ticulars had been ftimished to the pursuer, and 
these, it was said, were incorrect. The jury 
founa for Mr Stewart, but he appears to have 
retained the estate. 

January 12.— -There is a long report of the second 
trial of the Dundonnell cause, which came off 
before the Lord President and a jury in the 
Court of Session. The deceased proprietor 
had left the estate away from his brother, the 
natural heir. The question was whether the 
testator was mentally capable of making a will ; 
and further, whether his brother-in-law, Roy, 
to whom he left the estate, had interfered un- 
duly in the transaction. By the verdict of the 
jury the will was reduced, and the brother de- 
clared the heir. It appears, however, that the 
brother was financially ruined by the litigation 
in the case, and the property had to be sold in 
1835. 

Ibid. — ^Meetings were held at Nairn and at Tain 
in favour of Parliamentary Reform. 

Ibid.-^A communication from Hugh Miller, which 
forms part of his Traditions of Cromarty, 
appears in this issue. Other chapters followed 
in eubsequent issues. 

January 26. — ^A Reform meeting was held at 
Wick, Captain Maodonald of Shebtter in the 
chair. ''The Chairman read an o&cial letter 
from the Sheriff-Substitute of the county, in- 
timating to the movers and promoters of the 
meeting that they were taking upon them- 
selves a high responsibility in cidling into 
action a power which they had no means of 
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coniiolliiiff ; and tliat m rach meetinn oould 
be legal^ and comtitntionally clUled by 
ICagistratea alone, wbich had not been done in 
this instance, they would be held responsible 
for the consequences. The Chairman expressed 
his astonishment at such a letter having been 
written." Resolutions in favour of Reform 
were agreed to. 

February 2.— Four threatening letters signed 
"Swing" were received by prominent persons in 
Inverness, written, it was said, in ctHMPequence 
of the scarcity of meal, caused by extensive 
exportation from the North. A placard headed 
'<Meal Mob*' was tdro affixed to the wall of the 
Parish Church, calling on the people to turn 
out on Tuesday night. The Magistrates took 
precautionary measures, and no movement 
occurrv^. A reward of twenty guineas was 
offered for the discovery of the authMS of the 
letters and placard. 

Ibid.— Died, at Kitarlity, Mr I>onald Fraser, 
parochial schoolmaster, aged 89. He had held 
office for nearly seventy years. At the age of 
18 Mr Frsser married a girl of 15, and his wife 
survived him. They had numerou* descend- 
ants. 

February 9.— At an -Inverness county meeting, 
resolutions were adopted in favour of the erec- 
tion of a new Court-house and gaol. A com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with the Magi- 
strates of the burgh, and to correspond with 
conveners of other counties. At the same 
meeting Sheriff Tvtler proposed resolutions in 
favour of the abolition of the tax on candles, 
which was oppressive to the poor, and pro- 
duced only MXMit £400,000 to the national 
revenue. 

Ibid.— The winter was severe. There was a 
heavT snow-storm. One day no less than five 
Lonaon and three Edinbnrgn mails were due. 

February 23.— A meeting of the proprietors of 
kelp estates in the Hebrides and West Coast 
of Scotland haiS been held at Edinburgh for 
the purpose of memorialising the Board of 
Trade on a recent onfer in Cbuncil which re- 
duced the duty on barilla from £5 to Ji2 per 
ton, a reduction which th^ apprehended 
would lead to the entire extinction of kdp 
manufacture iu Scotland. It was stated that 
the inhabitants of North Uist, South Uist, and 
Benbecula numbered about 12,500 persons, and 
that 7000 or 8000 had no other means of sup- 
port than the gathering of kelp. 

March 2.— There was at this time a Coursing 
CHub in Sutherland Its doings are reported 
in this issue. 

Ibid.— "A Sunday School was lately established 



1831] File of Inverness Courier. 06 



in Gmatown hv the BeT. Peter Grant, Baptist 
minister, which is attended br neariy ail the 
youth of the towD, and is conducted in a very 
superior maimer." The Rev. Peter Grant was 
the author of some fine Gaelic hymns. 

March 9.— The Reform Bill was introduced by 
Lord John Russell into the House of Commons 
on 1st If srch. Nine columns of the paper are 
appropriated to a report of the debate. 

Mlarch 17.— The first reading of the Reform Bill 
was acquiesced in without a division. 
"Meetings in favour of the large and liberal 
measure of Goveniment/' it is stated, "are 
spreading in all parts of the country— north 
as well as south. Nairn, Dingwall, and Tain 
have already met to oonnatulate Ministers and 
the country on the suBject, while Inverness 
comes forwsrd on Saturday. The fre^olders 
of Ross-shire assemble on the 24th Inst. We 
never recollect a public measure on which there 
was so much unanimitv of sentiment/' 

Ibid.— At a meeting of the Directors of Tain 
Academy, Mr John Noble was elected Rector. 

March 23.--On the previous Saturday a public 
meeting was held in the Oourt-House at Inver- 
ness to express approval of the Reform Bill. 
Mr John Mackenzie, banker, was in the chair, 
and the speakers were mostly the same as at 
the previous Reform meeting. "In order to 
defray the necessair expenses, a shilling each 
was charged for aomittance at the door, and 
hence nerhaps the attendance was more re- 
spectable than numerous. A considerable pro- 
portion, however, of our townsmen was pre- 
sent, and the utmost loyalty and unanimity 
pervaded the meeting." The text of the Re- 
form Bill is printed as a supplement to the 
issue. 

Ibid. — A new coach, the Defiance, is announced 
as about to start between Inverness and Aber- 
deen. The runninff was to commence on 4th 
April. "The gjuaros and coachmen, who drive 
throughout, will be distinguished by crimson 

March 30.— The second reading of the Reform 
Bill was carried in the House of Commons, but 
only by a single vote. The figures were— For 
the bill, 302; against. 301.— ^A meeting of 
county gentlemen at Tain petitioned against 
the bill. A meeting of Easter Ross farmers, 
held at New Tarbat, passed resolutions in 
favour of the measure. Similar resolutions 
were passed at a meeting in Stomoway. 

April a— 'Inverness was brilliantly illuminated 
on Monday night in commemoration of the 
second reading of the Reform Bill. The 
measure continued to excite local discussion. 
At a county meeting in Inverness, Sheriff 
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Tytler presided, and yarioiu yiews were ex- 
prened on detaili. A resolution wm adopted 
bjr a majority qneationing the proprietT of 
giTing yotea to tenanU in oonntiea. At a 
ooun]^ meeting in Dingwall, Mr Stewart Mao- 
kensie of Seaforth moved resolntiont approying 
of the Ministerial plan of Reform. Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Ord moyed a resolution declaring the 
bill too sweeping and partial. The amend- 
ment was carried b;f 18 to 14. 

April 20.~fiir Francis A. Mackenzie, Bart, ol 
Oairlocfay sent £100 worth of potatoes to his 
tenantiy on the West Coast. Hie preyious 
yearns crop had been destroyed by wet 

April 27.— Farliament was dissolyed on the 23rd. 
An editorial not« says— "The yotes of the 
Scots representatiyes on the Reform Bill were 
as follows:— For the bill, 16; against it, 25; 
majority against, 9. Four members were 
absent, namely, the members for Banffshire, 
RoM-shire, Dumfries Bnrghs, and Inyemess 
Burghs. The Qoyemment were defeated on 
a motion by Genera] Gascoyne, that the total 
number of members in the House of Commons 
ought not to be diminished. The yote stood — 
For the motion, 299; against it 291; 
majority, 8." 

May 4.— At an Inyemess-shire county meeting, 
it was reported that the Duke of Gordon htul 
agreed to sell the Ctotlehill for tiie erection of 
a new jail and Court-House, the price to be 
thirty yean' purchase at £11 per annum. The 
meeting agreed to the terms, and thanked the 
Duke. 

Ibid.^Oolonel Baillie of Leys intended to contest 
the county of Inyemess as an anti -reformer, 
but finding the majority of the freeholders in 
fayour of the measure, he withdrew. Colonel 
Baillie sat in the preyious Parliament for the 
Inyemess Burghs, but Major Gumming Bruce 
had secured the yotes of Nairn and Forres, 
and Nairn waa on this occasion the returning 
burgh.— Mr J. E. Baillie was returned as 
one of the members for Bristol. Sir Hugh 
Innes of Lochalsh, a supporter of the bill, suc- 
ceeded Lord Francis Gower in Sutherlandshire. 

May 18.— Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbstcr, waa 
di«cted for the county of Caithness. He was 
in fayour of the Reform Bill. 

May 25. — On the- previous Monday Major Gum- 
ming Bruce was elected member for the Inver- 
ness District of Burghs. Captain Rose, Com- 
missioner for Nairn, proposed the Major, and 
the other Commissioners, Proyoet Gordon for 
Forres, Provost Macfarquhar for Fortrose, and 
Provost Robertson for TnveraesK, concurred.— 
Sir William Gordon-Cumming of Altyre waa 



1831] FUe oj Inverness Courier, 97 

chosen member for the Elgin District of 
Bnrg^ Hr James Loch was re-elected for the 
Northern Burghs. 

Ibid. — ^There was a sharp contest for the countj 
of CromsrtT between the Reform candidate, 
Mr Hacleod, yr. of OadboU, and Mr Davidson 
of TuUoch, who stood as an anti-Reformer. 
The Yotes stood 8 to 7, the majority of one 
being in f aYonr of Tnllooh. 

June L— On Friday, 27th nit, Mr Charles Grant 
was elected, without opposition, as member 
for the county of Inverness. Mr Fraser of 
Lovat was in the chair. The member was 
nominated by Mr Grant of Glenmoriston, 
seconded by Uhisholm of Chisholm. Mr Grant 
delivered a long and eloauent speech in favour 
of Reform. He spoke of the sympathy of the 
freeholders oi the county with the cause. "He 
could not but be struck with the contrast be- 
twixt the circumstances under which they 
were then met and those presented a few 
months hfp>. At the latter period he was com- 
pelled with lance in rest to descend to the 
struggle ; now he had not to join in the battle, 
but to cdebrate the victory.' At the dose of 
the meeting, in the Court-House, the member 
was met outside by a great sathering of people, 
who oreetact him witii acclamation. The in- 
corporated trades, wearing their insignia, 
formed a procession with flags flying. A 
subscription had been set a^ing by a zealous 
friend of the Ministry, for the purpose of pro- 
viding a handsome new chair, in which the 
memMr was now installed, and carried up the 
Haugh, and down Castle Street and C9iurch 
Street. As Mr Grant was borne along, he was 
saluted at every window with cheering and 
waving of handkerchiefs. When the proces- 
sion reached the house of Mr Edwards, Sheriff- 
Substitute, where Mr Grant was staying, he 
was carried tinder a triumphal arch, and the 
chair was set down safely on the steps at the 
door. There the member addressed the 
people, thanking tiiem for the honour, and ap- 
plauding their leal in the cause of reform. ''He 
drew a sort of parallel between the progress 
of the Reform Bill and his progress in the 
chair through the streets, which excited im- 
mense dieering and laughter. Both, he said, 
had exhibited occasional deviations and declen- 
sions, but stin they went forward, borne along 
by a generous and united people.'* In the 
evening Mr Grant entertained a company of 
150 in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 

Ibid. — ^The election for the county of Ross took 
place the previous week. There were three 

13 
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candidates, namely, Mr Mackenzie of Kilcor, 
Mr Stewart Mackenzie of Sealorth, and ffir 
Franeii Mackenzie of Oairloch. Sir Franci«, 
however, had been called away by the death 
of a near relative, and withdrew from the con- 
Ust. The vote finally stood 28 for Sealorth 
and 21 for Kilcoy, the former being thni 
elected. An editorial note savs that the result 
of the Ross-shire election haa occasioned some 
surprise, as Sealortb had come prepared for 
defeat. The friends of Sir Francis Mackenzie, 
however, threw their votes for Seaforth. The 
three candidates were favourable to Reform, 
so that the contest was more persons! than 
political. Seaforth, however, was regarded as 
the leading Reformer. "But for the un- 
lucky absence of one of Mr Macleod of 
Obdboll's voters, which threw the county 
of Cromarty into the hands of an anti- 
Reformer, we should have been able to boMt 
that every county north of the Highland 
border was consecrated to Reform." In Scot- 
land 24 supporters of the bill were returned 
and 21 opponents. 

Ibid. — ^At a meetinff of the Gaelic CSiurchj it was 
resolved to establiflii a Mechanics* Institute in 
Inverness. Mr Charles Grant, M.P., was in 
the chair, and Dr Nicol was the leading 
speaker. 

June 8.— 'The Northern Missionaiy Society met 
afi Inverness, Rev. Mr Macdonafd, Ferrintosh, 
preaching in English, and Rev. Mr Kennedy, 
Redcastle, in Gaelic. Collection at the gate, 
£44 6s; and with sums received from other 
sources, the total was £64 Ss. 

June 22. — A contract had been completed for 
paving High Street and Church Street, Inver- 
ness. The centre of the streets was to be 
paved with dressed granite stones, and the 
footways with Ctuthness flags. "Common 
sewers, with collateral drains, are also to be 
constructed in the most efficient manner." 

Ibid. — Cromarty Bay was, by order in Council, 
appointed one of the quarantine stations for 
cnolera, which was now beginning to excite 
apprehension. 

June 29. — ^The new Parliament had assembled, 
and the Reform Bill had been brought in and 
read a first time. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that Dr A. Bell had resolved 
to bestow on Inverness, as upon Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen, one-twelfth of a donation of 
£120,000, threo per cent. Bank annunities, for 
the numoses of education. 

July 6. — The condition of the poor in the 
western if^lands was nt this time wretched. 
"A more deep and universal distress prevails 
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on that coast than was ever before remembered. 
In fact the whole of the peasantry, with the 
exception of those who have got cattle and can 
subsist on milk, are in a state of the most 
lamentable want and destitution. Their best 
food consists of shell-fish and a kind of broth 
made of seaweed, nettles, and other wild plants, 
into which is infused a small sprinkling of oat- 
meal. The immediate cause of the present 
famine is the circumstance of the poor pec^le 
having, from necessitjr, sold their potatoes to 
the natives of the mainland in Gairloch, Kin- 
tail, and Lochalsh ; and thus deprived of their 
main support, and having exhausted their 
little stock of money, they are left literally 
destitute." 

Ibid. — **I>ied at Midclova, parish of Kildrummv, 
on the 26th May last, James Ronald, in the 
hundredth year of his age. He was the only 
person in the district wlio had a distinct re- 
collection of the years 1745 and 1746, and 
often mentioned having seen Glenbucket 
marching his regiment in spring 1746 past the 
school of Anohindoir, on their route to the 
fatal battle of CuUoden." 

July 13.— The second reading of the Reform Bill 
was carried by a majority of 136, namely, 367 
for and 231 asainst. 

Ibid. — The population of the town of Inverness, 
accordinff to the census taken this year, was 
9663; of the parish outside the town, 4661; 
total, 14,324. This showed an increase of 
2060 on the population for town and parish in 
1821. 

Ibid. — ^A scheme was advertised for building a 
new bridge across the River Findhom, near 
Forres, in place of the bridge destroyed by 
the great flood of 1829. The plan was to 
raise a sum of £4500 by shares or debentures, 
on the security of pontages. The trustees 
were empowered to take this course by Act 
of Parliament. In the present issue subscrip- 
tions to the amount of £4100 are announced. 

July 20. — The Inverness Wool Market was now 
held in the second^ week in July. The Market 
this year showed a rise of about 4s per head 
on wedders, and from 80 to 100 per cent, on 
wool. Cheviot wedders fetched from 18s to 
26s ; ewes from 9s to 13s ; lambs from 7s to 
8s ; cross wedders fetched from 17s to 19s 6d ; 
ewes 7s to 9s ; lambs 4s to 6s 9d ; blackfaced 
wedders fetched from 13s to 178; hogs 98; 
ewes 5s to 7s; lambs 5s to 66 6d. Cheviot 
wool 17s to 20s 6d; ditto, unwashed, 16s; 
cross wool 13s 6d to 14s 6d ; ditto, unwashed, 
12s to 13s; blackfaced,r>er double stone, 15s to 
17s. In course of the Market a large meeting 
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was held to consider the disadvantages created 
br the shutting no of the old drove roads and 
tne exaction ortolls. Hie tc^s were a burden, 
and the hard tnmpike roads caused a disease 
called "trembling** among sheep. Mr Sellar, 
Morvich, proposed that means should be taken 
to promote the export of sheep by steam. 
This met with approbation, but a committee 
was appointed to obtain farther information 
and consider the whole subject. It was men- 
tioned that the Ifarqnis of Stafford had 
ordered that no toll should be erected on the 
Sutherland property. 

Jhid. — ^The following advertisement may be 
quoted : — "Colonel ilrant, having found it 
necessary to give a jubilee io tlie game on the 
Seafield and Qrant estates, requests that no 
gentlemen will apply for leave to shoot or 
course on any part of the property, either in 
the Highlands or Lowland*, during Ute present 
season, as it must be refused. All fcvmer per- 
missions are herel^ withdrawn.*' 

Julv 27.^About £oOOO has been subscribed in 
snares for the new Findhom Bridge, ''of which 
sum the ladies of Forres and its neighbourhood 
have advanced nearly £1000, or one-fifth.'* 

August 3. — The Reform Bill made slow progress 
in Committee, as the following sentences show : 
'The Reform Bill proceeds at a snail-like pace. 
It literally Vkags at each remove a lengthening 
chain.' Schedule A was bad enough, but B 
appears to have been fully as hard to digest. 
By dint of close application and late hours, 
however, something has been done beyond the 
everlasting talk of Sir Charles Wetherell and 
his small phalanx. " 

Ibid. — ^A few days previously, as Mr James Mac- 
pherson, farmer at Calder Bracklich, on Lord 
Cawdor^s property, was digffing a new drain, 
he found a bronze axe abouto inches long. On 
the centre of the weapon was the figure of a 
heart. The relic came into the possession of 
Captain Shaw, Culblair. A. fine spear of the 
same metal was found some time before on the 
propertv of Mr Gollan of Gbllanfield. 

August 10.— >'*An unusual number of strangers 
and tourists have, within the last eight or ten 
^ys, passed throuffh Inverness, and are at 

{)resent exploring tne scenery of the High- 
ands.*' One of the visitors was supposed to 
be the Duchess d'Angouleme, traveUing incog- 
nito. 
Ibid. — An old man named John Macpherson, 
living at QruUa, in the Isle of Skye, was said 
to have reached the a^e of 106 years. His 
faculties were active, his memorv unimpaired. 
"He remembers PHnce Charles Stewart after 
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the battle of Culloden disguised as a female, 
and goinff under the name of Morag, in com- 
pany wiuk Flora Macdonald." 

August 24. — ^'*At Regent Street, London, on the 
10th inst., Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh and 
Coxton, Bart., M.P. for the county of Suther- 
land, in his sixty-eighth year." No memoir 
of the Baronet is given. 

Ibid.— 'The Marchioness of Stafford undertook a 
tour through the most northerly part of her 
possessions, extending to Cape Wrath. ''The 
whole of this remote district, known under the 
appellation of lord Reay*s Country,' has been 
opened up by means of roads and oridgea just 
completeo, uid the Marchioness is the first of 
her noble family to trayerse this new and yast 
addition to the territorial dominions of the 
house of Stafford." 

August 31. — ^A correspondent gives an account 
of the new road made from Assjmt to Durness 
in Sutherland. The tract is specially rough 
and ruffged, yet by skilful embanking, blast- 
ing, and curvature, there was secured! 'Vhat in 
the irregular parish of Eddrachilis is a strange 
anomaly— one of the most uniformly level 
roads in the North of Scotland." The road 
remains to the present time to testify to the 
truth of this description. 

Ibid.— The Rev. Mr Kennedy of Keith came to 
Inverness to lecture in favour of temperance 
societies. He held two meetings, and at the 
close a temperance society was ioxmed. The 
Rev. Mr Scott of the Secession Oiurch and the 
Rev. Mr Kennedy of the Independent Church 
headed the list of members. 

September 7. — ^''On digging for the formation of 
the new sewers and street pavements of Inver- 
ness, there was found this d&y in Church Stx^et, 
almost seven feet below the surface, a very 
fine deer's horn, in excellent preservation." 

September 14. — ^''As an appropriate prelude to 
the Coronation, the Reform Bill passed the 
Committee on Tuesday, the 6th inst. CLanse 
sixty and last was announced amid loud cheer- 
ing, Colcyel Sibthorp alone standing up to 
reiterate his opposition to the measure." The 
Coronation took place on the 8th. It was cele- 
brated with illuminations and dinners in the 
Northern towns. The Marchioness of Stafford 
gave a Coronation Ball at Qolspie. 

September 22.— The issue of the "Courier" was 
postponed for a day, in order to provide a 
report of the show of the Highlana Society, 
which was held at Inverness for the first time 
on the 21st. The exhibition of live stodc was 
held in the Academy Paric:, the hall of the In- 
stitution being used for seeds and plants. A 



102 Inverness Courier Index. [183i 

dinner attended by three hundred penons was 
held in the Nottbeni Ifeetiiie Koomt— Sir 
Francis Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, 0>n- 
▼ener of Oommittee, in the chair. Pxincipal 
Baird, the chaplain ol the Society, was present, 
and was one of the speakers. 

Ibid.— At the election of Magistrates for the 
burgh of Inverness, Mr John Ross, bankw, 
was chosen Provost. On the I4th insi. Mr 
Macleod, yr. of Osulboll, was elected member 
for the oonn^ of Sutherland in succession to 
Sir Hugh Innes, deceased. 

Ibid.— ''Iliree fl»ntlemen, Sir Thomas Dick 
Lauder, Mr Cnarles Ross, advocate, and Mr 
Gibson Craig, jun., have been for the last two 
or three weeks engaged in fixins the limits of 
the several burghs in the Nwtn with a view 
to the re<7u]ation of the elective franchise under 
the Reform BiD. The above Commissioners, 
we understand, have been as far North as Kirk- 
wall, in Orkney ; and have been accompanied 
and assisted by Mr Niel Maclean, engineer, In- 
verness,** 

Ibid.— "The Highland costume was worn by 
several members of the House of Commons at 
the Coronation, amongst whom were Sir 
William Cumming, Bart. ; his brother, Mr 
Cumming-Broce ; Mr Duncan Davidson, M.P. 
for the county of Cromarty ; and Mr OLmpbell, 
M.P. for Argyllshire.** 

September 28.— -In this issue Mr Carruthers inti- 
mates that the copyright of the "Courier** and 
the printing business attached to it had be- 
come hiv property. In askins for continued 
support from the public, he acknowledges with 
pnae and gratification the encouragement which 
ne had received during the previous three 
years. In view of the political changes th»t 
were soing on, he laid stress on the oul adage 
that 'Veasures, not men, should be the stan- 
dard of our judgment.** At the same time he 
pointed out that the chief merit of a provin- 
cial newspaper must always consist in fidelity 
and attention to local interats and occurrences. 
'Tor neglect on this head no other species of 
literary exertion can atone. Hence we wish 
to render our Paper not only a useful weeklv 
miscellany of general intelligence, but a full 
and faithful register of the Highlands — advo- 
cating the interests, supporting the rights, and 
chromclins the news of the Hignland counties." 

Ibid.— On toe same date there is the report of 
the trial of Hugh Macleod for the murder of 
a pedlar, named Murdoch Grant, in the parish 
of Assynt on 19th March 1830. The pnsoner 
was only in his twenty-second year, and had 
a fair measure of education. For a time he 
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had officiated as a schoolmaater. Hie pedlar 
carried a pack and money, which is said in the 
indictment to have amounted to £30 in bank 
notes and £6 in silver. He was killed with a 
blow from a hammer, and his body thrown 
into a loch. The body was not fonnd until 
about sf^ weeks afterwards Suspicion fell 
on Kacleod because his conduct had been odd 
at the time of the finding of the body, and be- 
cause he had been spending money freely, 
altho^h preyiously he was Imown to be poor 
and in debt. He was apprehended in May 
1830, and from one cause or another lay in 
prison until September 1831, when he was 
finally brought to trial. There were two 
iudges on the Circuit, Jiord Moncrieff and Lord 
Medwyn. Mr Neaves was counsel for the 
prisoner. After a trial, which is reported at 
considerable length, Mncleod was convicted, 
and sentenced to be executed on 24th October. 
He maintained a bold and callous demeanour 
until after his conviction, but next morning he 
broke down, and confessed the crime in presence 
of the Sheriff of Sutherland and Rev. Mr Qark, 
Inverness. He declared that no one partici- 
pated in the murder, or had any knowledge of 
it, except liimself. 
Ibid. — ^In connection with the case there was a 
dream which still figures in tradition. It may 
be given here as it came out in the man's own 
evidence. "Kenneth Fraser, the Dreamer, was 
in the employ of John Macleod. tailor in Clach- 
toil, in the spring of 1830. Had some drink 
with the prisoner on 6th April, and saw with 
him £1 lis in mone** and a red pocket-book ; 
prisoner said he got the money from Ix>ch- 
broom, where he was a schoolmaster, but told 
witness to say nothing about it They went 
about drinking for a day or two, prisoner pay- 
ing all. Witness was at the loob searching for 
the pack this year. It was in April wl^n a 
messenger came for him to search for it. It 
had b^n said that witness had seen in a 
dream where the pack was lyine. He said so 
himself at Hugh Graham's, m Lynemore, and 
it was true. % was at home when I had the 
dream in the month of February. It was said 
to me in my sleep, by a voice like a man's, that 
the pack was lymg'in such a place. I got a 
sight of the place just as if I had been awake ; 
I never saw the place before. The voice said 
in Gaelic, 'The pack of the merchant is lyins 
in a cairn of stones in a hole near their house.' 
The voice did not name the Macleods, but wit- 
ness got a siffht of the gromid, fronting the 
south, with the sun shining on It, and a bum 
running beneath Macleod's house. '1 took 
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the officer to the place I had got a eight of. 
It waa on the eouth-weet aide of Loch-tor-na- 
eigin. We foand nothing there. We went to 
eearch on the south nde of the burn. I had 
not eeen this place in mj dream. It was not 
far from the place leen m my dream that the 
tliinfft were found. There were five ailk hand- 
kerchief a Iving in a hole.'* The dream may 
be accepted aa genuine, but the explanation it 
probably simple enough. It will be obaerved 
that ICacleod and Fraaer went aboot drinking 
together about a fortnight after the murder, 
liadeod in his cupa mav have spoken and 
shown more than he intended. His compani<m 
did not take in the meaning at the time, but 
months afterwards it sprang to his memory 
in the form of a dream. 

Ibid.— "The Nortbttn Meeting, held laet week, 
waa well attended, but there waa no race, as 
the patrons of the turf in the North are at 
present moiily absent pursuing their Parlia- 
mentary duties. Nearly all the principal 
families of the North, howeyer, were present 
Sit the ball on Thursday night, and dancing waa 
kept up with much spirit. 

October 5. — Referring to the Scottish Reform 
BiU, the editor saya: — ^""Our burgh member, 
Mr Cumming-Bruce, lias ^ven notice of his 
intention to move in Committee that Inverness 
ahaU have a refyresentative to itself. Mr 
Bruce has alao given notioe of his intention 
to move tot the continuance of the present 
mode of determining the election by a majority 
of Uie burghs in favour of the candidate, and 
not by a majority of the voters on the whole, 
taken effectively, so that Fortroae with half- 
a-dozen voters will rank as high as Inverness 
with three hundred. Neither of the hem. mem- 
ber's propositions appears to have excited the 
least mterest here ; the second, indeed, ia re- 
pugnant to the whole spirit ojf the bill, and 
Doto, we coniecture, will fall still-born upon 
the House and the public." 

Ibid.--On Thursday, the 15th ult., the Rev. 
James Gibson was ordained and admitted mini- 
ster of the parish of Avoch. 

October 12.— After a debate of five days the 
House of Lords, on the 8th inst., threw out 
the Reform Bill on the second reading by a 
majority of 41. The vote stood— In favour of 
the bin, 158 ; against, 199. The vote was re- 
ceived with anger and consternation. ''Hie 
peace of thS country is obviously bound up 
with the continuance of the present Ifinistr^. 
If thev reeiffu and the opponents of the bill 
take tneir pfiitce, we shall in twenty-four hours 
have a naticmal convulsion." The people were 
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oouiuelled to obflerve the law, but to send up 
addresses to the Ein^. 

October 19. — A subscription was goine on for 
erecting a suspension bridge over the River 
Ness at the upper island, to connect the walks 
on both sides of the island. — ^The office of 
Sheriff Clerk of the county, long vacant, was 
filled up by the appointment of Patrick Grant, 
W.B. 

Ibid. — A resolution of the Oommons, expressing 
confidence in the (Government, and pledging 
the House to support the Reform Bill, was 
carried by a majority of 131. The King also 
«tood by his Ministers, and there was to be 
no dissolution. The public mind was accord- 
ingly becoming calmer.. Numerous public 
meetings, however, were held throughout the 
country to protest against the action of the 
House of Lords. 

October 26.— On the previous Monday Hugh 
Madeod was executed for the Assvnt murder. 
The scaffold was erected on 'tnat part of 
beach called the Longman," near Inverness. 
The Magistrates offered to oonv^ him in a 
cart, bat he preferred to walk. Macleod was 
led from the prison at half-past one o'clock. 
"He was habited in a long black cloak or gown, 
made for the occasion, and had on a white 
night-cap, with the halter round his neck, 
carried behind b^ the han^an. He was ac- 
companied, by his own desire, on his ligfit by 
the Rev. Mr Clark and Mr £. Davidson, 
schoolmaster ; and on his left by the Rev. Mr 
Kennedy and Mr Mackenzie, aboemaker." 
lie Magistrates, constables, and Inverness- 
shire Militia, formed part of the procession. 
The dav was wet and boisterous. Macleod 
made a full confession, and addressed the multi- 
tude in Qaelic from tlie scaffold. A gathering 
of from 7000 to 8000 persons witnessed the 
execution. In the evening a sermon was 
preached on the subject by the Rev. Mr Clark. 
Macleod is described as a man of about five 
feet eleven inches in height, of a thin but 
active and muscular frame. There was no- 
thing in his general appearance or deportment 
to indicate a criminal disposition. 

Ibid.— 'TOed, at the Manse of Tain, on the 3rd 
inst., the Rev. Dr Angus Mackintosh, minister 
of Tain, in the 68t]i year of his age and 30th 
of his ministry." 

November 9. — Cholera had appeared in Sunder- 
land, and orders were receiyed at the Inverness 
Ctatom-House to place all veasels arriving 
from that port under quarantine. A meeting 
of Magistrates, clerary, and medical gentlemen 
was held, and a local Board of Health was 

U 
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coostitated. The town waa diyided into ten 
diatricti, with a' committee for each. The 
Ma^iatratee reeolved to ierae a nroolamatioo 
nrgmg the neceanty of removing all ooUectiona 
of manure and pi^fatyea. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Wilderapin, who adyocated a ay«tem 
of infant education, had recently Tiaited the 
town, and a locietj wa« now formed for the 
eataUiahment of an infant echoed The dnect 
of the society waa "the training of children 
from the age of 18 montha to aeven yeara on 
the plan of Mr Wilderapin'a infant ayatem." 

Ilnd.— There ie a full account of the riota at 
Briitd, occaaioned by the vint of Sir Charlea 
Wetherell, one of the atrongeat opponenta of 
Reform. 

November 16.— A general meeting of freeholdBra, 
Oommiaaionera <3 Supply, and heritora of the 
County of Invemeaa, met and voted an addreaa 
to the King in support of the Qovemment. 
They alao ezpreaaed their abhorrence of recent 
outragea. Mr Fraaer of Lovat waa in the 
chair. 

December 14. — ^Pariiament waa opened on the 
6th inat. by hia Majeaty in penon. The Royal 
Speech recommended careful coniideration to 
meaaurea of Reform, and apoke of the preaaing 
importance of a apeedy and aatiafactory aettle- 
ment of the quation. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of Invemeaa Town Oounoil, 
it waa resolved to contribute the warn of £1600 
in aid of the new gaol and other buildinga to 
be erected on the &atlehill. 

December 21.— The Reform BiH had been again 
introduced into the Commona, and waa nnder 
diecuaaion on the aecond reading when the 
paper went to preaa. The majority for Mini- 
■tera, aa given in the next iaaue, waa 162. The 
bill waa subatantially the aame aa the former 
meaaure. 

Ibid. — "Some tranafera of property have within 
the laat eight or ten daya taken jdace in the 
North. The Right Hon. Charlea Grant, M.P., 
haa aold the estate of Watemiah, in Skye, to 
Major Allan Macdonald, for about £13,000. 
The estate of Dochgarroch, in thia neiffhboor- 
hood, haa been purchaaedf by Mr Badlie of 
Dochfour for £10,000, and we believe the 
estate of Oorriemony haa been tranaferred to 
Colonel Pearce for £13,600. We may add 
that the whole of theae propertiea are con- 
aidered well aold." 

December 28.— The Northern Inatitution c^Moed 
ita winter session on the 23rd inat. Among the 
gifts preaented to it were the f<^owhig:— An 
old mghland broadaword, found near the aite 
of the hut in TorvnUt of Loohaber, where 
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Prince Charles Edward was concealed in 
1746 by the GLvoes family, and supposed to 
have belonged to one of the party— from 
Colonel Cameron, Clnnes. An oriffinal peti- 
tion to the House of Lords, of the onrgesses, 
heritors, and trades of Inyemess, for a reform 
in the borgh, with their signatures annexed ; 
no date, hit about forty years old— from Mr 
D. llactaTish, solicitor, Inverness. 
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No. vm. 

The year 1832 saw the final poasing of the 
Reform Bill, which gave the Parliamentary 
franchise to the ten-pound houBeholdera in 
towns, and to lease-holders paying fifty 
pounds rent in oonnties. The bill (which was 
the third introduced by Earl Grey's Govern- 
ment) had been read a seoond time in the 
House of Commons on 18th December 1831. 
Parliament reassembled on the 17th of Janu- 
ary, and the bill rapidly passed through the 
Lower House. The question again was what 
wocild happen in the Lords. Early in April 
the seoond reading was carried in the Upper 
House, but only by the small majority of 9 ; 
and when the House met on the 7th of May, 
after the Easter Recess, an amendment as 
to the order of procedure was carried against 
the GoYomment. Nothing remained for 
Earl Gi*ey and his ccdleegues except to resign, 
or to obtain the consent of the King to a 
creation of new peers. The King accepted 
tho resignation of Ministers. The Duke of 
Wellingtofi attempted to fonn an Administra- 
tion, but failed; and Earl Grey then re- 
turned to office, with authority to create as 
many peers as might be necessary to secure 
the passing of the bill. The Opposition, 
however, now recognising the inevitable, 
allow the measure to go promptly through 
the Ck>mmitteo stage, and on the 4th of June 
1832, tho bill was read a third time in the 
House of Lords, 106 peers voting for it, and 
only 22 against it. This was the English bill. 
The Scottish and Irish bills had afterwards 
to be carried through, but the main measure 
liaving been passed, tho others excited little 
oomtroversy. 

In the second half of 1832, there was a 
mcmorablo visitation of cholera along the 
northern seaboard. Its ravages were speci- 
ally fatal in the villages of Eaister Ross, and 
only a degree less severe in the town of In- 
verness. Political excitement continued at 
the same time, and the first General Election 
under the Reform Act came off towuds the 
close of the year. 
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From the ** Inverness Couirier." 
1832. 

January 4. — ^Tbe dreaded cholera had now ap- 
peared at Haddington, in Scotland. Powers 
had been granted to Boards of Health by royal 
prodamation, and the Inverness Board re- 
solved to apply for a commission. A fund of 
£100 had boen collected. Betums of poor in 
the town reported 500 in destitute circum- 
stances, and a mudi larger number requiring 
occasional aid. 

Ibid.— '"A splendid fete was given on Taesday 
last at Tulloch Castle, Boss-shire, by Duncan 
Davidson, Esq., M.P., to a numerous party of 
friends. About sixty ladies and g^itlemen 
were present. Dancing .commenced at ten 
o'clock, an elegant supper was servoil up about 
one, SM the festivities were continued for 
several hours afterward&" 

Ibid.— The condition of the operative classes in 
Perth is reported as deplorable. 'The number 
of the unemployed is oaily increasing ; and in 
Dunning, Auchterarder, and other manufactur- 
ing places in the county, there are, we are 
assured, not a few weavens in want of wcnrk." 

January 11. — A public meeting was held under 
the auspices of the Inverness Board of Health 
to consider reports on t&e condition of the poor 
and the state of their dwellings. No less than 
840 persons were represented as being in a state 
of great poverty, of whom 140 resided in the 
Green of Muirtown. The repcMrts stated that 
the practice of keeping offensive manure in the 
close neighbourhood of dwellings was almost 
universal among the poor; that in some dis- 
tricts pigs were as numerous as dunffhills, and 
a greater nuisance; that ahvughter-houses ex- 
isted in almost every quarter of the town; 
that numbers of the poor people lay <m straw, 
which was too seldom removed; and that in 
many of the houses of the poor the windows 
did not admit of being opened, having neither 
sashes nor hinges. It was resolved to raise a 
public subscription to provide means for 
manure stances, for lime-washing and medi- 
cine, for food, clothing, straw For bedding, 
flannel belts, and a soup kitchen ; and also, if 
necessai]^, for securing a cholera hospital. 

Ibid.— 'It IS stated that as a precaution against 
ch(4era every cottage in the county of Suther- 
land had been visited by district committees; 
that the wants of the poor inmates, both in 
clothing and food, had been liberally supplied ; 
that the dunghills had been removed at least 
thirty yards from each house, and every 
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dwelling innde and out bad been thoroughly 
deaaed and whitewaahed. 

Ibid.— There la haH-apoolumn of notea on natural 
hiatory from Qnaaaty, evidently written by 
Hugh IfiUer. They ai« marked by careful 
obaervation and power of deacription. 

Ibid.— The Exciae duty on candlea of one penny 
per pound oeaaed on Saturday week. 

January 18.— A cattle ahow waa held at Dun- 
vegan, Sl^e, on the 6th init., in connection 
with a fanning society in the Hiacleod 
country. The ahow of cattle numbered about 
100. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Forrea Houae, on the lat inat, 
I^y Goidon-Cummingy widow of the late Sir 
A. P. Qordon-Onmmi^, Bart.— On tiie 2lBt 
ult, at Invemeea, Mra Toung, mother of 
Murdo Toung, Eaq., editor of the 'Sun' London 
newapaper." A tribute to the memory of 
Lady Ooidon-Ounmiing appeara on the 26th 
inat 

Ibid.— The oommiaaion for the trial of the Bristol 
riotera had teiminated. 'Tiye haye been con- 
demned to death, and a jneat number aen- 
tenoed to transportation. The riota originated, 
perhaps, in politiod animosi^; but it is 
proved beyond all doubt that they were pro- 
tracted solely from a desire for plunder."* 

January 26.— Parliament resumed its delibera- 
tions on Tuesday, the 17th inst. Mr Croker 
is described as the moat actiye leader of the 
Opposition in the House of Commons. Great 
interest was taken in the question whether the 
King would create jpeem to pass the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords. 

February 8.— Cholera was spreadang in the 
Southern Counties of Scotland, and creating 
much alarm. A spedal meeting of Commis- 
sioners of Supply appointed a Bc^rd of Health 
for the county of Inverness, placing at its dis- 
posal a sum of £300, or an assessment of Id 
per pound Scots on the valued rent. The pro- 
posed bill for erecting a gaol and Court-house 
was discussed, and it was resolved to send up 
the draft of the bill to a London lawyer. Hie 
biU proposed to assess land in the county in 
two-thixds of the expense, and property in the 
burgh in one-thiid. This caused dissatisfac- 
tion in the burgh. The estimated cost of the 
buildings was £22,000. 

February 15.— A public meeting was called in 
Inverness to consider the Qaol Bill, but a letter 
waa read from Mr Fzaser-TTtler stating that 
the financial proposals had been postponed for 
the purpose of adjusting them in conference 
with the MagiBtraiies and community of Inver- 
ness. A committee of burgh heriton was ac- 
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cordingly appmnted to m€et a county com- 
mittee. 

Ibid.— At the meeting of the Northern Inatita- 
tion, there was preaented frcHn the Rer. Qeorge 
Gordon, Elgin, a specimen of a plant then new 
to British flora, discovered hj him near Rose- 
haogh. It was the "Pineuionla Alpina" of 
Linnnns. The Secretaiy alao preaented speci- 
mens of bitumen found in the neighbourhood 
of Dingwall. 

Ibid. — ^The Goyemmeni, by Boral Proclama- 
tion, appointed Thuraday, 22na March, as a 
General Fast in Sootland on account of the 
threatened Bg[)ead of cholera. 

February 22.— ^^he cholera plague had broken out 
in London, llirofnirhout \& Northern Coun- 
ties Boards of Health were now established 
in the towns and many of the parishes. An 
unosoal number of va^^rants and beggars ap- 
peared to be in the Hishlands, giving rise to 
uneasinesB lest thejr snould carry infection. 
The Magistrates ana Sheri£F of Inverness issued 
a proclunataoo "by tuck of drum*' and adver- 
tisement, prohibiting any of the inhabitants 
from harbouring vagrants, and instructing con- 
stables to prevent them from entering the 
town. 

March 7. — ^The foundation-stone of the Suspen- 
sion Bridffe over the Findhom was laid on the 
previous Thursday with Masonic ceremonial. 
The brethren of three Mason Lodges took part, 
those of 8t Lawrence and St John's from 
Forres, and those of St John's from Dyke. 
The school children formed part of the pro- 
cession. The foundation-stone was laid by 
Brodie of Brodie, Provincial Grand Master. 
Fh)m four to Ave thousand persons witnessed 
the ceremony. 

March 28.— Hie Reform Bill had now passed the 
Commons. Mr Macaulay distinguished him- 
self in all the debates on the bifi, and spoke 
with his accustomed brilliancy on the third 
reading. *<Mr Oroker," we are told, 'Srho 
follows Macaulay as his shade, attacked the bill 
in a clever and bitter speech." The bill was 
now heton the Lords for the second time. 

Ibid.— ^Died, at Antigonish, Mrs Ann Ghishofan, 
aged 98 yean, a native of Strathglass, Nwth 
Britain, leaving 112 grand and mat-grand- 
children, of whom lOo are of the name of 
CSiisholm, all living." 

Ibid. — ^Tlie following paraarrapb is quoted from 
the "Elgin Courier" :— 'The mania for emigra- 
tion rages Just now in this country to an un- 
heard of extent. We believe more people have 
quitted, or intend quitting, Elginshire for 
America this spring tnan during the last ten 
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yean. From the small village of Rothes alone, 
no fewer than sixteen intend sailinff, yery soon, 
in the same Tossel for the western hemisphere." 

April IL — ^There were now three steamers in the 
Glasgow trade plying on the Caledonian GanaL 
The "Highland Chieftain" passed through the 
Canal to Cromarty and Invergordim. Some 
aoMuement waa caused hy the fact that the 
carrier between Inyemess and Tsin took ad- 
vantage of the steamer on her first trip. "Man, 
horse, cart, and goods, were shii>ped at Mnir- 
town Lock, and the Tain carrier waa dnly 
steamed to Inyergoidbn." 

April 18.— The second reading of the Reform Bill 
waa carried in the House of Lords by a majority 
of nine. The result was waited throughout 
the country with great interest and anxiety. 
The news waa first brought to Inverness by 
the gniard of the Defiance Coach from Aber- 
deen, which arrived about an hour before the 
mail. When the latter came, confirming the 
inielliffenoe, ''cheers both loud and long were 
Taised?* 

Ibid.— rA school competition was held at King- 
ussie for prises given by the Celtic Society for 
promoting education in Badenoch. HThere were 
72 comp^itcMTs drawn from six schools in the 
parishes of Kingussie, Inch, and Alvie. Tliese 
schools were attended during the winter by 460 
pupils. The competing contingent* mardied 
with pipers at their head, two of the school- 
masters and a considerable number of the com- 
petitors appearing in t^e Highland dress. The 
attendance of the public was so large that the 
proceedings had to be adjourned to the church. 
Mr Macpherson of Belleville waa in the chair. 
The examination was 'conducted by the clergy- 
men of tihe three parishes, but the prizes, 39 
in number, were awarded by the votes of the 
gentlemen present. Previous to the examina- 
tion, the meeting determined an hcmorary 
prise, to be given to the Highlander who hail 
been in the habit most constantly of wearing 
the Higfhland dress of home-made tartan. The 
prise went to Robert Shaw, in the parish of 
Inch, aged 87 years. 

April 25. — The editor makes some fun of the 
managers of the "Sun" and the "Tne Sun" 
newspapers, who had made superhuman efforts 
to carry, as far as Edtnburith. the news of the 
second readinff of the Reform Bill in the House 
of Lords. 'The henchmen of old, careering 
among our Highland vassals, with their 
fratherinir symbol, the Fiery (>oss, were no- 
thlne to these ambassadors of the press, driving 
four-in-hand, with ribands flyinff and rosettes 
in their hats, to the tune of fifteen miles an 
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hour. What a cmitiut to th« slow spread of 
intelligence in the daya of our fathers 1 . . . 
Now erery large town has its newspaper and 
eyeiy Tillage its newspaper dub; and snch is 
the rapidity of our maus, and the ezoellenoe 
and nniYersality of our roads, that the Londcm 
journals of Monday evening— exclusive of all 
expreBBe0--are read on the following Friday 
among the wilds of the Hebrides a^ at tiie 
Ultima Tbule of J<^ o' Qroats." 

Ibid.— An immense school of whales appeared o£F 
the coast of Lewis, near Stomoway. They were 
driven ashore bv a troop of boats which put 
out from the harbour. Ninety-eight whales, 
some of them very large, were killed and sold 
by public roup. 

May 2.— At a meeting of Inverness-shire Com- 
missioners of Supply, Mr Patrick Grant was 
appointed County Clerk. The unsuocessful 
cand i date was Mr Alexander Shepperd, and the 
vote stood 22 to 17. 

May 9. — 'Bxw number contains a sketch of the 
boundaries of the Bnrg^ in the Northern Couur 
ties as fixed by the Scots Reform Bill. It aUo 
states that two cases of cholera had occuned in 
the gairison at Fort-Qeorge. 

Ibid.— The Rcy. D. Mackintosh Mackay, late of 
Laggan, was inducted 80 minister of Dunoon 
on Thursday, 19Ch ult. 

Ibid. — ^The luYemees Gsol Bill had now assumed 
a new complexion. A formal separation took 
place between the bvrgh and county. 'It is 
now agreed that the county rfutU erect a Court- 
House and public offices at their own expense 
—the Mapstrates of the burgh havihg no con- 
necticm with them, and the Question of erecting 
a new gaol or retaining the present one remain- 
ing entirely with the bur^h. The county 
btuldings will be constructMl on an approYed 
principle, after the design of Mr Bom, archi- 
tect, and win, it is calculated, cost about 
£8000." Several of the county heritors pro- 
tested against the scheme, but the bill was ap- 
proved by a majority, and transmitted to the 
London solicitors. 

May 16.— The news that Earl Grey's Ifimstry 
had resigned created consternation in tlie 
country. On an amendment to the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords, they had been 
beaten by a majority of 35. A creation of 
peers or the resignation of Ministers then be- 
came inevitable. The King refused to create 
peers, and Ministers resifi^ned. The Duke of 
Wdlington was summoned to form a new ad- 
ministration. 

May 23.^After various attempts to form an 

16 



114 Invemen Courier Index, [18S2 

administntion, the Duke of Welliiifftoa waa 
forced to abandon the taek, and Eaxi Qrej and 
his coUeagnes were again in office, Teated with 
foil powen to carry the Reform Bill On the 
22d(I a great meetins waa held in the Academy 
Park, Inverness, under the auspices of the Re- 
form Committee. ''This was tiie first open 
meeting ever held in InTemesa for a political 
purpose, and will long be remembered by the 
inhabitants. A more imposing spectacle was 
certainly never before witnesMd Ibere. The 
Incorporated lYades and other public bodies, 
with their banners flying, and all arrayed in 
their best, were in attendance— most of the 
shops were shut, the streets and windows were 
thronged with spectators, and crowds of people 
arriTed from the country. The Trades assem- 
bled on tSie Castle Hill, and exactly at 12 
o'clock the mnsic struck up, and the whole 
marched to the Caledonian Hotel, where the 
Reform Committee were assembled. Hie pro- 
cession tiien prooeeded to the Academy Park.*' 
The ^hering was estimated as numbering 
from 8000 to 10,000. On the hustings were 
Mackintosh, yr. of Mackintosh^ Frsser of Cnl- 
bokie. Eraser of Abertarff, Eraser of Balnain, 
and prominent citizens. Mr John Mackenzie, 
banker, wss called to the chair. The report of 
the speeches runs to over four columns. 

May 30.— It is stated that most of the anti- 
Reform peers had absented themselves from the 
House of Lords, and that the Reform Bill was 
making rapid progress in Committee. 

June 6.— '"The E^Ush Reform Bill is now 
through the Committee, and was to be read a 
third time on Monday last. On Tuesday it was 
expected that the few verbal amendments pro- 
posed by the Lords would be adopted by the 
Commons, and tihat on Wednesday (thia dav) 
the bill would receive the royal assent." It 
was calculated that in ten dayv or a fortnight 
the Scots and Irish bills would also have passed 
through Parliament. 

Ibid. — ^There is an interestinf memoir, more than 
two columns in length, of Sir James Maddn- 
torfi, who died on ^e 30th May in the sixfy- 
seventh year of his age. It is stated that in 
his speeches in the House of Commons Sir 
James was of the old school of rhetoricians. 
''He appealed to first principles, reasoned high 
of the eternal laws of truth and justice, and 
enforced his arguments in elaborate diction, and 
by repeated ajid various Quotation. It wa« 
our fortune to hear him omy onoe— -during the 
stormy period of the trial of Queen Caroluie-- 
and his speech struck us as being exactly like 
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a well delivered essay of the Edinburgh Beview. 
His manner was inelegant, but earnest and 
imposing, and his appearance commanded nni- 
yersal respect and attention.** 

Jnne 13.— The Englidk Reform Bill had at length 
passed tihe House of Lords and become law. 
The Scottish Bill was now passing through 
Parliament with but little opposition. "Major 
Camming Bruce and a few others set up a 
claim for compensation to the proprietors of 
superiorities, for the loss they would sustain 
throng^ the bill, but did not press the point to 
a division. We cannot see the slightest founda- 
tion in Uistice or equity for such a compensa- 
tion. The proprietors of superiorities wiU not 
be denuded of their franchise, and undoubtedly 
the owners of boroughs in Schedule A of the 
Englidk bill possessed a better right to be in- 
demnified for their loss than omr Scottish pro- 
prietors of paper votes. The inequality in 
the value of superiorities would also render 
compensation no ea^ task. In some counties 
the qualification sold for £100, and in others 
(as in Inverness) for £1000 or £1200. At what 
rate then was compensation to be given? The 
absurdity as well as cuniddty of this unpatriotic 
objection prevented the House, as we have 
stated, from coming to a division on the sub- 
ject. " 

Ibid.— Sir William Grant, late Master of the 
Rolls, died on Friday, 25th May, at Dawlish, 
in Devon. 

Ibid. — ^The anniversary meeting of the Northern 
Missionary Society was held at Dingwall. Sub- 
scriptions and donations amounted to £47. A 
meeting of the same Society was held at In- 
verness : subscriptions and donations, £66 4s. 

June 27. — There aro many rumours as to candi- 
dates who are to come forward at the election 
to take place after the oompleti(m of the Re- 
form Scheme for the three kingdoms. Major 
Clamming Bruce had already azinounced his 
intention to seek the suffrages of the new 
electors in the Inverness Dislrict of Burghs. 
He declared that though he had opposed the 
Qovemment Bill he was not an anti-Reformer, 
and referred to his speeches in proof of the 
statement. Mr Charles Grant had an invita- 
tion to stand for Liverpool, but determined to 
stick to the county oi Inverness, though he 
knew he would meet wit«b active opposition. 
His brother, Mr Robert Grant, had been asked 
to stand for several constituencies, including 
the Inverness Burghs, but resolved to remain 
with Norwich. 

July 4. — The cholera was on the increase in Eng- 
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laod, and hod also « fltrong lidd ot Edinburgh, 
Gla«g0w, and Perth. Seyeral cmm had noir 
appeand on boaid a Beyenne cruiaer at Oio- 
maity. 

Jnl^ 4 and 11.— Both usoea ai« filled with elec- 
tion newa. Oharlea Grant and Madeod of 
Madeod were again in the field for the repie. 
•entation of tlie comity of Inyemees. Three 
candidatea were canyaannf the bnrgha, namely, 
Major Oununing Bmce, lir J<^ Stewart of 
Belladmm, and Colonel BaiUie of Leya. Mr 
Stewart was the Reform candidate, and Mr 
John Mackeniie, banker, was Chairman of the 
Electicm Committee. 

July la— The Reform Bill for Scotland naated 
the Home of Lorda on the 13tb. At Nairn on 
the 12th there was a great Reform festiyal, 
conaisting of a proceeaioa and dinner. The 
Nairn seamen turned out to the number of 
160, a party of twenty in holiday sarb draw- 
ing a yawl, which bore the Reform Bill, 
crowned by a large broom, spliced at the mast- 
head. Ilie " broom *' was m honour of Lord 
Brougham. There were twenty-one flags in 
the procession, each bearing an appropriate 
motto. 

Ibid.— The Sheep and Wool Fair waa held tbe 
preyiotts week. In the price of sheep there 
waa an adyance of from fifteen to twenty per 
cent.^ which waa partly attributed to the ad- 
yancing prosperity of the country, and partly 
to the sreat mortality among sheep in Eng- 
land, wnich had occurred about two years 
before. Tbe number of sheep in Englano was 
calculated at 25 millions, and no f^wer than 
six millions were carried o£F by rot in 1830. 
There was a fall in the price of wool, but tbe 
deficiency in yalue was partly supplied by the 
excellence and abundance of the dip. The 
toll dues on sheep and cattle were again a 
matter of complaint, and the committee on the 
flubject was reappointed. There was a talk 
about promoting a droye road, and more rest- 
ing places for sheep were «ud to be required. 

August 1. — ^The following curious announcement 
appears: — '*We cannot forward a copy of the 
Reform Act to our correspondent in Skye for 
some weeks, till a carrier leayee Inyemees.** 

Ibid. — It i« announced that cholera had bn^en 
out in tbe yillage of Helmsdale, in Sutherland. 
The herring-fisning was going on, and the 
<tisease was brought by a boat from Preston- 
pans, in the Firth of Forth. 

AjQgust 8. — ^"Death, which has lately been so 
wiBjr in high phtces. has added another titled 
yictim to its ust— toe young Duke de Reich- 
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■tadt, son of Napoleon, died on the 22nd nit. 
The direct line ol Napoleon is thus termi- 
nated." 

Ibid. — Cholera was now spreading thitraghont 
the Northern Oonnties. It had appeared at 
Qolspie, Portmahomack, Hilton oi GadboU, 
Dingwall, aad Marybnrgh. The outbreak at 
Helmsdale was seyer«. In subsequent issues 
there are reports of its raTiuros there and in the 
villages of Sutheriand and £aster Ross. 

AjDgust 22.— -On the prerious day there was a 
great procession of trades in Inverness to cele- 
brate the passing of the Reform Bill. Flags 
and banners were numerous, and there were 
triumphal arches in High Street and Bridge 
Street. In the afternoon 360 gentlemen dined 
in the Northern Meeting Rooms^-Mr Madden- 
zie, banker, in the chair. 

August 29. —The cholera had at last entered In- 
verness, and within five days there were 17 
deaths. One case was that of Skene Morri- 
son, the ffuard of the north mail. "He was 
seizisd on Ms road from Tain, when within a 
few miles of Inverness, but k^t his seat till 
the coach arrived here, a little before nine 
o'clock in the evening, when, after delivering 
the mail bags, he stasgered home and expired 
in about four hours. The Board of Health 
was sitting, and the medical men of the town 
attended. 

Ibid. — ^The passing of the Reform Act was cele- 
brated by a procession at Forres. Sueno's 
Stone was deoorateJ with evergreens, and a 
handsome flag etreamed from the top. 

September 6.— ^Iliere are 106 candidates in the 
field for the 63 seat* in Parliament belonging to 
Scotland. All the ooonties are contested except 
Banff, Bute, Dumfries, Forfar, Kirkcudbright, 
Orkney, and Peebles, amd all the burghs except 
Ayr and Dysart." 

September 12.-- On the 6th inst. Buchanan Mac- 
millan, a gentleman well known to the mercan- 
tile community of London and to natives of 
the Highlandsi, died at the Inverness-shire 
residence of "Mr Stewart of Belladnim. '^r 
Macmillan was in lus 74th year. He was bom 
of humble parents in the glen of Urquhajrt; 
and at an early a^e removed to the metro- 
polis, where, by active commercial pursuits, he 
realised a consideraUe fortune, which he 
seemed only to hold in fee for the benefit of 
his countzymen, and for enabling him to Assist 
in works of utility and benevolence. Mr Mac- 
millan was for a considerable period ccmnected 
with the ' Sun ' newspaper as printer and pro- 
prietor ; and he also, we believe, at one tmie 
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held the ludutive office of King's printer. The 
love and honour of his nstiye oountzy was, 
with Mr MacnuUan, a strong, active princi- 
ple. . . He was in thought, word, and deed 
a genuine Scotsman. His house, his purse, 
time and influence were always, even in his 
hnsiest days, at the command of his conntry- 
mep, and of aU the Scottiab charitable insti- 
tutions in London he was the wsrm and steady 
supporter. During his latter years he oocasion- 
aUy visited the North, and delij^ted to renew 
his recollection of old scenes and old friends. 
Of the strength and viyidness of these impres- 
sions we remember a striking instance. He 
took a gentleman who was in his company one 
dav at Uonimony to p<»nt out to him the site 
of nit father^s hutw A few stones distinguished 
the place ; there was a well near, a little up the 
brae, and the old man. dashing aside the fern 
and heath, filled a bottle which he had brought 
with him from his native spring. 1 shall take 
tiiis with me to London,' he said, 'and if I 
die there the last draught I shall drink will 
be from this bottle.' It pleaded Providence, 
however, to lengthen hia span of life; he re- 
temed to London, visited the North affain this 
season, and doaed his eyes in peace and honour 
within a few miles of his native glen." A 
notice of Macmillan and his relatives appears 
in Ifr Mackay's History of Urquhart, page 
409. 

Ibid.— The total number of cases of cholera in 
Inverness had now reached 273; deaths, 82. 
Among the victims was the Rev. MrFindlater, 
minister of the Chapel of Ease (East Church), 
Inverness. "Mr Findlater was 45 ^ears of aj^e, 
22 of which he had spent in the ministry, vis., 
eleven at Loch-Tay side, Perthslure, and eleven 
as pastor of the Chapel of Ease in Inverness. 
He was long subject to severe Ulious and 
nervous attach, but was in his usual healtii 
when seized witb the calamity which hurried 
him to his grave. The rev. gentleman was 
wannly esteemed by his friends and parish- 
ioners. His style of preaching was clear, un- 
affected, and impressive." At the village of 
Inver, near Tain, it is reported that there had 
been 100 cases of cholera and 63 deatha In 
the rural districts, near Inverness, the greatest 
alarm and apprehension prevailed. All inter- 
course, except of the most pressing kind, was 
interrupted, and the town markets were 
scantily supplied. 

September 2o.--Oiolera was becominff milder in 
Inverness, but the ravaees of the disease had 
been very severe. Total cases from the com- 
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mencement, 409; deaths, 136. *y>r GJeorge 
Forbes, the oldest medical practitioner in In- 
yemess, wa« seized with cholera on Thursday 
aveoing, after attending his patients, sad 
though every effort was made to arrest the 
progress of the disease, Dr Forbes died at 
eight o'clock on Friday mominff.'* Dr Forbes 
was 66 yeam of age. The local Board of 
Health had been liberally aapplied with funds 
by subscription to assLst the poor. Al GSatholic 
clergyman from Keitb, Bey. Mr Loyie, was 
successful in .the treatment of cholera patients, 
first at Wick and afterwards at Inyemess. The 
Inyemess Board reqiuested him to remain in 
the town for ten da^s. They also . yoted a 
donation of £10 for hw services, Irat he handed 
the money oyer to the medical men to be dis- 
tributed among the poor. 

Ibid— The death of Sir Walter Scott is announced, 
and there is a memoir, oyer a column in length, 
by the editor. — ^The old burshid system was 
still in existence, uid the dection of ICagi- 
strates and Ooundl took place in the usual 
way. lilr John Boss was chosen as Provost. 

Ibid.— '''Some professional gentlemen from this 
place [Inverness] having occasion to visit Cro- 
marty last week, were seised at the entrance 
of the town, and told that they must go to 
be smoked for the cholera^ as they came from 
Inverness. They were accordingly conveyed 
to the seaside till they arrived at a wooden shed, 
where they were obliged to take off part of 
their clothes, wash themselves witii a prepara- 
tion of chloride of lime, and then enter a place 
stronsly impregnated witii sulphur and other 
ingredients, where they were locked up and 
huf-suffocated. Having undergone this salu- 
tary and rational process, the Invemessians 
were allowed to dress and depart." This 
incident is described at some lenf^th, and with 

§uiet humour, in Hugh IfiUer's ''Schools and 
choolmasters." 
October 10. — ^There is a striking account of the 
introduction of cholera into t& North of Scot- 
land, and its ravages in Easter Boss, written 
by Hugh Miller. 'In the month of July 1832," 
he says, "the disease was introduced by some 
South countrymen, fishennen, into the town of 
Wick, and a village of Sutherlandlidiire ; and 
from the latter place, on the following August, 
Into the fishing villages of the peninsnU of 
Easter Boss. It visited Inverness, Nairn, 
Dinffwall, Urquhart, and Bosemarkie, a few 
weeks after. In the villages of Boss the 
disease assuined a mon terrible aspect than it 
had yet presented in any other part of Britain. 



120 Invtmeaa Oowrier Index, [1882 

In the little Tillage of Portmahoniadc one-fifth 
of the inhabitaiits were ewept «w».yi in the 
still flmaller Tillage of InTer neariy one-half. 
Bo abject was the poTerty of the pe<»le that 
in some instanoiw there was not a bit m. candle 
in any house in a whole Tillage ; and when the 
dieease seised the inmates in the night-time, 
they had to grapple in darkness with its fierce 
pains and mortal terrors, and their friende, in 
the Tain attempt to assist them, had to grope 
round their beds. Before morning they were 
in most instances beyond the reach of medidne. 
The infection spread with frightful rapidity. 
In InTer, though the population did not much 
exceed a hundred persons, elcTcn bodiee were 
committed to the earth without shroud or coffin 
in <Hie day ; in two days after they had buried 
nineteen more. Many surTiTors fled from the 
Tillage, leaTing behind them the dead and the 
dying, and toolL shelter, lome in the woods and 
lome among the hollows of an extensiTO track 
of sandhills. But the pest fdlowed them to 
their hiding place, and they expired in the 
open air. Whole families were found lying 
dead on their cottage floors. In <Mie instance 
an infant, the only surnTor, lay groTelling on 
the bodr of its mother, wailing feebly among 
the deaoj the sole mourner in the charnel-house 
of the pestilence. Two young persons, a lad 
and his sister, were seen digging a gr&ve for 
their father in the chtrrch-yard of Nigg, and 
Uien carrying tlie corpse to it on a cart, no 
one Tenturing to assist them." Suofa is a con- 
temporary account of the horrors of this pain- 
ful time. 
October 24.— The Bct. J. Maodonald, of 
Urquhart, preached in the Ohspd of Ease for 
the benefit of the Society for improTing Churd» 
patronage in Scotland. llie collection 
amounted to £8 17s 6M. The annual meetine 
of the Society was hdd, and reeolutions passed 
in faTour of d^Tering the Church from the 
grieTanoes flowing from patrcmage. 

October 31.-— An article in thb number describes 
the state of parties in the North, and the pre- 
paration made for riectioneering contests. A 
few years before the prospect of a general elec- 
tion was regarded in ScotUnd with scarcely 
any interest The question of burgh reform 
was generally held to be much more important, 
and m many places led to Tiolent par^ col- 
lisions and expensiTe law-suits. When Pariia- 
mentarr reform, howeTer, came to the front, 
the subject was easerly seised upon by the 
oonmercial and middle classes, and on the 
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passing of the Act thej pressed forward to 
claim the franchifle. In view of an early dis- 
solution of Parliament, electioneering was now 
rerj active. 'In no part of the Kingdom has 
this state of things more abounded than in this 
Nortiiem division of the Empire. The grand 
source of disunion is undoubtedly the struggle 
between the friends and the opponents of tae 
present ICinistiy. Mr Gharies Qrant, a 
Oabinet Minister, is opposed, on the broad 
nrinciple of political hostility, by Macleod of 
Hacleod. Mr Stewart-lCackenzie is opposed 
in Ross-shire by Mr Munxo of Novar, parUy on 
nditical grounds and partly from local motives. 
Mr Stewart of Belladrum, a decided adherent 
of the Qovernment, disputes the Inverness Dis- 
trict of Burghs with the present member, 
Major Gamming Bruce, the active, unoom- 
promising opponent of the Reform Bill and the 
jfinistnr, and Colonel Baillie of Leys, an East 
India Director, contests the palm with both, 
chiefly because of his personal influence and his 
being a native of Inverness. The political Inas 
and connections of the latter lean to the Tory 
side." The article ffoes on to say that Major 
Gumminff Bruce had strong personal influence, 
independent of politics, in his family and in his 
position as Major of the Inveaness-shire 
Militia. Colonel Baillie derived similar sup- 
port from bis friends in the Magistracy of the 
town and hi» personal acquaintance witli the 
inhabitants. Mr Stewart stood wholly uncon- 
nected with local influence, and claimed the 
seat as an independent countiy gentleman, 
friendly to the principle of reform, which he 
advocated in a former Parliament as member 
for Beverley, in Yorkshire. 

Ibid. — ^No cafte of cholera had ocourred in In- 
verness for three days, and it was hoped that 
the disease had left the town. The total num- 
ber of oases from the beginning on 24th August 
was 653, and deaths 175. "This is mivere 
enough, but much less than has been experi- 
enced in manv towns of similar extent in the 
South. Trade is again reviving h«e; our 
markets are attended, and, genenuly speaking, 
public confidence is restorra." A proportion 
of cases had occurred in the village of Odca- 
bock, arising, it was supposed, from the damp- 
ness of houses caused hj a recent flood. A few 
cases occurred after this date in ^vemess. but 
the plague, on the whole, had disappeared. 

November 7.— Oomarty was clear ox cholera. 
Hie number of cases had been over thirty ; the 
number of deaths ten. 

November 14.— A paragraph is given to a Qran- 

16 
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town character, deceased, who was known tm 
''Jamie Blin/' or "the Solicitor-Qeneral of 
Qiantown.** He had been born almoat blind, 
bnt he managed to find hia way about, and 
wandered over the dietrict between Qrantown, 
Elgin, and Invemen. Jamie posseaied a pro- 
diffiona memory and an insatiable desire for 
jMHitical discussion, speechifying, and news- 
papers. His pockets were generaUy filled with 
news-sheets which he got other peoi^e to read 
for him. At the time of Qmrts of Justiciary 
and contested elections he was generally to m 
found in Inverness. "Throughout his whole 
life the memoiy of poor Jamie was most ex- 
traordinaxy. He could repeat n)eeches of an 
hour's length almost verbatim, alter once hear- 
inff them; and as he geneiully copied tone 
and gesture as well as words, he appeared oc- 
casionally, when in the vein, a most imposing 
orator. His outer man, it is true, ws« «ldom 
in keeping with the character he assumed; 
for Jamie was never solicitous about the busi* 
ness of the toilet, and his tattered vestments, 
with newspapers bulging out in all directions, 
sometimes oontnuited strongly with his elo- 
quent exordinnw and perorations. In all 
parties the rustic politician waa generally 
welcome, and it may be truly said that tlie 
stock of harmless mirth has in many districts 
been abridged by the dieaih of the S<^citor- 
Qeneral of Qrantown." 

November 28. — ^A hot controversy had arisen be- 
tween SeafcMTth and Hugh Ross of Glastullich 
in connection with the Ross-shire election. 
There are five columns of letters in this issue. 
A. duel was threatened, but averted. 

December 6.— On the previous Friday the Sus- 
pension Bridge over tne Findhom, near Foires, 
wss opened with a procession of trustees snd 
subscribers. Afterwards 106 gentlemen dined 
in the St Lawrence Masonic Lodge. Ifr 
Fraser-IVtler, who dedared the bri^ open, 
was in the chair. 

Ibid. — The dissolution of Parliament had been 
fixed for the previous Monday, and the writs 
were expected on the 6Ui in Inverness. 

December 12.— The Northern Missionaiy Society 
held its anniversary meeting at Tain <m the 
2lBt ult. Collections, subscriptions, and dona- 
tions amounted to £68 4s 8d. 

December 19 and 26. — The nomination for the 
Inverness District of Burghs took place on the 
17th. There were four candidates, namely. 
Major Gumming Bruce, Mr Stewart of Bella- 
drum, Colonel Balllie of Leys, and Mr Robert 
Fraser of Torbreck (who appears to have come 
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on the scene nnsolicited). The hnstingB were 
erected on the Exchange, and thero was a 
crowded gathering in spite of trnfavoiirable 
weather. Hie polling oooopied two da^vs 
(ThuMay and Fndiw), and the resnk was tne 
retom of Colonel Saillie, who stood seven 
votes ahead of lir Stewart The total fignres 
were as follows: — Oolonel Baillie, 250; Mr 
Stewart, 243 ; Major Cmnming Bruce, 192 ; 
Mr Fraser of Torhreck, 6. The scale was 
turned at the last moment in favour of Oolonel 
Baillie hy Major Gumming Bruce recommend- 
ing his reserved voters to 8upp<»t that candi- 
date. Major Gumming Bruce had his chief 
support in Forres, where he polled 88 votes. 

Decemher 26. — ^Tbe nomination of the candidates 
for the county of Inverness took place <« the 
22nd. Mr Fraser of Lovat proposed Mr Gharies 
Grant, and Mr Fraser of Gulbokie seconded. 
Mr Mackintosh of Geddes proposed Macleod of 
Madeod, and Rev. Mr Smith, Urauhart, 
seconded. The result wsa not publishea until 
the next issue, when the fiffures were an- 
nounced as follows : — ^For Mr Grant, 267 ; for 
Macleod, 213 ; majoritv for Mr Grant, 44. 

Ibid. — Tlie nomination for Roes-shire came off 
at Dingwall on the 24th. Mr Mackenzie of 
Kilooy proposed Seaforth, and Mr Archibald 
Dudgeon, ArboU, seconded. Sir George Mac- 
kenne of Coul proposed Mr Mnnro of Novar, 
and Mr Davidson of Tulloch seconded. The 
result as given in next issue was as fdlows : — 
Seaforth, 277 ; Novar, 162 ; majority for Sea- 
forth, 126. The contests for tne counties of 
Inverness and Ross had excited great interest, 
and in both cases the popular or Reform can- 
didates were elected, '^o constituencies in 
Scotland," says the editor, 'Vill be better re- 
presented as regards public conduct or private 
character, general talent or Parliamentary ex- 
perience. Seaforth has for nearly a quarter of 
a oentury supported those principles which 
have secured for him so triumphant an ivue ; 
uid Mr Grant is known to the whole kingdom, 
not only as a Gabinet Minist^, but for his 
enlightened views of naticmal policy, his bril- 
liant eloquence and extensive acquirements." 
Mr James Loch was re-elected member for the 
Northern Burj^s without a contest. 



124 Invemeaa Courier Index, [18)3 



No. IX. 

In the year 1833 the Reform GkHremment 
got to work with a new Pariiament and a 
large majority. The number of subjects 
which Ministers anderto<A to handle created 
friction in its own ranks, and whetted the 
activity of the Opposition. Daniel (yCon* 
nell and his Irish followers were also particu^ 
larly troaUeBome. The first session, how- 
ever, saw a great deal kA. work accomplished. 
A measnre was carried to put down excesses 
in Ireland; another to mitigate, or attempt 
to mitigate, the hostility against the Irish 
Established Church. Acts were passed deal- 
ing with \h» charter of the Bank <tf England, 
and remodelling the powers of the East 
India Oompany, the latter being deprived of 
its commercial monopolies. The important 
measure for the abolition of slavery in the 
British Gdonies was carried through. A 
beginning was made with the beneficent 
factory legislation identified with the name 
of Lonl Ashley, afterwards Lord Shaftesbury. 
The first st^ was taken towards the estab- 
lishment of a national system of education in 
England by a grant of £20,000. A reduc- 
tion in the advertisement duty was welcome 
to newspapers. Economists Uke Mr Joseph 
Hume were, however, annoyed by the meagre 
efforts at retrenchment in the ei]q>enditure. 
Locally, the sudden death of Colonel Baillie 
of Leys, the member for the burghs, led to 
a bye-election, in which Major Cumming 
Bruce was the successful candidate. It is 
rather curious that in the two elections after 
the passing of the Beform Act, candidates 
who nad been known as anti-reformers were 
returned for the Inverness burghs. The 
columns of the ^'Courier" during the year 
were largely oocupiedi with political dinners 
and speeches, which were important at the 
time, but for the reader of the present day 
have lost much of their interest. 

The notes below will be read with interest 
as recording the beginning of Town Councils 
in their modem form. One of the first acts 
of the Inverness Town Council was to abolish 
the offioe of hangman, which appears to have 
existed in the buiigh from iime immemorial. 
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There is a full aooom&t of the hangman's p«> 
qnisites, which must have given mxioh annoy- 
ance in the collection. 

From the ** Inverness Courier/* 
1853. 

Janiuiiy 2. — ^The result of the contest in the 
Elgin Burghs is annoonced. There were three 
candidates— Colonel Leith Hay, the Right Hon. 
Holt liackenzie, and Mr Alex. Morison, yr. of 
AnchintouL The first-named was elected, the 
figures being— Oblonel Leith Hay, 343; Mr 
Holt Mackenzie, 2S3; Mr Morison, 112. 
Oolonel Leith Hay had a majority of 112 on 
the gross poU. 

Ibid. — Seaforth was entertained to a public 
dinner at Dingwall on the 31st nit. Mr Mac- 
kenaie of Kilooy was chairman, and the crou- 
piers were Mr Mackenzie of Muirton, W.8., 
and Oaptain Sotherland of Udofl. Hie dinner 
was in celebration of 8eaforth*s return as a 
member of Parliament. 

Jajraary 9.— The Right Hon. Charles Grant was 
entertained to dinner at Inyemess by a num- 
ber of his supporters. LoTat was in the chair, 
with Mr Hugh Fraoer of Eskadale and Mr 
David Sheriff, Barnyards, as croupiers. Colonel 
BaiUie entertained from two to three hundred 
of his friends to a dinner in the Northern 
Meeting Rooms. 

January 16.— Over six columns are devoted to 
the report of a dinner held in the Northern 
Meeting Rooms to celebrate the ''Cause of 
Reform." About 2S0 were presentw The 
rooms were decorated with laurels and ever- 
greens, and portraits of Earl Grey, Ix»rd 
Brougham, and Lord John Rossell. The 
croupiers were Mr John Fraser, Cburch Street, 
Inverness ; Mr Ketchen, Nairn ; and the Rev. 
Mr Stark, Forres. In the fc^owing wedc there 
was a dinner at Nairn. 

Ibid.— The following Note to the readers 
of the paper is an illustiution of the 
difference between that day and this:— - 
"In consequence of the navigation of 
the Caledonian Canal having been inter- 
rupted by frost, a; large package of stamps, 
which should have reached us on Saturday, 
has been detained slxmt Fort-William. On 
this aooount we are oomnelled to mint part of 
oar impiession on bUmks, d which due ac- 



126 Invemeu Courier Index. [I83d 

knowledgemeDt will be made to the Stamp 
Office." 

Ibid. — The same iasue oontaina the aonoanoe- 
ment, derived from a priTato aouroe, that the 
llarqnia of Staif ord baa receiyed the title of 
Duke of Sotheriaad. Al a party given by the 
King the piefiolu week, hie Majeity had pro- 
poaed the health of 'The Duke and Dacbeea 
of Sntfaeriand.** Hie ''Gasette*' notice ap- 
peared in the next iaane. The annoimcement 
waa reoe&Ted with great pleaaure in Sutherland. 

JaonaiT 23.— 'Ilr Davidaon of Gantray bet with 
Sir Francia Hackenaie that the former would 
mn hie gig mare in hameas fourteen miles in 
the space of an hour. The ground fixed waa 
the north mail road between Oon<» and dach- 
naharry, and yesterday the time. Mr David- 
son himself drove the animal, and she per- 
formed the taak in three minutea lesa than the 
hour." 

January 30. — ^Three columns are given to a re- 
port of rejoicings in Sutherland in honour of 
the Dukedom. 

Februaxy 6. — There is an article on the burdens 
laid on newspapers, srising from a report that 
some relief waa in contemplation. The 
''Courier^' waa still a sheet of four pages, five 
columns to a pag«» and the price was seven- 
pence, as it waa of most other papers. 
Rumour pointed to a repeal of the Stamp- 
duty. ''We have been ao lon^ accustomed,** 
says ihe editor, "to the restnctive duty — so 
long in the habit of paying sevanpence for our 
newspaper— that so great a change seems at 
first sight to be wild and impracticable." 
There was at the time a duty of ds 6d on all 
advertisements long and short, lliia duty the 
Ohanoellor of the Exchequer reduced in the 
next Budlget. 

Ibid. — ^'^Died, at Daviot House, on the morning 
of Friday, 2Gth ult., in his 78th year, the 
Hon. AxLTus Mackintosh, 2Gtb CSiief of that 
nk, and »)th [25tK] Chief and Oaptain of Clan 
Chattan. We will not go Into a lengthy or 
elaborate eulogium of the character of the de- 
ceased. We win merely observe that he waa 
a person of the most inflexible integrity, of a 
wann and sociaUe temper, given to nospi- 
talitv, free of tfie sophistry of the world, 
totalTy unaffected, accessible to all who had 
occasion to address him, and in point of patriot- 
ism none could take preoedence of him. He 
had been nearly fifty years a resident in Upper 
Canada, of the Legislative Council of wnich 
he was a member. In that ooontry his many 
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▼irtaea and pnblio enterprise eiktered bim to 
a mnnerouB and respectable aoqualntance. Hia 
funeral waa attended, fnun hu late reaidenoe 
to Petty (the family bnrying-gronnd for many 
generationa), by one of the moat nnmerona 
aaaemblagea of gentlemen and the tenantry 
generally we have witneaaed for many yeara. 

February 20. — ^*Aa a mark of reapect to Dr 
Robeitaon of Anltnaakiach — long the CSiief 
Magistrate of thia burgh— -it la propoaed to 
requeat that gentleman to ait for nia portrait 
to ornament oar Town Hall. A aubacription 
for thia purpoae waa <^>ened yeatenlay afbNv 
noon, and the amonnt already aubacribed 
evincea the general eatimation m which the 
worthy ProYoat ia held by hia feUow-townamen 
of all parties." 

February 27.— At a meeting of the Gaelic Schod 
Society in Edinburgh it waa atated that in 
the Synoda of Argyll and Glenelg, the popula- 
tion amounted to nearly 206,000, and of theae 
no leaa than 24,703 above aix yeara of age 
were unable to read. In the pariah of Gair* 
loch only about a fourth of the Ttopulation 
were able to read. 

Hardi 6.— An adyertia»nent announoea that a 
ateamer waa to ply between Glaaipow and Stw- 
noway. The advertiaement ia aigned by Alex- 
ander Fergnaon, 30 Tumer'a Court, GhMgow. 

Ibid. — ^nie aame iaaue containa an adTertiaement 
announcing that the Lordahip of Lochaber, aa 
founded by the late Duke ol G<Mid(«, waa to 
be aold by public roup in Edinburgh on 16th 
July. The net rental waa given at £6796 
aterling. A anbaequent adTertiaement givea 
it at £6124 8b 2d. 

March 13. — ^Meetinga in favour of modifying or 
aboliahing patronage in the Churcfa were at 
thia time common. In thia laane there ia a 
report of a meeting at Reay, in Outhneaa, and 
it ifl atated that almoat every pariah in the 
county had held aimilar meetings. Petitiona 
from Invemeaa and other nlacea were alao aent 
to the Honae of Commona, where Mr George 
Sinclair, M.P., waa moving in the matter. 

Ibid.— The walk on the bank of the River Neaa, 
along the property of Bnght, had recently been 
made by the proprietor. There waa aa yet no 
bridge connecting the Manda with the weat 
bank. 

March 20.— There waa a revival of iUicit diatilla- 
tion in the diatrict. Thia waa largely due to 
the low price of barley, and to the withdrawal 
of a revenue outter. In the local market barley 
waa quoted at from 24a to 278 per imperial 
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quarter. In the next imie it u stated that the 
flam' piicea in the North vere about 20 per 
cent, below the previous year. 

Ifirch 27.— There is an account of the bill in- 
troduced bj the Lord Advocate for municipal 
reform in Bootlaod. 

Ibid.— At a public meeting in Stomoway on the 
20th inst. — Mr Murdo wckensie in the chair- 
it was reserved 'that it is the unanimous sense 
of this meeting that the sum aUowed by Gov- 
ernment for a Packet betwixt Stomoway and 
the opposite coast, is totally inadequate to the 
support of a vessel auitable to the purpose, 
and that this community, in consequence, 
labour under the most serious grievances, 
which loudly call for remedy." A committee 
was appointed to collect facts and inepare an 
application for redressi The griBvanoes of 
Stomoway Are thus of old standing. 

April 10.— With this issue the "Oburier'' was en- 
larged, becoming a sheet of six columns to the 
psige, or twenty-four columns in all. It was 
also printed in new l^pe and with a new pvess. 
The circulation of the paper had increased, a 
fact due in a measure, a« the editor states, to 
the growing desire for public information and 
political inqjoAry. 'Iffoet c^ our readers must, 
in their dkily intercourse with society, have 
observed that the recent extension of political 
rights and the improvements entered on by the 
Government, both in Church and State, have 
given an impulse to the public mind unex- 
ampled in any former period of our history. 
Napoleon termed ua a nation of shopkeepers ; 
we may now be nailed a nation of readow and 
politicians. . Great Britain seems at this 
moment to realise the idea of a mighty people 
roused at once to the full ccHisciousness of their 
strength, and admitted to the exerdse of new 
powers and privileges.** 

April 17. — ^Th'e Gourt-House and gaol of the 
burgh of Tain were burned down on the 15th 
inst The fire was discovered about two 
o'clock on Mond^ morning, and spread with 
great rapiditjr. Three persons confined in the 
jail lost their lives, one (perhaps two) im- 
prisoned tor debt, the thira the wife of the 
second prisoner, who had oome to visit her 
huiband. The Town-House had been erected 
only in 1825, at the joint expense of the town 
and county, and was not insured. 

Ibid. — A report on toU dues, roads, and other 
matters affecting the movement of sheep and 
cattle from the Northern Counties to the 
Southern markets appears in this issue. Thd 
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exacti<Mi of tolls mm a great g^vance, parti- 
cnUrly in the oounties of Perth and Stirling. 
The committee suggested yarioas remedies, in- 
cluding the formation of a general drove road, 
on a line formerly recommended hy Ifr Td- 
ford. The report is signed by Mr J. Ifuiray 
Grant of Qlenmoriston. 

April 24. — ^"Intelligence was reoeiyed here last 
night of the dei^ of Colonel John BaiUie of 
L^, member for the Inverness District of 
Burghs, and a Director of the East India Oom- 
pany. The Colonel died at hie house in Ixm- 
don at twelve o'clock on Saturday last. He 
was attacked about ten days previous with the 
epidemic so prevalent in the metropolis, the 
influenza, which wa« followed by inflammation, 
f^at in a fcw days proved fatal. He was, we 
believe, in his 6lBt year. Colonel Baillie was 
a native of the town of Inverness. He entered 
early in life into the servicea of the East India 
Company as a cadet ; and held successively the 
important offices of Professor of the Hindos- 
tanee language in the Company's College at 
Calcutta, and Resident at Lucknow. Aft^ his 
return to England in 1816, he sat for the burgh 
of Hedon, in Yoikshire, which he represented 
in two Parliaments. He was returned for the 
Inverness Burghs in September 1830, and again 
at the last general election, alter one of the 
keenst contests wifoessed in Great Britain. 
The sudden death of this gentleman so reoently 
after his struggle here, aind almost before tlie 
excitement it occaaion€)d had subsided— and in 
the midst of the pending negotiations relative 
to the East India Company's Charter, in which 
he took a strong and lively interest — irre- 
sistibly reminds us of the eloquent ezclamar 
ti<m of Burke—^What shadows we are and 
what shadows we pursue."* Colonel Baillie 
built Leys Castle, near Inverness, and planted 
the woods around it. The Castle was un- 
finished at the date of his death. 

Ifav 8. — It is announced that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had reduced the duty on ad- 
vertisements from 3s 6d to Is 6d. 'This 
alteration was brought forward on Tlinrsday 
evening, and appears to have been assented to 
without a dissentient voice." The reduction 
came into effect in July. 

Ibid.— The Parliamentaiy Commission on Roads 
and bridges had replaced the Bridge of Borlum, 
in Glen-Urquhart, with a stone mdge of two 
arches, each 40 feet span. Hey had abo con- 
tracted for the election of a brid^ge over the 
river Findhom, at Oariybroogh, in lieu of 

17 
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that which waa cairied away by the flood of 
AagOMt 1829. Hey had likewise roBolyed to 
effect an improTement in the pass of Sloch- 
mnich. 

Ibid. — ^The deaUi ia annonnoed of Ifr James Mac- 
pherson of Belleville, son of the translator of 
Oeaian. He is said to have carried out great 
improvements on his property, with the view 
of giving employment to those around him, 
and of converting into smiling and productive 
fields the mosses and unendoMd wastes of his 
estate. "The magnificent embankments which 
he has made along the whole Une of the Spey, 
opposite his property — the villa^ whidi he 
founded on the moet liberal principles at New- 
tonmore and L^achat, and the immense im- 
provements which he has effected in draining, 
clearing, enclosing, and planting, will long re- 
main a monument of his liberality and patriot- 
Mm." Mr ICacpherson was aJso a fanner and 
improver of stodL 

Ifav 15.--0wing to the death of C6lonel Baillie 
tnere was a fresh contest for the representation 
in Parliament of the Inverness District of 
Burghs. The candidlates were Major Gumming 
Bruce and Mr Stewart of Belladnim. The 
latter laboured under the disadvantage of 
beini^ absent during the contest, having been 
detained in London by severe indispotition. 
The result of the election was — ^Major Cum- 
min Bruce, 358 votes; Mr Stewart, 292; 
majoritv for Major Gumming Bruce, 6o. The 
successful candidate had a majority in all the 
burghs except Nairn. In Forres he had 93 
votes as agiunst 44. 

May 29. — "Mr Alexander Ross, house carpenter. 
Tain, who died a few weeks since, was one of 
the few who recollected the battle of GuUoden. 
At the period of the battle he was ten years 
of age. A body of the retreating Highlanders 
took possession of the choicest of his father's 
cattle, and, entering his house^ laid violent 
hands on all that appeared desirable to con- 
sume or carry off." 

June 12.^rhe bridge at Millburn, near Inver- 
ness, was now wi&ned ten feet, and l^e foot- 
path extended about a mile further from In- 
verness. 

June 19. — The scheme of Government for the 
future administration of the affairs of India 
was explained in the House of Commons by the 
Pxvaident of the Board of Trade. "Mr Grant 
spoke for nearly three hours and a-half, and, 
accocding to tm journals of all parties, with 
his usual eloquence, force, and effect.*' 

Ibid.— On Tuesday, the 11th inst., a gathering 
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of the people of Badenoch aiuembled ab Dal- 
whinnie to weloome and esoort home their 
Chief, Cluny MacDherson, and his wife, to 
their residence at Cltiny Castle. Iho prooea- 
sioQ was headed by about fifty gentlemen on 
horseback. On arriving at the Ca^e the Chief 
thanked them in a Gaelic speech. 

Jnne 26. — *'lir Madeod of Geanies has retired 
from the Sheriffdom of Ross-shire, having held 
that oflice for, we believe, the Ions period of 
fifty-nine years— a life-time in itself.' 

July 10. — ^Tiiere are letters and articks in this 
and other iasaee respecting outrages that were 
said to have oocmrred in the district of Dun- 
donnell, in the west of Boss-shire. Some 
of these outrages dated several yean back, and 
were connect^ with a law case. Others had 
to db with the removal of yairs for catching 
herrinss. The stories were obviously eautg- 
gerated, and t&ugh they caused much excite- 
ment at tibe time, they are not now of interest. 

July 17.— The Inverness Sheep and Wo<^ Fair 
waa very satisfactory to sellers. "From a cal- 
culation which we made, assisted by eome of 
the gentlemen attending the market, it appears 
that the transactions in slieep amount^ to 
about £100,000 ; and those in wool to £70,000 
or £80,000. The prices were high. In wool 
there is a great advance, particularly of the 
common bladifaeed description, which brought 
21b and 21s 6d per «tone of 48 lbs., beins a 
rise of from 6b 6d to 6s 6d per stone over last 
year's prices. The highest price obtained for 
Caieviot wool was aOs 9d per stone of 24 lb«., 
deliverable in the Clyde, being an advance over 
last year's nrices of about 4s 6d.*' The advance 
in blackfaced wool was partly accounted for 
by its growing scarcity, as Cheviot stock waa 
becoming more general. The f<^owing prices 
are quoted :—4£eviot weddeis, 22b to 31s; 
ewes, 13s 6d to 20s; lambs, 8s to lis 3d; 
blackfaced wedders, 16s to 24s; ewes, 7s 6d 
to 128 6d ; hunbs, 68 6d to 99 6d. Cheviot 
wool, per stone of 24 Ibe., 18s to 208 9d; cross 
ditto, washed, 14s to 169 ; «unwashed, 12s to 
14»; blackfaced, per stone of 48 lbs., 208 to 
22b. a meeting was held 4m the subject of 
the transport of stock, and the report of a 
committee was adopted, praying the Commis- 
sioners of Highland Roads and Bridges to sur- 
vey a line c^dtove road from a point near 
Highbridge, across Rannoch Moor to Killin, 
or to a point on the okl military road near 
Kinff'v House. 

July 24. — ^The death is announced of the Duke 
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of Suthorlaod at Dunrobin Outle on Fridar, 
the 19th lust. The Duke arriTed in the 
North only « fortnight previoiu, cod wa« 
thortiy afterward! eeised with the illneM which 
proved fatal. HiB Grace was bmn in January 
1768, and waa oonaeqoently in his 76th y«ar. 
He married the Oountees of Sotheriand in 
1786, and auoceeded hia fiither as Marquia of 
Stafford in 1803. A few montha before hia 
death be waa created Duke of Sutherland. Hia 
Grace did much for the county by liberally 
aaaiifting in the conatruction of roada and 
harboura and promoting education. 

Ibid— Mr George Sinclair, ILP., moved on the 
16th in the Houae of Oommona for leave to 
brinj; in a bill to repeal the Act of Queen Anne 
abohahing patrcmage in the Cburch of Soot- 
land. Mr Horatio Roaa aeconded. Hw motion 
waa withdrawn, aa it waa found that it oould 
not be entertained without the preyioua oon- 
aant of the Grown. 

Auguat 7.-^l^ie remaina of the late Duke of 
Sutherland were conveyed from Dunrobin GaaUe, 
and were laid in Dcnuoch Cathedral od Slat 
July. "There was a total abaenoe of pomp 
and pageantry. The cc^na were made by ma 
Grace's own carpenter, the ahrond waa aewn 
by the femalea of hia family and the daughtera 
of hia tenant*, and hia body waa plamd in 
ita last abode by the handta of hia faithful aer- 
vanta. Thia abaence of all oetentatioua dia- 
play waa, however, more than oompenaated 
by the attendance of thouaanda and the heart- 
felt grief, aurpaaaing ahow, whiofa pervadea 
every heart.*' The number of peraona preaent 
waa eatimated at ten thouaand. Hie refreah- 
menta conaiated of bread, meat, and ale, whiaky 
being excluded. 

August 14.— The Directora of the Invemeaa 
Academy at thia time adopted a reaolution to 
amwint teachera witbont aalariea, allowins 
tnem to take payment in feea, to be regulated 
by the Board. Mr James Falconer waa ap- 
pointed writing and commercial master. 

Auguat 21.— The Scota Bur^ Reform Bill, and 
a aupplementaiy bill dealing with burgha not 
Royu, paaaed through Committee in the Lorda. 
The following iaaue recorded the third readUng. 

Auguat 28.— "Strangera continue to flock into 
the North, and ihSre never peihapa waa a time 
when the Highlands had ao many viaitora. 
Our inna are all full, bed and board; coach 
aeata are almost aa difficult to obtain aa a 
lottery prize in the olden time; ateam-boata 
are equulv crowded, and gin aodl horaes an 
everywhere but at home. In the interior of 
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the country we find partiee of all deBcriptiom 
— vDoitsmen with do^^ and gana, the patient 
ansder with hia rod, the ^logiat with hit has 
and hammer, tiie botanist with hia book of 

• upecimena, the acene-hunter with his pencil or 
memotrandia, and numenraa groups intent only 
on pic-niddng among wild hills, streams, or 
waterfalls. . . Our Highland inns are neatly 
improved. The lairds are still too careleaa in 
loeking after the 'change-honsea' on their 
estates; but in general tr^c produces deanli- 
neaa anid civilityy and the Untob of example aa 
well aa precept begina to be felt and acknow- 
ledged." 

September 4.^nieqre was opposition in the 
parish of Petty to the acceptance <^ the Rev. 
John Grant aa their mimster. One objection 
was his alleged deficiency in the Qaebc lan- 
guage. Tht Pneabytary heard him preach, and 
found that Mr Qrant had an intimate ocqnaint- 
aoce with the Gaelic language, and possessed 
great fluency and accuracy in it. They re- 
solved to jwoceed with Mr Grant's trials for 
<mlination, but to defer further oonsiderati<Hi 
of the case till the approach of the General 
Assembly. 

Ibid. — ^It ia stated that Rob Roy*a favourite dav- 
more had been presented by Mr Ryder, of the 
Aberdeen Theatre, to Mr Alexander Fraaer, 
the young laird of Torbreck. Hie preaent waa 
accompanied by the following certificate of ita 
authenticity: — "This waa the favourite clay- 
more of Rob Roy. It was inreeented by him 
to hia particular friend and near relative, Mr 
Campbell of Glenlyon, and remained in that 
family until Francis Gordon Oeuapbell of Troup 
succeeded to the title and estotea of Glenlyjn.** 

September 11.— At the Invemeai Circuit Coirt 
there were numerous charges of assault, and 
the presiding Judge, Lord Meadowbank, Mid 
there were more oases of assault tried at this 
Circuit thaA in all other parts of Srotlanl 
united. "The peonle of the Highlands," he 
said, "seemed m Uiia respect to be a per.ile 
living without law." The editor thought tVis 
statement a little exagjzerated; but be ex- 
pressed the hope that influential peraoos woold 
''exert increased activity to repran an offence 
wiiich htm become a reproach and dlsgnce to 
us, and which seema, unfOTtunat^ly, to l>e on 
the increase." 

September 25.— l^e portrait of Dr Robertaun of 
Aultnai^ach, painted by subaciiption for the 
Town Hall, was recent^ fimshea A pai)n<>l 
at the bottom bean the following subacriptioa : 
— "In testimony of regard for hit private 
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worth and pablic luefiilnen while Chief Ifiigi- 
Btnte of hxTeratu, this portnut of Jamee 
Robertson of Aultiuekiacb, M.D., wm pJartd 
here by public rabecription of bk fellow- 
dtizeoe, 1833. John Sime, £«|.» S.A., pinxt.** 
The paraffr&ph proceeds — ^'The ]iortr«'ut ia the 
■ize of life, in a sitting posture, with one hand 
containing a letter, and the othe- engaged in 
lifting an eye-glass. The likeness is admir- 
able, batina perhaps a little too much fulness 
in Uie body. . . Ifr Sime, the artist^ is 
well known as a h<Ad and felicitous portnut 
painter, and we h*ve Mnce seen some pictures 
on which he ia at present engaged, which give 
us eyen a hisher ide* of hb talents." The 
portrait now hangs in the Council Ohamber. 
lUd. — A fine piece of plate fen* presentation to 
Kr John liackenxie, banker, bad arrived, and 
was on exhibition. It consisted of an epergne 
richly chased and ornamented, standing on a 
han^me plateau, and surmounted by a 
bouquet. The cost was a hundred and twenty 

Siineas. On one compartment was engraved 
r Mackenaie^s arms, and on another his credt 
and the following inscripti<Hi: — ''Presented to 
John Mackenae, Es^., by admirers of his 
public conduct and private character, residing 
m Inverness and neighbourhood; in acknow- 
ledgment of his strenuous and valuable ser- 
vices in support of popular rights durin{| Eari 
Grey's administration, a periM of the highest 
importance to the political independence and 
welfare of the nation, September 1833.** 

October 2. — ^FVom a notice of the Northern Meet- 
ing, it seems that the gathering had for some 
years faJIen off. Hie account of the Ifieebing 
says that at one period it "used to draw to- 
gether nearly all the leading familieB of the 
Highlands.** Thds year it was "enlivened by 
tlie presence of several strangers,'* but the 
attendance was 'Hnore respectable than numer- 
ouB,** and the dinner parties were much smaller 
than formeriy. "Tnere was no attempt to 
revive the sports of the turf, or to institute 
any public amusement, excepting the ball, 
which was well attended.*' 

Ibid. — A treatise on the Natural History of the 
Salmon, by Ifr Alexander IVaser, tacbiman of 
Dochnalurg, which seems to have been fiivb 

Erinted for private circulation, was now pub- 
shed. Several extracts from it are given in 
this issue. 
Ibid. — A bazaar, which is described as a ''novel 
and interesting eachibition,** was held in the 
Town Hall for the benefit of the conjoined 
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oharitiea ol tbd Infant School, the Female 
School, and the Female Work 8001017. Stalls 
were kept by Ladv Saltoun, Mm Fraaer of 
Lovat, Ladj Maokenrie of Qairloch, ICn 
Gamming Brooe, Mrs F^aaer of Otddnthd, IfxB 
ly^ie, £c. The prooeede amounted to £401 
158 6d. A small baekiet made by the Qneen 
broufl^t £4 lOt. 

Ibid.— Two Oommissionera, Hr Banter and Mr 
Innes, were at this time in the North, making 
arrangements for carrying out the Munidpiu 
Reform Act. Inverness was divided into 
three Wards. 

October 9. — ^There was at this time a commemal 
crisis in Bombay and CUcutta, involyin^ also 
some London houses. The amount of liabilities 
is placed at £16,000,000 steriing. Hie Bur- 
mese war is assigned as one of the chief causes 
of the financi a l coUapee. The Indian Gov- 
ernment floated a loan which withdrew a large 
sum from the commerce of the conntry. 

Ibid.— The death is recorded of Mr John Mac- 
pherson, at duny Oastle, in St Iliomas in 
the East, Jamaica, a near relative ol the Gkief 
of the CSan. *'The old gmtleDian, in defiance 
of mosquitoes and everything else, continued 
to wear the philabeg, composed ol the tartan 
of his clan; and at the ddrl of the pilHXXsh 
every negro within reach of its sound was 
heard to ezdaim, 'Qod bleas my old massa; 
he makes plenty of noise for me.' So uni- 
versally was this gentleman respected in the 
quarter thst a hdmay was granted to all the 
negroes to attend his remains to the 'narrow 
house ; ' and a poor <dd Highlandman who could 
scarcely crawf to his kinsman's grave, nro- 
duced his bagpipe, and pla^^ the 'Macplier- 
son's Lament' in a style whicb was responded 
to by every Celt present doffing his bonnet." 

October 16. — ^The epergne descried in a previous 
paragraph was presented to Mr John Macken- 
zie, banker, at a general mesting of the sub- 
scribers in the Royal Hotel. Mr John Thom- 
son, banker, was in the chair, and the presen- 
tation was made by Mackintosh of Mackin- 
tosh. 

Ibid. — ^Tbe remains of Qreg<^ Macgregor, alias 
WiUoz, and widely known as ''Willos the War- 
lock," were laid to rest in the Ghurch-yard of 
Kirkmichael, Strathdim, on the 6th inst. 
'^Gregor was the last of a line of ancestoiv, 
long the objects of awe and veneration, as the 
possessors of the only means ever known of 
prying into faturity, and of controlling and 
circumventing the works ol both naturu and 
supernatural agents." His tools consisted of 
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ft niece of jelknr metal, iMembling the bit of 
a norae't bridle» which wm said to hare been 
takes from a water-kelpie j and a tnuupannt 
■tone, '^iemUing the nob of a cryatal bottle," 
which waa said to haTe been extorted from a 
mermaid. ''Strange aa it maj appear to the 
enlightened reader, Umm credentiala, trana- 
mitted from father to mm, obtained for many 
agea implicit faith amonf the peaaantnr of 
Scotland from Perth to John o' Groata/ In 
recent yean faith in Willoz had fallen off, but 
he had a apecioua tongue and a fund of tradi- 
tional lore whidi brought him many Tisitora. 
Apart from hia profeeaion of necromancer, to 
which he adhered to hia dyins day, the para- 
graph aa^ that there waa nothing Teiy repre- 
henaible m the character or conduct of Willoz. 

October 23.— '"We believe we can atate with 
aafety that emuggling ia faat decreaaing in the 
EUghlanda. I>onald etill keepa hold m a few 
heighta and hoQowa, where tne ganger cannot 
conveniently find ma way; but aa a tiade, 
iUictt distillation will aoon die a natural death." 

October 90.— nA. paragraph from the "Elgin 
Oovrier" deacril^ horn Mr Dean, farmer at 
Eaater Oakenhead, found the remaina of a 
ahip while ploughing at the eaatera extremity of 
the Loch of Spynie, in ICorayahire. The editor 
of the paper, with a companion, cleared away 
part of tne aoil, ao aa to inspect the buried 
tunben. '^The whole length of the venel 
appears to have been thirty feet ; but we did 
not ascertain the breadth. The wh<de of the 
riba are entire, and composed of oak, and the 
stem is quite round on Sir Robert Seppins's 
plan. Wnen we came to that part tk ue 
▼easel which must have been the deck, altliough 
distin'mishable enough, yet the qutde went 
through as if it had only been clay. We may 
aay the same of a piece c^ birch wood about 
two inchea in diameter, which waa perfectlT 
entire in the back, yet the spade went through 
it with greater ease than it would have done 
through an apple. What appeared to us most 
singular was the distinct appearance that tbe 
whole of the space between the riba and 
the cvter and inner corering, of which 
we could find no more tracea than 
we did of the deck, had been cloaely 
filled up with heather, which appeared before 
touching it ouite fresh ; but immediatelT after 
became a pulp. It ia more than probable that 
thia Teasel haa been lost nearly 600 yeara ago, 
aa one of its dimensions could not naye nayi- 
ppited the Loch of Spynie, more particularly 
in th^ pffTt where it has been found, after the 
12th or 13th century." 
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Nov^nber 6. — ^The clo«e or self-electing ajBtem 
in boigh corporations hacl no^ come to an end, 
and tne new Town Councils were elected this 
week tto>ughoat the country. In LiyemeM 
the Reform party was successful in all the three 
wards. "The contest was conducted with 
great actiyity, but, we are happy to add, in 
peace and good humour. There were a few 
long cheers on one side and a few long &ces 
on the other, and the winners are to iuTite 
their Provost (Bir Mackenzie, the banker, we 
presume) to a public dinner; but all is quiet 
and conciliation." The total number of votes 
cast for the Reformers was 1462 and for the 
Conservatives 1053, giving a majority of 409. 

November 13 and 20. — ^The following were the 
fimt Provosts elected under the Reform Act 
in the Northern Bnrffhs : — ^Inverness, Mr John 
ICackensie, banker ; Nairn, Mr luac Ketchen ; 
Dingwall, Mr Hugh Izmes OBuneron, bankw; 
Tain, Mr H. R. Ross of Cromarty ; Fortroae, 
Dr Qeorge Tuiloob; Forres, Mr Charles Gor- 
don, wine merchant; Elgin, Mr William 
Qanldie, merchant. The Scottidi papers, it 
is stated, were teeming at this time with 
acconntfl of the sa^gs and doings of the new 
Councils. "Conscious that more is expected 
from them than fitnn their predecessors, the 
civic functionaries wpear to be all up and 
stirring.'* The first business of the Qlasgow 
Town Council was a discussion regarding the 
proprietjr ci discarding the cocked hats and 
gold chains worn by the Mlagistrates. The 
cocked hats were discarded but the gold chains 
were retained. The issue contains a list of 
charities in Inverness. The total under the 
charge of the Magistrates and Council was 
£38,638 14s 6d, but this included the Mackin- 
tosh Farr Fund, amounting to £26,218. The 
annual produce of the Kirk-Session funds was 
£367 per annum. This included collections of 
£100 at the church doors. In a subsequent 
issue it is stated that this £100 was derived 
from the ordinary collections, and that special 
quarterly collections for the poor produced an 
Mditionsl revenue of at least £200 a year, so 
that the total from church funds may be placed 
at £667 a year. 

November 27.— ''Died, at Petty, on the 16th 
inst., the Rev. William Smith, minister of the 
paxisb of Petty, and Presbytery of Inverness, 
in his 87th year." A long account of Mr 
Smith, who seems to have been a man of 
great ability and influence, is contributed by 
a friend, fie mm regarded as an authority 
in Church ODorts, and was at the same time 
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a powerful prMcher. 'fllie great featim of 
the man, mentallj and phyBicaUr, mm 
•trength ; thera was nothing puny or nivoloui 
about him." 

December 4.— There is a description of Martin- 
mae Market, which th«i brought together 
■eyeral thoueand people, and afforded an op- 
pNortunitT for the lale of many rural commodi- 
ties. The writer notes that ''bonnets whidi 
even twenty years ago were unknown except- 
ing amonff ladies, are now worn by young 
women of the humblest station; and over 
eveiT head when it rains is raised an um- 
brrila. Indeed, the latter is considered br 
the country people an indispensable appena- 
age, and the display of umbrellas on our 
streets Ust Friday was truly formidable, and 
would haTe impressed a South Sea Islands 
with a high idea of our comfort and civilisa- 
tion." 

Ibid. — ^The beautiful residence of Lady Saltoun, 
known as "the Cottage,** on the banks of the 
River Ness, was totuly destroyed bv fire on 
the previous Monday eveninff. The most 
valuable moveables, indudinff Lady 6altoun*s 
jewels, and the plate, famuy pictures, and 
hooks, were saved, but the Hon. Miss Eraser's 
Jewels, and the wardrobes of both ladies, were 
sacrificed. 

Ibid.— A public dinner was given at Forres in 
honour of the new Provost, Magistrates, and 
Town OounoiL Provost Qordon was in the 
chair, and the toast of the evening was pro- 
posed by Major Gumming Bruce, M.P. 

December 18. — A public dinner was given in the 
Northern Meeting Rooms in celebration of the 
accomplishment of Burgh Reform. The com- 
pany numbered 316, arc the room was splen- 
didly lighted with gasi Provost Mkckeniie 
was in the chair, supported by the Hon. 
Oolonel Qrev, M.P. (a son of the Prime Mini- 
ster), Mr Eraser of Lovat, Sir Francis Mac- 
kenxie of Qoirloch, Mackintosh of Mackintosh, 
Ouptain Fraser of Balnain, Macleod of Oad- 
boU, Mr Stewart of Belladrum, ftc. Odonel 
Qrey was at the time residing in the neigh- 
bourhood, in command of the Ylst Regiment. 
Provost MadLcnzie, on behalf of the Town 
Council, presented him with the freedom of 
the burgh. 

Ibid. — ^A Perthshire paper takes notice of the 
success of a literary and antiquarian society 
in the countv town. The ''Courier^* having 
extracted a few sentences, adds — ^''We quote 
this with some degree of shame and regret, 
not as regards Perth, but as respects Invert 
ness. We have an Institution here of a similar 
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nature, but so little in it enoonraged that we 
question whether it can huigmah on another 
year. It is in contemplation, we hear, to 
amply for the hall of the Academy, to aerre for 
the Museum, and we hope thia will be ob« 
tained." 
December 25. — ^The Invemeaa Town Oonndl, 
being of coinion that the aerricea of Dcmald 
Roaa, the hangman, might be diapenaed with, 
reaolved that the appointment anould ceaae. 
The editor aaya — '"Betrenchmeot beinff the 
order of the day, the Oooncil ccmoeiyed they 
could ^apenae with the. aenricea of the execu- 
tioner, whiob are aeldom required here, and 
have hitherto been pdd for, like the aerricea 
of other high legal lunctionariea, at rather an 
extravagant rate. Donald Roaa waa appointed 
executioner in 1812, with a aalary of £16 per 
annum. Aa moat pubUo appointmenta of a 
rare and difficult nature are accompanied with 
feea and perquiaitea, independent of aalarr, 
Donald had varioua bites and nibbles at tne 

Sublio purae. Firat he waa provided with a 
ouse, bed, and bedding. Second, he waa 
allowed thirty-aix peats weeUy from the tacka- 
man of the Petty Cnatoma Third, he had a 
buahel of coala out of every cargo of Engliah 
coala imported into the town. Fourth, he waa 
allowed a piece of coal, aa large aa he could 
cariT, out of every cargo of Scotch coala. 
Fiftb, he haid a peck of oat-meal out of every 
hundred bolla landed at the Shore. Sixth, he 
had a fiah from every creel or basket of fiah 
brought to the market. Seventh, he had a 
penny for every aack of oat-meal aold at the 
market. Eighth, he had a peck of salt out of 
evexy cargo. Ninth, h» waa allowed every 
year a auit of dothea, two durta, two paira of 
stockings, a hat, and two pairs of shoes. 
Added to these fixed and regular sources of in- 
come, Donald levied blackmail on the lieges in 
the riiape of Ohristmaa boxea, and had beaidee 
a sum of five pounds at every execution at 
which he presided. Now all these items mnst 
have amounted to fifty or sixty pounds per 
annum, and as there have been just three 
executions since Donald acceded to office, they 
must have cost the town nearly four hundred 
pounds each execution. It ia worthy of re- 
mark that the last hangman here experienced 
a very untimdy end. Bte had gone to Elgin on 
professional business, and waa attacked on his 
return, about Forres, by a mob of mischievous 
boyi and lads, who maltreated him in so 
shameful a manner that he died on the spot. 
The most active of the mob were, however^ 
tried and transported." 
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No. X. 

The year 1834 was one of great politioal 
stress in Parliament. Earl Grey's admini- 
stration got into difficulties over the Irish 
Clinrch question and the renewal of the Irish 
Crimes Act. Besides the reduction of the 
Irish Episcopate, ihey had to consider a 
scheme for putting an end to the tithe war, 
and proposals for dealing with the surplus of 
Irish Church funds. One section of the Go- 
vernment was in favour of applying the sur- 
plus to general philanthropic purposes; 
another desired to reserve it for strictly 
ecdesiastical purposes. The adherents of the 
latter view, namely, the Duke of Richmond, 
Mr Stanley (afterwards Earl of Derby), Sir 
James Graham, and the Earl oi Ripon, re^ 
signed. It waa at first thought that their 
secession would break up the administration, 
but their places were filled by the Marquis 
of Conyngham, who became Postmaster- 
General; the Earl of Carlisle, Privy Seal; 
Lord Auckland, First Lord of the Admiralty ; 
and Mr Spring Rice, Colonial Secretary. The 
aspect of political affairs, however, continued 
to be very unsettled. 

During the summer and autumn misuoder- 
stiwdiDgfl arose in comiection with an Irish 
Coercion Bill. Earl Grey, wearied with the 
difficulties of his position, resigned office as 
Prime Minister, and Lord Melbourne was 
called to the head of the Government. Dur- 
ing the same time the Lord Chancellor, 
Brougham, had been subjected to relentless 
criticism by the London papers for his rest- 
lessness, iriitability, and generally domin- 
eering conduct. 

When Pai'liament rose, Brougham paid a 
visit to Scotland, where he was entertained 
at great houses and received with unbounded 
enthusiasm by the populace, who knew him 
by reputati<»i rather than at first hand. 
The:^ were proud of his ability and public 
services, and unaware of his peculiari- 
ties or indifferent to them. At Inverness, 
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Brougham delivered a speech which excited 
a storm by the remark that the Government 
had done " too much rather than too little." 
Seeing that he had mada a mistake, the 
Chancellor endeavoared at other meetings to 
retrieve himself by goins on an opposite 
tack. "Usin^ Badical language at one 
place, employing Oonservative arguments at 
another, he amaaed and alarmed the friends 
who were not merely amused at his eccen- 
tricity." Suddenly^ in November, Kinx 
William dismissed his Whig Ministers, and 
asked the Duke of Wellington to form an 
administration. Welliiurton sent for Sir 
Robert Fed, who was at fiomoj and Peel, on 
his return, advised a dissolution of Parlia^ 
ment. Toe countrjr, however, resented! the 
action (rf the Soverei^, and failed to return 
a Conservative majority. 

Fnnn the "Invemeae Courier,** 
1834. 

January 1. — A dinner in the Macdonell Arms at 
Lnvergarry was held to celebrate the marriage 
of young Qlengany to Miss Bennet, niece of 
the late Bishop of CSoyne. Mr Grant of 
Glenmoriston presided. 

January 1 and 8.— An atrocious murder was per- 
petn^bed near Elgin on Saturday, 28th Decem- 
ber. An industrious man named Ritchie, re- 
siding at Lhanbryde, was killed by a blow from 
a bludgeon as he was on his way home from 
the town. The motive was evidently robbery. 
His murderer turned out to be a deserter 
named Noble, who after the crime re-enlisted 
under another name, and was ^prehended at 
Fort-George. 

January 8.— The question of admitting reporters 
and the public to the meetings of the new 
Town Oonncils was discussed in many places. 
Some Councils <^ned their doors, some did 
not. 'When the present Town Council of 
Inverness came into office^" says the editor, 
"the question of open meetings was canvassed. 
We confess we thought the Council might 
safely open their doors, for verf few would 
have time or inclination to attend ; but it was 
deemed best, for some time at least, till the 
members were familiarised with municipal 
bosiness and details, to exclude even reporters 
for the local papers. It was agreed, however, 
to let the Cbuncil books be open for inspection 
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at the Town Clerk'« office, and ire aooordingly 
tnzufer the minutes of the respective meetings 
to onr oolomns. Perti^w this is as much as 
the puhlic will tolerate. If we were disposed 
and enabled to give the oonversatioa that 
passes around the Council table, we aie con- 
fident that it woold be read by none bat the 
members themselves." These were the muni- 
cipal and editorial views of 1834. 

January 16.— An Invemess vessel, the **Oak,** 
went to Poitmabomack to load grain, and 
when lying in the bay during rough weather, 
lost one of her boats, and was afterwards 
driven ashore. Five lives were lost. 

January 22. — ^^'In looking over some old business 
letters lately we were surprised, under so late 
a date as 1806, to find a gentleman in Roes- 
shire write in the following strain:—! expect 
to be in Inverness on mv way South on Mon- 
day, and riiould be glad if vou could fall in 
with travelling companions for me, either to 
go in a chaise or on horseback, as it is dull 
toavelling akme.' We have now four coaches 
running South— the JJkil, the Defiance, and 
the Star, daily, and the Caledonian coach by 
the Highland Road, thrice every week in sum- 
mer and twice in winter." 

JanuaiT 29.— "The fine lordship of Lochaber, 
which from the associations of song and music 
seems part of the classic ground of Scotland, 
has, we understand, been disposed of in the 
following manner: — ^The first portion that 
was sold (which is the second in point of value) 
was purchased bv Mr Walker of Crawford- 
town, Dumf riesHrfaire ; the next lot was dis- 
posed of to Lochiel and Sir Duncan Quneron 
of Fassfem; and the largest and best lot was 
sold last week to Lord Aboyne." A para- 
graph in another issue says that the town of 
Fort- William was part of the lot that fell to 
Sir Duncan Cameron. 

Ibid. — Died, at Geanies House, Ross-shire, on 
the 2l8t curt., Donald Madeod, Esq. of 
Qeanies, late Sheriff of Ross and Cromarty, in 
the 89th year of his age. A paragraph says — 
"This respected gentleman held the office of 
Sheriff-D^tute of the counties of Ross and 
Qromarty during a period of 59 J^An ; that 
of Convener of Ross-shire during 40 years, and 
that of Vice-Lieutenant of the same county 
while Lord SeafiMth was Lord-Lieutenant. 
His energetic activity and sound judgment 
were remarkably conspicuous at those periods 
when the public safety required the measures 
of the Government to be promptly and strictly 
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executed; and the ICilitia, Volnnteen, and 
local Militia forces were raccesBiyelj embodied 
under his %nmediate superintendenoe. He 
himself commanded a body ol a thoosand men. 
di4iingiiurbed by their fine appearance and 
dtscipline.*^ 
Ibid.— The idea of having a Universitj estab- 
lished at InTemesB, with the poarible aid of 
the Mackintosh, Bell, and other endowments, 
was at this time broac3ied bj the Town 
Council. Now and again the same idea has 
since been rcTived, but has never come to any- 
thing. 
Ibid. — The Rev. Wm. Mackenzie of Tonffue, in 
Sutherland, died cm the 6th inst., at tiie age 
of 96, and! in the sixty-seventh year of his 
ministry. He was a native of Kilmuir, in 
Ross-slure, and was settled in Tongue in 1769. 
A oo-Presbyter contributes an account of his 
character and labours. Mr Mackenzie was an 
earnest and zealous preacher, and had laboured 
with great success in Tcwffue. During the 
last seven or eight years of his life he was 
totally blind, but he would not give up preach- 
ing. Even within four weeks of his death he 
preached sitting in his arm-chair in his dining- 
room. 
February 6. — ^A native of Skye, Mr Donald Mao- 
diarmid, who died in South Oarolina, sent 
during his lifetime £11000 to be devoted to 
educaticm in Portree, and bequeathed a second 
sum of £1000 for the same purpose. 
February 6 and 12.— There are notices in these 
two issues of the Rev. Iliomas Fraser, senior 
minister of Inverness, who died <m the 3rd 
inst. He waa a native of the parish of Kirk- 
hill, and in his sixty-ninth year. Mr Fraser 
was appointed to the third charge of Inverness 
in 1801 and to the first in 1821. *a)uring all 
this period he discharged the duties of his 
office with unremittinff diligence, not only 
preaching regularly in his turn, but catechis- 
ing his people, visiting the sick, superintend- 
ing the schools, assisting in the management 
of the other public institutions, and attending 
particularly to the poor, whom he had the 
greater access to know from lus having acted 
many years as Kirk-lVeasuver. The leading 
features of bis mind were a just and practical 
Judgment, uncompromising integrity, and a 
delicate sense of Justice.*' 
February 12.— *<I>ied, at Dochnalurg, near the 
banks of Loch-Ness, on Sunday last, Afr Alex- 
ander Fraser, tacksman of that place, and of 
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TftrioQs MlmoQ fiahings in thb neigbbonrliood. 
VLp Fraier wm author of a treatiae on the 
natural hiatory of the aalmon, pubUahed laMj, 
which containa a great deal of cnriooa and 
▼aluabla matter, gleaned from the obaerration 
of a long conrae of yeara.** The d e c* — ed, it 
ia atated, acquired the esteem of all who knew 
him by Ma active ezertiona and hia honest, np- 
right, character. *'Many a person whom bnai- 
neas or pleasure led to yisit the beautiful 
scenery amidst wbich Mr Fraser's lot was east, 
will sigh to think that their intcffligent and 
kind entertainer is at length summoned to Ids 
final rest Mr Fraser was in his 71st year/* 
This gentleman was the father of the late Dr 
Ftaser-Mackintoah, M.P. 

Ibid.— A paragraph is quoted from an Elgin 
paper under the heading ''unexampled economy 
worthy of imitation." The two aenior bailiea 
of the bursh went on behalf of the town to 
Losaiemottth to meet the ffentionen appointed 
to stake off the ground lor a proposed new 
harbour. The worthy Magistrates walked the 
whole distance, five miles out uid five miks 
home, and onl^ apent one ahillingi This ex- 
penditure conaiated of aixpence for whiaky and 
the other aizpenoe to the waiter. 

March 6.— On ti» motion of Mr Sinclair, MLP. 
for Outhness, the House of Commons i^ 
pointed a Select Committee to consider the 
past and present state of the law oi Church 
patronage in Scotland. 

March 19.— "The subject of Church patronage 
ia at present exciting much interest in 8c<^ 
land. So far as we lurve been able to ascertain 
the sentiments of the pet^le in thia Northern 
part of the Kingdom, a general wirii appears 
to be entertained for some modification of tha 
present aystem, without, however, raahing to 
the opposite extreme of popular electiim." 
The Ministers of the Crown were auppoaed to 
be in favour of a veto on the righta of patrons. 
The Inverness Town Council adopted a series 
of resolutions suggesting that {cesentations 
should be made by delegates representing the 
heritors, the Kirk-Session, and male heads of 
families. 

Ibid. — ^''The street lampa of thia town [L&ver- 
nesa] being superseded by gas, were, of coarse, 
thrown aside. But keep a tti^, says the pro- 
verb, aeven years, and it wiU come of use. Hie 
good foUv oi Nairn have purchased part of the 
disused illuminants, and thirty more have been 
sent to enlighten the inhabitants of Tain." 
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Mardb 26. — ^"Ilie expense of executing criminals 
condemned to death at the Circuit Court has 
hitherto been a burden on this burgh." This 
is the text of a letter from the Proyost of In- 
yemess to the Lord Advocate. The Provost 
urges that the expense should be borne bj the 
Exchequer or by tlie county where the crims 
was comnutted. 

Ibid. — ^A committee of the farming societies of 
Easter and Wester Boss resolved to hold a 
joint show at Invergoidon. 

April 2. — ^''Died, at Dumfries, on Wednesday, 
the 26th ult., "bSn Robert Bums, widow of 
our great national poet. Her health was oon- 
sideiubly injured by a serious illness about 
twelve months ago, from which, however, she 
gradually recov^ed. On Saturday last she 
had a paralytic attack which deprived her of 
speedi and bearing; but she remained per- 
fectly sensible, and knew the rdations and 
friends who zealously ministered to her com- 
fort." Mrs Bums had survived her husband 
thirty-eight years. 

April 9.— There is an article on steam navi- 
gation in the North, explaining a scheme to 
establish a vessel to ply between the Moray 
Firth and London. There is also a suggestion 
for steam communication between Inverness 
and Liverpool, to connect with the coach at 
the latter port. By this route, it is stated, 
the mails could be carried in 57 hours. ''Xow 
the mail which leaves London at 8 o'clock 
p.m. on Monday does not reach Inverness until 
9 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, or in 73 hours, 
sixteen more than might be occupied if the 
giant steam were brought into the field." 

April 16. — ^''The workmen on the Inverness 
ClastlehiU have, at the distance of about ten 
feet below the surface, come upon part of the 
ancient foundations of the Castle. Another 
skull has been dug up." 

April 23. — At the Synod of Moray a motion was 
carried, by 2d votes to 9, that tne presentation 
of Mr Grant to the parish of Petty should be 
sustained. Hie case had created a good deal 
of local excitement. 

April 30. — ^The following were the wages at the 
half-yearly feeing market: — ^Able, experienced 
ploughmc^, from £3 10s to £4 10s; half- 
ffrown men for working odd horses, SOs to £3 ; 
nerd boys from 26s to 30s ; women for dairy 
and out-work from 258 to 30s. 
May 7.— 'Friday hst was a grand gala day in 
Jjiveraess. Two public edifices have been con- 
templated here for some time— the County 

19 
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Bnildingi, indnding Cbart-Hoate, Sheiiif- 
Glerk*s office, and depoiitoiy fen* coun^ ra- 
coidt; and the United Charities School, in- 
tended to acoommodate the Infant School and 
the Ladies' Work Society. When the plan 
was fullj matured, detigm obtained and con- 
tracts completed, it was reeolved to gratify 
the lieget with a Masonic procession on 
occasion of laying the foondation-stone of the 
two stmctnres. xh» brethren in the North 
entered into the scheme with the seal and 
cordiality which distinguish the fraternity, 
and the Provincial Grand Master. WiUisin 
Brodie. Esq. of Brodie, wiUinely took upon 
himself the honourable duty of officiating at 
the imposing ceremony." The procession 
started m>m the Academy Park, and included 
the Provost and Magistrates, the Academy 
teachers and scholars (the Utter carrying white 
wands), the friends of the Infant School 
oharity, the county gentlemen, officials con- 
nected with the buildings, the Sheriff, Sheriff- 
Substitute, and Procurator-Fiscal, and the 
brethren of Masonic lodges. Brodie, as Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, first laid the foundation- 
stone of the Oonnty Buildings on the Onstle 
Hill, and then, the procesnon having been re- 
formed, laid the foundation-stone of the 
United Charities School, (m the eminence near 
the reservoir ((^>posite ViewhiU). The cere- 
monies conclud^l with a dinner in the Cale- 
donian Hotel, Sheriff Tytler in the chair. 
Ibid. — ^''The Nmrthem Institution was established 
at Inverness in 1826, for the promotion of 
science and literature in general, and more 
particulariy with the view of investigating the 
antiquities and civil and natural history of the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. A museum 
was collected, and has been enriched by many 
valuable contributions from all parts of the 
world, in natural history as wdl as scarce 
books and manuscripts. The funds of the in- 
stitution have, however, been declining for 
some years, and nearly all interest in it haa 
been extinguished. The members have accord- 
ingly resolved to break it up, and to transfer 
the Museum to the Academy here, the direc- 
tors of the latter agreemg to pay the 
debts and engagements of the Institution, not 
exceeding £80. The coins alone, if sold as 
bullion, are worth this sum." The fragments 
of the Museum ultimately came into the hands 
of the Town Council, and are now (1904) in 
the B^ Library Buildings, arranged by the 
Council of the Inverness Fidd Club. Many of the 
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original gifts, however, had either been re- 
claimed or mislaidi. New gifts and new caeee 
were added by the Field Uub. 

Ibid.—Th8 trial of William Noble for the 
murder of William Ritchie took place at the 
Circuit Court at LuTemest. He web convicted, 
and sentenced to be hanged at Elsin. After 
his conviction Noble ocmfesaed that he had 
committed the crime. 

Ibid. — ^nie Roes-shire Countv Meeting was held 
on the 30th of April at Dingwall. Formerly 
it had been held at Tain. Th^ Sheriff stated 
that he had called the meeting at Dingwall for 
the convenience of gentlemen of the western 
district. There was no Act fixing a head 
burgh. I^n protested. 

Ibid. — A movement was on foot for bringin 
mails by the Highland Road. Hie 
coacheA, however, were exempt from tolls, 
while the county of Inverness derived £300 a 
year from the tolls paid by the Caledonian 
coach. There was difficulty in proposing to 
bring the mail coach toU free, and the county 
meeting appointed a committee to consider the 
subject. 

May 14. — ^At the close of the Circuit Court the 
previous week, the Lord Justioe-Clerk recom- 
mended that the Northern Counties should 
unite in erecting a large district Jail. The 
county of Inverness, at a meeting on the 13th 
inst., instructed the Sheriff and Convener to 
correspond on the subject with the members 
of Parliament and the Sheriffs and Conveners 
of other counties in the district 

Kay 28. — A party of scientific gentlemen paid a 
visit to the county of Sutberland to investi- 
gate its natural histoiy. They took with them 
a light boat, supported on springs and fitted 
to a carriage, to enable them to examine lakes 
which would be otherwise inacoessible. The 
party consisted of Mr Selby of Twizell, Sir 
William Jardine, Dr Qreville, and Mr James 
Wilson. 

June 4. — ^The announcement is made of the seces- 
sion of four members of the Gk)vemment on 
account of a proposal for the appropriation of 
Irish Church property. 

Ibid.>-The Veto Act was adopted bv the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. In the 
division 184 voted for the motion as against 
138 Yor an amendment giving the people a 
qualified riffht of objection. At the same 
Assembly, the Presbytery of Inverness was in- 
structed to proceed with the settlement of Mr 
Grant in the parish of Petty. 
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Ibid.—- William Noble was executed at Elgin on 
the 5lBt of May for m order He was only 
twenty years of age. It is stated that there 
bad not been an execution in Elgin for up- 
wards of seventy years. The hangman was 
procured fiom Dundee at the diarge of £12, 
exdufiive uf traveUing expenses. The same 
functional y officiated at Aberdeen. "This plan/' 
says a paragraph, **of engaging executioners 
only when required, and not for life, aooord- 
ing to tlie ancient use and wont, will soon 
become general It will be a great saving to 
the burghs, and two or three Hangmen will do 
for all Scotland." 

June 11. — The publication of a complete Guide 
to the Highlduds and Islands, by Mesars 
George and Peter Anderson, is announced in 
this issue as about to take place. This was 
the first edition of the work, and is still prized 
by every one who happens to possess a copy. 
The Guide furnished Hugh Miller with tlie 
key to his geological observations. The book 
was written by men of exceptional culture and 
knowledge of the Highlands, and is packed 
with yaluable information. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Town Council, on tht 
motion of the Proyost, agreed to admit the 
public to their sittings. At the next meeting 
tlie public consisted of one citizen and two re- 
porters. 

Jane 18.~The Risht Hon. Robert Grant, Judge- 
Advocate, brother of Lord Glenelg, was ap- 
pointed Glovernor of Bombay. The salary was 
£12,000 per annum. 

Ibid. — -There is a report from a committee of 
Town Council, on the Wooden Bridge (it is 
called "the New Bridge") and the administra- 
tion of the account by the town. It appears 
that in 1804 Messrs Lockhart Kinloch and 
Peter Anderson took a lease of the, lands of 
Merkinch from the proprietor, Mr Fraser of 
Torbrcck, for 300 years. They granted feu 
tacks and building leases, and made pro- 
posals to the Magistrates of Inverness to baye 
the lands brought within the extended 
Royalty, and to naye a bridge built. Ulti- 
mately the tenants of Merkinch agreed to build 
the Wooden Bridge at their own expense, with 
the aid of voluntary subscriptions, and to hand 
it over to the Proyost and Magistrates, who 
obtained an Act of Parliament for the pur- 
pose. The original cost of t<he bridge is said 
to have been above £2000, and during the 
next twenty-fiye years the town expended in 
repairs no less than £2580, independent o^ 
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interest. A toll was levied, the average pro- 
duce of which wa« £58 a year. 

Ibid. — ^A Crown presentation wm issued transi 
ferring the Rev. Alexander Clark from tha 
third to the first ministerial charge of the 
Church and parish of Inverness, vacant hy the 
death of the late Rev. Thomas Fraser. 

June 25. — ^There ib an account of rejoicings in 
Lochaber to welcome Lochiel and his wife. 
Lady Yere Cameron, sister of the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, who was introduced to the 
Clan for the first time. A large gathering of 
clansmen took place, each wearinff a sprig of 
oak in his bonnet. The Hacdoniads of Sep- 
poch came down Lom Qlen-Spean wearing the 
heather and oak entwined as emblematic of 
the good understanding which had existed be- 
tween the two clans. 

July 2. — ^Disease had appeared in the potato crop, 
but it was not general, and excited curiosity 
rather than anxiety. 

Julv 9.— A memorial was forwarded to the 
Ireasury by the Magistrates and Town Council 
of Inverness in favour of the transmission of 
the South mail direct from Perth to Invemebs 
by the Highland Road. *'We have fre- 
quently," says the editor, **taken occasion to 
advert to the advantages such a chanffe would 
confer on the whole of the Northern Counties. 
The arrangement under which the mail is con- 
veyed from Edinburgh to this place ha« for 
many years been the subject of complaint aod 
reinoufitrance. The only coach by which it 
is carried travei*ses the road along the eastern 
coist, and by this route Perth is more than 
200 miles distant from InvemesSj while by the 
great Highland road the distance is only 115 
miles. A stase coach has been run for several 
Tears on the Highland road ; it is kept in the 
highest state of repair, and has recently under- 
gone some extensive improvements. It has 
also been found by experience that it is less 
liable to be obstructed in winter by snow than 
the present mail road." 

Ibid.— ^r Goodacre, a lecturer on astronomv, 
suggested the erection of an observatory on tne 
site of the United Charities School, then in 
progress of erection. He offered the proceeds 
of the lecture as a donation to the proposed 
scheme. In the next issue an appeal was made 
for subscriptions by the Rev. Mr Fyvie and 
Mr Qeorse Anderson. 

July 16. — ^Resignation of the Prime Minister, 
Earl Grey, and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Lord Althorp, on account of differ- 
ences in the Cabinet relating to the Irish ques- 
tion. 
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Ibid. — ^The InverneM Bheep and Wool Market 
wac held the preTiotis week. On wool there 
waa a riae of lumoat 38 per stone; a consider- 
able adyance on ewes and lambs, and a slight 
adyance on wedders. Cheviot wedders fetched 
from 22m to 31s; ewes from 13ft 6d to 21s; 
lambs from 9s 6d to lis 6d. Blackfaced wed- 
ders fetched from 16s to 22s; ewes from lOs 
to 13s; lambs from 6s to 8s 6d. Cheviot 
washed wool fetched from 21s to 24s 6d; un- 
washed from 18s to 21s ; cross from 16s to 20b ; 
coarse laid from lis to 12s; unlaid from 13s 
to 14s. The maricet was stiff. 

July 23. — ^Lord Melbourne succeeded Earl Qrey 
as Premier. "Lord Melbourne is an amiable, 
accomplished nobleman, but we suspect he 
wants weight to rule and consolidate the 
Cabinet. Me has long been at the head of the 
fashionable world; but we have yet to learn 
that his lordship can, like Charles James Fox» 
unite the opposite characters of leader of the 
hatU Urn and first Minister of England." Lord 
Althorp remained in office as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

August o. — A suspension bridge was thrown 
across the river on the east side of tlie Islands 
in 1828, but the funds were inadequate to pro- 
vide one on the western side. '^Additional 
subscriptions," we are now informed^ "have 
since been obtained, and a contract has been 
entered into for the erection of a suspnsion 
bridge on the western bank, which will con- 
nect the beautiful walks on bot>b sides, and 
form a fine ornament to the town." 

Ibid.— It is stated that the great bulk of the 
Clan Chisholm had emigrated some years be- 
fore to America, and that "the major part of 
the small remainder" were now settled on the 
eRtate of Lovat. "These good people, says a 
correspondent, hearing that Mrs (iooden, the 
daughter of the late Alex. Chisholm of 
Chisholm, who died in 1793, was making a 
tour in these parts, assembled on Friday, 18th 
ult., at the bridge of Struy, to pay their re- 
spects to her in passing, and after drinking 
her health with three heartfelt cheers, 
separated for their respective homes. It was 
a meeting of the deepest interest on both 
•ides." 

Il,id. — ^xhis issue records the death of a reroected 
townsman, who had held the office of Con- 
vener of the Incorporated Trades for seventeen 
years, and was accordingly known as Con- 
vener Alexander Williamson, He had carried 
on for upward* of forty years a successful 
business as cabinet-maker and upholsterer, 
and died in the 62nd year of his age. The 
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funeral was on an imprenuTe scale. "Each 
Incorporation went in the following order. 
Officer— Apprentices, four and four— Jonmey- 
men, four and four— present and late Box- 
masters. Afterwards the five Deacons, the 
old and new Conveners, and the Qeneral Box- 
master. The Magistrates, preceded by the 
town's officers, next walked in procession, and 
a large concourse of persons resident in the 
town and neighbourhood followed the body 
and the family mourners." 

August 13.-- A successful show of stock for the 
counties of Ross and Cromarty was held at 
Invergordon. At the dinner, howeyer, there 
was talk of agricultural distress. It was said 
that this distress "was seen and felt in eyery 
rural district throuffhoui the kingdom." 

Aiiffust 20. — ^The publication is announced of the 
Guide to the Highlands by Messrs Qeorge and 
Peter Anderson. 'It is a complete work," 
says the editor in a preliminary notice, "full of 
information on all points interesting to the 
tourist, and, independently of its jKMsessing 
the usefulness of an itinerary and guide book, 
it may be considered as affording an introduc- 
tion to the temple of science, by its copious 
appendices on the ^oloey, botany, natural 
history, and antiquities of the Highlands." A 
fuller notice appears in the following issue. 

Ibid. — ^The number of yisitors at Strathpeffer is 
so great that ''half-a-guinea and eyen a guinea 
per week haye been giyen for a bed in small 
dark rooms with earthem floors." 

August 27. — ^It is recorded that the Dnobess 
Countess of Sutherland, then in her 70th year, 
had just completed a tour of her great Hiffh- 
land property. "It is worthy of remark tnat 
her Grace traydled oyer the whole of this tour 
in her carriage, whereas a few years since the 
county was only accessible by boat, on foot, 
or on ponies, attended hj guides to point out 
the way and render assistance through bogs 
and morasses." 

September 3. — ^Lord Brougham passed thiouffh 
tnyemess on this date on his way to yisit toe 
Duke and Duchess of Sutherland at Dunrobin. 
The two previous diays he spent at Inyereshie, 
the shooting quarters of the Right Hon. 
Edward EUice, and at the Doune of Rothie- 
murchus, the rammer residence of the Duchess 
of Bedford. The Lord Chancellor's Northern 
tour excited intense interest. His carriage 
arrived at Millbum, Inverness, at half-past 
four o'clock "this day," Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 3. He was met by the Provost and Magi- 
strates, the Trades Incorporations, with ban- 
ners displayed, and a large number of the in- 
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ha b iUnts. The proceBsion accompaiiied him 
to the Caledonian Hotel, and shortly after- 
wards hie lordship entered the Northern Keet- 
ing Rooms, to receive an address and the free- 
dom of the biirffh. The preeeDtatioi\ was made 
bj ProTost John Mackenzie, and Lord 
Brougham replied in what is described as "a 
short bnt eloquent and emphatic address.** 
He began br saying that the distinction which 
the bnrgh nad conferred upon him was doe 
in the first place to the fact that he had the 
hononr of serving a monarch who lived in the 
hearts of his subjects. *'He had enjoyed the 
honour of serving that Prince for nearly four 
years, and duriuff that time he had experi- 
enced from his ICajesty only one series of 
gracious condescension, confidence, and favour. 
To find that he lived in the hearts of his lojal 
subjects in the ancient and important capital 
of the Highlands, as it had afforded him 
(Lord Brougham) only pure and unmixed satis- 
faction, would, he was confident, be so re- 
ceived by his Majesty, when he told him, as 
he would do by that night's post, of the grati- 
fying circumstance." His lordship went on to 
say that if he had any personal claim to the 
h<mour which the burgh had conferred upon 
him, it arose from the part he had taken in 
such public questions as neno emancipation, 
reform in Parliament and tne munidDalities, 
and in the eckication of the people. "To those 
questions," be continued, *1 have been a 
sealous friend, and I will continue the same as 
long as life is preserved to me. In doing so I 
meet with nothing but support, kindness, and 
assistance from the worthy and powerful parC 
of the communitv; from others I meet with 
nothing but revilings, misrepresentation, and 
calumny. I cannot say that these have any 
effect upon me, for in truth I regard them with 
perfect indifference. The |>eople now think 
ror themselves, and will not take opinions 
from others, be they priests, peers, or printers 
— at the same time reverencing; their priests, 
honouring their peers, and taking every op- 
portunity—and God knows they cannot go to 
a better source-— of deriving information from 
the liberty of the press, and the fullest and 
most unrestrained discussion.*' The speaker 
then went on to state what work had been 
aooomplished during the past session. Inci- 
dentally he said that his own opinion was that 
the Qovemment had "done too much rather 
than too little." He was criticised for this 
savins, and subsequent speeches had & more 
radicu complexion. 
September 10.— On the 4th Inst Lord Brougham 
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wu hououred in the same way at DinffwalL 
He started early from Inverness in oroer to 
reach Dunrobin in the eTening, and the oere- 
mony at Dingwall took place slufftly after ten 
o'clock a.m. His stay at Dnnrobin extended 
only from Thursday to Monday. On the fore- 
noon of the latter day he received depnta- 
ti<Hie from Wick, Dcnmoch, Tain, and Cromarty, 
who presented him with the freedom of their 
respective burghs. On his way eouth he 
stayed a nlgbt at Beanfort Osstle. Continu- 
ing his journey, he was honoured with civic 
presentations at Nairn, Forres, Elgin, and 
Aberdeen. The editor of the "Cburier/* in a 
pen-and-ink sketch, commends Li^ Brougham's 
speech at Inverness and the manner of its de- 
livery. He says, however, that '*th6 Chancel- 
lor's professi<m of independence, and of duure- 
gard for the opinions of both Tory and 
Radical, struck us as being overchar^d and 
oat of place. ** 

Ibid. — 'The Lord Chancellor, while in Inverness 
last week, suppHed himself hirgely with the 
Hijfhland tartan, bavinx purchased a great 
variety of the different clan patterns, in velvet 
and worsted, for waistcoats, trousers, and 
ladies' dresses. The draper (Mr Macdougall) 
who furnished the goods was deli^^hted to find 
that his lordship knew the various patterns 
of the clans, vai the tailor was no less proud 
at having spanned the waist of the Lord 
Chatocellor." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a short memoir 
of Thomas TeHord, the engineer of the Cale- 
donian Canal and other great works, who had 
passed away at ihe age kA seventy-seven. He 
was a native of Langoolm, in Dumfries-shire, 
and rose fnHU bein^ a stone mason to the tcMiof 
his profession as a civil engineer. The "Courier" 
mentlMis that in his vouth he was only 
distinguished for his proficiency in cutting the 
letters <» tombstones. *'He was sedulous, 
however, in availing himself of every impor- 
tunity of improving his mind, and the hfe of 
a stone-mason is so far favourable to this, that 
it affords many vacant hours, especially in 
winter. Bh^ tne light of his evening fire, 
Thomas TelK»d mastered many a volume, and 
he also became distinguished over the country- 
side for his powers as a rhymester." Though 
he gave up versifying, he did not lose interest 
in poetry. He was one of a band of friends 
who ez^ed themselves to publish the first 
collected edition of Bums's works, to which Dr 
Cnrrie contributed his Memoir, and which 
realised a sum of nearly £2000 fw the poet's 
widow and family. Telford was also a good 
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friend to ThomM Campbell and Robert 
Sonthey. Tlie firat employment which he ob- 
tained in London waa an en.|^gemeni aa a 
iourneyman maaon at the bnildmff of Somenet 
Honae. "When walking along the Strand, he 
need oocaaionally to point oat to hia frienda 
the particular portiona of thia neat national 
atmctore he had aaaiated to build. The archi- 
tect, Sir William Chambers, aoon diacoyered 
Telford'a merit, and promoted him to the over- 
aeerahip of different parte of the work. Hia 
riu waa rapid when ne waa once Hfted abore 
the level of the mallet and the trowel." 

September 17. — ^Thia iune containa the text of 
the addreiaea which were presented to Lord 
Brougham by the Northern Burghs, and 
account a of bis receptions at Nairn ami Forrea. 

Ibid. — The moyement of yiaitora to snod from 
ahooting quarters is noticed. ''Captain Orme," 
says one paragraph, '*haa juat returned from 
his shooting quarters at Poolewe, on the estate 
of Sir Francis A. Mackenzie of Gairloch, where 
he haa had excellent sport, having also killed 
upwards of 100 salmon and nearly double 
that number of sea trout, on Sir Francia'a 
famous river, the Ewe.* 

September 24.— There ia a report of a great 
dinner giveo to Earl Grey at Edinburgh. The 
Earl of Roeebei^ waa in the chair, and gave 
the toaat of the evening. "The reply of Lord 
Grey waa admirable for ito good taato and 
good feeling. The venerable stateaman haa 
made hia acknowledgemento, and taken hia 
leave with all the glory of the eucceaaful 
patriot and the accomplianed orator." 

Ibid.— ^* Died, at Sciberscross, Sutherlandshire, 
on 6th September, Kr Jamea Hall, tackaman 
of that place, in the 64th year of his age. Mr 
Hall waa a native of the Border, and waa <Mie 
of the first who introduced the improved 

rm of i^eep-farming into the HighUnda. 
general intelligence, integrity, and kind- 
neaa of disposition made him nrach esteemed 
and respected by his friends and aoquaint- 
ancea." 
October 1.— The Northern Meetmg held the pre- 
vious week waa well attended. ''Every suc- 
ceeding year seema to add to the number of 
vieitors from the South, anxious to explore 
the Highlands, and a few of these remained 
to be present at our festival." The Meeting 
extended over three days, from Wednesday 
to Friday, a dinner and ball being held each 
evening. The largest attendance waa on the 
Friday evening, when Cluny Macpherson waa 
in the chair, and about 160 ladies and gentle- 
men were preaeoL 
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Ibid.— A public meetins was held at Inverness 
to oo-operate with the General Aasemblj in 
an effort for the extension of Ghnrch accom- 
modation. Tibo Rey. ICr dark said it was 
intended, as soon as a reasonable sum could 
be obtained, to begio the building of a church 
for 1800 sitters. 

October 8. — ^It is mentioned that the Duke of 
Bedford, accompanied by his son, Lord Alex- 
ander Russell, and Mr Edwin Landseer, the 
distinffuished artist, had arriTed at Inyemess 
from Dunrobin. On their way they yisited 
the falls of Kilmorack and the scenery io the 
neighbourhood. 

Octo&r 15.— Great improyements had beeo 
made in the condition of Eljrin Cathedral, 
throueh the liberality of the^Board of Woods 
and Forests, directed by the taste of Mr Reid, 
the King's architect for Scotiand. The keeper 
of the iMiilding, John Shanks, who had spent 
much time in cleartog rubbish from the build- 
ing, was greatly deughted with the renoya- 
tion. He had oow but two causes of regret ; 
one wa0 that Sir Walter Scott had neyer 
yisited the Oathedral, the other tluTt Lord 
Brougham had passed through the town with- 
out going to see it. If Scott had come John 
was conmlent that the fame of the building, 
and perhaps his own name wiib it, wouul 
haye ffone down to posterity ''foaming like a 
n>eat In some of the 'noyelts.' ** As for Lord 
Broueham, "John had the chapter house 
sorted up in fine order for the expected yisit, 
and intended to ask his lordship to sit down 
in the grand hi^h stone seat, where tAie 
Bishop 4ued to sit with all his Deans and 
clerks around him." Alas for the yanity of 
human wishes. 

Ibid.^A weekly paper published in Elgin, en- 
titled the *%lgin Courier,*' terminated ita 
existence after a life of seyen years. The 
copyright was sold for £5, and the plant for 
£tSO, The late Hr James Grant, of the 
"Momins Adyertiser," besan his career on the 
"Elgin Oburier," but had left it some time 
before its demise. In his History of the 
Newspaper Press he mentions that the gentle- 
man who bought the copyriffht of the oki 
journal started a oew one under the name of 
the "Elgin Courant/* which still flourishes. 
Ibid. — Cholera had reappeared thii year in In- 
yemess. One of its yictims was a young 
medical practitioner, William Kennedy, son 
of the Rey. Mr Kennedy, minister of the 
Independent Chapel in Inyemess. He had 
receiyed a shock to his system br dressing the 
body of a gentleman who died of the disease. 
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October 28L— An aoooont ii giT«a of the de- 
fltmctkm of the Hoosee of Pariiament by fire 
on the 16tb inet. 

November 6.— Grea* ftttention it riyen to a 
speeob by the Earl of Durham, wno waa en- 
tertained to a public dinner at Glaaffoir. We 
are tc^d that few public dinoere nave been 
looked forward to with more curiosity or 
interest** Lord Durham waa in favour of 
houaehold auiliaffe, ahorter Pariiamenta, and 
▼ote bjr ballot. There waa open war between 
himaeu and Brongham. 

Ibid.— A great flood had taken place in the river 
Neaa, wlHch carried off a ruatic bridge con- 
necting the two ialanda. 

NoTemb«r 19.— Thia iaaue pnbliahea the newt of 
the diamiaaal of the Whig QoTemment by the 
King, who had **fairly turned them out of 
office," and aent for the Duke of Welliogton. 
The Whig Miniatera had become unpopular, 
but the aummary action of the King created 
intenae aatoniahment. 

Ibid. — ^There ia a report of a dinner giyen on 
the 13th inat. at &inguaaie to the Duke of 
Qordon. "Part of the poaaeeriooa of the 
Duke having paaaed into other handa, the 
gentlemen of iUdenoch reaolyed to teatify 
their respect and attachment to hia Ghrace, 
under whoae family the country had for cen- 
turies cdoioyed protection, favour, and aup- 
port." Tne entertainment was given in the 
Aaaembly Hall, — Cluny Macpheraon in the 
chair. The ticketa were confined to the 
''gentlemen of Badenoch/' and about aeventy 
were preaent. A cavalcade of horaemen, aixty 
Id number, met the Duke about eight milea 
from Kinguaaie, and another large body on 
foot, with pipes playing and flags waving, 
marched out to a point half-way between 
Kingussie and Belleville. The Duke drove up 
in a carriage and four. "Three of the best 
looking Highlanders came out of the ranks, 
and, producing a bottle and ^Me> requested 
bis Orace to accept a dram. The request was 
made in Gaelic, but Quny acted as inter- 
preter. The Duke drank the healths of aH 
present, the pipes played up Tailte Phrionnsa,* 
the banners were lowered, and as if by one 
impulse the men doffed their bonnets, the 
laoies waved their handkerchiefs, and the 
whole people gave a long and loud cheer, 
which must have startled the slumbering 
echoes of the hills of Badenoch. This en- 
thusiasm was truly electrical ; the Duke shed 
tears, and the people were equaHy touched." 
The horses were then unyoked, and the car- 
riage drawn to Kingussie. It is metitioned 
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that the flag of the KacphenoiM wta an 
object of attraction; it vtbm pierced with 
Beveral nnuket balle, received cniefly at the 
battle of Falkirk in the '45. A body of 
seventy fine looking Highlanders, arrayed in 
the kilt, surroonded this relic. The speechea 
at the dinner are reported to the length of 
three columns. Dr Chrmthert afterwards de- 
scribed the flcene in his Highland Notebook, 
from which a passage is quoted in the Intro- 
duction to the first volume of "The Northern 
Highlands." 

Ibid.— The Nairnshire Missionary Society met 
at Nairn, and voted to various objects sub- 
scriptions to the amount of £30. 

Ibid. — ^Mnch regret was expressed that Mr John 
Mackenzie, banker, found it necessary to re- 
sign the office of Provost of Invemeas on 
account of ill-health. He was the first Pro- 
vost elected under the Reform Act, and en- 
joyed the full support of the Council and 
community. 

November 26. — "The Government is in a wrt of 
abeyance, or is wholly in the hands of tie 
Duke of Welliogton.*' A messenger had been 
despatched for Sir Robert Peel, who was in 
Rome, and the Duke held the chief place and 
several other offices untU Peel's arrivaL 

Ibid.— We are informed in this number that the 
streets of Inverness were admirably paved, 
and might challen^ comparison with any 
other burgh in the £[ingdom. Hie town had 
also boasted for years of being one of the 
best lighted in the country, but recently the 
Gas Company had been losm^ seriously by the 
street lamps, and the servioe had been re- 
duced. The Council wss restricted to a sum 
of £200 as the maximum assessment, and 
they could not give more without adopting the 
Police Act. 

December 3. — A dissolution of Parliament is 
anticipated, but as yet there is no certain]^. 
Prospective candidates, however, are issuing 
their addresses. Mr Charles Grant is aoain 
to stand for the county of Inverness, and is 
to be opposed by Mscleod of Madeod. 

Ibid. — '^e learn that a branch of the Com- 
mercial Bank is to be established in a few 
weeks at Cromarty. The Bank has nominated 
Robert Roas, Esq., agent, and Mr Hush 
Miller, accountant. Thelatter appointment will 
give much pleasure to all the numerous friends 
of the Journeyman Mason.' We see no 
fear of Mr Miller fsJling into the error depre- 
cated by Pope— To pen a stanca when he 
should engross* — and as the blasts of winter 
have now come into play, the snug counting 
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honae and the pen will be no nnaoceptable 
exchange for Che liillaide and the mallet 

December lO.—The landa of Glendale, in the 
Iile of Skye, were lately expoeed to aale at 
£7613, being 26 jeart' pnrchaae, and were aold 
at £8620, about 30 yean' purchase. 

December 17. — ^The uiTemeea Town Gouncil 
met, and after recording their appredataon of 
the terricee of the retiring Pro^oat, elected 
aa his racceeior the senior Bailie, Mr John 
Fraaer. Thia gentleoian waa the father of 
the late ReT. Dr Donald Fraaer, of Invemeaa 
and llarylebone. In accepting office, the 
new ProToat aald '*he had the miafortone to 
be elected at a period of great political excite- 
ment, and he roared he mnat come far ahort 
of the expectation of acme of hia frienda in 
thia reapect ; for he mnat acknowledge it waa 
hia own aenae of propria^ that he would beat 
conault the honour and efficiency of hia atation 
by abataimng from taking taxy prominent or 
active part in the preaent political conteat." 

December 24.— Hue laaue containa a liat of the 
new Miniatera, heeded by Sir Robert Peel aa 
Firat Lord of the IVeaanry and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. It alao containa Peel'a addreaa 
to the electora of Tamworth, which formed 
hia manifeato. A diaaolntion of Parliament 
waa known to be imminent, and candidatea 
were buay. Mr Edward EUioe, junior (after- 
warda member for the St Andrewa Bnrgha), 
had reaolyed to conteat the Inyemeaa Burgha 
with Major Gumming Bruce of DnnphaiL 
In Roaa-ahire tbe candidatea were Mr Stewart 
Mkckenxie of Seaforth and Ifr Thomaa Mac^ 
kemde of Applecroaa. The aeata of Mr Mac- 
leod, yr. of OadboU, for Sutherland, of Mr 
Jamea Loch for the Northern Burgha, and of 
'Ux Qeoree Sinclair for Osiithneaa, were be- 
Heved to be aecure. 

Ibid.— The pronerty of Torbreck, near Inver- 
neaa, waa aold to the trueteea of the late 
Colonel BaiUie of Leya for £23,000, or about 
thirty-three yeara* purchaae of the free rental. 
The eatate of Aberlour waa purchaaed at a 
publio roup by Mr Grant, late of Jamaica, for 
£15,000. 

December 31.— The Editor of the '*Gourier^ in 
thia iaaue givea the firat notice of "a ourioua 
old Manuacript hiatory," now known aa the 
Wardlaw Manuacript. He pnbUahed extncta 
from it in the paper, and afterwards included 
them in hia Highland Notebook. This inter- 
esting Manuscript haa now been published by 
the l£»ttiah Hiatory Society, under the editor- 
ahip of Mr William Mackay, aolidtc^, Inver- 
neaa. The volume waa shown in 1903 at 
the Highland and Jacobite Exhibition. 
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No. XI. 

The year 1835 wm a stormy time in 
polities. The dismissal oi the whig Mini- 
stry by the King in the Autumn of 1834 was 
resented in the country, and the new Ptoiiar 
ment, elected in the beoanning of 1835, still 

eve a majority to the Wbi^B, thoni^ not so 
ge as before. Sir Robert Peel, as Prime 
Minister and OonserFatiye leader, fought a 
I(Hig and gallant fight in the House d Com- 
mons. He was defeated once and agsin be- 
fore he resigned office on the 8th of April, 
and it was uniyersally acknowledged that he 
went oat with a higher reputation than when 
he entered. During the stniggle, Lord Jc^n 
Russell proved an aotiTe and capable leader 
of Opposition, and so greatly rose in public 
estimation. 

Lord Melbourne again became head of the 
Whig Goremment as Prime Minister; Lord 
John Russell became Home Secretary and 
leader of the Ckmimons; Lord Palmerston be- 
came Foreign Minister; and Charles Grant, 
raised to the peerage as Lord Glenelg, became 
Secretary for the Colonies. There was one 
notable change: Lord Brougham was not 
asked to join the new Government, and the 
Great Seal was placed for a time in Commis- 
sion. Brougham ima^ned that the omission 
would be temporary, out his old colleagues 
did not care to hare him, and he was never 
asked to take office ajgain. The session was 
notable for discussions on Lish Church 
affairs and for much oratory from Daniel 
0*Connell. It was made a reproach to the 
Whiff Government that he nve it his support. 
The bill for the reform ci the English Munici- 
pal Corporations was violwitly opposed in the 
Lords, and nearly led to a quarrel between 
the Houses. It was passed at last as the re- 
sult of a compromise. 

Events in Parliament are reflected in our 
local annals. On the dissolution d Parlia- 
ment Charles Grant had a stubborn fight for 
the representation of the Coimty of Inver- 
ness, and only held the seat 1^ seven votes 
against Macleod of Macleod. Boon after the 
contest Macleod died. When the new Whig 
Ministry was formed it was not considered 
desirable that Grant should again contest the 
seat. Accordin^y he became Lord! Glenelg. 
For the vacancy in Inverness-shire, there was 
a contest i>etween The Chisholm, in the Oon- 
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■erratLTd intereat, and Mr J. M. Grant of 
Glenmorision, in the Liberal. ChiBhalm 
prored saooeMfnl by a robstantial majority. 

From the **Invernest Couner." 
1836i 

Janvaij 7.— The proclamatl<m for diMolTing 
ParUamcnt waa tigned on the 29tb December, 
and the write for iAe new rarliament were 
made returnable on 10th Febmaty. For the 
next fortnight there wae onoraal citation and 
excitement, in which the Highland ooDati- 
tnenciea participated. 

January 14. — ^There ia a long report oi the 
nomination of candidatea for the luTemeaa 
Diatrict of Burgha. The huatinga were aet up 
on the Exchange. Mr Mackintoah of Qeddea 

Eropoaed the re-election of Major Onmminff- 
inioe of Dunphai), whidi waa aecooded l^ Mr 
Oilaean ol Bunachton. Obtain Mkckay of 
Hedgefield propoaed Mr Edward Ellice, junior, 
the motion being aeconded by Provoat Fraaer. 
Both candidatea having apoken, a ahow of 
handa waa taken, when Sneriif Edwaida de- 
clared that there waa a maj<Hrity for Mr Ellice. 
A poU waa demanded on behalf of Major 
Cnmming-Bnice. 

Ibid.— The aeaaon had been exceptionally nuld 
nntil the doae of the firat week in January, 
when there waa a fall of anow, accompanied 
by aharp, criap froit. The weather waa not 
unacceptable to the farmer, and, indeed, the 
editor thought that no daaa had reaaoo to 
con^plain, except thoae who figured at the 
huatinga. "It la no eaay taak at any time for 
provincial oratora and patriota to keep a 
crowd of people faat chained in ailenoe, and it 
must be peculiarly difficult at a time when the 
head, feet, and handa throb with cold, and 
eyery ray of eloquence ii in danffer of beinff 
intercepted and abacn-bed by a fail of anow." 
On the day of the Inyemeaa nominationa, how- 
ever, the froat had diaappeared, and the 
weather waa comparatively mild. 

Ibid.— "We underatand that after the uaual 
examination Mr Oharlea Stewart, of thia 
town, waa on Thuraday laat admitted a aolici- 
tor before the Sheriff and other Gourta in this 
county, and that he intenda to practiie in 
Invemeaa." 

January 21.— On the 17th inet candidatea were 
nominated for the county of Invemeaa. The 
re-election of the Richt Hon. Oharlea Grant 
waa propoaed by ifir Macpheraon-Grant of 
BaMitrfaUodb, and seconded oy Mr Fraaer of 
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Lovat. The Becond candidate, Hadeod of 
Hadeod, wat prevented bv aerere indi^si- 
tion from attending, bnt a body of hia fnenda 
marched to the hnatinga. Madeod was 
nominated by Ghiaholm of Ohiabohn, and 



lecoDded by GlnnT ICacphenoo. On preriona 
oocaaiona The Ohiahofan had fopported llbr 
Ghrant, atnd the latter ezoreaaed regret at hia 
change of aentimeata. Tliia Mr Grant aeema 
to haye felt more keenly, aa he had been one 
of Chiaholm'a gnardiana. Mr Qrant delivered 
a long and eloquent speech, in coarse <^ which 
he emphaaiaed the idea that "the trae con- 
servatiye principle is wise and seasonable im- 
provement." (SeeNortheni Highlands, voknne 
I, pase 273.) 

Ibid. — ^Tbe conteat in the Invemeaa Borghe re- 
suited in the return of Major Oumming-Braoe 
by the narraw majority of four votes. The 
numbers were— Cumming-Bruce, 344; Ellice, 
340. Forrea was the stronghold of Major 
Cnmming-Bruce. In all the other burghs he 
waa in a minority, though in Invemeaa only 
a minority of one. The conteat waa foiught 
with extraordinary keenness, and charges of 
bribery and intimidation were freely ex- 
changed between the supporters of the two can- 
didates. 

Ibid. — ^In the Elgin Burghs there waa a contest 
between Colonel Leitn Hay, liberal, and 
Brodie of Brodie, Gonservatave. Ckdonel Leith 
Hay waa returned by a majority of 120. Mr 
Macleod, yr. of GaoboU, waa returned unop- 
posed for the county of Sutherland ; Mr Jamea 
Loch for the Kortbero Burghs ; and the Hon. 
Oolonel Grant of Grant for the united eoun- 
ties of Elgin and Nairn. For the county of 
Ross two candidates were nominated, Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie of Seaforth, liberal, and 
Mr Mackenzie of Applecroaa, Conservative. 

January 28.— The contest in the county of In- 
verness terminated in favomr of Mr Oharlea 
Grant, but only by a majority of seven. The 
figures weie-Orant, 260; Madeod, 263. The 
polling extended over two daya, and there was 
a snow-storm at the time. The .contest in 
Ross-shire resulted in the return of Seaforth 
by a majoritjr of 40 (234 votea against 194). 

February 4. — ^Thia iasue contains &e reports of 
two pc^itical dinners in Inverness. One was 
^iven on 26th January in the Northern Meet- 
ing Rooma to the Right Hon. Charles Grant. 
Mr J. M. Ghrant of Gknmoriston was in the 
chair. Tlie second was given in the same 
place on 30th January to Major Ounming- 
bruce. Mr Robertson of Aultuwddnch waa in 
the chaur. The following week Mkjor 
Cumming-Bruce waa entertained at Forrea. 

21 
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Ffcbruary 11.— "The HiffUand Society h»TO 
awarded their gold mediu to George Dempster, 
£eq. of Skibo, for a report founded on experi- 
meots of plantations made by him within the 
last fiye years on his estates in Sntheriand. 
The extent of these within this time is sbove 
1100 acres, and the number of trees planted 
about three millions. These plantations are 
numerous and of yer^ tmequal sise, but the 
most important one is a tract of above 800 
acres, and oompreheoding the greater part 
of that rocky ridge between Bonar-Bridge and 
the River Snin. which must be familiar to all 
acquainted witn that country." 

February 25. — Parliament met, and parties had 
their first trial of strength on the questiim of 
the election of the Sp^iker. The liberals, 
who were in Opposition, succeeded an electing 
Kr Abercromby, by 316 votes against the 
Ministerial candidate, Sir Charles liannen 
Sutton, who received 306 votes. 

March 4.— The Editor of the "Quarterly Journal 
of Agriculture" was at this time strouj^ly 
urging the introduction of ''public mechamcu 
carriages/* to be driven by steam on the high- 
ways, which he wished to have altered for the 
purpose. His idea was premature. The day 
of tne motor car was a long wav off. 

Ibid. — Ministers were beaten on Uie Address by 
a majority of seven, but Sir Robert Peel stiU 
declined to resign. 

March 18. — ^Tbere was a combined meeting of 
the members of the .Northern Institution and 
the Directors of the Royal Academy. The 
Museum had by this time been transfened to 
the Academy directors. Among the contri- 
butions maoe at this meeting was "a beauti- 
ful and extensive collection of rocks, minerals, 
and fossils from the oeighbourhooil of Oro- 
marty," presented by Mr Hugh Miller. Tlis 
General Secretary, Mr Andmon, explained 
the geological structure of the Moray Firth* 
with special reference to the lias deposits. 
Along with the recognised specimens was a 
collection of fossil fishes, wnich Mr MUler 
had recently disoovered in one of the upper 
beds of the Old Red Saodstone, dose to the 
town of Gbomarty. The Seoretajy read an 
extract from luller's Traditions of Oro- 
msrty, then in the press, descriptive of the 
geolofi^ of the district. 

March %.— Dr Gray, who bequeathed £20,000 
to bulk) and endow a hospital at Elgin, left 
another considerable sum to his wife. This 
lady, who had died recently, bequeathed £4000 
for the purpose of building a new ehnrch in 
Elgin. 
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A|iril 1.— ICacleod of Madeod, wbo contested 
the ooontv of Inycaniess with the Right Hon. 
Ohaiiee Grant, died at Altyre House, near 
Fbrrea, on the 25th ult., in his 47th year. 
'*The honourable gentleman had been for some 
months indisposed; and though unable to 
appear on the hustings as a candidate at the 
last election, he exerted himself yeiy much in 
the caoyass, durins the most stormy- and in- 
clement weather. This laid the seeds of an 
iUness under whiob, after yarioua partial ra- 
coyeries and relapses, he has prematurely 
sunk.'' Hacleod had promoted a petition to 
set aside the return of Mr Grant, but it was 
understood that it would now be dropped. 
For a time Macleod sat in the House of (Jom- 
mons as representatiye for the burgh of Sud- 
bury, in Suffolk. "SQs strong dedre, how- 
eyer, was to represent his natiye cowity in 
Parliament, and to this obiect be had directed 
all his energies for upwards of ten years, de- 
yoting to it no small share of his life and for- 
tune. In 1818 he concurred with the late 
Glengarry in the election of Kr G. Grant 
(whom he afterwards so often and so streoa- 
ously opposed), when the right hon. gentle- 
man was first returned member for this 
county; but eyen at this tune lladeod con- 
fessed that it was 'an object of his early am- 
bition to enjoy the station, as representatiye 
for Inyemess-snire, which so many of his im- 
mediate ancestors had filled for a lengtb of 
time.' Mr Grant on all occasions expressed 
his high regard for his opponent, and admitted 
that his personal yirtues, his name and long 
line of ancestry, rendered the representation 
of his natiye county to him a fair object oi 
honourable ambition." The remains of the 
chief were conyeyed to Dunyegan, in Skye. 

April 16. — ^The resignation of Sir Robert Peel's 
Goyemment is announced. It is acknowledged 
that the spirit and ability with which Sir 
Robert had carried on the fight had "extorted 
the praises of his most bitter opponents." 

Ibid. — Hie number contains the fint account of 
a murder which created great excitement in 
the district. The bod^ of a middle-aged 
woman was found in a mined hut in a planta- 
tion on the heights of Kilcoy, in the Black 
Isle. It had been coyered vrp with turf and 
stones, but a party of women and children 
sent to work in the plantation obseryed a 
gloye, part of a yeil, and the point of a shoe 
protruding. The story, as ultmiately put to- 
gether, was a singular one. The dead body 
was that of Jane Brechin, a woman from Mon- 
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troM, About ftftj yauB <rf age, and her 
BHirdarar wm a mao John Adun or Adama, 
originally from the aame diatact, and thirty- 
one yean of a^, who waa liting at the time 
of the mnider in Dingwal!, nnder the name of 
John Anderaon. Adam and Jane Brechin had 
been fellow aerranta at Montroae abont nine 
Teara before, and had been ajpoken of aa aweet- 
hearta, in epite of the disparity of their yean. 
Adam howerer, disappeared and enlisted, and 
while hia regiment was stationed in Derby- 
ahire he won the affectiona of a girl named 
Elliot, whom he persuaded to elope with him 
nnder promise of mairiage. He did not ful- 
fil his promise, but they tn^riled northward 
till they reached Dinffwall, where they lived 
together aa Mr and Mn Anderson, the man 
wming aa a labourer. TtMj took np their 
abode there abont a 3rear before the mnrder. 
Keantime Jane Brechin had started a small 
shop in Montroae, and had some money in 
bans. There she was found about Martinmas 
1834 by Adam, who had paid a visit to the 
place. He stated to Uie woman that he was 
a eawrer at InTemeas, and that if she married 
him he would take a ahop for her there. 
Asainst the advice of her friends, who thought 
Adam too young and ''no like her ava',*' the 
poor woman conaeoted to the union, and Adam 
returned to Montrose in March 1856 and mar^ 
ried. She had aold off her atock and drewn 
from the bank £113. The oounle came to 
Invemees, where Adam took lodgings in 
Chapel Street ; but he must have chansed hia 
story by this time, aa he told his wife he had 
to go to Beauly. He revisited her several 
times, and having told her and the persons 
with whom she stayed that he had taken a 
houae between Tanadale and Redcaatle, they 
left Inverness one fmsoxaz and took the boat 
acroBs Kessock Ferry. Tne woman waa never 
again aeen alive. Adam did not care to take 
her to I>ingwall, where he was living aa a mar- 
ried man. When he waa apprehended a sum 
of £75 waa found under hia pillow. Adam ia 
described aa an eoDoeedinglj handsome man, 
aiz feet one high. He demed hia guilt, and 
maintained a cheerful and buoyant demeanour. 
The cod and unomioemed attitude of the man 
was one of the ex tr aor d inary featnrea of the 



Ibid.— 'The news of the reaimttion of the Peel 
Miniatry having reached Elgin on Saturday 
afternoon, the church and iail bella rang a 



merrr peal, by the order of the Mi 

and To^ Ooondl: the greatest enthuaiaam 

and joy prevailed among the inhabitants at 
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tihe pcoepec t of a liberal Minktiy being re- 
itored to pjofrer." 

April 28.— The fonnation of the new €k>Tem- 
ment is annoiinoed. Lord Melboome became 
Prime Minister, Lwd John Rusell, Home 
Secretary; Lord Palmereton, Foreign Secre- 
tary; and Ifir Charles Grant, Secretary for 
the Oolonies. There was no mention of Lord 
Brougham, and it was soon discoTered that 
he was not to be a member of the Government. 
Preparations were in progreis in the oonnty of 
Inyemess on the nndenSanding that Charles 
Grant was to be raised to the peerage. 

April 29. — ^The news having anired in Lochaber 
that Lady Yere Cameron "had given birth to 
an heir to the family of Lochiei, great rejoic- 
ings took place. The tacksmen and clergy on 
the estates, "from Ballachnlish Ferry to the 
marches of Knoydart/* met and dined together 
on the 16th mat., at the Neptano Inn, 
Banavie, to celebrate the occasion. The 23rd 
was selected for the lighting of bonfires, which 
blazed on many a prominent peak. There 
could not be fewer than ^AaX) pers<»s present 
at the bonfires, all of whom were plentifully, 
though not inmroperly, supplied with moun- 
tain dew, by the munificeoce of Lochiel, to 
drink health and nrosperity to the young chief 
of the GamercHM.^ 

Ibid.— The contest for the representation of the 
county of Inverness had now begun. Mr J. 
M. Murray Ghrant of Glenmoriston was the 
Liberal candidate, and Ohisholm of Chiahohn 
the Conservative. 

May 6.— Colonel Leith Hay was re-elected mem- 
ber for the Elgin District of Burghs. He 
had been appointed Clerk of the (mnance. 

Ibid.— ''We understand that Lord Sonrf^hampton 
has taken the shootings, hunting, and fishings 
of Lochbroom, on the property ai Duncan 
Davidson, Esq. of TuUocSk Tnis is a 



extensive range, embracing a considerable por- 
tion of hilly countiy, and supplies abundance 
of red deer, grouse, and black nme. The 
River Broom is also an ezoelfent anting 
stream.** 

May 13.— The Right Hon. Charles Grant was 
ffazetted to the peerage noder the title of 
fiaron (Henelg of Glenelg, in the oouoty of 
Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^The nomination of candidates for the 
county is reported in fnlL Mr Macpherson- 
Grant of Baftindalloch proposed Mr Grant of 
Glenmoristoo, ^e motion oeing seconded by 
Rev. Mr Beith. Mr Mbtckintoah of Gaddes 
nominated the Chisholm, and Mr Walker of 
Crawfordtown seconded* The polling began 
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on the 11th, and afl the rfttoxns had not been 
reoeiTed when the paper went to preM. It 
was known, however, that The Chisholm had 
been retomed. The next iirae gave the 
fiffutt ae followi:^For Chiahofan, 268; for 
Glenmoriaton, 240; majority for the Oonaer- 
Tatire candidate, 28. If ICadeod had UTed, 
there waa an impreaeion that he would hare 
been elected without a conteet. Thia, howeTor, 
■eenia hardly credible, when one praoeiTea the 
heat which the contest between (Jhiahohn and 
Qknmoriaton erolved. There waa no diaorder, 
but much angry recrimination. 

Ibid.— There waa a kmg diacnaiion in the l^nod 
of Moray on the qneation of the fondi of the 
EsUbliahed Chnxch of IreUuid. Rer. Mr 
dark, InTemesi, moved a aeriea of reaolntiona 
denonndng the propoeal to apply any portion 
of theae funds to any other tnan religioua and 
Proteitant purpoeea. Mr Matheaon, of Kil- 
muir, aeconded. Rev. Mr Fraaer^of KirkhOl, 
considered that the motion woold be inter- 
preted as political, and that it waa inexpedi- 
ent for the Synod to range itself on the aide 
of a political party. He moved that the re- 
solutions be not adopted, and was seconded 
by Mr Brodie of Letben. On a division thirtv 
members of the Svnod voted for M^ CSarn 
motion, and only tnree for Mr Fraaei^a. 

Ibid. — ^It is incidentally mentioned, in an article 
on Lord Brougham, that 'lie wrote seventeen 
long letters with his own hand within four 
hours after his memorable npeech in Inverness, 
all which were duly forwarded by that ni^t's 
post."' ^ a- 

May 20.— "The Town GouncU of Nairn held 
lately a special meeting for the purpose of 
congratulating John Cunningjiame, Eeq., 
advocate, late Sheriff of Nairnshire, on his 
promotion to the high office of Solicitor- 
Geoersl; on which oocasicm he waa admitted 
a freeman burgess and guild brother of tha 
ancient burg^h. In the rMord of Mr Oumin^ - 
hame's admission, the Oouncil express their 
high sense of hia honourable and independent 
conduct as a judge, during his connection 
with the burgh and counihr, and their respect 
for his private character. 

May 20.— 'The Inverness Packet left Burghead 
on Tfanrsday, 23rd April, for London, where 
she arrived on the 27th of that month— die- 
charged her cargo there, and having unloaded, 
aajled on the 7tn curt, and arrival at Burg- 
head on the morning of the 12th— having 
been, on her passsge, up and down, only nine 
davs, exclusive of the time die waa detained 
in London. The vessel had full cargoes on 
both trips." 
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Hay 27.— This iBrae oontains a revi^ir of Hngh 
Miller's first important prose work, '*Sceiies 
and Legends of the North of Scotland." The 
reyiewer expresses the opinion that the book 
"places the author among the best popniar 
writers of the day." 

Jnne 3. — In the General Assembly Dr Chalmers 
reported on the liberal support giTen to his 
scheme of Gbnrch Extension. A majority of 
Presbyteries transmitted oTertores appioving 
of the Veto Act. Generally there was at this 
time great actiTity in connection with CShnrch 
affairs. The Irish Chnrch question was hotly 
discussed during the recent election for the 
county of luTemess. 

June 10.— Two petitiims were presented on the 
2Dd inst. in the House of Commons against 
the return of The Chisholm. One was by 
Glenmoriston and the other by Sir David 
Brewster and Hugh Davidson of Oantray, 
electors. The same evening Chishcdm took 
his seat in the House. 

Ibid. — ^Disease threatened the potato crop. 
There had been a partial f aihire the previous 
vear. 

Ibid.— The Provost of Forres, Mr Gordon, died 
in Glasgow. His remains were taken home^ 
and the following issue describes the funeral. 

June 24.— The death of William Cobbett is re- 
corded. A column is devoted to a sketch of 
his career. "His laborious me, che(}uered 
by so many strange vidssitodes, terminated 
on Thursday last at the ripe age of seventv- 
three. His death will cause a blank in tne 
world of English politidaos and periodicsl 
writers. Perh^w no man in Britain was 
better known, down to the minutest drcum- 
stanoe in his history, character, habits, and 
opinions." Now Gobbett is all but forgotten. 

July 1.— Adam, the man chaived with the 
murder of his wife, was cheerful in priscm, but 
he had a grievance. "He complained griev- 
ously to us (Hie day of the heavy iroiMi on his 
body, and wished to have them taken off for 
a part of the day, that he misht be allawed to 
walk about the passages in nont of his cell. 
This reasonable request has since been com- 
plied with." There seems to have been con- 
siderable freedom (d intercourse with prison- 
ers in those days. 

July 8.— A new taste seems to have sprung up 
for the more valuable and curiously fine 

G^ttems of clan tartan for ladies' d r e s s es , ftc. 
r Macdougall, drwer, here, has an immense 
variety of the diserent patterns, some of 
them exoeedinidy rich and beautiful Lord 
Brougham and others have rendered them 
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faihioiMUe in Londoa, and orden to a gresi 
MDonnfe for them have been osecntod in loTer- 



Ibid.^The iuna conUiot the fint of a aeriee fA 
tkoti^bet bT the editor, jMtk% an aocooat of a 
trip from Inremees to (/ban, lona, and Stajfa. 
In tho same nvmber it is ftated that a pro- 
posal had been made to appropriato part of 
the bnildiotts at Fort-Oeorse to the jpnrpooes 
of a central prison for the Northern Ooimties. 
This idea nerer bore fmit, but prisonns were 
actnallT cooflaed in the Fort. 

Ibid. — ^"On the 27th Jnne a gentleman anglins 
in Loch-lioT can^t a salmon with a smaU 
trout fly, which weighed upwards of 10 lbs. 
This is the first instance of a salmon taken in 
Loeh-Moy, and the wonder is how it conld 
possibly get there.** Loch-Moy drains into 
the Findhom, but the stream is small 

Jidy 15. — ^Tbe petition against the return of 
The Chisholm as member for the county of 
loTemess was rejected by the Oommittee of 
the Honse of Obmmons appointed to hear the 
case. The point at issne was whether yoters 
from the Orantown district, 'Vhich is totally 
separated from Inyemess-shire, being sur- 
rmmded by the ooonties of Moray and Nairn,** 
were entitled to yote. The number from that 
district who had yoted for Chisholm was 29, 
and his maiority in the contest was 28. The 
petitioners founded on a dause in the Reform 
Act whidi proyided *that all properties Ijing 
locally within the limits of any county snail, 
for the purposes of this Act, be held to be 
part of toe county with which they are locally 
mchtded.** The Parliamentary Committee, 
howeyer, held that no yote could be ques- 
tioned by a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons which had not been objected to pre- 
yiously at the local Courts of Registratioo. 
This aedsion disposed of the case for the peti- 
tioners. 

Ibid.— The Sheep and Wool ICarket held the 
preyious week had proyed a yery sti£f one, 
thougjb in the eui an ayerage amooot of 
business was done. 'lAst year prices were 
too high for the purchasen both of wo<d and 
sheep, and this year there has been a reduc- 
tion of about 4a per stone on Cheyiot wool, 
6s on toe double stone of blackfaced, and 3s 
on Cheyiot wedden per head. Ewes were 
greatly in demand, and the unfayourable 
spring hayinff operated yery injuriously in 
some of the districts, lambs wen scarce and 
fetched good prices.** Cheyiot wedden 
fetched from 22^ to 27s 6d; bUckfaced from 
15s to 18s 9d; Cheyiot ewes from 188 to 
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2Qi 6d; blackfaoed from lOs to 13s; Cheviot 
lambt from 8i to lis; blackfaoed from 7s to 
8«. CtMTiot washed wool per stone fetched 
from 19b to 20s 6d; unwashed 16b to 16s; 
blackfaoed per double stone 19a to 20s 6d; 
cross, unwBMied, 128 to Ks; do. washed, 14s 
to 168. "In order to improye their flocks, 
twelve of our principal sheep farmers last year 
agreed to have a show of tups at this market, 
after which they were to make amkngements 
for ezcbansing them. The exhibition took 
place on Thmdaj, when Ifir Shiireff, Barn- 
yards; Mr Laidlaw, Knockfin; Mr SeUar, 
Moryich; Mr QenOe, Dell; and Mr Mac- 
tayish, Qarthbeg, produced some fine speci- 
mens of one ana two-year-old tups. It would 
be highly to the adyantage of the different 
flocks in the North if this exhibition were 
continued." 

Ibid. — ^"The estate of Olentromie, in Badeno6h, 
was purchased on Wednesday last by Mr 
BaiUie of Bristol (formeriy M.P. for that city) 
lor the sum of £7360. lliis was £2060 aboye 
the upse|t price, and is said to be an instance 
of the highest price ever giyen for land in the 
Highlandi." 

Ibid. — ^In connection with the announcement of 
the appointment of James Loch, M.P., aa 
Deputy-Gk>yerDor of the British Fishery So- 
ciety, in place of William Smith, deceased, 
the opportunity is taken of commemorating 
Mr Smith's interest in the Hi^ands. He 
was l(Hig and honourably known as ML P. for 
Norwich, and was associated with the labours 
of BomiUy, Wilberforce, and Sir James Mack- 
intosh. But in addition 4o this, we are told 
that few men were so zealous as Mr Smith in 
forwarding eyeiy object connected with the 
improyement of the North oi Scotland. ''This 
was exemplified in the establishment of 
Pulteneytown, Wi<^, and the harbour there, 
and the actiye part he took in the promotion 
of the Highland roads and bridges and the 
CUedcmian OuuJ. The time he deyoted to 
these objects, in attending meeting, and in 
consulting and corresponding with udiyiduala 
and pubfio bodies, was immense, and would 
haye formed almost sufficient employment, 
without reference to other duties, for many a 
public man less beneyolent, perseyerix^, and 
enUiusiastic.'* 

July 22.— An i^peal is made for funds for the 
Nairn Academy. In 1832 one class-room had 
been fitted up and opened. A second cUss- 
room had been erected at the same time, and 
it was now proposed to fit it up and make 
further educational proyision. 
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JqIt 29. — ThiM iaitie conteinc a memorial iketch 
of llr £T«n Baillie of Dochfoor, who had re- 
cntly paned away at the aee of 95. "He 
had witnessed the battle of (^lloden, when a 
boy, from the heights above Dochfonr; he 
had served io the army in the reign of Qeorge 
the Second; he was three times retomed as 
representative in Pu-liament for the ancient 
dty of Bristol; he was one of the very few 
men in onr day who has met at one int^iew 
with Burke, Johnson, and Reynolds; and 
after a long, active, and snccessftd public life, 
he had the rare felicity to return to his native 
eoontry, blessed with health and affluence, to 
spend the evening of his days in auiet retire- 
ment among the scenes of his birUi.'' Going 
into details, the writer states that llr BaiUie 
entered the army as ensigo at the age of 
fifteen, and was employed on active service 
abroad, especially in the West Indies. He 
was at the siege of Havannah in 1762. On 
the restoration of peace, seeing no prospect of 
promotion, he. retired from the army, and 
embarked in the West Indiso trade, finally 
settling at Bristol, which he afterwards re- 
presented in Parliament. By the death of his 
elder brother in 1799, llr Baillie succeeded to 
the family property of Dochfour, and resided 
there dunog the last twenty vears of his life, 
"llr Baillie was a perfect modd of the gentle- 
man of the old school ; tall and handsome in 
baa person, of polished manners^ and of the 
most punctilious honour and correctness in all 
his transactions and intercourse with sodety." 

Ibid. — A report preoared by Mr Maclean, Mr 
Mitchell, and Ml^ Mav, was submitted to the 
Town Ooiuncil lor tne improvement of the 
banks of the river. It provided a handsome 
walk between the Stone Bridge and the 
Islands on each aide, "and ao ample carriage- 
way along the bank between the two bridges." 
Also^ we are told, 'Ht provides tor the uni- 
formity, strength, and oeanty of the bonks, 
and suffgests a general improvement calculated 
altogether to combine utility and ornament, 
and to promote the safety and comfort of the 
inhabitants." Hie expense waa estimated at 
£1200, and the question of ways and means 
was a matter of serious consideration. 

Ibid. — ^nie Presbytery of Inverness met to con- 
sider the constitution of the proposed new 
church for Inverness (the West OhurdL). The 
town ministers, through Rev. Mr Clark, had 
submitted a plan to the Assembly, which had 
fliven it a qualified approbation, and remitted 
the subject to the Presbytery. The qnesftion 
was whether the church should be subject to 
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a general Sesaiao, compriaing all the miniaten 
of the town, or aboald Siaye a aepante cooati- 
tution. The towo miniaters were in favour of 
a general Besaion^ and their motion waa car- 
ried by a majority of one. 

Augnat 5.— The Northern Ifiaaionary Society 
held ita annual meeting at Dinffwall. The 
collection amounted to £l7 12b 7|d ; aobacrip- 
tiona and donationa, £35 98 6d; total, £63 
2a Hid. 

Ibid.— A Prasaian Tesael foundered recently off 
the island of St Kilda, and the crew of eleyen 

fot safe to land. They remained a fortnight 
efore finding an opportunity of croeaing to 
Skye. "The expenaea of theae eleyen men for 
fourteen daya, including board, lodging, and 
all conyeniencea, amounted to jnat fiye ahil- 
linga." The ialandera nowadays haye a better 
knowledge of the yalue of money. 

Ibid.— The right of shooting and fishing oyer 
the upper dia^ict of Strathconon, in Rosa- 
shire, is adyertised to tot. It ia stated that 
grouse were most abundant, and there were 
ptarmigan on aeyeral of the hills. Hie ground 
nad been let for three years oreyiously, aid 
ita tenants certified that it anorded excellent 
sport. One of them #rote that an ordinary 
snot might with great ease bag 20 brace of 
grouse a da^, and he also said tb»t 'lie and 
one companion killed 13 brace of ptarmisan 
in about half-an-hour." A shooting loage 
waa in course of erection. 

Ibid. — ^There is a list of sportsmen at shootinff 
quarters in the Highlands. The number ol 
names giyen is about fort^, but the list does 
not profess to be ezhaustiye. 

Auffust 19. — ^''Eig^ty-eight boxes of game haye 
during the week passed throu^^ the coach 
office here, and a considerable number haye 
been sent South by the Caledonian coach along 
the Highland road. On the eyenins of the 
Twelfth a box waa forwarded to his Majesty 
from Inyemess, belieyed to be from Lady 
Saltoun. Seyeral were sent to the Duke A 
Welliijgton, the Lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
Lady iSlessington, the Bishop of N(Nrwich, and 
other pereonages of rank and distinction.*' 

Ibid.— "We understand that Lord Glenelg, Secre- 
tary for the Golonies, haa mpointed our 
townsman, John Anderson, Esq., W.S., 
Special Justice of the Island of St Vincent. 
l£r Anderson has been long and fayourabl^ 
known aa the Seoetary of the Society of Aoti- 
quaries of Scotland, to whose Transactions he 
has contributed yarious papers. He ia also 
the author of a HisUwy of the Clan Fraaer, 
and other wwka iUustntiye of the High- 
tonds." 
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August 26. — ^The foUowinff i« quoted from on 
Edinburgh paper: — 'The pun and regnla- 
tioM propoeed bv the ministers of InTemesi 
for a new churcn in that important and in- 
fluential quarter of the Hiffhlands of Scotland, 
were approved unanimoujuy by last General 
Assembly ; and in terms m a remit from last 
Assembly the Commission haye just decerned 
and ordained that tbe same arranflement shall 
be binding on the future as weU as on the 
present mmistera of Inyemess; and that the 
new church shall be in all respecta on the 
same footinff as the two original Parii^h 
Churches. No appearance was made on be- 
half of a minority of the Presbytery, who, in 
the Court below, endeavoured to oppose a 
scheme which has now received the final sanc- 
tion of the Church of Scotland." Subacrip- 
tions are intimated for the new building, 
amounting ^to £610. 

September 2.— "Dr John M'Culloch, author of 
the celebrated Tour in the Highlands, and 
other works, met with his death last week in 
a very melancholy manner. He was thrown 
out of a gig at Fenzance, in Cornwall, and 
his foot caught in the wheel, by which his 
leg was broken in two plaoee, and also some 
of his ribs. Amputation was reaorted to, but 
in a short time mortification ensued, and 
death terminated ^ existence. It is scarcely 
three months since he was manied. Dr 
M'CuUoch was an able geologist, and a* a 
general writer distinguished for learning and 
acuteness; but his work on the Highlands is 
disfigured by the grossest prejudice and mi»- 
representation. " 

Ibid. — ^The Rev. Finlay Cook, late of Inverness, 
was on Wednesday, the 19€b ult., inducted by 
the Presbytery of Caithness into the pastoral 
charge of the pariah of Rea)V. Owing to the 
number of people present, the services of the 
day were held out of doors. 

September 9.— The Duke of Sutherland and his 
yoimg son, the Marquis of Stafford (aged 
seven), were presented with the freedom of 
the burgh of Tain. The Duke had recently 
acquired property in the neighbourhood. 

Ibid. — ''About thirtv recruits were enlisted here 
for the auxiliary forces, under Qeneral Evans, 
in support of the Queen of Spain. Only ten, 
however, have actually gone; they sailed to 
Greenock via the Caledonian OanaL The re- 
mainins twenty were found missing in the 
hour of cause, and will probablj; (to the great 
regret of the police) continue in the town.*' 
l^e struggle was then going on between the 
Carlists and the forces of Queen Cniristina. 
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Qeneral De Jjbucj Evana commanded a British 
contingent. 

September 16. — ^Mr Grant of Corrimony, **the 
lather of the Scottish bar/' died at Lakefield. 
Glen-Urqiihart, on the previous Sunday. He 
was in his 93ni year. '*Mr Graiut was an ac- 
complished scholar and antiquair, and, what 
is not oftem united to these qualities, he was 
a first-rate musician, both vocal and instru- 
mental. He was author of a work on the 
Origin of the Gael, and he also wrote treatises 
on the origin of languax^e and society. He 
was early mstinguished for his liberal political 
principles, and associated with Henry £rskine 
and other eminent men of that day, and sub- 
sequently with Sir James Mackintosh, Mr 
Homer, &c. He retained his faculties to the 
last, and from the extent and variety of his 
attainments was a delightful companion." 

Ibid. — Ihe dose of a stormv session of Parlia- 
ment is recorded. The bill for the reform of 
the English corporations excited great contro- 
versy, and was only passed at last by the 
Ckmunons accepting certain amendments 
preraed upon them oy the Lords. 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains an account of a 
disturbance which took place in the town of 
Dingwall in 1730. The story appears to be 
compiled from the Corporation records. 

September 23. — ^There is a long repent of the 
trial, at the Inverness Circuit Court, of John 
Adam for the murder of his wife, Jean 
Brechin, on the heights of Kilcoy, in the 
BUck Isle. The circumstances have already 
been given in these Notes. The prisoner had 
issroed three declarations. The discrepandes 
between the first two and the third were so 
marked as to form by themselves strong ore- 
snmiptive evidence against him. Besides uiis, 
there was abundant and conclusive evidence. 
The jury brought in a unanimous verdict of 
ffuilty, and the prisoider waa sentenced to 
death. At the some circuit there was an im- 
portant civil case relating to the will cd aoe 
Alexander Mackenzie, Fortroea The will wa« 
sustained. 

September 30.— At the Northenn Meeting the 
Duke of St Albans and Lord iVederick Beau- 
derk were present wearing the Highland 
dress. The Meeting nominaUy extendea over 
three davs, but the actual days were Thurs- 
day and Friday. On Friday forenoon the com- 
pany were entertained at Doohfour with a 
boat race, rifle practice, and pigeon shooting. 
"The rifle shooting watf at a hundred yardr 
distance, and though Captain Horatio Ross 
of Rossie was one of the marksmen, the palm 
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ol rictoiT WM canridd oS hy Ctanj Maqther- 
aon." The example of Mr Baillie ia oom- 
meoded to the aitentaon ol iieiffhboQiiiig pro- 
prieton. ''Since tiie diaoae of horae-racmg, 
our Tiaitora hare had so momiog amnaemeat 
dorinff their attendaace here, and the want of 
it baa been aeoaibl^ felt/' 

Ibid.^-The Gommiaaioneri of the Soota Burgha 
had jniblwhed part of their Local Beporta, ex- 
tending alphabetically from Arbcoatb to For- 
troae. Sereral ibema ace extracted in tbia 
iaaue. Dinffwall aa£Fered from a debt, amonnt- 
ing to £2ES67. Part of it oonaiated of a aum 
of £800 ol damaffet, which the bnrsb bad in- 
curred thixMigb alleged failure in the cnatody 
of a priaoner ooofixied for debt. Tbia charge 
Seaforth bad undertaken to pay. The greater 
part of the balance oonaieted ol law eaqpenaea 
in connection with a fiahing proceaa. Ding- 
wall bad an average rental from fiahing ami 
landa of £273 7a 2d, and an ezpeDditore of 
£181 14a lOd. The kirk-offioer waa atated to 
have a aalary of fi^e ahillinga a year I Dornoch 
rejoiced in the annual income of £3 15e, being 
the rent of the burgh linka and the amount 
of the cuatoma and market dnea. It paid £40 
3a 4d yeariy to the Town-Qerk and offioeva, 
the difference baying been made up for many 
yeara by the Duke of SuUierland. The burpfi 
of Forrea had the handaome income, for ita 
aize, of £619 19b 9d, conaiderably more than 
half of which aroae from land rente. The 
total expenditure, including improyementa, 
charitiea, ftc., came to £628 18b lOd, and there 
were no local taxea. Tbia waa aurely a happy 
burgh 1 On the other hand, the burgh of 
Fortroae waa entirely in the handa of a person 
named Roderick Macfarquhar, who for tw^ity- 
three yeara bad ''managed ita afiatra exclu- 
siyel^Ty Buffering no one to participate with 
him in power." This gentleman waa able for 
aome reaaon to act as a local monarch. ''On 
one occaaion, it ia related, a party in the 
Council yoted asainat Mr Maciarqubar, and 
be turned out tne whole oppoaing meinberB, 
five the first year and two tbe next, atating 
that 'aa they could not affree in politica, a 
aeparatioo waa deairable.'^* He put in a 
rather heavy pecuniary claim againat the 
burgh, and tbia may have been the aecret of 
hia aaceodancy. 

October 7. — No fewer tiian four ottera appeared 
in tbe River Neaa und^ the Old Stone Bridge. 
A crowd gathered and aeveral ahota were 
fired. One otter waa killed, the reat eacaping. 
Tbe paragraph atatea that the River Neaa waa 
at timea much infeated with otterai 
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Ibid.— A sheep farmer, Thomaa Hall, was 
drowned in the RiTer Mne, in Gildtfrmory, 
Boaa-ahire. He waa croaaing a ford on borae- 
back on a atonny night, when a great body of 
water ruafaed down the riyer, carrying away 
bono and rider. They were awept into Loch- 
Moce. 

October 14.— A "srand promenade*' waa held in 
the Neaa Island on Saturday, the lOtb inat. 
It waa arranged by the Committee which had 
been can^g out the improTementa of the 
ialanda. Uommunication with botii banka of 
the riyer had now been completed by the erec- 
tion of aoitable bridgea; the two ialanda had 
alao been j|oined by & new bridge, and the 
walka trimmed vp. The promenade came off 
with auccesa, though the day waa ahowery. 
Proceedinga began at four o'dock. The pro- 
gramme includttl the performancea of a band 
and piper, and a diaplay of fireworka prepared 
and auperintaaded W Mr QyngiU, of the 
Royal Gardena, yauxhall. The proceeds were 
applied to the Lnproyement Fund. Admia- 
aion waa— ^or ladiea and gentlemen, 2a; for 
children and aeryanta, la; and there were 
from 300 to 400 preaent. 

October 21.— John Adam waa executed on the 
preyioua Friday for the MuUbuy murder. Hia 
character waa one of ainnilar nardihood. He 
slept aoundly the night before hia death, and 
in nia waking houra talked with hia warders 
about hia adyenturee in the army and other 
indifferent topica. The ezeoution took place 
at the Longman. Owing to the denaity ox the 
crowd the culprit waa conyeyed in a carriage. 
He waa dreased in a long camlet black coat, 
proyided for the occasion. The apectatora 
numbered oyer 8000 peraona. Adam to the 
end refused to confess his crime. Afterwards, 
hofweyer, it turned out that he had acknow- 
ledged it to a fellow-ptiaoner, to be made 
Imown after hia death. Hia execution waa the 
laat to take place at Inyemeaa. 

October 2a— It ia atated that a atrikinff hi- 
atance of the increaaed yalue of Highland 
paatoral diatricta occurred the preyioua week 
in the mle of the Oomartie lands, in Roaa- 
shire. The Fannich kt, rented ab £180 per 
annum, aold for £6660, about thirty-aeyen 
yeara* purchase. The Lochbroom lot aold for 
£9200, being tibirty-fonr yean' purdukae. The 
aale took pUce at Edinburgh, and waa pretty 
sharply contested. The upaet price of the two 
waa £13,150; it roae £2000 higher, when the 
two lota were knocked down at £15,766, to Ur 
Murdoch Mackenzie, late of Ardroaa, then of 
Pundondl. The editor saya that a yery few 
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yean before these prices would bare been oon- 
■idered niinovi. He attributes the riae to the 
proq>erity of eheep-farming and the imorored 
meaoB of communicatioiL Sport had mjo by 
this time oome to be a considerable asset. 
'^ETen unconqnerable bamonen," ire are in- 
formed, "is DOW turned to good account At 
the present moment, we beueve, many High- 
land proprietors derive a greater reyeniie from 
their moors alone, for grouse shooting, than 
their whole rental amounted to lizty years 
since. The passion entertained hv Kngfiuh 
gentlemen for field-sports has been metered by 
the increased means of communication north- 



wards, and up and down the country, from 
the hiffhest hiil to the deepest and most dis- 
tant ^en. The sportsman throws himself 



into a steaowr at London, and in forty-eight 
hours or less he is in Edinburgh or Aberdeen. 
Another day and he is in the heart of moor 
and mounta'in, where he may shoot, saunter, 
or angle to his hearths coot^it." The country 
inns had by this time yastly impioTed. 

Ibid.— On the previous Wednesday the electors of 
the combined counties of Ross and Cromarty, 
resident in Din^gwall and neighbourhood, enter- 
tained their representatire, J. A. Stewart 
Mackenxie of Seaiorth, to a public dinner in 
the Caledonian Hotel, Dingwall. There was 
a crowded attendance, and many speeches were 
delivered. The dinner was mostly political. 
Mr Roderick Macleod, vr. of Gadboll, M.P. 
for Sutherland, was in tne chair. Major Gil- 
christ of OspsMlale and Chptain Sutheorland of 
Udoll were croupiers. 

Ibid.— The Rev. Alexander Duff, who had just 
received the degree of D.D. from Mariachal 
College, Aberdeen, addressed a meeting in the 
Hiffh Church on the subject of India. The 
adouress made a powerful impression. A col- 
lection at the close amounted to £42 18s 

November 4. — ^Tfaere is an article on railways, 
which were now being promoted at a £p:^eat 
rate. It is stated that no fewer than thirty- 
two companies had recently been projected. 
The formation of lines oonnect'ng London with 
important provincial centres was in contempla- 
tion. The newspapers were apprehensive of 
the results of this '^ever of speculation.*' 

Ibid.— The ferry boat fn the Meikle Ferry struck 
on an anchor within fifteen or twenty yards 
of the shore, on the Tain side, and fiHed. 
There were seventeen persons on board, and 
their lives were in great danger. One pas- 
senger, M^ J. H. Richardson, a shipping secre- 
tary from North Shields, attempted to swim 
ashore, but wbs carried away and drowned. 
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A fdrnrman managed to swim to a small boat 
moorod in the neighbourhood, and ao reicixed 
the rest of the passengers. 

November 11.— -M^ John Fraser (fa;ther of the 
late Dr Donald Fraser) was re-elected ProTost 
of InTeman. 

Ibid. — ^It appears from the r^)ort of » ooiin^ 
meeting m Ross-shire that eight men^ oon- 
yicted of assault, had been sentenoed to im- 
prisonment at Fort^jleorge. This was be- 
cause there was no proper gaol in Dinswall. 
The meeting, by a majority, agreed to advance 
aliment, claiming the rrgnt of relief against 
''the said prisoners, the borgh of Dingwall, the 
Board of fixdse, and all ooncemed." 

NoTember 18.— "On Wednesday last Mackintosh 
of Mackintosh removed from Daviot House to 
Moy Hall, the beautiful residence of his an- 
cestors, which had for several years been occu- 
pied by the late Dowager Lady Mackintosh, 
who !held a life-rrait of tiie family mansion." 
The tenantry turned out and gave the chief a 
hearty welcome, and in the eveniiw the hills 
were lighted up with bonfires. La^ Mackin- 
tosh died on the 17th ult. She was the widow 
of Sir .^Bneas Mackintosh, and daughter of Sir 
liudovick Grant of Dalvey. 

December 2. — The death (m James Hosg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd, is amoounced, and the poet 
is made the subject of an interesting artide. 

Ibid.— An Auxiliary Missionary Society had re- 
cently been formed in connection witik the 
Presbytery of Nairn. The first annual meet- 
ing was held on the 19th ult, and it was an- 
nounced that within the bounds of the Presby- 
tery £66 Is 8d had been subscribed. 

December 16.^''0d Wednesday, the 9th inst., 
a party <^ the Atalanta revenue cutter, con- 
sisting; of an officer and four men, whilst dis- 
chargms their duty in Strathslass, were 
attadced by a band of smugglers, about 
fourteen ih number, and driveo back with 
great violenoe. One of the men was so 
severely cut and bruised about the head that 
it was found necessary to oonvey him to Inver- 
ness in a cart for surgical aid." 

December 23. — The death is announced of CSamp- 
bell Mackintosh of Dalmigavie, who had been 
50 ye&rs acting Town-Clerk of Inveraess, 25 
years ObUector of Taxes for Inverness-shire, 
and 51 years in extensive practice as procura- 
tor and land steward. He was in his 78th 
year. A cordial appreciation is given of his 
character. In the same issue it is aonovmced 
that the Town Council had resolved to appoint 
Mr Alexander Shepperd, solicitor, as Town- 
Clerk in succession to Mr Ml^kintosh. Mr 
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Gkorge Cameron gave in hii reiigiution as 
Town Chamberlain, and Mr Robert Smith waa 
appointed to the offioe in hia atead. 
December 30. — ^Towarda the doae of tiie year the 
Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair, Bart., died at 
the a^ of 81. In the departmenta of tnde, 
agriculture, and finaace, Sir John had per- 
formed eervicea which made him one of the 
conapicuouB men of hia timo. The work by 
which he la now beat remembered ia the Old 
Statistical Acconnt of Scotland. 'Thia work 
waa first oommenced in 1790. It waa proae- 
cuted uninterruptedly for aeyen years, during 
which a correapoodenoe waa carried on with 
all the clergy of the Church of Scotland, 
amounting to nearly 1000 ; and it waa 
brought successfully to completion by the 
gradual publication of twenty-one thick octavo 
▼olumea, in which a aeparate account ia given 
of every pariah in North Britain." 



F« 
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No. xn. 

The year 1836 was much less exciting in. 
Parliament than its immediate predecessor. 
The policy of the Qovernment regarding the 
Irish Church had, howeyer, left acute symp- 
toms, and in the North of Scotland Protestant 
feeling ran high. For England the Tithes 
Gommutation Aot was passed. An import^ 
ant step was the reduction of the tax on 
newspapers from fourjience a sheet to a 
penny. ''This reduction/' says Ransome, 
"forms an epoch in the deyelopment of the 

Jiress. For a time the gross amount of duty 
ell ; but the circulation increasedl so rapidSy 
that in 1854 the proceeds of the tax were as 
much as at the old rate." In this year also 
Parliament began to publish its own diirision 
lists. ''Hitherto these had been published 
on hearsay and without Parliamentary 
authority, and the right to keep them priirate 
had been jealously guarded by members." 
But the constituencies called into being by 
the Reform Act considered that they had a 
right to know bow their representatiyes 
voted. 

Locally two changes of interest occurred : 
a direct senrice of steamers was established 
with LoncBon, and a daily mail coaoh began 
to run between Inyemess and Perth. Up 
till this time there was only a passenger coach 
on the Highland road, running twice a week 
in winter and three times a week in summer. 
Now, we are told, with pardonable flpratifica- 
tion, that a person " might dine in Edinburgh 
one day and oreakfast in Inyerness the next." 
The Duke of Gordon, the last male represen- 
tative of the old! line, died this year. 



From the ** Inverness Courier.'* 
1856. 

January 6.-^A meeting was held at Inyemess of 
what was called "The Northern Protestant 
AasociatioQ." It had been formed to main- 
tain Protestant interests, which were supposed 
to be threatened by the policy of the Gk>yem- 
ment in connection with the Irisb Church. 
Promineot men in Inyemess and neighboor- 
hood disapproved of the Association, and 
there was a good deal of angry contioveny. 

January 11. — ^Tbe elders, managers, and male 
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oommnnionto of tbe East Churob met 
for the p<aipoM of eleotihg a pastor. 
PioToct Fnaer waa io tbe chair, and moyed 
the election of the Rey. David Oampbell, 
minUter of Qlenljon, Perthshire. Bailie 
Qeorp ICackay moved the electioo of the Bey. 
Axdubald Cook, of Bmao. The vote stood — 
for Mr Gtopbell, 33; for Mr Cook, 26. Mr 
Ounpbell was declared duly elected. This 
was the beginnioff of a dispute which ended in 
the erection of the North Church. 
Ibid.— A postage of a halfpenny was charged at 
this time on every stranger passing the two 
bridges. A pontage was also levied on the 
peat-carts coming from tbe country, but their 
owners were taming sulky and refusing to 
pay. A man named Munro commenced an 
action for damages in tbe Sheriff Court against 
the t^mksman of the Pett]^ Cbstoms at the 
Stone Bridge, who had detained his horse and 
cart. The case was brought before the Town 
Council by the tacksman, and it was agreed 
that, to iHrevent his levying a pontafie on 
peats in future, a sum of £2 should be auowed 
him. 
January 20.— A formidable fish wasi ci^tured at 
Ardjachie, near Tam. It was pronounced to 
be a shark. Its length is given as 8 feet 1 inch 
and girth 4 feet 9 inches. 
January 27.— It is stated that ttie Earl of 
Aboyne had recently purchased the estate of 
Qlentnrry. 
Ibid.— The opening of the Ladies' Female School 
io its new building is reprted. The United 
Charities Institution combined in one establish- 
ment the Work Society (for aged female in- 
dustry), the Clothing Society, the Femsie 
School, the Infant School, and the Observa- 
tory. The scho<^ was opened with a proces- 
sion of children. It is stated that "afterwards 
a number of the ladies and gentlemen visited 
the Observatory, wben the telescope was 
mounted, and some other optical mstruments 
were exhibited for the ent^tainment of visi- 
tors." 
February 10.— 'Died, at Dalbreck, on the 2Sth 
ol January, George Jeffrey, Esq., late of New 
Kelso, in the 79th vear of Siis age. It has 
fallen to the lot of few men in th& world to 
have been so universallv esteemed as Mr 
Jeffrey wsa. Neither old nor young came 
within the pale of his acquaintance who did 
not cherish an affectionate regard for iam. 
His remains were borne a dista^nce of forty 
miles, on the shoulders of his countrymen, to 
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the Ctauchjnd of Lochcairon, where they 
were intened amidflt the sorrowiiifl^ regret of 
hiiiidredB, who had gone through life with 
him, who had thared his frieoduiip and en- 
joyed hU society. . . . For the kat fifty 
yenra hk word waa law in the populous conn- 
try of Lochcairon." 

February 24.— **We are glad to learn that InTer- 
ness has been constituted a bonding port tor 
wines, spirits, and timber directly imj^orted, 
and for all other goods carried coastwise for 
home consumption, with the ezoeptiwi of silks 
and tobaoco. This concession by the Treasuxy 
will be highly beneficial to the trade of this 
town and neighbourhood." The same issue 
records the presentation of opiate to Mr Alex- 
ander Mactayish, solicitor, in recognition of 
hii political services to the Conservative party 
at tne last county election. 

March 2.— A new steam vessel, ''The Duchess of 
Sutherland,*' had been brought to the Moray 
Firth, to ply between Inverness and London. 
6he is described as a handsome, weJl-equipped 
boat, and a fast sailer. '< We congratulate the 
public," says the editor, "oik the commence- 
ment of this new source of communication, 
which promises to be highly advantageous to 
the agricultural and commercial interests of 
the North of Scotland." 

Ibid.— The dignity of a baxonet of the United 
Kingdom was conferred on Colin Mackensie, 
Esq. of Kilcoy, with remainder to his second 
eon, Evan Madcenina 

March 9.— Mr Stewart Mackensie of Seaforth 
presented a petition to Parliament from pro- 
prietors and occupiers oi land in the counties 
of Ross and Cromarty, complaining of agricul- 
tural distress. Among the remedies suggested 
by Seaforth was the removal of taxes on agri- 
cultural seeds (clover, tares, and linseed), 
which were then subject to duty. It was 
stated that the duty on clover seed alone 
amounted to £6600 per annum. 

March 16. — The question of the election of a 
minister came again before a meeting in the 
East CBnirch— IroTOst Fraser in tM chair. 
The vote on this occasion showed 64 par- 
ishioners for Rev. Mr Chimpbell and 48 for 
Rev. Mr Cook, giving the former a majority 
of 16. The votes of other ten non-parishion- 
ers were tendered for M^ Cook, but the Sea- 
sion held that the votes of non-residents could 
not be reoeived. 

Ibid.— '"Mr Mackintoab of Raigmore has very 
handsomely consented to feu out i^ site for 
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the iMur cbwch on the west bank tA the river, 
mnnediately oppoeite to Fraeer Street. The 
•itnation Ja one of the meet desirable in town, 
and will prove yexr oonyenient for the in- 
habitants of both sides of the ziyer." 

Marob 23. — ^The C%anceUor of the Exchequer 
annonnoed his intention to bring forward 
changes in the Stamp Acts. Among others, 
the newspaper stamp duty was to be reduced 
from 4d, with twenty per cent, discount, to 
one penny without discount 

Ibid. — There was great delight at the success of 
the first trip of the steamer Duchess of 
Sutherland friMn Inverness to London. One 
tenant in the neighbourhood had shipped 61 
sheep for the London mariLet, and realised 
fully 7s a head more than hb could have ob- 
tained for them in the North. Another had 
shipped ten stots, which brought from £3 to 
£3 IQs more than tbey would have realised 
here if ther had been kept till the end of 
ApriL "lliese favourable sales have stirred 
up a desire anotong our Northern agriculturists 
to rear fat stock on an extensive sode, and we 
have no doubt that the trade will go on pros- 
perously. One immediate e£Fect wm be a rise 
in the price of beef and muttoo in our local 
markets^ but this will only be temoorarv, and 
will be more than compensated by the io- 
creased spirit and advantage which the trade 
will confer on the agriculture of the wh<^e of 
the North of Scotland." 

March 30.— Bev. Mr Gampbell, Glenlyon, has 
accepted the sfppointment of minister to the 
East Church, Inverness. Rev. John Ken- 
nedy, of Inveniess, was ordained a fortnight 
before to the pastoral charge of a Oongre- 
gational Church in Aberdeen. The Directors of 
the Sessional School at Nairn had acquired a 
site. Subscriptions for the school are ac- 
knowledged in several issues. 

April 6.— An Indian ''Nawab" was executed some 
time before ioft the murder of a broths of Mr 
James B. Fraser, of Reelig, Inveraess-shne. 
There is some account of the incident in this 
number. A full statement of the ease was 
written for ''Blackwood'* by Lord Lawrence 
when he was shooting tenant of Beelig in 1877. 
It appeared in the Dumber of the magarine for 
January 1878. Lawrence was in 1&6 Magi- 
strate of an Indian district adjoining Mr 
Eraser's, and helped to bring the assassin to 
justice. 

Ibid. — ^nie Rev. Allan MadLcnzie was ordained 
and admitted as pastor of the parish of Eil* 
moir- Wester. 
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April 13.— A meeidng was held to give a froBh 
fillip to the Mechanics* Institution, which had 
to some extent languishea. The Society had 
on hand a mm of £69, and tbe library ooo- 
tained eighty voliinies. It was oow expected 
that the institution would *'enter on a new 
and more extended field of usefulness." A 
resolution declared it to be highly expedient 
that a portion of the funds should be applied 
to the tpnux^ase of books exclusively devoted 
to Bcienoe and its application to the arts. Lec- 
tures on scientific subjects had been delivered 
and were to be continued. 

April 27.— The right of shooting over extensive 
districts in the county of Sutherland is adver- 
tised as to let. The districts are seven in 
numbei^-Achintoul, Qairosary, Shiness, Big- 
house, Armadale, Strathnaver, and Aultoa- 
harrow. The shooting carried with it liberty 
of angling in rivers and lakes, and the ad- 
vertisement added that ''the right to lAioot 
Red Deer, under certain limitations, will be 
added to each district." 

May 3.— A singular complaint came before the 
Synod of Ross. The minister of Einlochluichart 
stated that on the day appointed by last As- 
sembly for humiliation and fasting, the pro- 
prietor of Kilcoy passed by the church of 
Kinlochluichart attended by a servant and 
loaded cart. This conduct the minister con- 
sidered to be aggravated by the fact that the 
proprietor in question was an (^ce-bearer in 
the Church of Scotland. The minister srat 
a complaint to the Piesbytery of Ohaoonry, 
where the delinquent resided, but that Presby- 
tery had taken no notice of it. Rev. Mir Sase, 
Resolis, on behalf of the Presbytery, defended 
their resolution to take no action, but he did 
not carry the Synod with him. On the con- 
trary, Rev. Mr Oannent submitted the follow- 
ing motion, which was unanimously agreed 
to:— *That the Synod sustain the petition and 
approve of the zeal of the Session of Einloch- 
luichart in maintaining the discipline of the 
Church, and instruct the Session of Knock- 
bain, and, failiog them, the Pjnesbytery of 
Ohanonry, to prcNceed in the business accord- 
ing to the laws of the Church." The editor, 
in commenting on the case, stated that "the 
public feeling here is almost universally op- 
posed to the step of the venerable Synod." 
•A letter in the next issue states that, when 
the incident occurred, the gentleman had been 
returning from his hill property, where he had 
been staying for some daye, aid was not even 
awaie i^t the day was a fast day. 
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Ibid.— 'The directon of the InTerneM Academy 
▼oted a mm of £15 for the puzpoee of im- 
proTin^ the Moteiim hy a complete Britieh 
kerbanam and a koal mineralogioal coUec- 
tMML Mr George Aadenon was appcnnted 
curator. He already pomeeeed a set o! speci- 
mens illnstraUTe of the geol<wy of a large 
district, and he hoped, with the help of Mr 
William Stables, Oawdor OwUe; the Bey. Mr 
Qordon, of Bimie, and other 'friends, to make 
a complete set of British flora, all properly 
named and ananged, and embracing about 
2000 specimens. 

May 11.— The steamers advertised for the som- 
mer milin^ on Loch-Ness bore the names of 
"Helen Macgregor" and "Bob Boy." Gantain 
Turner was in command of the "Helen Mao- 
and Osptain Munro of the "Bob 



ET' 



M^ 18. — ^The workmen engaged in repairing 
Dornoch Oathedral raised up a few days before 
a handsome stone coffin, which was found 
buried in the choir. Some of the bones were 
entire, and coTered with fragments of leather, 
which led to the belief that leather had been 
used as a winding sheet. The body of the 
coffin was lormed of one entire stone, and its 
lid iA another. On the outside of the latter 
was cut the figure of a knight and oi a lion 
couchsnt The remains were supposed to be 
those of Biehard Mbnay, brother of Bishop 
Gilbert Murray, slain at £mbo in a battle with 
the Danes in 1245. 

May 23.— A corret^KMident giyes a lamentable 
account of destitutioD in the Island of Lewis. 
The weather then (and elsewhere) had been 
very bad throughout the spring. Eyen in 
Apnl then una nail, frost, and snow, accom- 
panied by cutting gales from the north-east. 
It was computed that in the Lews TOO head 
of stock, induding horses, had died, besides 
sereral thousand sheep. Scarcely any lambs 
had sunriyed. 'The part which has suffered 
most is the perish of Baryas, where almost 
500 cattle died, exdusiye of sheep. The 
islsnd is reduced to a state of dearth and 
descrfation that is heart-rending to c<Hitem- 
plate." A fund was raised in Edinburgh to 
torward meal and potatoes. 

Ibid.— The estate of Lakefield was mAd to Min 
Eraser, Bniiach, at the upset price of £8000. 

June 1.— The death of the Duke of Gordon, 
prominent in his father's lifetime as the Mar- 
quis of Huntly, is announced. Bom in Feb- 
ruary 1770, he was sixty-six years of age. 
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"The Duke of Gordon was in appearance and 
deportment the very beau ideal of a British 
nobleman, and notwithstanding all recent 
political divisions and bitterness, he con- 
tinued 'Cock of the North/ and with Whig 
and Toiy was still the most popular peer in 
Scotland. He was generous, affable, and high 
spirited. He possessed an ineocbaustible fund 
of gaiety and good humour, and was the life 
of all festive parties." The Duke was mar- 
ried to Elizabeth, daughter of Alexander 
Brodie of Amhall, but without issue. Thus 
the title for a time became extinct. "The 
Earl of Aboyne (bom June 28, 1761), though 
a very distant relative, succeeds to the ancient 
title of Marquis of Huntly. The princely resi- 
dence of Qordon Gastle and landed property of 
the value of £30,000 per annum, go to the 
Duchess-Dowager of Richmond, his Qraoe's 
eldest sister, and on her decease to her de- 
scendants, in whose family it is entailed." 
The Duke died in London, but his remains 
were conveyed to the North, and interred in 
Elgin CbthedraL 

June 8.— 'The General Assembler of the Church 
of Scotland censured one of its ministers be- 
cause he had attended a public dinner given 
at Glasgow to Daniel O'OonnelL 

June 15. — ^This issue contains a long and inter- 
esting report of the funeral of tne Duke of 
Gordon, which took place on Friday, 10th 
June. The remains were conveyed with great 
ceremonial from Gordon Gastle to Elgin 
Cathedral. It was computed that at least 
8000 persons were present. The account 
closes with the statement that the Duke had 
left to his widowed Duobess £80,000 in money 
on the estate, and £5000 a ve^r (or life, with 
Huntly Lodge as a jointure house. 

June 22. — At the Inverness anniversary of the 
Northern Missionary Society, the collection 
amounted to £30 1m 4d, and subscriptions to 
£18 14s 8d—total, £49 lis. 

Jione 29.— It is announced that the principal part 
of the fortune of the late Sir William Fettes, 
including the estate of Redcastle, and amount- 
ing in all to about ^400,000, is to be appro- 
priated to the foundation of an educational 
establishment to be called the Fettes Institu- 
tion. A few other bequests, of comparatively 
smaU amount, were left in the will. 

July 6. — ^The establishment of a daily mail to 
Inverness by the Highland road from Perth 
had long been desiml, but was only now 
granted. The service began on 5th July. An 

24 
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adyertiieiiieDi infonni the public that the 
mail coach "will leave the George and Star 
Hotels, Perth, every eTeniiiff at nine o'clock, 
and reach InTemeas at half-pait ten o'clock 
a.iiL ; will also leave the CS&ledonian and 
Royal Hoteb, IhTemees, every morning at 
niiM o'dodc, and arrive at Perth at half-past 
ten o'clock p.m., thus performing the journey 
in 13^ hoflrs." In the case of the South-going 
mail, haU-an-hour was allowed at Dalw^nie 
for dinner. In consequence of the change the 
"Courier" waa now pubfished on Wednesday 
morning instead of Wednesday evening. The 
mail from Aberdeen remained as before. 
July 13.— There is an interesting article on im- 
proved travelling in the Highl^ids. Since the 
new Post-office arrangement, it is pointed out, 
a person might dine in Edinbui^gb one day and 
breakfast in Inverness tne next. ' The mail 
coach left Edinburgh at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, and reacned Inverness at half-past 
ten next morning. This expedition seemed 
extraordinary. It "would have seemed im- 
probable twenty years ago, and sixty jrears 
since would have been pronounced impossible." 
The writer recalls the experiences of travel- 
ling from Edinburgh by poet-chaise, which the 
older townsmen would remember. The first 
day the party dined at Kinross and supped at 
Perth; the next day they breakfasted at 
Inver, near Dunkeld; and so they proceeded 
by IdDoulineam, Blair, Dalwhinnie, &c., 'hus- 
banding the poor horses till, on the fifth mom- 
inff, if the vehicle held good, the party was 
safely deposited in t^is town." The remini- 
scences ol more recept times between Perth 
and Inverness are also amusing. "The Gde- 
donian ooach was, we believe, for some years 
a truly accommodating vehicle. The driver 
did not hesitate to give his passengers 'a blink 
of the afternoon' to discuss a bottle of port, 
or an extra tumbler of whisky punch, or to 
drive the vehicle a few miles off the road to 
oblige a lady, or an inquisitive tourist, who 
might happen to be a bit of an antiquary or a 
lover of the picturesque. At length, how- 
ever, the utilitarian principle came into active 
operation ; travelling began here, as elsewhere, 
to be syatematised, as time came to be con- 
sidered of greater value; and accordingly for 
the last ten years the Ghledonian coach, twice 
a week in winter and thrice in summer, wound 
its wav by rock and stream, through the de- 
files of Badenoch and the Grampians, and on 
'by the Tummel and Garry,' with the usual 
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plodding regoliiritj and expedition of a long 
<Mr heavy coach in any other part of the king- 
dom. During the summer and antiinm 
months it was crowded with tonriete and their 
Wg<^> A motley catalogue of guns, fishing 
rods, pointers, creels, and baskets. This use- 
ful yehicle, which in its day had tiie honour of 
introducing among our mountains some very 
distinguished individuals, including Southey, 
Sir Humphry Davy, and many other names 
eminent in literature and science, was with- 
drawn last week to make 'room fw a daily 
mail coach, spick and span new, with new 
guards in new liveries, and horses that find no 
difficulty, even at the ugly pass of Sloch- 
muich, in clearioff nine miles an hour. For 
this WB have to wank Lord Lichfield and the 
General PosUoffice.'* 

July 20.— A paragrmh records the unexpected 
death of the Rev. Donald Fraser^ of Kirkhill, 
w\bich occurred oo the 12th inst. On the 
morning of that day Mr FftMer attended a 
funeral at Kiltarlity, and was returning home 
in a gis driven by a boy, when the horse 
stumbled^ and he was thrown from his seat 
Mr Fraser did not seem to be seriously hurt, 
but he grew worse during the afternoon, and 
expired the same evening at eleven o'clock. 
He had burst a blood vessel. "The deceased 
was a highly popular clergyman, of great 
talent, kaming, and eloquence, and of accom- 
plished manners. There was scarcely a pulpit 
within the wide circle of the Northern Coun- 
ties Id which his virtues were not ralogised 
last Sunday, in language whioh came finom the 
heart, and awakened lundred emotions oo the 
part of the congregation." The deceased was 
in the 54th year of his age, and succeeded his 
father as mmister of the parish of KiiUuU 
in 1802. 

Ibid.--Tbe Sbeep and Wool Market took place 
the previous week. 'Thursday and Friday 
were the appointed days, but it was Saturday 
before the Ariacspal lots changed owners, or 
any idea of the prices likely to prevail could 
be obtained." The market was thus settling 
into the position which still exists, except 
that Tbursday has lonff been a mere nominal 
day. The market of U36 was good both for 
sheep and wool. On Cheviot wedders there 
was an advance over the previous year of from 
16 to 20 per cent., and on lambs of from Is to 
2s per head. On ewes, Cheviot and black- 
faced, there was a slight fall. On the best 
clips of Cheviot wo(d tnere was a riee of from 
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4a to ^ per stone. Pricei are quoted ai fol- 
lows: — Cheviot iredden, 248 to 31s 6d; 
ewes, 16s to 19s ; lambsi, 9s to 14s ; bUckfaoed 
wedders, 16s to 21s; ewes, 9s to 12s; lambs, 
88 6d to lis. Wool— laid blackfaced, 10s to 
22b per sftone of 24 lbs. ; unlaid, 12s 6d to 
14s. Unwashed cross-bx^, 12b 6d to 14s; 
washed, 14s to 16s. Unwashed CSievioi, ITs 
to 18s ; wa.shed, 21e to 25s. The inns, we are 
told, were crowded before all former example. 
Public ordinaries were held in the Oaled<Hiian 
and Royal Hotels, and there was a talk of 
combining tliem in the Northern Meeting 
Rooms. It was also suggested that there 
should be a register of buyers and seUere, that 
they might be able more easily to pick one 
another up. 

July 27. — It is announced that Mr Edward 
Lllice, junior, had witlidrawn fpom the iposi- 
tion of prospective candidate for the Inver- 
ness Burghs, as it was his object to stand for 
the Fife Burghs, and with every prospect of 
success. Mr Roderick Macleod of OsdboU, 
then member for Sutherland, *'a long-tried and 
oonsistent friend of LiB^al principles,'' offered 
himeelf as a candidate for the Inverness 
Burghs. 

August 10. -nA. young man, a sailor, was found 
stabbed on the river bank, above the Stone 
Bridge, and died of his wounds. Inquiries 
led to the arrest of a youth named Mackin- 
tosh, nicknamed Sheely, who is described as 
a prowler. There had been a scufflle in the 
Haugh, in which soldiers and sailors were con- 
cerned, and Mackintosh was aocnsed of having 
used a clasp-knife. 

August 17. — ^A' petition was presented in the 
House of Commons by Sir George Sinclair for 
the institution of a Qaelio Pr^essorship in 
ome, at least, of the Soottish UniversitieB. It 
was signed by 500 persons resident in London 
and its suburbs. Many years, however, were 
to pass before a Celtic chair was founded, not 
by Qovemment, but through the efforts of IVo- 
fesBor Blackie. 

August 31. — ^Major Gumming Bruce of DuophaJl 
announces that he intends at next election to 
withdraw from the representation of the In- 
verness Burghs. The candidate in the Con- 
servative interest was to be Mr Randoll Mac- 
kenzie» yr. of Scatwell, who had attained his 
majority a year before. At the election of 
January 1835 the contest was very close. Con- 
servatives polling 344 and Libenils 340. The 
"Courier" urges that at the next contest both 
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parties should endeavour to lessen the ex- 
penses. "The former struggle/' it is said, 
"cost Major Gumming Bruce and Mr Ellioe 
about £1500 eacfarHi sum whiob' seems far too 
high considering the number of the constitu- 
ency. We know it is argued that the money 
so ipeot circulates among the commimity and 
ben&ts part of them; but we question 
whethw any working man was ever made rich 
by such profusion, which strikes at tho purity 
of election, and has a strong tendency to in- 
duce idleness and immorality." 

Ibid. — ^Two public dinners are reported at 
length. One was givoD at Inverness to Mr 
Chiles Macdougall, advocate, who had been 
appointed to a post in British Quiana. The 
other was given at Elgin to Sir Andrew Leith 
Hay, M.P. for the Elgin District of Burghs. 

September 7. — "Died la^y at Braemoray, John 
Boss, aged fifty, a tenant on Lord Moray's 
property in the district, known as ' Big John.' 
He was the tamest and stoutest man in all that 
country, being 6 feet 8 incbee in height, and 
proportiooately well built and powerful." 

Ibid.— At the County Registration Court, Sheriff 
Tytler was called upon to decide the question 
whether electors in Qrantown shouki vote in 
the county of Inverness. Tne liberal party 
objected to these votes on the ground that the 
district was insulated from the main body of 
the county, and ought to form part of tbe com- 
bined oouAties of Nairn and Moray for the 
purposes of the Reform Act. The decision de- 
pended mainly on the question whether a farm 
called Laggan was in the county of Inverness 
or the county of Moray. After a lon^ hearing 
Sheriff Tytler held that the alleged duijunction 
of the Qrantown district from tiie bulk of In- 
verness-shire had not been sufficiently estab- 
lished. 

September 21.— The price of the "Courier/* like 
the price of other newsp^ers, had been until 
now seveopence per copy. With the reduc- 
tion of the stan^) duty it was now reduced to 
^d. In a note the editor says— ''The stamp 
duty was formerly 4d, with twenty per cent, 
discount ; it is now a penny without discount ; 
and if our readers will take tbe trouble of cal- 
culating the difference, comparing the above 
with our fonner scale of charges, they will 
find that, besides the abatement of duty, they 
have an advantage of better than six per cent. 
The London weekly papers, and those of liver- 
pool, have fixed their price at flvepence. 
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In Scotiaadi however, foarpenoe-halfpennT it 
the almost nnivenal charge, and we cheerfiilly 
go akmg with our brethren in this reduced 
price, trusting and confidently anticipatkig 
that by increaaed sales and diminished risk 
and e^Mndituce, we shall ultimately find our- 
aelrea remunerated for the immediate loss." 
The siae of the ps|>er consisted, as before, of 
four PW«> tix columna to the page, by-and- 
bye a uttla widened and lengthened. Ap- 
parently fears had been expressed that the re- 
duction of newspsjpers to the price of ^d 
would endanger their tone and character I 
The editor gravely says — '^e do not think 
there is any inclination among the great bod^ 
of the people for dc^Muved sources of inteUi- 
gence or objects of excitement. They are de- 
siroQs, as we hope they will ever be, to possees 
information on all public questions, but the 
national mind, like the national commerce, is 
in a sound and healthy state. We do not fear 
any influx of worthless publications to injure 
the morals of the peopleL" 

Ibid.— The remains of the youngest daughter of 
the late Glei^arry were interred on the pre- 
vious Friday m tne family burying-ground at 
Invergany, on the banks of Loch-Oich. The 
young chief was the principal mourner, 
dressed in Highland costume, and other rela- 
tives and friends were present. The coffin 
was brought by steamer from Glasgow to one 
of the locks near the buiving-ground. ''The 
efifect of the scene, after the coffin was taken 
from the vessel, and conveyed bv the dana- 
men, amidst the wild music and the wilder 
hiUs and glena ol the country, waa highly im- 
pressive, especially to the English ladies and 
gentlemen, passengers in the vessel, who for 
the first time witnessed a solemnity ol the kind 
in the Hifhlands." 

September 28.— There is a long report of the 
trial of the young man Mackinitosh, charged 
with having murdered a sailor by vtabbing 
him. He was found guilty, with a recom- 
mendation to mercy, on account of his youth 
(twenty-one). Sentence of death was passed, 
but was afterwards conunuted to transporta- 
tion for life. 

Ibid.— '"We are glad to learn that the pontage 
charged to foot-passengers, strangers, passing 
the bridges of the town, is to he done away 
with in future. A resolution to this effect was 
passed at the Town Oouncil yesterday." 

Ibid.— On Friday, the 9th inst., the Marquis of 
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Hontly (until the death of the Duke oi Gor- 
don, Earl of Aboyne) paid a Yisit to the Qlen- 
gany property which h» had recently pur- 
chaaed. The tenantty presented him with an 
addresi. There was a dinner at InTcrgarry 
Inn. 

October 5.— Foblic dinners to Mr George Traill 
and Sir George Sinclair, M.P., were giren at 
Tborso, and are reported. There was also a 
political meeting at Inverness to hear an 
address from Mr Madeod of QidboU, M.P. 

Ibid. — At a meeting at Forres it was agreed to 
form a company to introduce gas into the 
town. The old gaol at Forres, "which was 
long ago condemned ae unsafe," had just been 
taken down to make room for a new structure. 

October 12.— A fatal accident occurred on Ben- 
Nevis. Three young men had climbed the 
mountain and wen coming down. One of 
them, Samuel Maodonell, Fort-William, who 
had been frequently on the Ben, began to slide 
along certain parts of the skpe. The grsjs, 
however, was slippery, and the young man, 
gathering momentum, lost the power of stop- 
ping, and Ms foot striking a stone, he was 
thrown headk>ng into a ravine and killed. The 
accident and its accompaniments— «nch as the 
search for the body by torchlight— make an 
impressive story. 

October 19.-— The county of Ross solicited the 
Government to turn part of Fort-George into 
a penitentiary for the use of the Northern 
Counties. "In the present state of the prisons 
of the North of Scotland," the report ran, 
"confinement within them is productive not oi 
good but of unmixed evil to the community; 
while the puUic is abo subjected to a very 
heavy expense, which wcMild be greatly 
diminished by the conversion of such part of 
Fort-George into a Penitentiary as woold 
make the change a gainful one even in a 
pecuniary sense, although that benefit be of 
much less importance than the moral good 
which would result fhmi it." The same meet- 
ing resolvea to renew an application for pladng 
a mail curricle on the road from Dingwall to 
Lochcarron. 

October 26.— The steamer "Duchess of Suther- 
land," placed on the route between London 
and Inverness, was to discontinue plying after 
14th November until Febraary. "How far its 
voyages have hitherto remunerated the pro- 
prietors we cannot say, but the public have 
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been great gainers by the ipeculatioo." It u 
obeerred that panengers oould now take a trip 
from the Thames to Invemeea with aa much 
eaae aa they coald formerly nil to Margate. 

NoTember 2.^There it a long report of a public 
dimier given to Lord Qlenelg in the Northern 
Meeting Rooma. Mr Macpherson-Qruit of 
BalUndalloch was in the chair. The company 
numbered about 260, and included many 
county gentlemen. Lord Qlenelg ddiTered an 
eloquent and powerful speech in defence of the 
policy of the Reform QoTenment. 

November 2 and 9. — ^There wse keen excitement 
at the XhTemeas municipal election this year. 
Of eij^t members elected to the Gbuncil six 
were Conserratives. Provost Fraaer was de- 
feated in the First Ward. One of the repre- 
sentatives in the Second Ward, however, de- 
clined to accept office, and Provost Fraaer was 
elected without opposition. In the meantime 
it occurred to some persons that the Provost 
had no occasion to retire from the Oouncil in 
the first instance, aa by statute he was em- 
powered to serve for not less than three years, 
and he had been re-elected to the chair only 
the year before. The dispute lasted for several 
weeks. In the end Mr John Fex^son was 
elected Provost, and Mir Fraser retiied from 
the Oouncil. The heat involved in course 
of the controversy almost led to blows. 

November 9. — ^Dr John Smith wse elected Pro- 
vost of Nairn, Dr ToUoch Provx>st of Fortrose, 
and Mr William Dickson Provost of Forres. 

November 16. — ^A great Conservative demonstra- 
tion in Ross-shire is reported in this issue to 
the extent of nine and a-half cokimns— « large 
proportion of a four-page newspaper. Tlie 
gathering took the form of a dinner which was 
•held at Invereordon, in a flax factory at one 
end of the village. The attendance numbered 
247 persons. Mr Duncan Davidson of Tulloch 
was in the chair, and the croupiers were 
Colonel Munro of Teaninich and Mr John Hay 
Mackenzie of Cromartie. Mr Wilton, <^ the 
Caledonian Hotel, Inverness, purveyed an en- 
tertainment which must have taxed his re- 
sources, but for which he received great credit. 
A ship-load of provisions was brouorht from In- 
verness. **When the tables wore laid out, the 
people were admitted to take a view of .the 
place ; and when the whole was over the dif- 
ferent soups that remained were again wanned 
and distributed, with bread, among hundreds 
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of poor penoiu. The diimer emivaced ererj 
▼aiiety uid delicacy, induding a plentihil sup- 
ply of game from hill and mofMr." The great 
topic <^ the epeaking ynm the defence of 
Church and State. 

November 23.— The Rey. David Oamphell, kite 
of Qlenlyon, wae inducted aa pastor of the 
East (SMirch. Mr Robert Ross was elected 
ProTost of Cromarty. Mr Hugh Innee Came- 
ron was ce-elected Provost of Dingwall. The 
latter was also entertained to a public dinner. 

December 7.— Ai meeting of Oonmiissionero of 
Ghqpply was held at Tain to discuss the state 
of the Ross-shire jails. The great giievanoe 
was that civil dl^ytors and Excise piisoDers 
were carried past the Dingwall prison and 
lodged in the prison at Tain, which was quite 
unfit for their aocommodati<»L Scottish 
prisons generally wero still utterly inadequate 
either for security or clasaification. 

December 28.— A short account is given of a 
series of sdentific lectures which had been de- 
livered in the Academy Hall by a qualified 
leotnrer, Mr Keir. The course embraced 
optics and geology, and alao phrenology, wihich 
was at that time engaging attention. There 
were four lectures on geology, with illustrar 
tions. 
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No. xm. 

The year 1887 wu notable for the death 
ol King William TV. and the aoceasion of 
Queen Victoria. Political feeling at the 
time ran high. A bye-election waa caused 
in Boea-ehire by the appointment ol Seaforth 
at Goremor of Ceylon, and in the contest 
which followed, the Oonserratiye candidate, 
Mr Hackenaie of Appleoross, won the seat 
by a laige majority. At the Qeneral Eleo- 
tio>!i which ensned on the accession of the 
new Borereign, Applecross retained the seat 
without a ocmtest, and The Chisholm again 
defeated Mr Grant of Glenmoriston in the 
Connty of Jnvemen. In the Bnrghs, Mr 
Madeod of OsdboU secured the repreeenta- 
tion for the Whifs, but not by a large ma- 
jority. It ia onnous to find that Forres was 
then the moat Ccmaerratire burgh of the 
groim. Tliis year there was great distress 
in the Western Highlands ancTlslands, and 
Bubaoriptiona lor their relief were raised 
througnoot the country. In the Inremess 
Town Oouncil parties were Tory closely 
dirided, and the angry spirit which had re- 
cently been eadiibited found fresh illustra- 
tion. 

From tlu '*/nvenMM Courier." 

1857. 

January 4.— Th* death is recorded ol Chtptain 
Aleiander Clazk, for Tears master of the 
smack Fame, trading between London and 
the Northern ports. Gsptain Clark had an 
adyentarons career. He was bom at Covesea, 
in Morayshire, in 1760, and at the age of 
tweWe wss pressed into the navsl serrioe. He 
served on board the Fortitude lin&of-battfe- 
ship under Admiral Paiker, and was present 
at several engagements (among othens with the 
Dntch in 1781 off the Dogger Bank), and snb- 
seqnently in the American war. On returning 
to Scotland he became master of a ''free trade" 
logger, but ultimately gave it up for moie 
regular service. As master of the smack 
Fame, he enjoyed great respect and con- 
fidence. An anecdote illustrates his brave 
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character. "Whila sailing betweea London 
and Invemen, off the coast of Aberdenii a 
large French privateer hove in sight, and im- 
mediately gave chase, which he no sooner 
observed than be forthwith prepared for action, 
ordering his men to the gone, andi a party of 
soldiers, who were fortunately on board, to 
armfli The Frenchman, on perceiving that 
there was every appearance of his reoeiving a 
warm reception, sheered off, to the great morti- 
fication bc^ of soldiers and eeamen. The cool 
and resolnte conduct be displayed on this occa- 
sion was taken honourable notice of at Lk^'s 
office, where an aoooont d the matter was 
posted.'* Osptain Clark died at Ohromacty. 

Ibid.— "On the 11th November, at Strone-Nevis, 
near Fort- William, Evan Macmillan, aged one 
hundred yearn. This veteran, the oldest 
pMHsoner in Great Britain, entered the army 
in 1768, and was severely wounded at the 
battle of Quebec under Qeneral Wolfe, in con- 
sequence of which he became an oDt-pensioner 
of Ohelsea Hospital, and continued so for the 
period of sevens-five years. He retained all 
his faculties, except his eyesigbt, to the kst 
He need to give a distinct account of the siege 
of Fort-William, by the army of Prince 
Charles in 1746, and of other events of that 
interesting period, which he had witnessed." 

Ibid. — ^Infiuensa was raging at this time in the 
North of Scotland It m stated that in Aber- 
deen and Banff business was almost suspended 
for a time. In a subsequent issue it is stated 
that the epidemic had reached Inverness, and 
was veiy severe. 

January 18. — An old womui named Isobel NoUe, 
better known as Ishbel Mbor, or Big Isobel, 
died at the Maggot, Inverness, on the 11th 
inst. She was tom the year after the battle 
oi Oolloden, near the fatal field. She was a 
bit of a character, and her poctialt was painted 
by a local artist, Mr Madnnee, Chapel Stxeet. 
Isobel was tall, one eyed, and remarkably 
'•plain." 

Ibid.— llie North Church, Inverness, was opened 
on the previous Sabbath, wlien the Rev. Mr 
Cook preached. It is stated that the church 
had onlv been commenced about six months 
previously, and was now nearly finished, and 
about tiiree-fourths of the sittings takoL 
The Rev. Archibald Cbok, then at Reay, was 
soon afterwards called as minister. 

Ibid.~''Died, at Inverness, on the 11th inst., 
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aged 62« Mr Walter Manns Haptist ndniBter, 
\oog known in the Hlghlauk and Uandi of 
Scotland aa a faithfvl and laboxioai preachar 
of the Qotpel." 

January 25. — "Jhib increaaed oommnnication be- 
tween Inyemcai and the other Northern Obnn- 
tiea it itrikingly illoatrated by the fact that 
the Ferry at Keeaock, near tlua town, which 
about twenty-five yean ago need to be kt for 
£150 per annum, now drawa io a rent of £800 
a year." 

February 1.— A meeting waa held in Edinburgh 
to take into oonaidexation the deatitute con- 
dition of a large part of tlie Weatem High- 
landa and laUoda. The orop of 1835 had been 
bad, and the crop of 1836 atill wone, oanaing 
great diatreaa. It waa atated that one pro- 
prietor had provided auppKea to the amount ct 
£1500. Beportaoftbeomoditionof affaire were 
given from Skye, Lochbroom, the Long laland, 
kc. The meeting reaolved to appeal for aub- 
icriptiona in England aa well aa Scotland. 

Ibk).— The "Oaaette" of January 24th announced 
the elevation of Thomaa Alexander I^aaer of 
liovat to the peerage, "by the name, atyle, and 
title of Baroo Lovat of Lovat, in the county of 
Invemeaa." On hia lordahip's return to the 
NorUi a few weeka later, the event waa cele- 
brated with great rejoicinga. 

Ibid.— On the 26tb of January the Rev. Alex- 
ander Fraaer, of Oawdor, waa inducted aa 
miniater of Kirkhill, io aucceaaion to hia 
father, the late Donald! Fraaer. 

February 15.— In a recent boat accident in the 
neighbourhood of Duovegan, in Skye, thirtaen 
hvea wwe loat. '*A meeting had been called 
by the miniater to receive information on the 
deatitute atate of hia poor pariabionera, ao 
widely acattered over that rugged country. 
After it had concluded a party, conaiating of 
fifteen peraona, left in a boat. In endeavour- 
ing to paaa a rock near tbia ahore the boat 
atruck ; aeveral tried to heave it off the rock, 
but the boat oapaiaed, and thirteen peraona, 
twelve men and a woman, were drowned. The 
remaining two eacaped, cme by clinging to an 
oar, and the other, a female, by getting on a 
rock, whoDce ahe waa removed after the atorm 
had Bubaided." 

February 22.~There ia an account of the financial 
retuma of the ateamer Ducheaa of Sutherland, 
plying between the Moray Firth and London. 
The firat aeaaon yidded a profit of only £196 
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156 4^, and this wm regarded aa rather dit- 
couragiDg. The vessel had been kept on too 
long, namely, from March to November, and 
it was intended to shorten the seaaon, thongh 
hegiiming this year in March. The ez|K>rt of 
live stock had proved profitable to agricnltnr- 
ists, but was oot suffikuent in amount to be 
satisfactory to the company running tha 
steamer. The freight was accordingly to be 
advanced. 

Ibid.-^ violent gale from the south-west visited 
the district the previous Bafaorday. 'In the 
County Buildings here no leas than twenty -one 
panes of glass were Uowo in, while it was 
dangerous to walk the streets^ in coosequence 
of the fall of slates, chimney-tops, Ac., from 
the roofs of the houses. In the counly many 
thatched cottages were completely unroofed, 
and fences, haystacks, and outbuildings 
tiirown down. 

Ibid.— Operatiomp had been resumed at the lead 
mines of Strontian. From two to three hun- 
dred persons were employed. 

March 1. — ^A deplorable account is given of the 
state of destitution prevailing among the 
people of SkyCL ** The unfavourable weather 
destroyed their peats, and they have neither 
money nor opportunities to purchase coals or 
wood. In this extremity the poor people have 
lately in some places been driven to cooHime 
their turf huts and cottages foc> fire. They 
meet and draw lots whose house ia to be taken 
down for fuel, and afterwards in the same 
manner determine which of their number is 
to maintain the poor family deprived of their 
luHne. Almost shut op by the stonny 
elements, crowding round their miserable fire 
thus scantily and painfully supplied— and with 
only, at long intervals, a handful of oatmeal 
or potatoes— we know not that ihe history 
of the British people ever presented such pic- 
tures d severe unmitigated want and misery 
as are exemplified at this movement in the 
case of the poor Highlanders." 

March 8. — The shootings of Auchnasheen, 
Gabuie, and I>ochsmurckan, with the right of 
fishing oo Loch-Rosqiue and liOch-Fannidi, are 
advertised to let oo lease. *The moors," it 
is stated, "are well stodced with grouse, 
ptarmigan, and blackcock, and red deer mar 
be found at all times within the bounds, which 
extend to upwards of 16,000 acres, or twenty- 
five square miles." 
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Ibid.~11ie Toim OMUcil, by » majocitj of 11 
to 7 Totet, adopted a report on the subjact of 
Dr Andrew Bell'a endowment for ednoation. 
Tbey reaolTed to erect one principal acbool 
for the educAtion of all danee, and aereral 
local ecboole for tbe education of the poor. 
The minoritT were in farour of aome anange- 
ment with the Academy. 

March 2S.— A pnUic meetiog waa held in Inrer- 
neaa, under the anapioea of the Town Council* 
to aaaiit in raiasng f onde for the relief of dia- 
treaa in the Western Highlands and lalaadi. 
ProToat Fergnaon waa in the chair, and liberal 
rabecriptiofia were announced. A committee 
in Aberdeen had alao arranged for a supply of 
meal and oata. Hie morement became 
general. 

A^il 6. — ^The appointment is announced of Mr 
J. A. Stewart MM^ensie of Seaforth to be 
Ooyernor of Oejlon. This created a racancy 
in the Parliamentary rq^reaentation of the 
county of Ross, and two candidates were al- 
ready in the field. Mr William Markenine of 
Muirton came forward in the Whig interest, 
and M^ Thmnas Mackenaie of Applecroas came 
forward on behalf of the OoneeryatiYee. 

Ibid.— The new Catholic CSiapel in Hnntly Street 
was opened on the prerious Sunday by Bishop 
Kyle, aasisted by the Rey. Messrs Rankin, of 
Badttioch, and lliomas Oiieholm, of Strath- 
glass. Among the congxegatioo on tbe open^ 
ing day were the two Sobieski Stuarta. The 
architect of the church was Mr Kobertson, 
Elgin. 

April 12. — ^The nomination of candidates for the 
representation of tiie county of Ross took place 
on the previous diay. Mr Hay Mackensie of 
Cromartie nominated Mr Mac^ensie of Apple- 
croas, and Mr Horatio Roes of Roasie eeoonded 
the motion. The nomination ol Mr Ma(&en- 
lie of Muirton was made by Beaf<Mth and 
seconded by GadboU. The report of the 
speeches on the occasion extends to 5^ news- 
paper cohmvDS. Mk- Gladstone,^ 'te extensive 
West Indian merchant," was' preeent, and 
being appealed to made some remarks in 
criticism of the policy of the Whig Qovem- 
ment The Conaenrative candSdate said he 
looked on the contest "not as between Gooser- 
Tatives and self-etyled liberals, but as a fierce 
atruggle between Protestantism and its hydra- 
headed enemies.** His opponmt replied that 
''he was opposed to Popery becanse he thought 
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it aa enemy to oiTil liberty ; boi he wi«hed to 
•ee it oYercome by mild maaoa— l^ the epread 
of education— And he thought, with Dr 
Chalmers, that Ptoteitantism waa beat anp- 
ported not by ooerdon but by epiritiial 
weapons." 

Ibid. — " We understand the extensive and beauti- 
ful Highland estate of Glenelg has just passed 
into the hands of a new proprietor. Lord 
Glenelg has disposed of it to James Evan 
BaiHie, Esq., formerly cme of the representa- 
tires for Bristol, and at present a banker and 
merchant in that city. Mr Baillie purdiased 
another Highland property in Badenoch from 
the kte Duke of Gordon. Hie estate of Glen- 
elg is said to have been sold for £77,000." 

Apnl 19. — The contest in Ross-shire resulted in 
faYOur of the ConservatiTe candidate. The 
poll stood— For Mr Mackenzia <^ Applecross, 
307; for Mr Mackenzie of Muirton, 196; 
majority for Applecross, 111. At the previous 
election Seaforth, aa the Whig candidate, had 
a majority of 40. In the same issue there is a 
report of a public dinner given to Seaforth at 
DUigwall (m his appointment as Governor of 
Oeylon. 

Ibid.^A number of subscribecs had made ar- 
rangements with the Magistrate* and Town 
Council to form a reading-room on the ground 
floor of the Town Hall. Certain improve- 
ments were to be made oo the building, and 
mtil these were oompleted the subsoribers 
were allowed the use of the Northern Meeting 
Rooms. 

April 26.— Echoes of the Roes^hixe election 
appear in this number. Hie chief factor in 
winning the seat appean to have been the 
Protestant feeling aroused by the dergy. 

Ibid.— There is a summary of the annual report 
of the Parliamentary C^Hnmissioners for High- 
land Roadi and Bridges. One of the eubjects 
was the recent establishment of the mail coach 
on the Higfhland road. "The adaption of this 
mangement, by which twenty hours in the 
coarse of the Northern poet are saved, has 
heea prindpally owing to the recent improve- 
ments at the Pass of Slochmuich, which has 
heretofore presented the most serious obstade 
on the line. The obstruction experienced by 
the mail from snow in the past winter has 
been immaterial, oompaied with that sustained 
in the far more populons Southern aod West- 
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cm diftricto of Gnttb Britaiir, «&d wm, in 
facty little htyood what, it may be aQticip«ted» 
will be remored by the experience of two or 
three aeaaona. The Cbmmisiioiien appear to 
feel enoonngeii by this raenlt, aa piodoctiTe 
of a moat important benefit to the coontiy, 
and conflrmatcwy of the correctneM of the 
Tiewa with which a rarrey of the hig^hland 
line and the adjacent district waa directed." 
This aurrey was earned out by Mr Joseph 
liitchelL In course of the year a stone bridge 
of three arches over the river Oidh at Aber- 
chalder had been completed. 

Ibid.— A steeplechase, sweepstakea five sove- 
reigns each, was ozganised by officers at Fort- 
Qeorge. The course was a circuit of three 
mUes in the neighbourhood of Inverness, the 
hones starfSng and finishing in the same field. 
'It included upwards of twenty leaps, five 
roads, three brooks, eight laUow fields, and 
a beautiful run-iii over grass laid for the last 
quarter of a mila" The race waa won in little 
more than ten minotea. The winner was 
Oaptain Towne's Tramp, which <*wa0 jo<^yed 
in splendid style by Obtain Dnberly, and did 
not make a single mistate throughout the 
race." During the season there hiul beeo a 
good deal of coursing. 

May 3.~It is stated that the Duchess-Countess 
ol Sutheriaad is providing relief and assistance 
for 3000 persoQS on her estate. 

Ibid.— Mr John Edwards, Sheriff-Substitute, had 
reoentiy beeo appointed Receiver-General of 
Jamaioa. Before his departure a handiiomft 
silver epergne was presented to him as a maik 
of respect. It bore the following inscription : 
— ^"Presented by landowners and inhabitants 
of the county aad royal burgh of Inverness, to 
Jdhn Edwards, Esquire, Principal Sherifl- 
Substitote of Invamess-shire, in testimony of 
their approbation of his conduct and character 
as a Judge, their respect for his talents, their 
esteem for bis private virtnesi — 29th April 
1837." The pla^ was accompanied by an 
address, and the presentation was made by 
Mackintosh of Mackinto^ At the AprU 
oouoty meeting a resolution was also passed 
bearing testimony to the 'seal, ability, in- 
tegrity, and great legal knowledge,** which Mr 
Edwards had displayed in his administration 
of the civil and criminal business of the 
ooaa^. 
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Ibid. — A BOdaH clay image wa« discoyered on the 
margin of a stream near Inverness. ''In the 
forehead is placed a needle, mo far into the 
head; and several pins and needles garnish 
this lower parts of the figure. The body and 
arms are fastened to the head by means of red 
silk threads, disposed in equal numbers on 
each side." This was a vindictive form of 
supei'Atition, of which exiampks have been 
found at a mncb more recent date. 

May 10.— The Sy^iod of Ross and the Synod ot 
Moray both petitioned against the bill for the 
abolition of Church rates in England. 

Ibid. — ^There i» a notice of a "remarkable 
pamphlet" by Mr Rowland Hill, advocating 
the establishment of a penny post. The facts 
and figures are carefully noted and discussed. 

May 17.— By <;he death of a Magistrate, Bailie 
Stalker, a vacancy had been created in the 
Town Oouncil. The membership of the 
Council was thus equally divided between 
Tories and Whigs, ten on each side. The 
election of a Councillor ad interim revived a 
slumbering feud. The Conservatives put for- 
ward as their candidate Mr David Rose, the 
Whigs Mr Kenneth Douglas. The Conaerva- 
tives, however, it was evident, would have the 
caating vote of the Provost, and accordingly 
the teo Reform candidates absented them- 
selves from the meeting. The other ten, how- 
ever, met and declared Mr Rose elected. A 
lawyer was |Kresent and entered a protest. 

Ibid.— A letter is published, written by Alezsoder 
Gray, a drover in Sutb^land in 1739, de- 
scribing an attempt to take cattle from him 
near Inverness. He wa« on his way to Crieff 
fair with "a great drove.'* A body of men at 
Lochashie endeavoured to seouie a share, offer- 
ing even to take "half-a-dozen or thereby," and 
diaturb him no more. The attempt was made 
in the darkness of the night. Gray and bis 
assistants, however, refused, and waiting till 
morning they seoot an express to Inverness to 
borrow anns from gentlemen of their acquaint- 
ance. "Upon our obligation to return the 
arms or pay iheir value, go^ a fine caise of 
hulsters, mounted with bran, a single hulster, 
likewise mounted with brass, and a side 
pisstoU, mounted with silver, which our 
drovers carried in as privat a manner as pos- 
sible, meaning nothing but our own defence 
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from the freqaaat attact* of ihoae thieret who 
{tm it appears to ui) an the only people 
allowed bj the militaiy to cany amw. This 
pvecantion had the desyred effect, and we pio- 
ceeded with our Gattlei On our xetora home 
our drivers who carried pisitolls were seiied 
by Colin Osmpbell, serjeaat in Obptain Obaip- 
bell off Oarrigys Cbmpany, logeing at Biren 
in Badeooch, and took away Uie pietoOe and 
threatened to putt themselTee in prison." 
This, it will be observed, was seven yean be- 
fore the battle of CuUoden. 

June 7.~The two preceding files are absent. It 
ii aanoQooed cm this date that a new ooadi» 
<*The Highlander/' was to run firom Inver- 
gwdon to Tain. A conv^anoe bad also began 
to run to Strathpeffer. Coach trayelling, we 
are told, had lately made rapid strides in the 
Highlands. A mail curricle had been mnoing 
through the Great Glen since October. 

June 14. — ^The editor begins a series of interest- 
ing ''Notes on the Road." The first desoribss 
the county from Inverness to Dingwall, indnd- 
ing Brahan Castle. The same issue eontauns 
the report of a dinner given at Stirling to Mr 
W. H. Oolquhoun, who was Sheriff-Substitute 
for the Western District of Perthshire, and 
had just been appointed principal Sheriff- 
Substitute of Inverness-shiie. 

June 21.— An interdict bad been obtained from 
Lord Cujuungham against further proceedings 
by the Inveroees Town Council until the 
vacancy recently created by one of the BaiUes 
was filled up and completed in terms of law. 
"The labours of ofor local representatives aie 
thus put to a stand for the present. We pre- 
sume the Bill of Suspension and Inteidict will 
be disposed of before the rising of the Oonrl 
next month; if not, the business of the 
Council may have to lie over until the annual 
election in November." 

Ibid.— The following paragraph is quoted from 
an Aberdeen newspaper: — ''In the year 1787 
the estate of Glengarry produced £800 a year; 
the present rental is upwaidSs of £7000. In 
1799 the estate of LastleSiill, in Inverness- 
shire, was sold under the authority of the 
Court of Session for £8000; in VM it pxo^ 
dnoed £80,000. In 1781 Glenelg, in Invemeaa. 
shire, produced an income of i^OO a yesr; in 
1798 i^ war sold for £30,000; in 1811 Lon) 
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Gtonelg gave £100,000 for it, and his lordslup 
lately sold it for £77,000. In 1777 Fairbnm 
jielded £700 a year; in 1824 it sold for 
£80,000. In 1790 Bedca«tle sold for £25,000; 
ID 1824 it aold for the large sum of £135,000. 
The rental of the estate of The Ohisholm waa 
£700 in 1783, and al present exceeds £5000 per 
ftnnom. In 1791 the rental of the Orkney 
Islands was £19,000; now they produce 
£70,000; and in 1760 the rental of Argyllshire 
was under £20,000, idow £192,000.*' There is 
a mistake in the above paragraph. In oror 
notes for 1824 it is stated that the Right JBon. 
Charies Grant (afterwards Lord Glenelg) 
bougbt the estate of Qlenelg in that year for 
£82,000; but it is added that a few yean 
preTiously the same estate fetched nearly 
£100,000. 

Ibid.— The oeremony of laying the foundatios^ 
stone of the inner basin of the new liarboor at 
Stotfield Point, Lossiemouth, took plaoe on 
the 16th inot. The stone was laid by Lieut.- 
Colonel James Brander of Pitgaveny, the pro- 
prietor of the site, with the assistance of the 
Trinity Lodge <^ Freemasons, and io presence 
of the (^airman and shareholders of the Har- 
bour Company, and representatives of the 
burgh of Elgin. 

Jone 28.— King William IV. died on the 20th 
inst., and was succeeded by Queen Victoria^ 
The young Queen's declaration on assuming 
the throne is described as ''one of the most 
affecting and admirable State documents ever 
penned." The proclamation of the new 
Sovereign was made at the Market Cross of 
Inverness by Sheriff Colquhoun in presence 
of the Magistrates and a large gathering of 
townspeople. The Duke of Cumberland be- 
came King of Hanover. 

Ibid.— "The fine estate of Qeam'es, in Easter 
Ross, has iMen purchased by Mr Murray, 
banker, Tain, for the sum of dB59,000.'' 

Ibid.— There is a description of the monument on 
Ben-Bhraggie to the memory of the first Duke 
of Sutherland, which was then in course of 
erectioin. It was subscribed for by the 
tenantcy, by whom the Duke was respected 
in no ordinary degree. The site is almost 
fourteen hunthed feet above sea-leveL The 
pedestal, seventy-six leet in height, was built 
from a design by Mr Bum. The stone was 
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excavated from a quarry of bard red aaadttoiie 
found on the apot. To crown thia magDifioent 
pedestal a itatoe ol eqnaUy gigantic propor- 
tiona ia in progres. A model of the figmw 
waa moulded by Chantrey, wbich containa an 
admirable likeneai of the late Duke, in an 
erect attitude, tm if ttanding to apeak, amyed 
in the toga or gown. iniia statue will be 
thirty feet in height, making with the pedestal 
an cleyation of a hundred and aix feet, and 
forming a conspicuoua landmark far and near» 
by sea and land, on botSb aides of the Moray 
Firth. The stone of which the statue will be 
composed ia found at Brora; it ia of drab 
colour, which gradually whitens on esqxiaure. 
The execution of this work baa been entrusted 
by Sir Francia Ohantrey to the akilful and 
practised hand of Mr llieakstone, who also 
constructed the monument to the Duke of 
Sutherland at Trentham, in Staffordahire. 
.... Although the model of Ohantrey is 
only four feet in height, and the statue will be 
thirty, every line and feature can be preserved 
by the most exact admeasuremmti and by 
mechanical procesaes which impose a check on 
eadi and aecure certainty to the whole.'* The 
same issue contains an aoconot of the improve 
ments effected on Dornoch Cathedral hf the 
Duchess of Smtherland, from deaigna by 
Ohantrey and Bwtn, 

Ibid. — ^*'A person ploughing in a field near Clash- 
more, county of Sutherland, on the 12th inst., 
turned up a wedge or bar of gold, about a 
quarter of an ind» in thickness, three inches 
long, and an inch and a-half in breadth. 
There is no engraving on the piece, but some- 
thing like a stamp appears on one side." 

July 6.-«-Lo!rd ODiuiingham recalled the inter- 
dict granted in the oaae of the Inverness Town 
OooDcil. His opinion on tue merits waa in 
favour of the validity of Mr Rose'a nomina- 
tion. 

Ibid.— Mr Innee of Sandside htm laid out con- 
siderable sums in constructing a harbour at 
his place, under the direction of Mr Bremner, 
engineer. 

July 12.— "The salmon fishing has lately proved 
▼ery productive in some of our Northern 
streams. In the river Beanly above a thou- 
sand salmon and grilse were taken in one 
night." 
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July 19.~Ab the Inverness Wool liarket, held 
the ptevious week, the trade in wool was 
paralysed by a recent ceyulsioo in the 
commercial world. Sheep, fortunately, 
were in more demand than the 
fleece. They were disposed of to the 
▼alne of £50,000 or £60,000 at fair 
prices. ''The most valuable lot of Cheviot 
sheep in the North, or perhaps in Scotland, 
was sold by Mr Houston, Kintradwell, to Mi 
Andrew Lamb, Liverpool, at £X 8s each for 
wedders, and 18s for ewes. The former is the 
highest by Is obtained at the market; last 
year the same stock of wedders were sdd for 
£1 lis 6d." The run of prices was itoted as 
follows: — Cheviot wedders, 19s to £1 8s; 
cross wedders, 18s to £1 4s; blackfacedl wed- 
ders, 13s to 16a; Cheviot ewes, 14s to 19s; 
cross ewes, 12s to 16s 6d; blackfaced ewes, 
8s to 12s ; Cheviot wedder lambs, lOs to 13s ; 
cross wedder lambs, 9s to lis; blackfaced 
wedder kunbs, 8s to 9s 6d. The attendance 
of buyers from the South was scarcely so 
large as the previous year, but the public 
or^naries were crowded. "The paucity of 
business was an inducement to prolong the 
festivities, and on Friday The Chisholm pre^ 
sented the company [at the Caledonian Hotel] 
with five dosen of claret.'' There was dis- 
cussion of a question which had been started 
the previous year, as to whether there should 
be an annual dinner in the Northern Meeting 
Kooms to accommodate the visitors at the 
two chief hotels, the Caledonian and Boyal. 
A deputation came from the latter to the 
festive party in the Caledonian to recommend 
the proposal, but the gathering there was in 
no mood to consent. ** To put an end to the 
confusion— for the room was very crowded 
and considerable excitement prevailed — ^The 
Chisholm proposed 'Gk>od Evening/ and 
the party broke up. It was remarked that the 
deputation was not bowed out, but drunk 
out!" Another proposal which had been 
mooted to draw up a register for the market 
was found to be impracticable. 

July 26. — ^Parliament was prorogued on the 17th 
inst., and dissolved the same evening. The 
Inverness Burghs were greatly excited over 
the contest between the Whig candidate, Mr 
Macleod of Owlboll, and his Conservative op- 
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poDMit, Mr If Ackenue, yr. of ScatwelL "The 
llagiitratei luYe thii evening ewom in oon- 
■tables to palrtd the itreets during the sight, 
bat we tniar there will be no oocaeion lor ^ir 
interference. . . . There are| unfortu- 
nately, aereral poor electon who, either from 
imbecility or intemperance, are unable to take 
care of themaelYee at rach a time as the pre- 
sent; and 9m they generally vote with the 
party who have them last in their possession 
before the poQ, they occasion a constant 
straggle between the riyal partisans. Let 
our respectable townsmen exert themselyes to 
preseire order, and secure to all freedom of 
thought and action/' It is announced that no 
opposition was to be made to tbe re-election 
of Mr llackenzie of Applecross for the ooanty 
of Ross. Sir Andrew Leith Hay was re- 
elected without opposition member far the 
Elgin Burghs. 

July 27.— A second edition of this date reports 
the nominations for the Inyemess Burghs. 
Mr Fraser of Abertarff nominated Mr Mac- 
leod of Osdboll, and Colonel John O. Ross of 
Stnthgarvo seconded. ProYost Ferguson pro- 
posed Mr Mackenaie, yr. of Scatwell, and Dr 
Munro seconded. There was warm contro- 
▼arsy about the Protestant oonstitutton of the 
coontiy. 

August 2. — ^The result of the contest in the 
barghs is recorded. The totals were— Mac- 
leod, 336 ; Mackenzie, 31V ; majority for Osd- 
boll, 19. It may be interesting to give the 
figures in the various barghs— Inyemess, 221 
for Mncleod, 192 for Mackenxie. Forres, 66 
for Macleod, 76 for Mackenzie. Nairn, 36 for 
Macleod, 26 for Mackenzie. Fortrose, 24 for 
Macleod, 26 for Mackenzie. Each side put 
forth its utmost efforts. 'Trom an appre- 
hension that attempts would be made, or con- 
tinuedi to carry off electors, the friends of Mi 
Madeod had men stationed during the pre 
tIous night at the different entrances to the 
town. ... It was understood that several 
electors were on board the Duchess of Suther- 
land steamer, in her passage from London; 
and as the vessel was expect'Cd to arrive 
during the afternoon, nuuiy an eye was turned 
towards the Moray Firth. About thr^e o'clock 
two gentlemen arrived in a poet-chaise, having 
left tho Ihichess' at Burghead, whence a 
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vehicle was in waiting to oonrey than to In- 
▼erness; they both polled for Mr ICackensie. 
Two supporters of Mr Madeod, who were on 
board, had preyionely gone ashore at Banff, 
bat could obtain no Tehide to convey them 
forward." A protest was read agsiost the 
return of CadbolL 

Ibid. — ^The Hon. William Howard was returned 
without oppoeition as member for the county 
of Sutherland. Mr Horatio Roes of Rossie 
was mei^ioned as a candidate for the dty of 
AbenSeen, but he was abroad at the time, and 
his party retired from the contest. Mr Baa- 
nerman was returned unopposed. 

August 9. — ^The contest for the county occupies 
a large part of this issue. Mr Fraser of Ne^r- 
ton proposed The Chisholm. and Captain 
Shaw, Oulblair, seconded. Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh proposed Glenmodston, and Mr 
Macpherson-Grant of Ballindalloob seconded. 
The result of the poll wa»--€hisholm, 303; 
Gknmoriston, 249; majority for Chlsholm, 
64. This was exactly double the majority 
which Chiabolm had obtained at the previout 
election. There were recriminations betweeo 
the two parties as to mndue influence, 
duaholm declared that one of hie voters had 
been carried awaiy— "I do not know where, 
but he did not come to the polL" 

Ibid.— In the united counties of Elgin and Nairn 
the Hon. Golond Grant of Grant was returned 
unopposed. In Giaithness Sir Gtoorge Sinclair 
defeated Mr George Traill. In the Northern 
Burghs Mr James Loch was elected without 
opposition. 

August 16.— A committee which had been 
formed for the erection of a monument to the 
late Duke of Gorden had met with liberal 
support. The Earl of Moray offered a site on 
the Ladylnll at Elgin, which was gratefully 
accepted. 

August 23.— A caflb under the Veto Act came 
before the Presbytery of Tain. A consider- 
able majority of the communicants objected to 
the settlement of the Rev. Daniel Macbride, 
who had been presented to the pastorate of 
the parish of Logie-Easter. The Presbytery 
were now investigating the case. In the same 
issue there is an interesting series of notes by 
a visitor to the Island of Lews. The writer 
was probably the hi^ Mr Joseph Mitchell, 
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CK. He states that the '^tty stod** ftUl 
flooriihed in tome parte of the udaad in all ita 
primeval glory. 

Ibid.— At the anniTenary meeting of the 
Northern Miaeionary Society at Dingwall, the 
collection at the gate amounted to £16 17b 6d, 
end anbecriptions and donationa to £33 18i 6d. 
*'The meeting teoorded their coidia) oonour- 
renoe in the ezprauom of de^ intenet 
minnted by the laat meeting at Invemeea in 
the fntme racceM of the Rev. John Macdoa- 
ald, now abont to proceed to Britiih India aa 
a miieionary under the direction of the Qenetal 
Aieembly.'* 

Auguit 30. — ^There is a report of a public dinner 
given at Forres to Mr Macleod, M.P. Mr 
James Bell, surgeon, was in the chaff, and 
there were representatives from other burghs, 
the editor states that ''it was perhaps tba 
most numeroQsly attended public dinner that 
ever took place in that neat and ^ilrited little 
town." lir Madeod had previously been en- 
tertained to a public dinner at Oomaity. 

Ibid. — A pevere itorm occurred the prevkma 
week in the Moray Firth. A herring boat and 
sloop were wrecked at Lossiemouth, tad nine 
lives were lost. Two boats were swamped in 
Findhom bay, but the crews were saved ex- 
cept one man. 

Ibid.^Tbere was correspondence abont a 
Badenoch voter who, it waa said, had pledged 
himseU to be neutral and afterwards voted. 
The man himself writes in thii imne assert- 
ing that he vidated no pledge. "I beg to 
menticMi," he says, "that the words used by me 
when hard pressed to pledge were, 'Aa yet it 
is my opinion that I will not vote.' I never 
eonaidered these words aa a pledge to stand 
neutral." The distinction wss a fine one. 
The same issoo gives a quotation from a letter 
written about eighty years before by Bayne of 
Tnlloch to Sir Harry Munro of Fowlts, re- 
lating to an electioneering ccmtest. Bayne 
wrote that he had sincerely intended to sup- 
port Sir Harry's interest, but he was under 
serious disadvantages, paoticularly the wantoi 
sight, which prevented his freedom of action; 
"for I was led about from place to place, aa 
you must have heard, and not allowed to go 
to my own house until the election was over.'* 

September 0.— Two Parliamentary Oommif- 
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tionen, Meson IKck aod Stewart, met the 
minkten of the seTeral religions oongiega- 
tions in tiie town and parish of Inverness, in 
order to ascertain the alieged deficiency of 
Church accommodation for the population at 
large. Clergymen of all denominations gave 
evidence. The Commission sat a whole day, 
from ten to half-paat aiz o'clock. These is 
nothing of great importance in the report^ but 
individuals who care to refer to it may find it 
Interesting. The North Church had been 
opened, and the West Church was in course 
of erection. The foundation-«tone of a new 
Episcopal Church (St John's) wae laid on 31«t 
August. 

Ibid. — In making the alterations and repairs for 
the reading-rooms in the Town House, the 
ancient palladium, daohnacudain, had been 
sunk to the level of the pavement. This 
roused public sentiment, and a memorial was 
presented to the Town Oounci) for ita reetora- 
tion to ita old site. A handbill was also 
iasned, stating that the "Clachnacuddin boys'* 
would assemble and raise the stone them- 
selves If the local authorities did not under- 
take the duty before the 4th inst. Some time 
previous, however, the Council bad agreed to 
proceed with the exhumation, and on the pre- 
vious Saturday the task was accomplished. A 
crowd assembled to celebrate the occasion, 
and a botUe of wine was broken over the 
stone. 

Ibid.— The Highland Society had lately awarded 
a silver medal to Mr John Grigor, nursery and 
seedsman, Forres, for a report on the native 
pine forests of S<¥>tland. The report is made 
the subject of a column of notes. 

Ibid. — As the atteodlance at the Northern Meet- 
ing had been falling off for some years, the 
Secretary, Mr A. Fraser, addressed the 
stewards and permanent members, requesting 
them and their families to make up parties and 
induce their friends to attend. The Secretary 
also announces that it is proposed to hold 
games on the Thursday and Friday of the 
Meeting, to afford outdoor amusement. This 
appears to have been the beginning of the 
present annual games at the Northein Meet- 
ing. 

September 13.— On the previous Friday, the 
Conservative electors of Forres and district 
entertained the late member, Major Cnmming 

27 
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Bmce, Aod the nnsucoenfiU candidate, Mr 
ICeckeazie, yr. of Soetwell, to e poblio dixmer 
in the St Lnwrenoe Lodge Aeeembly Rooms. 
Brodie of Brodie wu in the chair, and the 
atteodaoce numbered 175. The editor re- 
marke that "pnbldc dinners are at present the 
rage in the North." The newspaper files fully 
bear out this statement. We have already 
mentioned two dinners given to lladeod of 
Cadboll; other two followed, one at Fortrose 
and another at Inverness. Each political party 
apparently strove to get vp the biggest dinner. 

September 20.— Mr CharlM Macdougall, ad- 
vocate, died at Georgetown, Demerara, on the 
27tb of July. He was carried off by yellow 
fever, which raged with unusual severity in 
British Guiana. "His was a hard fate, a 
very extensive practice opening to him; 
looking forward by the next packet for his 
appointment as Attorney-General, the salary 
of which office had been increased to £1000 
a year." Mr Maodougall was entertained to 
a public dinner in Inverness in August 1836. 
He is described as a townsman. 

Ibid.— "On the 4th inst. some of the 
party at Flowerdale, consisting of Lords 
Loftus, Alford, Jocelyn, Mr Mahar, and 
Osptain Stephenson, killed two magnificent 
stags, which, from their unconmion size, had 
been the wonder of the neighboui^KK>d for the 
last two yean. The one (without head and 
offal) weighed 18 and the other 17 Dutch 
stones. The fat near the hind part was 3^ 
inches deep. The distance between the ex- 
treme points of the horns was, of tfie oZiO 34 
fnchee, of the other 29^ inches. Two such 
animals, we believe, have not been killetf in 
the Highlands for many years." 

Ibid. — At the Circuit Court two persons were 
eonvictec} ot forgery, and were sentenced to 
transportation for life. Two persons con- 
victed of assault, but found to be Inssne, were 
ordered to be confined in jail, one at Ding- 
wall, the other at Elgin. The Lord Justice- 
Clerk congratulated the Sheriff on the diminu- 
tion of serious crime, but regretted to flna 
that the crime of assault appeared to be as 
common as ever, if not more so. He also 
spoke of the benefit that would arise to the 
country if the Sheriffs were empowered to 
summon juries and dispose of minor caees. 

September 27.— The editor speaks of the grati- 
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fying progress ina<le in the circulation of the 
"Oonner, ' and says at the same time that he 
believes the number of readers to be twenty 
times the number of subscribers. "In the 
Tillages several families not infreqoently still 
club for the paper ; it is read by ea^h of these 
successiTely, and is afterwards sold at half- 
price, when it is introduced to a new circle of 
readen, or is sent off to some son or brother 
in the East or West Indies. In the towns the 
same system prevails; and we know of one 
indttstrioofl individual in Inverness who gener- 
ally purchases from ten to fifteen copies of our 
paper weekly, and tunis an honest penny by 
letting them out at a small sum for every two 
hours." This was in the days of high-prioed 
newsp{49er8. 

4bid. — ^Mettrs John Gibb & Son have obtained 
the contract for supplying all the granite 
which will be required from Aberdeen, for the 
river wall to be built in front of the new 
Houses of Parliament. This will prove an ex- 
cellent winter^s job tor masons and others em- 
pkyvKi in the granite quarries in the vicinity 
of Aberdeen." 

Ibid — ^The obituary contains the record of the 
death of William Murray of Geanies, in the 
38th year of his age. The editor adds— ''We 
cannot permit this obituary notice to appear 
without adding that, by the death of Mr 
Murray, the county of Ross has lost one of 
its most useful and estimable public men. He 
held various situations, and discharged their 
duties with zeal sod ability; while his frank 
and cordial mannens and unaffected kindness 
of disposition endeared him to all with whom 
he had intercourse." Another obituaiy notice 
is that of the Rev. WilHam Gordon, Elgin, in 
the 86th year of his age, and sixty-second of 
his ministry. For fifty-three years he was 
one of the EstaUisbed clergy of Elgin. *lir 
Gordon was distugoished for his sound and 
dear Judgment, strict integrity, ondeviating 
rectitude, and sincere unaffected piety." 

October 4. — ^The Northern Meeting is described 
as the most gay and spirited Uiat had been 
witnesssd for at least ten years. The nobility 
and gentry were anxious to infuse new life 
into the festival. In addition to the usual 
balls and parties, popular games were insti- 
tuted on this occasion. Th^ were held on a 
field belonging to Mr Wilson, of the CSsledottian 
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Hotel, situated near the LonguuiL "Gbn- 
■idering iht novelty of public «port« of this 
deecriptioii in InverneM, the competaton ac- 
quitted themeelyes in a highly creditable man- 
ner " The gamen conAiRted of throwing the 
hammer, pntting the stone, ninning, leaping, 
sack and wheelbarrow race«^ wreetling, aid 
rifle ^looting. There was no dancing or bag- 
pipe playing. It is announced that from £60 
to £100 had been subacribed for prises for the 
following year. 

October 11.— "The Rev. Mr Barclay, of Aul- 
dearo, has recently shown his good taste in 
collecting and replacing, at considerable 
personal expense and trouble, various ancient 
monuments which had long kin scattered 
about the interesting Church-yanl of his 
parish. He has also restored the original in* 
scriptions of a tombstone aod tablet, the latter 
in the ancient choir attached to the church, 
which were intended to commemorate the 
heroes of the Covenant, wiio fell at the battle 
of Auldearn, gained by Montrose." The tomb- 
stone was inscribed to Captain Bernard Mac- 
kenzie, and the tablet had been erected by 
Sir Robert Innes to three gentlemen named 
Murray or ''Morray."* It is stated as rather 
remarkable that a large proportion of the 'In- 
habitants of the town of Nairn, not of the 
fiiriiing daas, still continued to have tbeir 
burial places in Auldearn, nearly three miles 
distant. "To these they cling with a romantic 
feeling, and the funerals of the poorest are 
well attended all the way." 

lbid.^-A Lirge body of emigrants sailed from 
Tobermory on the 27th of September for New 
South WalesL Tbe vessel was the Brilliant, 
and its size and splendid fittings were greatly 
admired. "The people to be conveyed by this 
vessel are decidedly the most valuable that 
have ever left the shores ol Great Britain; 
they are all of excellent moral character, and 
from their knowledge of agriculture, and 
management of sheep and cattle, must 
prove a most valuable acquisition to a colony 
like New South Wales.** The Rev. Mr Mac- 
pherson, of Tobermory, preached a farewell 
sermon before the party sailed. ^e total 
number of emigrants was 322, made up as 
follows: — ^From Ardnamurchan and StTontian, 
106; Coll and Tiree, 104; MuU and lona, 66; 
Morven, 26; Dunoon, 28; teaohen, 2; sur- 
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geons, 2. A visitor from New South Wales 
preseiiited a« many of the party aa he met with 
letters of introduction, and ezpreased himself 
highly gratified with the prospect of having 
so Yiduable an addition to the colony. A Go- 
vernment agent superintended the embarka- 
tion. 

October 18.— On the previous Thursday Mr Mac- 
leod of OtadboU, M.P., was entertained to a 
public dinner in the Northern Meeting Rooms, 
Inverness. Captain Fraser of Balnain was in 
the chair, and the company numbered over 
300. The dinner speeches are reported at 
length. A Conservative dinner wa« ibeld soon 
afterwards at Fortrose. 

Ibid.— A University Oommission was about to 
sit at Aberdeen. The "Courier" suggested 
tnat instead of maintaining two CoUeges at 
Aberdeen, the authorities pbo<uld transfer one 
to Inverness. The opportunity, however, was 
not embraced. 

November 1. — ^The jj^Uowing paragraph appears 
in the obituary column: — '^In the China seas, 
on the 17th August 1836, aged 34, Captain 
William MayckAjy of the brig Fairy, univers- 
ally respected by the community in which he 
lived, and deeply lamented by his relations at 
home. He feU a sacrifice to the rapacity of 
a mutinoutf crew, who conspired together to 
gain possession of the specie with which he 
was returning to Canton, and having first 
murdered the officers, one after another, 
made their escape with the treasure after 
sinking the vessel near the coast of Manila." 

November 8. — ^A meeting of the shareholders of 
the Duchess of Sutherland steamer is reported. 
The accounts showed a surplus of receipts for 
the sessoo of iS1553 Th^e was, however^ a 
targe sum dtie for interest, and a motion was 
submitted requiring the manager to call a 
special general meeting, in order to consider 
and dispose of a motion to sell the vessel and 
dissolve the Company. This resolution was 
adopted by shareholders representing 335 
shares, as against shareholders representing 
324 shares. The amount of capital advanced, 
of interest and of debt, came to £17,920. The 
original cost of the vessel was iB16,832, and 
allowing for wear and tear, it was computed 
that during the three years of the co- 
partnery the loss had amounted to £6296. 

Ibid. — ^A new bridge at Arkaig, Lochaber, near 
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the honse and grounda of Lochiel, hod just 
beeo completed It conrated id a timber 
trvaaed arch of 70 feet vpan, with itooe 4biit- 
mentf. The bridge waa deaigaed by Mr 
Joseph MitcheU. 

Ibid.— At the aannal election for the IhTcmeai 
Town Gonncil, four OmaenratiTea and three 
Liberah were returned. Thi# left the Cooncfl 
in exactly the same position ac before, oon- 
■iating of eleven OonaervatlTet and ten 
Liberalfl. The contest, says the report, waa 
conducted with order and good hnmoor. 

November 15.^"0n Wednesday Utft the vener- 
able minister of Ardersier, the Rev. Pryse 
Oupobell, baptised his own great-grandeon. 
Children and grand-children of the rev. gentle^ 
man were present at the ceremony.** The 
same iasne records the erection of a church 
near Erchlees Ch^e, in Strathglass, by 
Chishohn U Chisholm, M.P. 

November 22.-^Tfa4^ death is recorded of Mr 
David Stalker, solicitor, Inverness. Mr 
Stalker was for some time editor of the "Inver- 
ness Journal." 

December 6. — ^Mr George Quneron, solicitor, 
Tovemes*, was appointed Sheriff-Substitute 
Ht Fort- William. A meeting of the sharehold- 
ers of the Duchess of Sutherland steamer ccm- 
firmed the resolution to dispose of the vessel, 
and wind vp the Company. 

December 27. — ^The last publication of the year 
expresses sorrow and regret that war had 
broken out in Canada. The insurgents had 
assembled near Montreal, to the number ol 
3000, and inflicted a defeat on the Royal 
troops, who lost two pieces of cannon. 
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No. XIV. 

The year 1838 is memorable politically tor 
the tronbles whioh arose from the revolt in 
Canada and the proceedings of Lord Durham 
as High Commissioner. The Badicals be- 
came increasingly hostile to the ^^^g ^^ 
vernment of Lord Melbonme, and the Tories 
were powerfully led by Sir Robert Peel. 
0*Connell and his Irish followers were active 
in various ways, whioh did not add to the 
popularity of the Government. The corona- 
tion of Queen Victoria in June formed a 
pleasant interlude to the angry discussions of 
Parliament. "For the first time since the 
^eign of Charles 11. there was a public pro- 
cession, affording a large mass of the people 
an opportunity of betog witnesses of the 
pageant, which for nearly two centuries had 
been reserved for a select few." It is not^ 
by annalists that the loudest acclamations 
were for the young Queen, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and the Duke's old antagonist, 
Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia. In Scot- 
land the year was marked by the decision of 
the Court of Session in the Auchterarder 
case, which ultimately led to the Disruption. 
The spring of 1888 was very severe, and notes 
will be found bdow on the weather in the 
Highlands. 



From the *'Invemese Courier.^* 

1838. 

January 3. — "We are glad to find that our friend 
aod countryman, Mr Murdo Young, editor and 
proprietor of the 'Sun,' has purchased from 
Mr D. Whittle Harvey, and the other proprie- 
tors, the copyright of the * True Sun,' and has 
merged the Radica) journal in ibis own." 
These were two papers which made conaider- 
able stir in their day. Mr Mordo Young was 
a ion of the original proprietor of the <*Liver- 
jess Joomal," the first newspaper north oi 
Aberdeen. The 'Triae Sun** was conducted at 
^ heavy loss. In oonnecU<m with the tws 
papers, mention is made of Mr Patrick Qrant, 
foimeoly the prc^etor of LakeBeld, in Glen- 
Urquhaxt, who, it was etated, had spent many 
tlKHiaatidi on the newspaper press in Londoi), 
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At the time <^ Uw aaudgUDftiion h« wm Id 
AnitnluL 

Ibid.— On Monday, the 18th ult., the itx«eta of 
Forree were lighted with g«e. 

Ibid.*-A report it pnblisbed by the QlMgofw 
Comniittee which collected and diatriboted 
fands in the preyions spring for the relief of 
distreu in the Highlands. The total contri- 
hated was £29,464, and after eapplying food 
and ck)(hing and meeting other charges, there 
was a balance in hand of £5847. 

January 10. — ^There m an aoconnt of rejoicings in 
Strathspey, in odebration of a visit paid to 
the district by the Master of Ghrant, son and 
heir of the Hon. Oolonel Gkant of G^nt. 
There was a dinner at Grantown, and in other 
districts balls and bonfirea In each case a 
feature of the festivities was an eaoort of 
Highlanders, in the full' tartans of the dan, and 
carrying torches. 

January 17. — There is a report of the trial of 
cotton-spinoers at Glasgow, the managers or 
agents of a league who endeavonred to raise 
the rate of wages by meana of assault, fire- 
raising, and murder. Their methods were 
much the same as those that were exposed at 
Sheffield many years afterwards. Five men 
were convicted, but not im the capital branch 
of the charge, and were sentenced to transpor- 
tation for seven years. 

Ibid. — ^The sale of the tteamer Duchess of Suther- 
land is recorded. It was purchased by Mr 
David Chalmers, on behalf of the Aberdeen 
dteam Navigation Company, for £13,600. A 
company had already been (H^aniaed in Aber- 
deen for continuing a veaael on the route be- 
tween Inverness and London. It was called 
^he North Star. In a subsequent iasne it is 
stated that a steamer of a hundred horse-power 
was to attend the North Star to collect and 
distribute the goods of ports which the larger 
vessel could not enter. 

Ibid. — An Act for the institution of Olrcut 
Courts, to be held by the Sheriff or Sheriil- 
&]bstitute, for the recovery of small debts, 
kad recently come into force. As an instance 
*f th« popularity of the Act, it is stated that 
on tne first circuit of Sneriff Oolqaboxm, no' 
fewer than 143 cases were called at Kingussie 
and 67 at Gkantown. 

Januarv 24.— "The frequent represwtatifHia 
made to the Postmaster-General, the Earl of 
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Idchfield, of the abetraction of newapaipers 
irom their envelopes during their traoeit, has 
indnoed his kirdship to issue ao order, per- 
mitting the name and address of the party to 
whom it is directed to be 'written on the paper 
itself as well as on the wrapper.' This will 
affoird a guarantee in case ol the wrapper being 
defaced or accidentally torn off." 

Ibid— It is stated that tiie sport of curling might 
now be said to have fairly commenced in In- 
yemess. "Last week the curling-stones, 
brooms, and other accompaniments were 
brought forward, and Loch-oa-Sanais, on the 
road to Dochfour, with the ipicturesque hills of 
Tomnahorich and Torvain, echoed for the first 
time to the shouts and noise of the 'roaring 
play.' A bonspiel was played on Saturday 
between a parfy of married men on one side 
and bachebrs on the other. Qrave Magi- 
strates, CoonciHoro, lawyers, and other citizens 
mingled in the pastime, and were as eager and 
animated as ever they were at tne Council 
Boazd. . . . The novelty of the game 
drew forth a number of ladies and gentlemen, 
and there were several hundreds of spectator* 
on the ice and in its neighbourhoodL The pub- 
lic are indebted to ICr Wilson, of the Oale- 
donian Ho(tel, for the introduotion ol ihis 
pastime. He provided the curling stones, and 
hs« very handsomely given the use of a coach 
and horses to convey the parties to and from 
the scene of action." 

Ibid. — A curious story is given and vouched fo** 
cpnoeniing t^M adventures of a pair of geese. 
A sheep farmer living at Borley, in the county 
or Sutherland, took the farm of Mudale, in- 
land about thirty miles, and carried with him 
a pair of geese, which were conveyed io a 
covered badcet. The new xesidenoe did not 
suit the feathered coiiple; so they set off 
down the river to Loch-Naver, then to Inver. 
naver, after that by sea to Kispond and 
Dnrin. From the latter place they walked 
across the country to their native lake at 
Borley. The wanderers had been six weeks 
cm their travels, taking a circuitons route of 
a hundred miles. Unfortunately, at the final 
stage of their journey, they were shot in a 
corn-field. 

Ibid. — Sir Alexander Leith Hay, member for the 
Elgin District of Burghs, had been appointed 
(governor of the Bermuda Islands. He had 
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■Al in ParlUmMit for flye jMn, Mid prored a 
most Moeptoble mcfnber. "E»,rm^ ocottion 
to vacAto his teat M often as be mm appointed 
CJlirii of the Oidnaooe, he waa elected flye 
timee during the period he eat in Parliiment, 
thrice without oppoeition, and twice after de- 
feating Mr Holt lAu!kenaie in 1852, b^ a 
majority of 186, and Brodie of Bzodie in 1854, 
hj • majority of 180. At the hMt General 
Election hii popularity among hie conetituents 
waa so well establiriied and recognised that 
no opposition waa offered to bbi ntum.** The 
Ren. Vox Manle came forward as a csndhlate 
in snoosss i on to Sir Akzaader, and wss re- 
turned without oppasiUoD. 

Vebmary 7.— '^a beg to intimate that the 
H>Ntfier^ (HBce will shorty be remored to 
those commodiom premises at the foot oi Bank 
Lane^ adjoining the Bank of Beotland." 
These are the premises, which in so enlarged 
form* the propiietoni still oocupy. Preyions 
to 1838 the offices were at 46 High Street. 

UwL— ^'We regret tc announce the death of Dr 
Smith, Ph>yost of Nairn, which took place on 
the 91st ttlt. For a long period Dr Smith was 
iitiramitting ih his duty to the public «• a skil- 
ful, beneyolent, and generous pt«etitioner of 
medicine, a useful citlsen, and a warm-heatted, 
kind, sod faithful friend. The funeral of Dr 
Smith took phuse on Motiday kuit, when the 
tilelg^. Magistrates, and Council, and a yast 
number of gentlemen from the town and 
county atteiidrd the mournful ceremony. It 
waa calculated that upwards of a thousand 
persons were present, the greatest number of 
indiyiduab that eyer attended ft funeral in 
Kaim." 

February 14.->^Tfae year was marked by a leyere 
frost and snowstorm, genexal throughout the 
country. The North mails were blocked, and 
CO the Cast (Joast the snow lay deeper than 
In any other quarter. One day the mail guard 
firom Aberdeen had to take to horseback at 
Httotly, and alter leaving Keith disappeared 
ih a wreath, from which he was with difllculty 
xesoued. "He at lengtti airiyed at Inyerness, 
haying taken thirty hours and twenty minutes 
to accomplish the journey, which taually 
occupies about twelve hours." Meanwhile the 
mail fay the Highknd read kept wonderfully 
good tiihe. In the town of Inverness the price 
of butcher meat had risen, and also that of 



1838] FUe of Inverneu Courier. 3l| 

o»tm^, th9 latter ow^g po tfte p^oppj^g^ of 
the water piilla. 'Trom the waii^ of t'M 
mea^fl of oommnoication many ot our fthopa arc 
nuuMotf "^uxrt of Boppliee, ^ jUtngeti^r, if 
the atorp cji^ not soon ab^ ire alui)]f ))e 
plao94 in # vtaie of oomplete Uodi^fip,** TfiB 
poor wen auffering seveAely. 

ibid. — ^"We are glad to ieam Chat 09^ ftoopvi- 
pliihed cofutar/mau, James Bailie Frajepr, Etq.^ 
the oelebrated Orjkentel trfTeller, who, by 
diraot^ovi of the Britiab QoTenimeat, remained 
with the Persian! Princes during th^ recent 
visit to london, and zetiymed T^th the^i to 
Go8pt»ntMM)ple, he« jnst pnl^h^d a Jf^m^Te 
of theilr residence in LpipdoD, wift^re they were 
rsce)Te4 i|i the highest circles, and (umI tl^ 
moet laVpu^le opportunity of Tiewing society 
in <il itn aspects. The Narratiye ajso em- 
breoss an aoconpt of their escape from Persia, 
which was accompanied by maqy remarluL^le 
adyentoies." 

Febraaiy 21.— Mr JqAmi Westvood, gandeoer, 
BeUatem, sends the following readings of the 
tiiennometer:— At eight o'dock on tlw night 
of Wednesday, 14th inst., 8 degrees below 
aevo; at tea o'doclc 1^ degrees below; at 
twelve 2 degrees bek>w; and at ionr on the 
moming of llMinday 6 degrees below. The 
mercury began to rise aboot five o'clock on 
the latter day, and every night alfaerwards 
ranged from Si degrees to 24 degrses. Mr 
Wastwood observes that owing to the lowness 
of the situation, the want of a free circulation 
of air, &c., the fpost was generally mom severe 
there than at any other place in the disjtrict. 

Ibid.— 'ICr Boillie of Tarradale's kasper shot 
lately, right and left, a faloon and blue hairk, 
each having a recently killed snipe in its 
talons." 

f ebruaiy 28.— On the morning id the 26th a lire 
broke out in the square at TuUoch CSutle, 
near Dingwall, wniob partiaAy consumed the 
front part of the eacteuaive range of buildings. 
With assistance from Dingwall and ixom 
neighbouring farms, the lire was checked. 

Ibid.— Hie Kirk-Session of laveraess had taken 
into considoation a proposal for laying on an 
assessment on the burgh and parish for the 
relief of the poor. They desired to have a 
conference on the subieot with the Town 
Council, but the Council couridersd it 4nSK- 
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pediuit to accept the inTitatioo. Tbe next 
Jiraa itated that the propoaed aaeeamest bid 
been poal^ned xintil a special meeting of 
Ki^-Seaaio&y beritors, and otber inbabitaiitr 
could be called. The nomber ci panpen waa 
iaid to be aboat 800, of whom about 380 were 
unprorkled for either b^ the B e w km fnoda or 
charitable endowmenta. 
March 7.— Mt Robert Falconer waa elected Pro- 
▼cat of Nairn in room of the late Dr Smith. 
The lame i«ue 8a7a-«*'The Town Covnci) of 
Nairn haye paaaed a reaohition that the town 
bell ahonld be rung aa formerly for the 
fiatabliahed Ghnrch. It waa anapeaded l^ an 
order of a former Oouncil of the bnrgh." 
Ibid.— An illnstratjoo of the aeverity of the 
•eaaon waa presented by the appearance of a 
flock of awuaa on Loch-Locny. They had alio 
visited Loch-Ness and other lakes. Seven bad 
been shot at Laggan, two at dunes, and foor 
or five about Fort-Augustus. A number d 
black swans had been seen on LocfaFQuoich, in 
the Glengarry country. Loch-Oich waa Uuim 
over to a depih of fifteen inches, .%nd waa used 
hj the country people aa a common thorou^^- 
face. Two vessels had been locked up in the 
River Beauly for eight weeks. There waa 
great distress in the towns and viUagea, and 
meetings weie held to raiee funds for the re- 
lief of the poor. 
Ili^rch 14.— This issue contains the decisimi of 
ikte Oburt of Session in the famous Auditor- 
aider case. A majority of the Judges, eight 
in number, decided that the Veto Act was 
illegal, while a minority of five gave a con- 
trary opinion. 
Ibid.— Died, at Nairn, on the 28th ult., Mrs 
Elizabeth Ketchon, widow of the Rev. Isaac 
Ketchen, who waa for forty years minister oi 
the Secession congregation there. Mrs 
Ketchen was a sifter of the Ute Brodie of 
Brodie, and aunt of the Duchess of Gordon. 
She died in the 92nd year of her age. A 
cordial tribute is paid to her religious charac- 
ter and active goo^eas. 
Ibid.— "On Sunday last, after divine service, a 
public baptism took place in the High (^uit^ 
here— the first circumstance of the kind wit- 
nessed there for a great number of years, 
though the oeremoi^ is common in many 
parts of Scotland. The child was a daughter 
of the Rev. Mr Clark, Inverness, and the cera- 



1838] File of Itwemess Caurier^ 221 

mouy was performed in a very impresaiTe man- 
ner by Um Bey. Dr Roae« who deecended from 
the pulpit to administer tbe sacred rite in 
an adjoimng seat." The same nnmber re- 
cords ''a deHYerance from tbe icy rigours 
which haTe 00 long bound us." The coaches 
from Aberdeen and Elgin had begun to run, 
but theie was still no regular communioatioo 
north bf Tkin. 

Uarch 21.— A renewal of tbe storm had taken 
place, slight in Inyemees but severe in other 
places. ioL Lochaber it waa the most aoTere 
stonn of snow and drift tibat had occurred 
during the winter. "Last week an immeow 
avalanche of snow fell in the parish of Eddra- 
chilis, above Scourie (in Sutherland); it car- 
ried off trees and stones in its descent^ and 
killed ten red deer, which were grasing at the 
foot of tbe mountain." 

March 28.-<"We understand that George Gkme- 
ron, Esq., soacitor tore, has been appointed 
Sheriff-Substitute of Easter Boss and Oro- 
maity in room of lir David Ross, resigned. 
Mr Chmeron had previously accepted tbe 
Sheriff-Substttuteship of Fort-Wilham, but 
has relinquished it in favour of the above ap- 
pointment." Mr Andrew Fraser, W.S., was 
appointed Sheriff-Substitute of the Fort-Wil- 
liam district. 

April 4.— A meeting of Magistrates, heritors, 
and Kirk-Session, relative to the levying of 
assessments for relief of the poor, was held 
and sdjoumed. It was etated that the church 
coUectioiiS of Inverness tast year for tne 
benefit of the poor were £294 lis lid, but 
with rents and charity funds there was a sum 
annually available of about £600. The num- 
ber receiving relief was 421. 

April 11. — A piece of plate, value 200 guineas, 
was presented to General Sir James Mao- 
donell, brother of the late Qlengarry, by the 
inhabitants ol Armagh and its vicinity, as a 
memorial of tbe re^^ixi which he ccmciliated 
daring a seven years' residence among them 
in command of the Northern Districts of Ire- 
land. The departure of General Maodonell to 
assume command of the troops serving in 
Canada called forth this tribute of respect. 

April 18. ~A man from the Island of Lews waa 
convicted of the crime of murdering his wife, 
and was sentenced to death. He was after- 
wards certified to be insane, and ordered to be 
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kepi in custody. The case vm one ot 
Jealoqirr, gieviag oat of religioiw nuuiia. 
Lord Oodtarn preoidod oa Jiidgo, oad it is 
■tftlod (hot ho bode iair to ho oo omintnt oo 
tho beocb oo ho hod prorod to be ao oo 
odrooote. '^Hio ploin food oeaoe, oogocity, 
oad dioeonamostr^iho oaoo with which ho 
ooporoloo tho ehof f rooi t^ wheat, whothor 
tendered by witneia or coonoel ood tho 
honely eonootoeoo and deep pathoo which ho 
con oommoiid upos all oeoeoMsy oocaoiovf, 
joiMd to hia tuiootontatiimo gentlomaaly 
dtneonoor, Mode a itrong impraonon vpon 
cho erowdod ondionoeo that thronged tho 
Cout-HMMo/' At tho Circuit thorc wore 
iome cooeo of Holent pouoonol oaoaolt, which, 
wp ofo told, **m ibm moot coounon crino in 
cho Hichlaiidfl.'' 

Ibid.— Tho ODowfftarm hod been vcmwied. '*B«n- 
doy woo \ droodf tt> day of aleet and wind— • 
pcrfoct tompeat. Monday wai donded with 
anow, and yooterdoy <Tnoeday) wo hod foiiowi 
blooto and oocaoiooAl mow ihowert.** 

fbid.--An obituary notioe frooti tho **Ulobe" re- 
oorda t^ de«th of Robert GkM^eo Boy, for 
nany yean one of the proprioton of tha% 
Journal. ICr Roy died ot Porres, hio natiyo 
place, in hio 66th yeor. Tho paragraph odda 
— **Ut Roy was in literatare, onoiont ond 
modem, nearly a nniTeiaaiiat, in mannero a 
fioiohed gentleaum, ond in nocalo on braelito 
without gvilo. This brief notice io felt to be 
duo to ^ meonory by a co-pn^rietor, who 
deemed it an honour to hare attrootod hia ro- 
gaid «t a very early period of life, and who 
maintained with him an unintorruptod friend- 
ship for fifty •one yeare." 

Ibid.— The ceremony of laying tho foondatiofi- 
atone of tho new Oourt-HooiM and public 
officeo at Forreo was gone through on Friday 
week, by Mr John Hoyea, late Speaker of the 
Houoo of Aaoambly, Qrenada, who offioaated 
00 ProTmcial Gnnd Master, by mandttte from 
Sir Thomaa Didc Lauder. There was a great 
procession of Maoons, Magistrates, and Oouo- 
cillors, workmen, and achool children. Reir. 
Dr Rose, of Drainie, oficiated as chapkin. 

April 85.— Tho death is oonounced of Sir 
Reginald Macdonald Steuart Seton, of Stafia, 
at his veoidenoe in Edinburgh. *'Bom in the 
Highlaods, and imbued wi^ the prepoooes- 
sicMMi of their inhabitants, ho oo loved to per- 
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petnate the relic* that atiU remain of the 
andenl mode« and habita of the people, that 
he only differed from the chiefe of by-gone 
days in his anxious wish to see introdnoed 
among h>s ooontrymen the moral and religious 
improTements which in neighbouring places 
characterised hds time. At the esrly age of 
twenty-one he was «lected, and for thirty-nine 
snocessire years continiied to be ruling elder 
for the General Assembly, a fact perhaps 
unparalleled in the annals of that yenerable 
body.'' 8ir Reginald wtm for twenty-six years 
Sheriff of Stiriingshire, and was long Hmumury 
Secretary to the Highland and Agricdinral 
Society of Scotland. Sir Walter Scott knew 
bim weH, and paid a tribute to his warmth of 
heart. Sir Reginald was in hit sixty-first 
year. 

Ibid.— There is a long report of a meeting of 
the Synod of Ross, which discnssed an appeal 
from the Presbytery of Tain in the emt of a 
presentation to the parish of Logie-Sastor. 
The people objected to the minister fvesented 
under the Veto Act. The Presbytery allowed 
a proof of certain arerments. Hie majority 
•I the congregatioa held that this waa not 
legitimate, as the Act simply provided that no 
person was to be plaoed in a parish contrary 
to the will of Uie people. The Synod tus- 
tatned the appeal, and remitted the case to 
the Presbytery to proceed in terms of the 
Act. ICr £. S. Goinion acted as oonnsel for 
the parishionsn, instructed by Mr Charles 
Stewart, InTemessi Rer. Hr Stewart, of Cro- 
marty, took an active part in the discnssioa, 
speaking on the popular side. The same 
issue records the ordination oi the Rev. 
Thomas MftrlanoMan, as assistant and suc- 
oessor to his father in the «nited perishes of 
Hoy and Dalaroane. 

Ifay 8.--The Synod of Moiay had before it the 
case of ttie presentation of John Edwards to 
the parish of Maniooh^ In Strathbogie, which 
had been referred by the Presbytery to the 
&ynod. Two motions were submitted to the 
Synod. The first instmcted the Presbytery to 
find the presentee disqualified, as there wse a 
large majority of male heads of families on 
the communi<m roll opposed to hhn, end 
further, "that in case the presentee refuse 
obedience to the sentence of the Church 
Courts, or take any steps to defeat the same, 
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they •hall deal with lam for that ofleoM m a 
breach of the pronyae to obe^ the Jndioatoriea 
of the Church, vnder which ha came for re- 
oeiying hia liceoae to preach the goapeL" The 
leooad motion propoaed to jefer tha whcrfa 
oaae to tha Aaeembly. The flnt motioii waa 
earned by 28 Totea to 4. Aftenrafda an over- 
tnra waa anbmitted, aaking tha Ganeiml Aaeem- 
bly to enact <that aU PtesbTteriea be in- 
atiucted to take itepa for depoaing all mini- 
aten and depriTing of their Kcenaa all pro- 
bationara, who ahall attempt to intrude them- 
■ehrea on pariahea oontraiy to the conaeat of 
the majority of male heada of familial in com- 
mnnion with the Chnrdi, and who will not 
acqnieaoe in the Jndgmanti and dedaiona of 
tha Chnrch Ooarti.** Thia oTertnre waa 
adopted by 18 Yotea to 13. 

Ibid. — ^The ianxe giyea an account of the' ex- 
ploring work of Tbomaa Simpion and P. W. 
Deaae on the North Coait of America. They 
were eent out with twelTe men, equipped l^ 
tha Hudaon Bay Oompany. Thomaa Simpaon 
waa a native of Roaa-ihire, eon of the late 
Bailie Aleounder Simpaon, of Dingwall. He 
left thia countiy in 1829 to act aa eecretaiy 
to his relatiye, Mr Qeorge Simpaon, of the 
Hudaon Bay Company. 

Ifay 9. — ^Mr George Cameron, solicitor, waa pra- 
aented by frienda in In vein eas with a hand- 
some tea and coffee serrice, on his leaving to 
take up his ^pointment at Tiam as Sholff- 
SubsUtute for Easter Ross and Cromarty. 
Rev. Mr CSark brought forward, in the 
Presbytery of Inyeness, an overture to the 
General Asaembly, aaking them to petition 
Parliament for tha repeal of the Patronage 
Act of 1712. The motion was defeated by a 
majority of (me, seren TOtes to six. Sc«ie 
of the members preferred the existing Veto 
Act. It is stated that Mr BailUe of Dodifour 
had erected a new schoolhouse at I>ochgarroch, 
lolely at his own expense. A grept rc^bery is 
reported from the office of the Aberdeen Bank- 
ing Company, in the city of Aberdeen. Tha 
amount etolen was no less than £16,000. The 
Bank had been opened with skeleton keys. 

Ibid. — ^''The weather is now warm and sunny, 
and vegetation is making rapid progress. We 
understand, however, that a former in our 
neighbourhood haa been forced to plough up 
a wheat field of eight acres, which had bee9 
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destroyed by the frost. The sheep {aimen 
must now be in a great measure relieved fnmi 
their feairs." 

May 16. — Au instance is given of expeditioas 
travelling between Kdinburgh and Chelten- 
ham. The passenger travelled by mail to 
Liverpool, thence by railway to Birmingham, 
and then by coach to Cheltenham. The 
paragraph proceeds — ''Thus he performed a 
journey of 360 miles between seven o'clock on 
the morning of Saturday and five in the after- 
noon of Sunday; liaving during that time 
rested altogether about an hour and three- 
quarters. A traveller leaving Inverness on 
Monday morning per mail, might with ease 
reach London on Wednesday evening at eight 
o'clock by the following route: — ^Mail to 
Edinburgh, which it reaches at six o'clodc 
next morning; Tuesday — per mail to Liver- 
pool, where it anrives at six next morning; 
Wednesday^per railroad to London, which it 
reaches at eight in the evening. The same 
distance might also be accomplished in about 
the same time by steam navigation. Looking 
at these results, and considering what travel- 
ling was 'sixty years since,' or even ball that 
period, we may well exclaimr— Prodigious 1" 

Ibid.^A meeting of Magistrates, clergymen, 
and inhabitants of Lochaber was held at Fort- 
William on the 8th inst., for the purpose of 
adopting means to promote emigration from 
that district to the Australian oolonies. Up- 
wards of 260 persons were present. It was 
stated that there was a strong feeling in 
favour of emigration among the pe<^le of the 
district, upwards of 1200 having pledged them- 
selves, aikd prepared to ^nigrate under the 
Colonial Act. They had expected a vessel to 
come to Fort-William to convey them, free of 
expense, to Australia, but as ib'iM expectation 
had been disappointed, the meeting resoived 
to memorialise Lord Glenelg, the Cblonial 
Secretary, praying him to have a vessel sent 
forthwith to carry away the families. Another 
resolution stated that an extensive emigration 
of a voluntary and unaided character had 
taken pUce from Lochaber and neighbouring 
districts daring the past two years, and that 
no county abounded more than this with 
a<:tive and industrious young men in want of 
employmrat. 

Ibkl.— After a few daya' warm sunshine, cold 
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windi and frost liad conw again. On two dayi 
then were haiJ and wnom, mmI the tanoimding 
hllk were white. 

May 23.^"We undentand it haa been decided 
by the Sheriff in InremeM that no pontage 
or cQstom it chargeable oo grain paeeing t^ 
old bridge here. The qaeetion aroie behreen 
the taffktman of the Petty Ouetome and one of 
the farmen of the parish of Petty.** 

May 30. — ^There it a report of the discuaiion in 
the Qeneral Aaeembly on the Auohterarder 
case. The motion by Mr Buchanan, of Glas- 
gow, affirming tne spiritual independence of 
the Church, and e3q>ressing its determinatioo 
to enforce enbmission to its spiritual juris- 
diction on all (^ce-bearers and membeta, was 
carried by 183 Totet to 142, giving a majority 
of 41. 

Ibid. — ^The Aasembly afterwards took up the 
case of Logie-Easter. The facto appeared to 
be that on the racancy occurring the parisii- 
ioners seemed to be reeolved on obtaining for 
their minister the Rer. Mr Maodonald, of 
Plockton. The patron did not acquiesce in 
this, but offerU the parishionerv a leet of fire 
clergymen in the neighbourhood. The parish- 
ioners did not object to hear them preach, 
but they did object to hear them on the 
understanding that they were to choose any 
of them fw their minister, their minds being 
made up on behalf of Wt Maodonald. The 
patron then presented Mr Daniel Macbride, 
Prestonpans. At the proper time thirteen 
out of the seventeen miJe headis of famiUee, 
communicants, dissented. Twelve out of the 
thirteen took the prescribed declaration tiiat 
they were not actuated by factious motives, 
the other being ill. The Presbytery then re- 
jected Mr ]£cbride, and the appeal was 
taken. Mr Maitlaod Makgill expreesed the 
belief that the parishioners had not been 
actuated by the apirit which was contemplated 
by the Veto law. At the same time he 
thought the appellants were not entitled to 
go to a proof of factioua motives, and he 
moved that the Assembly dismiss the appeal, 
and remit to the Presby t er y to proceed in 
terms of the Veto Act. The Proctirator dif- 
fered from Mr Makgill, and proposed to get 
quit of the case on a point of form. It ap- 
peared that the Presbytery had allowed the 
presentee to kad proof of factious motives, 
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aod no competent appeal having been taken 
from that Mntence, it became tbd law of the 
case. He therefore moved the Assembly to 
sustain the appeal, and remit to the Presby- 
tery to take proof of the allegations made by 
the appellants. The Procurator's motion was 
carried by a majority of 44. 

Ibid. — The Giisholm issued an address annoono- 
ing his resignation as representative in Parlia- 
ment of the county of Inverness. He took 
this step, he stated, on the groomd of his 
health vad for other urgent reasons. In the 
same issue appears the aiddress of Francis W. 
Qrant, Msster of Grant, ae a candidate for 
the seat. He was afterwarda elected without 
oppoeiCoD. 

June 6.— The estate of Glenshiel, in Bofls-Sbire, 
beside Glenelg, was purchased from Mr 
lillingstone, by Mr J. £. Baillie, for the sum 
of £24,600. Ifr Arthur Cooper, solicitor, In- 
verness, was appointed Town-Clerk of Fort- 
rose. 

June 13. — A descriptive writer in London re- 
marked at this time that Lord Brougham wae 
now dressing rather smartly. He had laid 
aside, "at least for a time," the tartan trousers 
fffld wustcoat which he had irom since his 
Scottish tour in 1834. He was said to have 
bought as much tartan cloth when in Inver- 
ness M would make a dozeD pairs of trousers 
and a dozen waistcoats. Now, however, he 
appearecl "in doth of a more usual kind," and 
displayed on his breast a handsome gold dbain. 
The editor remaikv— "Lord Brougham seems 
to have turned a sort of dandy in his outward 
man. Now, certainly his lordship wae far 
from displaying anything of this kind when 
we saw him io Inverness. His dress was more 
striking than valuable. Sydne^ Smith said of 
clerical horses that the rector^a home was 
beautiful, but the curate's was picturesque, 
and Lord Brougham's appearance seemed to 
come under the latter categ<uy." 

tbid.-— Various items may be mentioned. There 
was no Savings Bank at this time in Inverness. 
The capercailzie had made its appearance in 
Caitfaness, and a couple of fine specimens had 
been added to a private museum in Wide 
The election of the Master of Grant as repre- 
sentative for the county of Inverness took 
place on the 12th inst. Rejoidngs were hekl 
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OD the Oftwdor mUU on the Uth to o^ebnto 
the coming-of-age of Lord Emlyn. 

June aO. — Xliere wm a meeting at Chx>inarty on 
the previooi Tbnnday to ooniider the condnct 
of the pariah clergyman in fixing the Obm- 
mnnion Fast-Day for the day of the Qneen's 
Coronation. Thifl waa the beginning of a ooo- 
troreray in the little town, whidi is narrated 
with a good deal ol humoor io the 94tb 
chapter of Hugh Miller's ^'Schools and School- 
masters." He saya— " The Liberals held what 
was rery properly called a public meeting, 
seeing that, though the public had failed to 
attend it, the public had been quite at liberty 
to do so, nay, had even been specially in- 
Tited; and there appeared in the proTinda! 
newspapers a long report of its proceedings, 
including five speeches— all written by a legal 
gentleman— in which it waa designated a meet- 
ing of the iodtabitanta of the town and parish 
of Cromarty.'* This was the meeting reported 
in the present issue. 

Ibid. — ^The proposed scheme of peony portage 
waa by this time becoming a pnUio question. 
The editor writes: — ''We beg to remind our 
readers of the necessity of petitioning Parlia- 
ment, once aod again till the object is 
obtained, in favour of Mr Hill's plan. Iliis 
undoubtedly is the most valuable practical re- 
form that we can expect to eee canied for 
yean to come. Every town and county should 
take the matter up, and urge it oo the atten- 
tion of their Parlismentary representatives." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 20th ult., at Ctaipbelltown, 
Fort-Q«orge, where he had resided for the 
last 62 years, as an out-pensioner of Chelsea 
Hospital, Christopher Macrae, at the advanced 
age of 106. He waa a native of Kintail, and 
enlisted not very early in life in the 8th Foot, 
in which regiment be served for 27 years, aod 
he did iduty for six years more in a garrison 
battalion. He was a man of temperate and 
correct habits, his faculties were little im- 
paired, and he used to take his daily walk till 
within three weeks of his death, when his 
energies received an ixrecoverable shock by 
the death of his wife at the age of 86.** 

June 27.— "The esUte of Redcaatle, county of 
Boss, has been purchased by Colonel Hugh 
Baillie of TSurradale, from the heirs of the li^ 
Sir William Fettea, for the sum of £120,000." 
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July 4. — ^TIiIb is&ae contains ao account of the 
Coronation of Queen Victoria. It gives a 
portrait of the Queen and a picture of the 
scene in Westminster Abbey. There are also 
reports of local celebrations. 

July 11.— The list of Coronation honours in- 
cludes a baronetcy conferred on George Mkc- 
pherson-Graot, Esq. of Ballindalloch. The 
editor says — "We congratulate Ballindalloch 
on the well-won and worthily bestowed honour 
conferred upon him by her Majesty, which we 
trust he will long enjoy. His high character, 
rank, possessions, and public seryioes marked 
him out as a fit object for the Royal farour.*' 

July 11. — ^Hugh Miller's letter oo Uie Oromarty 
ccmtroversy appears in this issue. He says in 
his reminiscences — "I fairly mooeeded, as there 
were not a few comical circumstances in the 
transaction, in getting the Uuughers on my 
side." We have no doubt he did. The letter 
Is cooctiied in a vein of clever banter, and dis- 
plays much of the literary and controversial 
skill that afterwards distinguished the writer. 
He says that the official demonstration in 
honour of the Uoronation was only postponed, 
and came off a few days later with ^reat suc- 

C'JES. 

IbkL— "Died, at Fxuserburgh, on the 29th ult, 
the Right Rev. Alexander Jolly, D.D., Bishop 
of Moray. For some time before his death be 
had been unable, from age and infirmities^ to 
perform his official duties. He was conse- 
crated in 1796, and conttmied during the long 
period of 42 years to command the reverence 
and affection of all who knew him, and of 
thousands who only heard of his virtues, as 
the finest and most solitary modem specimen 
of the primitive saint and churchman. His 
meekness and humility were without boufMis ; 
and his charity was so extensive that he could, 
with the greatest difficulty, be induced to be- 
lieve ill of any of his fellow-creatures.*' 

July 18.— ISie Sheep audi Wool Fair held the 
previous week was very brisk. In wool there 
was a ri«e of thirty per cent, compared with 
the previous year's prices, and in sheep an ad- 
vance of from eight to ten per cent. The 
most valuable lot <^ wedders was the stock be- 
gging to Mr Houston of Kintradwell, which 
was bought by a liverpool salesman for £1 
lOs 6d each. Another Sutherland gentleman 
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bM his lot of sheep for £1 9t 9d eftch; and 
a thiid from the same county (Ifr SeUar, Mor- 
Tich)» topped the market for CheTioi woo), 
laid, which brought £1 2s 6d per stone. Ewes 
were greatly in demand to replace loans io 
various flocks, and the best sold for 22s. The 
run of prices is quoted as follows: — Cheviot 
wedders, 23s to 30s ; ewes, 17s to 22s; Umbs, 
12s to 14s. Cross wedders, IBs to 26s ; ewes, 
15s to 20s; hunbs, 10s to lis 6d. Blackfaoed 
wedders, 16s to 20b 6d; ewes, 10s to 13s. 
In wool the prices were — Gbeviot, laid, waahed, 
19s to 22b 6d ; unwashed, 16s to 17s 6d ; cross, 
washed, 15s to 16s 6d ; unwashed, 13s to 16s ; 
blackfaoed, laid, 9s to 10s 6d. Some choice 
lots of Cheviot wool, white, soM from 30s to 
32b, and blackfaced white at 12s per stone. 
''Every year,*' we are told, "diminishes the 
amount of blackfaced stock and wool brought 
into the market, the superior breed of sheep 
being now generally reared." Hie question of 
uniting the two ordinaries again excited 
acrimonious discussion, and the editor ex- 
presses the bope that in future there will be 
less ''personal and political feeling." 

Ibid.— A column of Highland anecdotes is pub- 
lished, as picked up from a gentleman "rich 
in memoriids of the olden time." Ooe men- 
tions a stone in the church-yand of Dunlichity, 
in Strathnaim, which was used by Highlanders 
in former times for sharpening arrows. It 
was situated in the east comer of the wall 
which surrounded the buzying-grouad of the 
Macphails and Shaws. Another anecdote is 
as follows : ~" Payments in kind, commonly 
called Icain,' long continued in the Highlands. 
In 1716 the lady of Aberarder had a number of 
fowls, eggs, kc,, delivered to her by way of 
rent. This pimdent lady had a kind <d 
measure for eggs, with a round hole througt^ it, 
so that everyone that was too small and did 
not stick in the hole was invariably returned 
to the tenants^ with instructions to send larger 
eggs in their stead." 

Ibid. — ^Extracts are given from a letter written 
by Donaki Madeod, one of the men who emi- 
grated from Snizort, in the Island of Skye, 
to New South Wales. It was dated Paterson 
River, February 2, 1838. The letter was 
cheerful, the people doing weU. All the Skye 
contingent were settled in one place, having 
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their own miniitar with them. Donald wrote 
to his friende not to be afraid of the eea, for 
"he had aometimes more trouble going to Flada- 
chuin than he experienced during all hia long 
▼oyagei*' 
July 26. — Two Tolumea which had been prepared 
by Mr Thomas Telford, O.E., were published 
l^ one of his executors, Ifir Bickman. They 
were to aome degree biographical, but relating 
cbiefly to the great works which Mr Telford 
had executed. One was a thick quarto 
Tolume, and the other a large volume 
of engraTings. "We have seldom," says the 
editor, '^eo a more superb work; nearly 
£4000, we believe, has b^ expended on the 
plates and leCterpress." Mr Bickman writes 
of his friend — 'Telford loved hia profession, 
and was so energetic in any task before him 
that all other motives became subordinate to 
it. He formed no matrimonial ccmoection, 
and lived bm a soldier, always in active service, 
without fixed babitation, until he had reached 
thai age which our forefathers deemed the 
Qcua) dose of life. Thus the aoquiaition and 
accumulation of property bad always been a 
secondary consideration with him." Telford 
left legacies to the amount of £16,600. This 
was not a large sum, considering the magni- 
tude of the woriu oo which he was employed. 

August 8. — ^The Shetlanders were in a state of 
desUtntion, and a committee was making 
efforts to obtain assistance from the fund sub- 
scribed the previous year for the relief of dis- 
tress in the Higblands and Islands. No less 
than £20,000 of this fund remained unap- 
propriated. Captain J. E. Gordon, formerly 
M.P. for Dundalk, who was interested in 
Ross-shire, proposed that part of the money 
should go to ^e support of a dispensary at 
Stmthpeiffer Spa. This proposal aroused 
strong critidsm. It was at first aocq>ted by 
the London Oommittee, but afterwards re- 
scinded. 

August 16.— The restoration of the Oathedral 
^urch of Dornoch was now completed. It 
was carried out at ihe expense of the Duchess- 
Countess of Sutherland, and is said to have 
cost over £6000. The parish dergymaa of 
the day would not sanction the introduction of 
stained-glass windows. 

Ibid.<^The story is told of tbe mdancholy fate 
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of a poor strolling player and his boy. They 
had gone to Lairg, ki Sutherland, about nine 
months before, ai^ set out in the direction of 
Altnaharra, to iiiterent people in a proposed 
entertainment. The man's wife and daughter, 
who had accompanied them to Lairg, remained 
t<here for a time, but as the two failed to re- 
turn, they subsequently left the place. Early 
in August the remains of ihe unfortunate 
stroller and his son were found on a solitary 
part of the farm of Shinness. They had ap- 
parently sunk on the ground exhausted, and 
died together, tbe father supporting the boy*s 
head and oovering it with part of his coot. 
"Thus perished the Icme outcast of the drama, 
with his unfortunate son, in a land of 
■erangers, amidst the wildest scenes of nature, 
and under cironmstances as touching as any 
which draw tears on the stage." The pathetic 
■tory is reproduced in full im the Highland 
Notebook. 

August 22. — ^Parliament was prorogued on the 
16th inst. by her Majesty in person. The 
session had been laborious and trying to Ifiini- 
sters. Lord Durham's policy in Canada was 

- the theme of warm discussion. 

Ibid. — ^The statue whidb crowns the colossal 
monument on Ben-Bhraggie, to the memory of 
the first Duke of Sutherland, was approaching 
completion. "We had the curiosity last week 
to measure the dimensions of the head of the 
statue. Its circumference is ten feet two 
inches ; from the forehead to the back of the 
head is three feet two inches, and across the 
temple is two feet nine indbes. Sir Francis 
Ohantrey may well feel gratified by the success 
with which his assistant has worked out his 
admirable model on so magnificent a scale." 

August 29. — ^"A prospectus will be found in our 
adrertisiDg oohimns of a new Joint Stock 
Bank, proposed to be established in Inver- 
ness." This was the beginning of the Cale- 
donian Banking Company. 

September 5. — ^Extracts are given from a manu- 
script volume preserved at lloyhall, written 
by Lady Ann Duff or M3ackintosh in the 
eig^iteeoth century. It gives partioulars of the 
funeral of the nineteenth Chief, who died at 
Dalcross Castle in December 1704. "He lay 
in state from the 9th December to the 18th of 
January. There were two thousand foot, oi 
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hii own name and dan, at the foneral, be- 
sides the Macphersons and Farqnhannns. 
There were two hundred bone, or more, at 
it. Keppoch was there, and deven scoie of 
foot. It k said that when the first part of 
the procession was entering the Ohuich-yaid 
of Petty, tibe last wae only leaving Bakross, 
a distance of nearly three miles. Li order to 
please the common peo^e, the corpse being 
put upon a hearse haying six cross bars, was 
canied on their shoulders ; and old women ac- 
companied the prooesiion, who sang melan- 
choly songs lamenting the deceased, which is 
called singing the coronach. The family anna 
were placed on the coffin, and the piper, with 
a black flag to his pipe, also attended." 
The twentieth Chief^ Lachlan, who died 
in 1731, lay in state at Dalcroas 
Ckstle for six weeks, until his succes- 
sor, William, who was abroad, could re- 
turn io be present at the funeraL 'The ex- 
pense attending his intennent cost £700 
sterling, and twice the number of men were 
present." The writer, Lady Ann, was the 
widow of the twentieth C9iief, and daugh- 
ter of Alexander Duff of Drummuir. She &- 
approved of such ''parades.'* The same lady 
entertained Prince Charles and the Duke of 
Cumberland at Invemess in 1746, and re- 
marked, 'Tve had two King's babrns living 
with me in my time, and to tell you the 
truth I wish I may never have another." Ac- 
cording to Mr Mackintoeh, the historian of 
the dui, Lady Ann Mirvived her huri>and, the 
twentieth Chief, nineteen years. 
Ibid.~^e same issue contains extracts from a 
paper in the "Quarterly Journal of Agricul- 
ture," on the causes of the recent destitution 
in the Highlands. It was written by Mr 
Alexander Macgregor, licentiate of the t^urch 
of Scotland, manse of Kilmuir, Sl^e, after- 
wards so well known sm the minister of the 
West Church, Inverness. Among the inmiedi- 
ate causes of destitution were the failure 
of the kelp trade and the herring fisheries, tiie 
faH in the value of black cattle, and the cessa- 
tion of employment at the making of public 
roads. In addition to these are enumerated, 
first, an excess of population; second^ early 
and improvident marriages ; third, the lotting 
system and the continued sub-division of 

ao 
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landi; loarth, iNkd hnsbaodxy, or the mii- 
management of domMtio aoonomj. Mr Ibo- 
gregor gires a striking aocoont ci tbB erik of 
nilHliTiaion. ''On many farma,'* faa aaya, "by 
meaaa of this baaeful systam, tha popolatioo 
haa doubled within tha last sixteen yean.** 
Ho also mentioos that in tha immigiant 
ships tha prerioiis year, 4£Q persoos were from 
the diiferent parishes in 6kye, and these bad 
left behind £hem 264 indiridnals, their nearest 
lelatiTes, of whom 103 were petents or aged 
sixers, who had thus lost their chief stay sad 
support. The editor joins in oandemning the 
piactioe of continued sub-dirision, and sng- 
gMts that the fisheries on the West Ooast 
might be extended. ''Tbe greatest fishing 
now carried on in the kies/' be says, "is by 
the London ood-smacks, and by the Irisb, who 
bare frequented for some years the different 
banks in the channels between BsmrHsady 
Oott, and Tiree. Why should not our own 
countrymen STsil themselves of tbew natural 
adTantagesT Why fold their baoda in supine- 
ness and despairr The problem at that time 
was eridently more than usually serious. 

Ibid.— ^e annonncement is made of the ap- 
pointment of Mr Peter Eraser, as Sheriff of 
the Idand of Van Diemen's lisnd. Mr Fimser 
was a son of the lata minister <A Kirkhill, 
and had been four years in the Colonial Qfi&oe. 

Ibki.^The Rot. Mr OunpbeU, minkter of the 
East Church, InTemess, had been presented to 
the parish of Tarbat. He also facetred a 
unanimous cali 

September 12 and 19.— These issues contain 
noticea of the death and funeral of AlA^^n^ ^ 
William Chiabobn of CSnshcOm, late member 
for tha county of InTemesfl. Ha wsa attacked 
with seTcre illoess on 1st August, in tha CUe^ 
doniao Hotel, Inyemess, and died thera on 
8tb September, aged twenty-eight. Oiisholm's 
father died in 1817, and in addiHim to his 
widow appointed as tuton and guardians to 
his son, Charles Qrant, afterwards Lord Qltti- 
elg. Sir John Peter Qrant of Rothieouiohus, 
and other gentlemen. Young Qiisholm was 
educated at Eton and Oambiliga. H« nerer 
seems to hare enjoyed robust heaHi», but his 
speeches display so active mind. He is do- 
scribed in the contemporary notice am "tk 
young gentleman of conaidieTable at^lnmenta 
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and of amicable dispositioa" The funeral, 
which took place on the 18th Inst., waa at- 
tended by a large gathering from the county, 
and by the Piovost and Magistrates of Inver- 
ness. Mr Macdonell of Qlengarry, cousin of 
the deoeaMd, was present aa chief moumer. 
Ctdsholm's father was buried in the Priory of 
Beanly, but the remains of the young C^ief 
were laid, by his own request, in the beauti- 
ful spot, near Erchlees Osstle^ where some 
ol his ancetfton bad been int^red. The 
funeral was supposed to be the largest that 
had been witnessed in the North for many 
years. The deceased was succeeded by his 
brother, Oaptain Duncan Chish<^ of the 
Guards, an accomplished <^ker, who had dis- 
tinguished himself at College, and who was 
then with his regiment in Canada 

September 26.— On the prerious Friday Mr 
Thomas Mackenzie of Applecross, M.P. for 
Ross-shire, was entertained to dinner at Tain. 
The chair was taken by Mr Ross of Cro- 
marty, who was then Provost of Tain. The 
dinner was held in the Court-House, which 
was ornamented with deers* heads, shot by Mr 
Horatio Ross of Rossis, m Hinngary,and said 
to be the largest in Europe. The gathering 
took the form of a Consenratiye demonstra- 
tion. 

Ibid.— A curious case came before tiie C^onit 
Court. A shopkeeper in Inverness was ac- 
cused of assaulting his brother. The brother 
was called as a witness, but it was objected 
that he was an outlaw. ftool of outlawry 
was given, and the public prosecutor abandoned 
the case. Later in the day the discredited 
witness attacked the man who had given proof 
of his outlawry. The assailant was appre- 
hended aiod fined in the Police Court. 

October 3. — ^The Northern Meeting, which was 
held the previous week, is described as one of 
the most successful and spirited for many 
years. The Duke of Richmond was present, 
and was appointed patron of the Meeting in 
succession to the late Duke of Gordon. Thus, 
it is stated, the old tie which existed between 
Gordon Castle and the Highland capital was 
renewed. Dinners as well as balls were held 
in the Meeting Rooms. Games were held at 
the Longman. 

Ibid. — There was an acceleration of mails to the 
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extend of about «ight boon. The Soatb mail 
from Perth arnvMl at baU-paet two in the 
moming, instead of half-p«it ten<| and left fof 
the North at three in the morning. Letten 
were delivered in InvemeM before breakfaat. 
The mail for Perth was deepatched at ten 
o'clock in the evening. 

October 10.—- The young Docheu of Buocleach 
had a narrow escape the previous week on 
Ben-Nevis. The Duke had been deer-stalking 
in Badenoch, and the Duchese was staying at 
Gorpach Inn. With a young relative and a 
gnide her Grace set out one fine day to ascend 
Ben-Nevis. They reached the summit, but 
soon afterwards fog came on and tlie guide 
became bewildered. Their delay in returning 
excited alarm, and the inhabitants of Fort- 
William were musteting for rescue, when Mr 
John Maodonald, proprietor of the Ben-Nevis 
Distillery, mounted ibis horse, and, taking 
with him a handbell, cantered out into the 
dark night. "The sound of the bell caught 
the ear of the wanderers, and the Duchess and 
her noble relative were, by his ingenious de- 
vice, rescued from their dangerous situation. 
Ifr Maodonakl's plaid being converted into a 
temporary pack-saddle, the noble lady was 
conveyed, in an almost exhausted state, to 
Fort-Wiliiam, where tired nature's sweet re- 
storer^ effaced all traces of her toil'* 

Ibid.— -A Harvest Home in Nairn (a gathering 
carried on for many years) and an Agricul- 
tural Show in Lochaber are reported in this 
issue. There is also a notice of *'The Moun- 
tain Minstrel," by Evan M'CoU. 

October 17. — ^At a meeting of Commissioners at 
Elgio, it was agreed to erect new jails in 
Elgin and Forres. 

October 24. — ^The resignation of l4ord Durham 
as Governor-General of Canada is announced. 
He was "stung to the quick by the con- 
tumelies thrown upon him by Lord Brougham 
and the Oonservative peers, and the cold 
neglect with which !his daims were treated by 
his friends of the Ministry." 

Ibid.— A dispatch is published aniKHincing the 
death of Sir Robert Grant, Governor of Bom- 
bay, son of the late Oharles Grant, and 
brother of Lord Glenelg. The editor men- 
tions that wlien Grant was at CSunbridge, 
Btobert Ball was preaching there, and the 
young student was one of his most constant 
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hearers and devoted admiren. Wilberforce 
induced him to enter Parliament. "He waa 
aucoeesively representative for the Inverness 
District of Burghs, Norwich and Finsbary. 
In the House of Conmions he dad not speak 
often, but always with eloquence and effect, 
and no member was listened to with more at- 
tention—A result produced equally by the in- 
trinsic value of his speeches and by the moral 
dignity of his character." 

October 31. — ^Thers is an interesting article from 
the editor^s pen on a visit to the land of 
Bums^ 

November 7. — There were rejoicings at Bose- 
haugh and oth^ pkces in Ross-shire on the 
marriage of Mr liackenzie, yr. of Scatwell, to 
Lady Anne Fitzwilliam. 

November 14.— 'Mk* John Smith, A. II., par- 
ochial schoohnaster of Ardersier, was enter- 
tained to a public dinner, and presented with 
a gold medal, voted by the Oeltic Society, for 
his long and meritoriooe services as a teacher. 

Ibid.— ''Died, at 9 Manor Place, Edinburgh, on 
the 7th inst., in the 84th year of her age, Mrs 
Anne Qrant, late of Laggao, widow of the 
Rev. James Qrant of Laggan, in the county 
of Inverness." A memoir of Mrs Grant 
appears in a subsequent issue. 

November 21. — ^Extracts are gi^ea from the re- 
port of a public meeting held in Bombay to 
perpetuate the memory of the late Qovemor, 
Sir Robert Qrant. It was sUted that Sir 
Robert had been mainly instrumental in 
establishing tbe Chamber of Commerce^ in for- 
warding steam communication, in construct- 
ing roi^, in lessening public burdens, and in 
ameliorating the ooncUtion of the natives. 

Ibid.— Letters and announcements in connection 
with the Caledonian Banking Company had 
appeared in several issues. A paragraph on 
this date says — *' Our feeders will be glad to 
observe that this bank has now been fairly 
established, and the numerous and respectable 
appearance of shareholders at the meeting 
augurs well for its future success. It is most 
pleasing to observe the unanimity and cordi- 
ality which prevailed on every question sub- 
mitted to the meeting; and everyone joins in 
saying that a better election of Extraoidinary 
and Ordinary Directors could not have been 
made." Mackintosh of Mackintosh presided 
at the first meeting, and his name heads the 
list of Extraordinary Direct(»s. 
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KoTember 28.— A Secession Oiapel was in coone 
<^ erection at Ttin. One of the ceom that 
d erection at Tain, (hie of the oaniee that 
the heritoci in the Paxiah Cburdh. The town 
of Kirkwall had been lighted with gaa. 

Ibid. — ^There it a deecriptioD of the original 
maooacripte of the Waveiley Koreli, which 
the editor haa inspected on the premisee of Mr 
Cadell, publisher, Edinburgh. 

December 5.— A vessel of 400 tons register was 
launched at Inyemess, bnilt by Mr Cook Iw 
Mr Ure, Marybnrgh, and to be employed in 
the timber trade between the Moiay Firth 
and Newcastle. 8be waa named the Stirling 
CMle. 

December 12.-— The Outadian insuxreotion had 
broken out again, but had been suppressed. 
There is a ik>^« giving an account of the cap- 
ture of Mk* EUioe, M.P.» by the rebek, and 
his subsequent release. A full account of this 
incident appeared recently in "Chambers's 
Journal," from a diary kept by Mr Ellioe's 
sister-in-law, who still suryives (1904). 

Ibid.-'Mr Alexander Qray, accountant, Glas* 
gow, was appointed manager of the Oaledooian 
Bank. A sum of £967 had been subscribed 
for a new harbour at Nairn, and an appeal was 
made for more funds. The marriage of 
Brodie of Brodie to Miss Baillie, daughter of 
Ool<mel Hugh Baillie of Tairadale, was cel»- 
brated with rejoicings on the estates. 

December 19.— At a meeting in the Town Hall 
it waa resolved to establkh a Savings Bank 
in Inverness. There was also a proposal on 
foot for the formation of an Inverness Farmer 
Society. A Society existed in the earlier part 
of the century, but had expired. 

Ibid. — "Hie Town Council settled a long-standing 
dispute as to the appropriation of I^ Andrew 
Bell's educational endowment. One plan was 
to devote the money exclusively to the erec- 
tion and maintenance of <»e large seminary; 
another was to endow several subordinate 
schools along with a oentral institutaoo. The 
seoofkd scheme was carried by 16 votes to 4. 
"Accordingly, a central institution wiU be 
erected in Farraline Park; the infant school 
at the top of Osatle Street will be purchased 
by the trustees; a district school will be 
erected in Tomnahurich Street, and another 
school on the Maggot; these iHll be in addi- 
tion to the school in the Meoldnch already 
supported by the trustees.*' 
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Ibid.— On the 17tb of September a ship called 
the Asia failed from Cromarty with about 280 
emignoto, from the countiee ol Roes and In- 
Temeaa, for New South Wales. On getting 
to tea ihe proved rery leal^, aod put into 
Plymouth, where ahe was declared unfit for 
the voyage. The food provided for the paa- 
aengers waa also pooir aod inaufficient. The 
case waa the subject of inquiry. 

Deoember 26.— It ia announced that Alexander 
Hilne, of New Orleans, a natave of ICoray- 
ahire, had left 100,000 doUara for the erection 
of a pubUc school at Fochabers, and a bequeat 
for the poor of the village. By aome oversight 
he named no parties in the will as admi^a- 
trators, and tbe inhabitants of Fochabers ap- 
plied to the Court oi Session on the aubjeet 
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No. XV. 

Pditical affain were irery troabled in 1889. 
Hie Omadian questicHi, Irish crime and agi- 
tation, the rise of Chartism, the situation in 
Jamaica, all embarrassed the Whig GoFem- 
ment, whioh had but a small majority, and 
had inonrred the dislike of the Badioal wing 
of the party. The temper of the Jamaica 
planters had been embittered by the 
emancipation of the negroes, and the local 
Assembly entered into conflict with the home 
Ministry in connection with a Priscms Act. 
Accordingly * bill was introduced into the 
House of Ckwimons for the purpose of sus- 
pending the Constitution of Jamaica for fire 
yean. On the motion for going into 
Committee the GoiremmMit had * majority 
of only Aire irotes, and Lord Melbourne and 
his colleagues, wearied by tiie constant strain, 
tendered their reeignation to the Queen. Sir 
Bobert Peel was sent for, and waa expected 
to form a Qo^emment, but the Queen insisted 
on keeping aereral ladies of her Bedchamber, 
and this led to a rupture. Lord Melbourne 
withdrew his resignation and resumed office. 
Before the crisis occurred. Lord Qleneig had 
resigned office as Colonial Minister. The Go- 
Tomment brought forward a measure for the 
legisktiye union of the two Cbmadas, but it 
was not carried until the following year. The 
session, however, had two useful results : " In 
1889 the cause of education won its first con- 
siderable triumph in England; in 1839 a 
penny postage was finally adopted.'' The 
new postal syBtem came into operation in 
January 1840. 

In 1889 the Scottish CSiurch question, which 
ended in the Disruption, began to assume an 
acute form. The members of the Presby- 
tery of Dunkeld were rebuked by the Court 
of Session for their action in the Lethendy 
case. The House of Lords gare its decision 
in the Auchterarder case, declaring the Veto 
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Act illegal. It was at this time that Hugh 
Miller wrote the famous letter to Lord 
Brcugham, which led to his appointment as 
editor of the " Witness," the newspaper estab- 
lished in fidinirurgh by the Non-Intrusion 
party. 

From the ** Inverness Courier." 
1839. 

January 2. — ^Mr Alexander Shepperd, Town- 
Clerk of Inyemeas, died the previous week. 
He had long been a solicitor in Inyerness, en- 
joying an eztentiye practice. 

January 9. — ^There is an account of the death of 
Mrs Maclean, wife of the Goyemor at Cape 
Coast Castle. The lady is known in liter- 
ature as L. E. L. (Letitia Elizabeth Landon). 
She died from taking an overdose from a phial, 
which was supposed to have been imbibed to 
relieve cppasms. 

Ibid. — ^Fresb efforts w«re made to suppress 
begging in Inverness. Funds were to be col- 
lected and placed under the management of the 
clergy and Magistratea 

Ibid. — An extract from the Gardener's Maga- 
zine describes the gardens at Dalvey, in 
Morayshire. Mr l£icleod of Dalvey was 
among the first to introduce ifito Morayshire 
the modem improvements of gardening, and 
his collection contained Bom« of the newest 
and rarest plants in the district. 

January 16.— A terrific hurricane raged over a 
great part of the kingdom the previous week, 
destroying building and shippiug, rooting up 
trees, and overturning stage coaches and rail- 
road waggons. Hie gale, however, was not 
much felt in the neighbourhood of Inverness. 
The north mail was upset near HelmsdaJe, but 
no one sustained serious injury. 

Ibid. — ^The curious fact is mentioned that Wil- 
liam Pitt, Prime Minister, was in the habit of 
purchasing a great part of his port wine in 
Inverness. **The old firm of Eraser, Wilson 
and Co., imported their wiues direct froii 
Oporto; and whether they went to greatei 
expense or were too honest to adulterate, their 
wines were considered to be of the richest and 
choicest quality. Pitt had been introduced to 

31 
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our InTerneit port at the table of the Duchem 
of Gordon." 

January 30. — ^Mr Alexander Mactavish, solicitor, 
waa elected Town-Clerk of Invemeaa. In the 
same iaaue there is an account of a trip through 
Perthshire. The agitation for the repeal ox 
the Oom Laws had begun, and is noticed in 
this article. In the next issue it was stated 
that the agitation might be said to comprise 
the daily food of the London journals. 

February 6.— /There is a report of a dinner given 
at Woodside of Doune to Mr P. B. AinsUe, 
GommisBioner for the Earl of Moray ; also a 
report of a dinner and presentation of |4ate 
to Mr A. J. Robertson of lushes, near Inver- 
ness. Mr Robertson had made extensive im- 
provements on his property, '"which provided 
food and comforts to numbers of the indus- 
trious poor during times of more than ordinary 
dbtress and scarcity." 

Ibid.— Elizabeth, Duchess-Countess of Suther- 
land, died in London <m the previous Tuesday, 
in her seventy-fourth year. Her Grace was 
Countess of Sutherland in her own right, and 
married the Mkrquia of Stafford, who was 
created Duke of Sutherland in 1833. 

Ibid. — ^'There has not been a day in the memory 
of the oldest man living equat to that of Wed- 
needay last with drift and snow. Hie roads 
north, south, east, and west were completely 
blocked up, so that no communication could 
be had from any quarter. On Friday there 
were two south, two north, and one Aberdeen 
mail due, and on that day the mail bags were 
taken on horseback. The principal detention 
on the Highland road is between Pitmain and 
Dalwhinnie, and the snow in some places is 
upwards of fifteen feet deep." Next week it 
is announced that the roads were clear. 

February 13. — 'The London journals of Satur- 
day contain the unexpected resignation of the 
amiable and eloquent Lord Glenelg, Secretary 
for the Cokmies." His lordship sitated in his 
place in the Upper House that he had received 
a communication from the Cabinet involving 
alterations in the arrangement of offices. He 
said that this communication was "utterly 
unforeseen and unexpected by him," azid he 
felt it his duty to resign. There was much 
speculation on the eubject, but little definite 
information was supplied. The Canadian 
question had really brought about the sever- 
ance. Lord Glenelg never again held office. 
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Ibid.~-A report appears on the state of paoper- 
iflm in the town and parish of Inyeniess, pre- 
pared by a Cbfflmittee of Heritors, Magi- 
strates, and memben of Kirk-Session. 
Schedules had been retamed which set down 
the number of permanent and occasional poor 
claiming assistance as 896. Of these 676 were 
reported as in need of permanent relief, and 
111 as in need of occasional assistanoe, making 
up 786. The number of persona whose claims 
were rejected waa 110. The amount of funds 
available for relief was about £600 a year, 
showing a deficiency of fiom £1000 to £1500. 
The Committee was persuaded that the de- 
mands of the poor muat be met either by a 
legal assessment, or by voluntary oontriba- 
tiona, definitely subscribed, for a term of years 
in proportion to rental and to means and sob- 
staoce. 

Ibid. — ^The obituary announces the deatlk of HV 
James Fraser, at Drummond, in the county of 
Pictoii, Novia Scotia, in the 82nd year of his 
age. He was one of the beads of families who 
emigrated in 1804. He called his new home 
Drummond, "after the loved and cherished 
TCsidence of his forefathers," (m the south 
bank of Loch-Ness. Another entry records 
the disath of Alexander Fridge, at Baltimore, 
Haayland, in the 73rd year of his age. He 
was a native of Elgin, but bad spent fifty 
years of his life in America, and "waa a father 
to every Morayshire man who deserved and 
desired his assistance in his adopted country.'* 

Februaxy 20. -^A meeting was held in the Tnides 
HaU, Inverness, which passed resolutions in 
favour of the repeal of the Com Lawa. Mr 
William Dallas, merdhant, was in the chair, 
and Mr Macandrew, solicitor, was one of the 
chief speakers. 

February 27. — ^There Ut a report of the funenl 
of the late Duchess-Countess of Sutherland. 
The interment took place in the fomily vault 
of the Oftthedral of Dornoch. The remains of 
the Duchess were conveyed by steamer from 
London to Aberdeen, and thence by land, in a 
heane drawn by six horses, to I>unrol»n. The 
coffin lay in state in the Castle for three days. 

Ibid.^A meeting was held on the 15th inst. for 
the formation of an Inverness Farmer Society. 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh waa present, and 
moved Mr Davidson of Cantray into the chair, 
as the latter had taken much trouble in origin- 
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ating the mayement Mr Thomas Falconer, 
•olicitor, waa appomted the first Secretary. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Al«Kaoder Qnj, who tiad been ap- 
pointed manager of the Oaledonian Bank, died 
at Perth -while on his way to assume his duties. 

Ifarch 6. — ^The lovcmess Farmer Society held 
their first exhibition of grain on the 1st inst. 
''The exhibitton," it is stated, *Vas highly 
creditable to our agrioaltaral friencb, especi- 
ally considering the late untoward season; 
and if the same spirit is evinced hereafter, the 
formation of the Society will form a new era 
in the aAfoels of the farmer in this part of the 
country." The first prise went to Ifrs Fraser 
of Fingask for potato oats, and the second to 
Mr Dayidson of Cantray for Hopeton oats. 
At the dinner a suggestion was made for the 
establishment of a market for milk cows. 
Sites having been spoken of, one of the mem- 
bers said he had a great aversion to town dues, 
aod he thought ground at Inshes would be 
suitable. The subject was reserved for further 
consideration. The same issue records a 
ploughing match, held ait Midooul, by the 
Petty and Ardersier Farmer Society. In sub- 
sequent issues there are reports of shows or 
ploughing matches heid by the Black Isle 
Society, the Nairn Society, and other local 
Associations. 

Ibid. — ''On Monday last the workmen engaged 
in the erectioo of the new inn, High Street, 
adjoining the British linen Company's bank- 
ing office, found part of a deer's horn, 36 
inches in length, sbout ten feet below the 
surface of the street. Part of the bom was 
covered with sea-shells, the debris of some flood 
in remote antiquity.'* 

Ibid. — ^The issue contains adoi address issued by 
Bishop Maodonell to the Irish Qittholics of 
Upper Panada. It condemns the recent dis- 
affection in Oanada, and oommeods the loyaHy 
and good conduct of the Bishop's people. 

March 13. — A Committee of the House of Com- 
mons was appointed to consider the subject of 
tihe improvement and completion of the Cale- 
donian Canal. A valuable report had been 
submitted by an engineer, Mr Walker, who 
was convinced that an extensive plan oi repair 
and improvement was neoesnry to give the 
undertiJdng a fair chance, and cany out the 
original design of Mr Telford. 

Ibid. — ^The PoBtmaster-Geoeral was pleased to 
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direct the efttaUiabmeut of » daily penny poet 
to Gftwdor, under the charge of Mr John Mac- 
gilliTray, baker tbere. The esti^ of Barra 
waa exposed to «al« at the npoet price of 
£36,000, and knocked down to M!r Jamea 
Menziea at £42,060. A public meetmg at 
Oromarty oondemned the Com Laws. 

March 20. — ^The heritora and OommiasionerB of 
Supply of the ciTUnty of InTemeae met to con- 
aider the state of the Com Lawa Sheriff 
l^rtler moved a readution in favour of the 
existing ayatem. Lord Lovat moved an 
amendment to the effect that the oncertainty 
cauaed by the proaent aystem waa injnrioua to 
the T^elfare of the country, and praying the 
Legiaiature to take the aubject into their moat 
careful conaideration. Sheriff l^tier'a motion 
waa carried by 23 to 4. 

March 27. — ^Mir Villien submitted a motion in 
the Houae of Omamona for a Committee to 
conaider the Cbm Laws. l%e queation waa 
debated for five nighta. Jn the end the motion 
waa defeated by 342 votea to 195— majority, 
147. 

April 3. — ^It waa proposed, by a Joint Stock 
Scheme, to erect a market place in Invemeaa 
behind tike Epiacopal Church (St John'a). 
The ground waa for sale, and immediate entry 
could be obtained. 

Ibid.— On Wedneadiay, 20tb March, the ahock of 
an earthquake waa diatinctly felt in the moun- 
taioous tract of country extending from Fort- 
Auguatua to Kinguaaie and Laggan, in- Bade- 
noch. The ahock occuired between two and 
three o'clock in the morning. It does not 
aeem to have extended further east than Fort- 
Augustus, in the Qreat Glen. 

Ibid.— It is stated that in the Northern Infirm- 
ary a remarkable case occurred of the power 
of apeech and motion being reatored after a 
period of nine yeara. laabeUa Mackemde, aged 
32, from the pariah of Ferintoeh, waa admired 
to the hoapita> on 27th October 1838. Her 
mother atated that ahe was in the habitual en- 
joyment of robust health until nine years be- 
fore, when she was seised with a severe attack 
of scarlet fever, and never recovered from its 
effects. The power of speech waa entirely 
lost, and during the whole period she was con- 
fined to bed. At the Infirmary the utmost at- 
tention was paid to improve her general 
health* and in three months the was able, with 
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MuitMiM, to walk acroM tlM ward. Power- 
ful renediet w«r» then applied to bring bade 
her facohy of apeeob, bot for » time witfaoqt 
effect 'IHectTicitj waa employed for about a 
week, and during that time aereral q»arks 
were taken from the tongue, till the patient 
began to complain by eigne of » bnmiog aenaa- 
tion in the throat. Thia waa followed in the 
coorae of a few daya by an imperfect attempt 
at apeech. Her knproTement ia now iteadily 
progreaiing, and ahe ia ab)e to carry on a eoa- 
reraation.'* 

Ibid.— A letter from Skye reporta a caae of aecond 
eight A man named William Macleod, a 
gamekeeper from Baaaay, bad Tiaited Portree, 
and on hia way back had diaappeared. "After 
an intenral of «ght daya, a man from Portree 
came forward and atated that fourteen yean 
ago, while he waa herding cattle in the day- 
light, he had a Tinon of a man falling over 
a certain rock (which he deacribed), dreaaed in 
ligfrt doChea, and reaembling in hia general 
appeaiaaoe the individiial who waa miaaing. 
It waa agreed to viait the spot, and! accord- 
ingly a boat waa procured, and the 'gifted 
aeer' proceeded with a pktrty of men in the 
directi<m of the rock by the eeaaide. At the 
preciae apot the body of the unfortunate game- 
keeper waa diacorered. It ia auppoaed that 
after he had left Porteee, he had gone on hia 
journey aa f ar aa the cairn opponte Raaaay, 
and that» miataking hia way at thia point 
(for the evening waa dark and atormy), he bad 
faUeo over a rock, and thus met with hia 
death.*' Ihe editor expreaaea the hope that 
the remaina of the deoeaaed and ibo drcum- 
atanoea of hia death had been examined by the 
proper anthoritiea. 

April 17.— 'Hie Naimahire Bible Sodety held ita 
twenty-fifth annual meeting. The fnoda 
amounted to about £40, being £10 more than 
the previona year. Since ita commencement 
in 1840 the Socioty had been enabled to devote 
about £1030 to the droolation of the Scrip- 
turea at home and abroad. 

April 24.— John Qalt, author of ''Annala of the 
Pariah," ftc., died on April 9th at Greenock. 
The Rev. William Lealie, miniater of the 
united pariahea of St Andrewa and Lhan- 
biyde, Morayahire, died on the 13th inat He 
waa in the 92nd year of hia age and 66th of 
hia ministry. A tribute ia paid to Ifr Ledie's 
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hoipitelity and kiiidlinew, aod it is itated that 
he xetained hii cheerfolneM, beiMToleiice, and 
Tivacity to the last. 
May 1.— The Mamoch Church case was dis- 
cussed at the Synod of Moray on a complaint 
against a sentence of the Presbytery of Stiath- 
bogie sisting proceedings in the settlement. 
After considerable discussion, it was resolTed, 
by 24 votes to 9, to refer the case to the 
General Assembly. 
May 8.— The judgment of the House of Lords 
is given in the Auchteraixler case. By this 
decision the Veto Act passed by the Church 
of Scotland was finally declared to be illegal 
Uad Brougham, who delivered the leading 
judgment, spoke tfx three hours. 
Ibid.— Mr Matthew Adam, rector of the In- 
verness Royal Academy, resigned office on the 
directors agreeing to graot him a retiring 
allowance of £60 per annum. [At this point 
several numbers are missing from the file, a 
most unfusual occurrence.] 
Jme 12. — ^The Presbytery of Inverness moderated 
in a call to the Rev. David Sutherland, 
preacher of Uie Gospel, to be minister of the 
East Church. At the same meeting a discus- 
sion arose as to the style of the new church 
on the west side of the river. The minutes of 
a previous meeting bore that the Presbytery 
had appointed this church to be called 'the 
First Church of Invemen." Dr Rose ob- 
jected, and moved that the words be expunged 
from the minutes. Rev. Mr dark considered 
the motion unconstitutiooal, and moved its 
rejection. Mir Eraser, Dores, propoaed as a 
third motion that the matter be delayed, and 
submitted to the decisi<M> oi the Kirk-Session, 
and this motion was carried. Dr Rose dis- 
sented, and ^>pealed to the Synod. 
June 19.-— A monster petition from the Ohartists, 
signed by 1,280,000 persons, was presented to 
the House of Commons. It required five men 
to Uft it, and in point of form at resembled 
"a cylinder of parchment about the diameter 
of a coach-wheel, and was literally roHed into 
the House." The petition prayed for universal 
suffrage, vote bj ballot, annual Parliaments, 
the abolition of the property qualification of 
members, sAd the payment of members. 
Ibid.— There is a report of the proceedings in 
the Court of Session when the members of the 
Presbytery of Dunkekl appeared at the bar of 
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the Comt of Seidon, and were rebuked for 
breach ci interdict. This it known in Church 
hietoiy ae the Lethendy case. 

Jnne 26. — ^The process of railways in England 
and Scotland had recently caused a great de- 
mand for firwood in the North of Scotland. 
'*The sovnd of the axe and the sawmill are 
beard in the loneliest and most remoCe parts of 
the Highlands. We have heard of one pro- 
prietor selling his firwood for £10,000, and 
another for £5300. Within Uie last eight or 
ten yean a vast number of sales of this kind 
have been effected, ranging firmn eight or ten 
thousand to as many hundreds each. A con- 
siderable amount of shipping is engaged in 
this trade ; and the vessels tluit carry out the 
timber in the sh«pe of railroad-sleepers, pit- 
props, ftc., generally return witii cargoes of 
coal, lime, and other commodities. The num- 
ber of men employed in felling the trees, saw- 
ing them up a<Mi exporting them, ia also a 
source of great advantage to the country.*' 

July 3. — ^There is a long notice of the Memoir of 
WiHiam Forsyth of Cromarty, by Hu^^ 
Miller, printed for private droulation. Tit» 
notice closes as follows : — ^"Mr Miller, like the 
subject of his Memoir, seems to have selected 
Cromaity as the chosen scene of his exertions ; 
it has been well worked up l^ both ; but the 
author has the advantage of the merchant, as 
his stores are more readily diffused over the 
kingdom where, we have no doubt, they will 
be found after many days, and be long prised 
as faithful and delightful pictures of 8<x>ttish 
Society and manners." 

July 10. — ^Tho Chancellor of the Excheqpier 
brought forward his Budget <» the previous 
Friday. Its one important feature was the 
proposal to establish penny postage. Petitions 
on the subject had been pouring in to Pailia- 
ment from all parts of the country. Another 
piece of news was the report of a serious riot 
at Birmingham, arising from a oonllict be- 
tween the Chartists and the police. 

Ibid.— "This day is publieftied; price threepence. 
Letter to Lord Brougham, oo the opinions ex- 
pressed by his lordship in the Anchterarder 
case. By Hugh Miller, banker, Cromarty. 
John Johnstone, Edinburgh.'* 

Julry 17.— The annual Sheep and Wool Fair was 
heki the previous week. A scarcity of sheep 
had arisen in consequence of rot in parts of 
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EnglaiHl and SootlAod. Acc<Mrdingly, Cheviot 
weddera sold at an advance of from 
la to 28 6d over the pncea of 1838 ; bat there 
waa a drop in the price of ewee owing to the 
loBMt eustained by last year's pnrohasen, and 
the exertions made by rearers of stock in the 
South to increase and improve their flodci. 
In wool there was a decline of from 10 to 16 
per cent., but the rates were still considered 
fair and remunerative. Figures were quoted 
as follows: -Cheviot wedders, 23s to 32s; 
ewes, 14s to 19s; lambs, 10s to 13s. Cross 
wedders, 20s to 258 ; ewes, 128 to 168 ; lambs, 
98 to lis 6d. Blackfaced wedden, 16s to 228 ; 
ewes, lOs to 128 ; lambs, 7s to Ss 3d. Cheviot 
wool, laid, washed, 18s to 20s; unwashed, 
14s to 16s. Cross, washed, 128 to 13s; un- 
washed, lOs to lis. Bhtckfaced, laid, Ss to 
9s; wbite, 10s 6d to 128. The market was 
well attended. Sir Charles Gk>rd<Mi, Secretary 
ol the Highland and Agriculture Society, was 
present, to make airangements for a show to 
be held at Inverness in October. At one of 
the ordinaries, The Mackintosh proposed the 
health of Colonel Mackintosh ol Farr, wbo 
had jiust returned to his native country from 
India, after an absence of thirty years. In 
acknowledging the compliment, Colonel Mack- 
intosh dwelt on the great changes which had 
taken place in the North during the long 
period of his absence, the improvements in 
planting and cultivating the soil, tbe intio- 
duction of steam navigation, thi^ formation of 
roads, and the general advance made in the 
arts of civilisation. Another visitor was Mr 
M'Biarmid, the editor of the ^'Dumfries 
Courier," who held a high standing in the 
provincial press, and wibo delivered a graphic 
speech oa the happiness of rural life. 
Ibid. — An action was brought before the Sheriff- 
Substitute of the eastern Division of Ross- 
shire by the Eirk-Se«sioo of Edderton against 
a pensioner there for payment of the penalty 
of ten pounds Scots, allied to be due by him 
for Tiolating t^he Act of 1664, xxgarding Church 
discipline. "The demand wb« resisted— first, 
because the Treasurer of the Kiric-Session had 
no right to pursue for the penalty without the 
Procnrator-Fiscal*B concurrence, particolariy 
as one-half of the amount was ordered to be 
aipplied for pioos uses, and the other half to 
be divided into two equal parts, between tho 

32 
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informer and ooutable, for Itringiiig thft 
accused to jnatioe ; and secondly, because the 
TariooB Acts of Parliament, imposing penalties 
in the shape of Ohurch discipline, were in 
desnetude, and oonld not be enforced in any 
Oonrt ol law. The Sheriff-Sobstitnte, after 
taking time to consider the case, was of 
opinion that both objections were well 
founded ; indeed, he tfaoaght that if the Act 
of Parliament had been in obscfranoe, it was 
the duty of the Justices of Peace to cnfocoe 
it, and not the Sheriil, who, he conceived, bad 
no jurisdiction to taJce cognisance of the 
offence. It was, however, quite dear that the 
defender's objections were irresistible, and 
he theref<M« assoilsied him from the com- 
plaint, and dismissed the action." 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Daviot, on the let 
inst, the Rev. James Macphail, at the age of 
73. His pastorate extended over thirty-seven 
years, and he was held in high esteem. 

Ibid.— A movement was set on foot for the 
estabKshmeot of two public markets lor the 
mle of cattle and sheep in September and 
October, at Spean-Bridge, near Fort-William. 
The reaeons assigned were the grievance of 
toUs and the damage to stock arising from the 
long drive from the North of Scotland to 
Falkirk Ifisricet, the exorbitant charges made 
by farmers in the neighbourhood of the 
market stance, the heavy customs exacted, 
and the loss and expense on the stance. It 
was eetimated that from 60,000 to 70,000 sheep 
were dhown at Falkirk at each of the Sep- 
tember and October Tkysts, and that abont 
60,000 of these came from the Highlands ahd 
Islands, in the proportions of 20,000 to 30,000 
by each of the western and eastern roads. 
The subject had been discussed at the Loch- 
aber Agricultural Society, and the Martinis 
of Huntly had (Stored the site at Spean- 
Bridge. The first name on the committee to 
promote the scheme was that oi John Osme- 
ron, Corrychmlie, then one of the largest 
sheep farmers in the Highlands. 

July 24. — ^A disturbance had occurred in the 
island of Harris. The proprietor, contem- 
plating certain improvements on an extensive 
' scale, had given notice to a number of the 
oottan, abcHit fifty families, to xvmove. He 
IB said to have offered the people a sum of 
£11 each, and made arrangcsnenta for their 
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emigration. To these tenn« they are also 
■aid to have conaeoted, but when the parties 
went to complete the arrangements the 
islanders refused to comply, and showed a 
spirit of determined resistance. The officers 
employed to carry the ejectments into effect 
were deforced, and it was found impossible to 
proceed without additional assistance. In re- 
sponse to an application, a detachment of tlie 
78th Highlanders waa sent frwn Glasgow, pro- 
ceeding by way of Oban and Portree. They 
were accompanied to the island by the Sheriff 
of the county and other officials. 

Ibid. — ^The death is announced of Mr Robert 
Wilson, tenant of the Caledonian Hotel, In- 
▼erness. It is stated that he had been known 
for the last fourteen years as the best inn- 
keeper in the North of Scotland. During the 
summer and autumn months his hotel was fre- 
quented by tourists and sportsmen from all 
parts of Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^A. ourioua case in Cromarty is briefly 
noticed, and forms the subject of communica- 
tions in subsequent issues. At a public con- 
cert in Cromarty, held on the Queen's birth- 
day, the National Anthem was sung, and all 
the audience stood up, with the exception of 
the ohief officer of the Coastguard Station. 
This led to an altercation with one of the 
Iftigistrates, and an official inquiry. The 
officer, it was stated, had merely remained sit- 
ting to keep a lady in countenance who had 
a baby sleeping on her knee I The Magistrate, 
seeing him, called to him by name, '*up or 
out," hence the commotion. The officer ap- 
plied for law burrows against the Magistrate, 
but failed. He was removed to another 
station. 

August 7. — ^The disturbances in Harris had come 
to an end. Tlie Sheriff and military went to 
Borve, where they met with no resistance, and 
made five arrests. The poverty of Harris is 
attributed to the hardships that followed from 
the decay of the kelp trade. That trade had 
so deteriorated that the proprietor was paying 
to his poor tenants £2 168 6d for manufactured 
kelp, which be oould sell with difficulty at 
£2 10s in Liverpool. Before warning the 
people off the estate (the number of families 
is now stated at thirty), the proprietor offered 
to pass from all the arrears of rent due and 
to give them a sum of £200. The editor ex- 
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prases tlie hope tiiat all such removali will 
be made ilowly and gradually— a few families 
only each year-nmless the QoTernment came 
forward, with wisely-directed generosity, to 
supply ample means for emigration. 

Ibid.— A Scottish Prisons Bill, which had long 
been nnder way, passed through Parliament. 

August 14. — Some warm Uoguage used at a 
dinner at Forres showed the strained relations 
between Church and dissent at this time. Sir 
William Gordon-Cummiog, who wa* in the 
chair, expressed the h(^ tliat these unhappy 
differences were passing away. **He trusted 
the time would come when there would be no 
such distinctions; when ministers, like mem- 
bers of Parliament, would he elected every 
seven years; and when Mr Stark (the Seces- 
sion minister) would have an equal chance of 
the Parish Church with Mr Grant." These 
sentiments were cheered, but Mr Grant rose 
and retorted— "'In that case I beg to tell Sir 
WilHam that his estate* will not be worth 
six months' purchase.'* Sir William did not 
see the connection. He thought the charter 
to his estate woiold hold good as long as he 
fulfilled its conditions. "If the rev. gentle- 
man,'* he added, *'for the love of the kirk, 
would violate his charter, he must abide by 
the consequences. ** This was a hit at the 
controversy on the Veto. Another member of 
the company backed up the dissenters, and 
correspondeoce followed the dinner. 

August 28. — ^The first rumour appears of a prob- 
able marriage between Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert. The Chartist agitetioo con- 
tinued, and an occasional delegate appeared in 
the North of Scotland, but met with small en- 
couragement. A nun^r of Chartists had 
been apprehended in England, chiefly in Lan- 
cashire. No less than a hundred rioters were 
committed for trial. Three Birmingham 
rioters had been sentenced to death, but were 
respited, and thedr sentences commuted to 
transportation for life. 

Ibid. — ^'^ Since our last publication Dr Chalmers 
has addressed crowded audiences in Dornoch, 
Cromarty, and Dingwall, on the subject of 
Church extension. On Sunday last the rev. 
gentleman preached in the Parish Church of 
Rosskeen. He is now in Inverness, and will 
address our townsmen on the same subject on 
Thursday and Friday next. His addresses 
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aro all of great leagth, great power, and ax« 
marked by extraordinary energy and earaeit- 
nesfl." xLia is an introduction to a fuller re- 
port. Dr Chahners was entertained to a pub- 
lic dinner in Dingwall, and on a subsequent 
day to a bteakfast in Inyemess. He was ac- 
companied by the Rev. Mr Buchanan, of Qlaa- 
gow, and by Mr Maitland Makgill. 

Ibid. — ^There is a notice of Hugh Miller^s two 
pamphlets on the Church question, the letter 
to Lord Brougham, and "The ^Vihiggism of 
the Old School.'* The reviewer bestows high 
praise on the literary quality of the pamphleU. 
"Mr Miller is a master of Englidi, and of 
such EngHsh as Dryden or Goldsmith would 
have written had they lived at the present 
day." The reviewer does not take the same 
view of the Veto Act as Miller, but he adds— 
<'MeQ of all shades ol opinion may consult Mr 
Miller's tracts with pleasure and advantsge. 
We hear that their worthy author is about to 
remove from Oomarty to conduct a Church 
newspaper to be established in Edinburgh. 
He is well qualified iix nch a task, and his 
talents-^seconded by his high character and 
integrity-^will find a suitab^ field in the ac- 
complished society of the Scottish metro- 
polis.** In the same nundaer there is a notice 
of a volume of '*Sacred Poems" by the late Sir 
Robert Grant. 

September 4. — Pariiament was prorogued on the 
27th ult. Among the measures which her 
Majesty mentions with satisfaction is the ''re- 
duction of the postage duties." Preliminary 
steps had still to be taken before the measure 
could come into effect. The same number 
gives an account of the great Eglintoun 
Tournament. Lady Seymour was Queen of 
Beauty. The festival continued several days, 
but was greatly marred by heavy rains. 
Piince Louis Napoleon, afterwards Emperor of 
the French y was present. 

Ibid.— 'There is a report of Dr Chalmers's address 
at Inverness, whiob was delivered to a large 
audience in the High Church. It is stated 
that "the subscriptiim here already amounts 
to £2000— a sum greatly beyond the expecta- 
tion of any one." Dr Chalmers also visited 
Forres, and was entertained to a public dinner 
there. Immediately after the visit of Dr 
Obttlmers, a gentleman frtnn Manchester, Mk 
A. W. Paulton, visited Inverness, and de- 
livered lectures on the Com Laws. 
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Ibid.— l^e vacancy in the parish of Daviot waa 
beginning to rouse excitement. "Aa there are 
only/' we are told, **ietk or twelve mallft head* 
of families, communicants in the {Murish, a 
keen canvas and no little i^>ecnlation have been 
called forth on the oocasitm. Lord John Ros- 
8«U has just nominated the Rev. Simon Mack- 
intosh, Inshes, and the Rev. John Fraser, 
Stratherrick, as candidates for the choice of 
the qualified parishdoners. In making this in- 
timation to the persons concemedj^ I^rd John 
conveyed an admonition to certain parties who 
had been instrumental in getting op a petition 
on behalf of another gentleman. He stated 
tiiat whilst at all times anxious to consult the 
wishes of the people in the selection of their 
clergyman, he could give no encouragement 
whatever to the canvass of a vacant parish; 
and having understood that beyond doubt this 
had been the case in this instance, be had come 
to the resolution to set aside the petition thus 
got up, and not to advise her Majesty to 
appoint the individual on whose behalf it had 
been forwarded.*' The text of thds communi- 
cation was afterwards published. The can- 
didate whom Lord John Russdl declined to 
appoint was the Rev. Archibald Cbok. Mr 
(>>ok then wrote denying indignantly that he 
had ever canvassed. 

September 25. — At the Circuit Court at Inver- 
ness a singular case was tried from the parish 
of Kirkhill. The schoolmaster there was 
charged with having forced his way to the 
Commnnion table without penmssioo, and with 
having seized the cup and partaken ol it 
against the remonstrances of the ministers and 
elders. After a long trial the jurf found 'the 
panel not guilty of a breach of the peace, and 
not guilty of profanity ; but find him guilty of 
illegally disturbii^ the congregation." This 
was held to be a conviction under a sta.tute of 
the eleventl)! Parliament of James Sixth, 
Chapter 27th, which ordained— "That whatso- 
ever person or persons shall happen hereafter 
to perturb the order of the kirk, in time of 
divine service, or to make any tunnilt, raise 
any fray, eit^r in kirk or kirkyard, where- 
through the people then convened shall 
happen to be disordered, trouUed, or dis- 
persed, the same shall be ane point of dtttay, 
and the persons to be convict thereof shall 
tyne all their movables goods, to be eecheit 
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to our Sorereign Lord for tbeir ofifenoe; but 
[without] iveji^ioe of greater punishment, gif 
there should happen any greater offence, as 
slaughter, blood, mutilation, shooting of hag- 
buttes and pistolettes, according to the laws 
of this realm." The Gourt accordingly had 
no discretion, except to declare that the panel's 
goods were escheat to the Grown; "aid the 
panel, who seemed satisfied at the result, was 
allowed to leave the bar." 

Ibid. — ^The editor gives an account of a visit to 
If oyhall, afterwards published in the Highland 
Noteboc^. 

October 2.— A Select Committee of the House of 
Commons issued a report recommending ex- 
tensive improvements on the Caledonian Osnal. 

Ibid. — ^The Northezn Meeting in the previous 
week waa favoured with fine weather. Pony 
races were provided at the Longman by sub- 
scription. The Duke of Richmond and Lord 
Saltoun presided at the dinners, which con- 
tinued to form a feature of the Meeting. 
Both had served under tha Duke of Welling- 
ton, and incidents ol their careers were re- 
called. Presents were seut to the purveyor 
in prospect of the Meeting and the forth- 
coming banquet of the Highland Sodety. 
The Duke of Sutherland sent two fine stags ; 
Mr Boss of Rossie a sta^ weighing 22 stone; 
Lord Lovat two fine hinds; Culduihel, par- 
tridges; and Mr Boulderson, Brahan Castle, a 
supply of choice fmit. It is stated that the 
host of the Caledonian Hotel had obtoined a 
turtle weighing 130 lbs. for tbd Highland 
Society dinner. 

Ibid.— The difficulty which was arising in the 
palish ol Daviot leads to a short account and 
description of the pariah. The writer says— 
*<Though one of tibe largest parishes in Scot- 
land, we are assured there are only ten mala 
oommunicBots of the Church in Daviot, in 
consequence of ft schism which began about 
twenty years ago, on the introduction of a 
catechist or lay preacher. These reUgious 
divisions, though not so warlike as the old 
fends, aie k^ up with equal tenacity." The 
article cSoeee with the following sentences, 
which show the progress of improvement, aod 
the hopes that were entertained:- •*Thoee 
only who can contrast the present state of the 
Highlands with what it was twelve 7ears a^, 
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u to the eultiTation of tfae toil, can afipreciate 
how much hai heen done in planting aod in 
rechdming WMte land— ^ow atnmg a spirit of 
emnhitioQ la abroad— and how many pariahea 
haTe become exporting inatead of importing 
diatriota. Thorough drainage and bone-doat 
haTe rerolutioiiiaed the anrfaoe of the earth; 
aAd if the whole kingdom were brought under 
the improved aystcm of tillage, the com pro- 
duce of Britain would far escMed the Uranta of 
ita population." 

Ibid.— Badeooch waa rerj gay thia seaaon. The 
Duke and Dudkeaa of Bedford, with their 
frienda, were at their faTourite autumn reai- 
denoe, the Donne, and Ifr Edward Ellice, 
ILP., at InTereahie. Theae two parties made 
up a purse of fifty guineas, to be giren aa 
prizea for aUiIietie sports. The gathering came 
off at InTcreahie. "An imroenae concourse of 
persons was present, as the news aoon apread 
over the hiUs, aii4 the people poured forth 
to witaeaa the ^lendid array of Sassenach 
lords and ladies, and to partake in the amnae- 
menta of the day. A hothead of whisky waa 
provided by the generoua entertainers^ and 
abundance of bread, beef, and mutton. Tents 
were erected in the QImi, and as the ladiea 
arrived tbe pipers announced the erenta in 
the livelieet strains of the pibroch. The sports 
commenced with a foot race up a ateep moun- 
tain, one of the higheat in the Grampians. 
SoTeck Highlanders started, the distance back- 
and forwaffd being better than four miles. 
The winner of the first prise (which was £3) 
came in to the pole in the riiort time of 22 
minutes 36 aeoonds; the successful competi- 
tors for the second and third prises arrived very 
soon afterwards, keeping side by side the whole 
way, until within a few seconds of their 
arrival at the starting place." There were 
other sports, inchiding pony races by some 
of the fMrty. A rapper and ball followed. 
Fire-works were let off, and a field piece in the 
lawn AWoke the mountain echoes. 

October 6. — ^This was a special edition, issued to 
report the great meeting and show of the 
Highland Society, held on Wednesday and 
Thursday, 3ni and 4th inst On Wednesday 
there was a dinner in t^ Northern Meeting 
Rooms, where addresses were given on sub- 
jects important to agriculturists. The number 



1839] File of Inverness Courier. 257 

present was 240. Ut ICaddntoflh of .Qeddei, 
Oonyener of tho Society's Gommittees in the 
Northern Counties, wa« in the chair, sup- 
ported by the Dake of Richmond, Loid 
Loyat, and other noblemen and gentlemen. 
The show was held in the Academy Park. The 
entries numbered 879, '*within about twenty 
of the great Glasgow Exhibition." The stock 
ccmsisted of Highland, shorthorned, polled, 
Ayrshire, and cross cattle; also horses and 
sheep. There were prizes for the best samples 
of wool, and for roots and seeds. Some im- 
plements were exhibited, and mention is made 
of one medal in this department The report 
speaks 'highly of the quality of the stock. In 
sheep, it is said, the show of Cheviots was by 
far the best that had ever been exhibited under 
the auspices of the Highland Society. *'A 
gentleman from Northumberland states that 
at their ezhibiticms in the North of England 
no such Cheviot wedders had ever been seen.'* 
Horses were i^parently the poorest part of 
the show, though it is acknowledged that there 
was a fair representaUon of draught mares and 
fillies. A great pavilion was erected, de- 
sired to accommodate a thousand persons. 
It was fitted up with gas, and was tastefully 
decorated. A dinner was held here on Thurs- 
day evening, presided over by the Duke of 
Richmond, and attended by about 780 per- 
sons. The report of ^e meetings and of the 
show eoctends to nearly twelve columns, and 
must have been a great effort for the news- 
paper resources of the time. 
October 23.— A meeting of heritors was held to 
consider a proposal to disjoin the office of first 
minister oi Inverness from the offices of the 
other two ministers, by allotting to him the 
new church (the West Church) and a parish 
attached quoad sacra, with a distinct session. 
It had been proposed by the Rev. Mr dark 
and his friends that the new church should be 
designated the First Church. Hie heritors 
protested against these proposals. They 
Joined, however, in commending the exertions 
of Mr Clark, to whose efforts the public were 
indebted for the erection of the building. It 
is stated that the sum expended on the <^urdk 
up tin the Whitsunday previous was £2915, 
but that the total would amount to £4012. 
The funds available, a large proportion con- 
sisting of private contributions^ amounted to 

33 
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B1864, iMTiiig » dflficieocy of £2148. The 
annual f ei^iiity waa £26. 

Ibid.— Tba Doka of Badloid diad at tba Dome 
of Bothiemarchoa on tlia 20Ui init. Ha waa 
in tha aaTeaty-third year of hia age. Death 
waa doe lo apoplej^. A tribnto la paid to the 
Duke's manly and kindly chancter, hia 
popular lympathieBa and lua munifioent chari- 
ties. 

Ibid.— The haritora and communicanta of the 
pariah of Dariot met to aaoertain whether they 
would prefer Mr Simon Ma<^intoah or Mr 
John Fraaer, whoae namea were aobmitted by 
the Home Secretary for the vacant charge. 
l%a communicanta, with one ezoeptioo, miuie 
choice of Mr Mackintoah, and the heritota, 
alao with one exertion, concurred. 

Ibid.— The Rct. Simon Somenrilla, minister of 
the Second Associate congregation of Elgin, 
died on the 11th inst., in tbe TSiid year of his 
age and the 44th of hia ministry. He waa 
ordained to the Associate congregation of Bsrr- 
head, in Forfarshire, in 1796, but demittedhis 
charge there in 1809, and came to Elgin in 
1806. Mr SomerviHe is deacribed aa an 
honourable and piona man, natursily cheerful 
and hospitable, and much esteemed. 

October 30.— The London papers of Tuesday, the 
22iid inst., announced the death of Lord 
Brougham aa haring arisen from the ov«r- 
turning of his carriage near Brougham Hall, 
in Westmoreland. The rep<^ waa unfounded. 
"The melanchc^y impreasion lasted only one 
day." It appears tiiat Lord Brougham waa 
driving in a carriage which waa upset, but he 
was not seriously injured. The incident ex- 
cited comments of many kinds. 

Ibid. — Shortly after ten o'cfock cm the eveidng 
of Wedneaday, 23rd inat., an earthquake ahock 
waa felt in the town of Inverness, and over 
the greater part of Scotland to tiie East and 
South. It ''was announced by a rumbling 
noiae like that of a carriage, and in two or 
three seconds a smart sho^ like a thunder- 
clap, succeeded.'* The weather during the 
day waa thick and foggy, wiUi a oonatant 
drUssling rain and slight eaaterly winds. The 
temperature ranged from 47 deg. to 60 deg. 
for several days. The barometer ran fnnn 
29.870 incbea at three o'clock on the afternoon 
of Wednesday to 29.914, the height at tha 
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time of the ahock ; it oontiiuied to rise for the 
next two days, when it reached 30.67a The 
earthquake caused no serioQs consequences. 
Some persons belieTed that a sligCt shock was 
perceptible on Tlmrsday eyening. 

Ibid.--The Earl of Moray paid a Tisit to his 
Northern property alter an absence of seren- 
teen years. The Fonres AgncQltnral Society 
entertained him to a publio dinner. His lord- 
ship also entertained his tenantry to dinner in 
Bandolf^'s HaU in Damaway Castle. The 
scene in this fine okl hall is described as 
peculiarly impressiye— '<One of the most im- 
pressive we hare erer witnessed.*' 

Ibid. — The educational anangements of Inver- 
nen, arising from the scheme for the admini- 
stration of Dr Bell's bequest, caused much 
local discussion. Them are k»g memoranda 
on Hkb sidiject in this issue. 

NoTember 6.— It is announced that tiie 
*<C6urier*' is now printed with a patent 
machine, possessing a locomotiTe printing 
cylinder, manufactured by Oterr & Smith, 
Belper, Derbyshire. "It is calculated to 
throw off from 2D to 30 impressions per minute. 
This is the first attempt to introduce printing 
machinery north of Aberdeen, and will, we 
trust, be considered an earnest of our anxious 
desire to serre the public as efllctently and 
faithfully as lies in our power." 

November 13.— The Chartists broke out into 
violence, attempting, under John Frost, to 
take possession of Newport, in South Wales. 
The misguided men were driven off by the 
military. They left twenty-two dead, while a 
large number were seversly wounded. 

lbid.*iA. landed proprietor had a book printed 
at the "Courier" Office, which he entitled 
" Hints for the use of Highlsnd Tenanta and 
Cottagers." The Hints were given in sltein- 
ate pages of English and Gaelic, and the 
volume was illustrated by engravings, showing 
models of houses, barns, and implements. 
Copies of the hock are still occasioDally to be 
found, and it see ms to have served a useful 
purpose. 

Ibid.— Letters were received in Inverness an- 
nouncing the death of Mr John Anderson, 
W.S., who went out some yearn previously as 
a Magistrate to the ishuid of St Tincent. The 
newt excited much regret. The deceased was 
an accomplished man, author of the "Histoxy 
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of tiie HoQM of Ytwkt^^ and of numeroai 
IM4)en OD antiqiiAriaii vabjecti. Ha wm a 
brother of Meaara George and Peter Anderaon, 
antiiora of the Guide to the Highlanda. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Alexander Cumming waa elected Pro* 
Toat of Inrerneaa, and Mr John Wilaon, 
builder, ProToat of Nairn. There waa "an 
extraordinary reaction in the borgh of Nairn 
in faTonr of Conaerratiam.*' The new Pro- 
Toat waa entertained to a public dinner. Mr 
William Laing waa elected Proyoat of Forrea. 

NoTember 20.— The estate of Achaoy, in Suther- 
land, waa lately purchaaed by James Mathe- 
aon, Eaq. of Oanton, in China, repreaentatiTe 
of a family who had long occupied Shinneaa. 
The reaidenta on the eatate oriebrated the 
porchaae with b<mfirea. 

November 27.— The intended marriage of the 
Queen with Prince Albert waa the moat im- 
portant incident of domestic news. The Duke 
of WeUingtoD had suffered from an attack of 
iHneaa, but was recovering. There were 
further developments of the Mamoch Ohurch 



December 11.— The town of Tain waa now 
lighted with gas. Oompaniea had also been 
formed to aupply gaa to Dingwall and Wi^ 

December 18. — ^The Commission of tbe Church 
of Scotland suspended seven clergymen in 
Strathbogie for disregarding the injunctions 
of the Assembly in ccmnection with the 
Mamoch caae. 

December 25. — ^Provost Cumming presided at a 
public meeting at which it waa ceaolved to 
establish a National Security Savinga Bank for 
the town and county of Inverness. 

Ibid.— A report of the Daviot Church case ex- 
tends to three and ajialf columns. The 
Presbytery of Inverness met in the Pariah 
Church of Daviot for the purpose of moderat- 
ing in a call to the Rev. Simon Mackintosh. 
The church was crowded. The presentee had 
obtained an interdict from the Supreme Cburt, 
prohibiting the communicants from tendering 
dissents against the settlement under the Veto 
Act. The communicants approached the 
Presbytery with a petition, which, after a dis- 
cussion and a division, was read. It stated 
that the communicants were ten in number, 
three of whom aupported Mr Mackintosh, 
while the remaining seven had resolved, before 
the interdict was served, to dissent from his 
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lettlement; that the great majfority of tiie 
pariflb were also oppoe^ to him, m appealed 
fram a writing, signed by 111 heads of 
families, prodoced with the petition, which 
would have been signed by many more had 
time permitted; and that the heritors who 
siipported Mr MJaddntosh were mostly non- 
resident, or of a different religions persuasion. 
The petitioners did not wish to violate the 
injunction of the Supreme Oourt, but they 
suggested , that the meeting of Presbytery 
should be adjourned. After a long discussion, 
the Presbytery agreed, without a Tote, to re- 
fer the case to the Assembly. Mr A. Mac- 
tayish, solicitor, appeared for the presentee, 
and Mr Charles Stewart for the petitioners. 
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No. XVI. 

In Febnuu7 1840 Queen Victoria wu mar^ 
ried to Prince Albert. The young sorereign 
had not at this time gained the hearta of the 
people aa she afterwardi did, and to her 
chagrin the allowance to her hnaband waa cut 
down, by a combination of ConienratiTes and 
Radicals, to £30,000 a year. In June the 
youth Oxford attempted to shoot the Queen 
aa she was diiring out with the Prince from 
Buckingham Pttlaoe. The outrage roused 
the loyalty of the people, caUing forth a un- 
animous expression of horror and indigna- 
tion from all ranks of society. 

The troubles of the Whig Gorernment 
multiplied during the session. They 
managed, however, to pass the bill for Irish 
municipal reform. The House came into 
conflict with a firm named Stockdale, which 
brought an action against Hansard for pub- 
lishing what they considered! a libel in a 
Parliamentary paper. The firm succeeded in 
the Law Courts, but the House considered 
their conduct a breach of privilege,, and com- 
mitted the persons immediately concerned to 
custody. Heated discussions took place, and 
the conflict was finally ended by the passing 
of an Act which protected the publication of 
PaHiamentary papers. In foreign affairs, 
Palmerston took a strong line in supporting 
the integrity of the Ottoman Empire against 
Mehemet Aii, and came near to embroiling 
the country with France. A quarrel also 
occurred with China over the opium question, 
leading to war. 

The system of penny postage was brought 
into opei^tion in January, though not with- 
out misgivings on the part of the Govern- 
ment. At first the diuige caused a loss to 
the revenue, but in a few years it was made 
up. The Chartist leaders Frost and bis as- 
sociates were convicted of high treason, but 
their sentence was oomrauted to transporta- 
tion for life. In Scotland there was growing 
excitement over the Church question. 
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From the ''Inverness Courier.'* 
1840. 

January l.^By Treasuiy miiHite, dated Decem- 
ber 2b, January lOth was fixed as the date 
for bringing the penny-postage rate into opera- 
tion. 

Ibid.— Articles and letters appear on the Church 
question. Rey. Mr Cunningham and Rev. Mr 
Candlisli addressed a large meeting, in the In- 
Temess Gaelic Church. A correspondent, 
speaking of tlie Dtaviot case, says that for 
many years the parish, with a large^ propor- 
tion of two adjacent ones, had been practioUly 
severed by religious dissensions from com- 
munion with the Church. It was no uo- 
common thing for the late pastor to preach to 
a handful on one side of the stream, while the 
nMi)titude flocked to the tent of an itinerant 
preacher on the other side. When the vacancy 
occurred the people fixed their minds on one 
•man (Rev. ifr Cook, Inverness), as best 
adapted by his special gifts to edify them. 
** But the efforts," says the correspondent, "to 
procure his services overshot the mark, and 
were justly deemed by Government a sufficient 
reason for rejecting an application in his 
favour, and striking his name from the list 
of candidates." It does not seem to have oc- 
curred, either to the minister or to the writer, 
that the best way to put an end to the schism 
was to give the people the candidate of their 
choice. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that tfae springs and wells 
which watered the Leys had been dried up since 
the date of the recent earthquakew This was 
on the south side of the valley. On the op- 
posite side, at the fsrm of Kinmylies, tha 
pumps failed to raise any water, and a supply 
had to be obtained from the river. 
January 8. — At a public meeting held in the 
High Church, it was agreed by a majority to 
approve of a legal assessment for the support 
of the poor in the parish of Inverness. The 
Town Council and Kirk-Session had previously 
sanctioned the proposal. 
Ibid.— An advertisement announces that a news- 
paper under the title of "The Witness " was 
to be published in Edinburgh. It was ''de- 
signed especially to maintatn the osnse of 
Protestantism and of Ctrarch Establishments, 
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and the 0ptriUial rights and pririlegea of th» 
C^nrch ol ScotUnd.*' The same iane con- 
tatna a report of the meeting addicased at In- 
▼enieaa by Rst. ICeaart Onnningham and 
Gandliah. No layman could be indnced to 
take the chair, and the ReT. Mr Stewart, Cro- 
marty, agreed to preside. A reaolution waa 
paiaed fai favour of the Gbnrch clatma, and 
petitiona to Parliament were prepared and 
largely signed. On the oppoaite side a meet- 
ing of heritors and others was held at Nairn, 
which expressed alarm at the recent proceeds 
ings of the Genenl Assembly and its Commis- 
sion, especially in suspending the Strathbogie 
ministers. 

Ihid.— The locsl ToUl Abstinence Society was 
conducting an actiTS moTemeot. A soiree 
w«s held on New-Year^s Day in tbe Northern 
Meeting Rooms. "The price of admisskm was 
Is 6d, but this was far from bdng an obstacle 
in the way of attendance, as aboTe fire hundred 
were present.** 

January 16.— Hugh Miller, on his appointment 
as editor of the ''Witness,*' was entertained to 
a public dinner at Oromarty on the 8th inst., 
and pxwented with a bi[eakfast service. Mr 
Qeorge Ckmeroii, Sheriff-Substitute of the 
eastern district of Boss-shire, was in the chair, 
and the croupiers were ProvvMt Robert Ross 
and Mr John Taylor, Sheriff-C9erk. MiHer^s 
pamphlets on the Church question had secured 
him his new appointment, but it is noted at 
the same time that his geological discoTeries 
had already attracted the attention of men 
of science at home and abroad. '* It was now 
necessary that he should leaTe his native town, 
of which he had long been the poet taiureate, 
libe historian, and geologist, and where he 
lived in universal respect for his private 
virtues no less than for his taknts." Mr 
C^umithers was present from Inverness, and 
joined in expressing admiration for his friend. 
They had been acquainted for eleven years. 
Miller's Poems shed been printed at the 
"Cburier^ office, and many communications 
from his pen, inchiding his letters on the 
Herring Fishery, had appeared in the columns 
of the paper. The day after the dinner Miller 
left Cromarty lor Edinburgh, carrying with 
him the best wishes of his friends and towns- 
men. 

Ibid.— The county of Inverness resolved to peti- 
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tion Parliaroent to incream the salaries of 
Scottish Sheriff-SuhetitotM. "The number of 
these functionaries is forty-nine. Their salaries 
vary from £150 to £400, making the average 
about £363. The sum total thus paid 
annually for supporting this imiportant branch 
of the judicial establishment of Scotland is 
only £13,120.- 

Ibid.^WilHam Howitt had issued a book en- 
titled "Visits to Remarkable Places/' in 
which the old halls, battlefields, and scenes 
illustratiTe of English poetry and history 
were delineated, ^s issue quotes a passage 
which describes Mir Howitt's visit to Kil- 
morack, in August 1836, during the time of 
the summer Onnmunion. There wae a large 
open-air gathering in the church-yard. ''With 
the exception that hardly one had a bonnet 
on, the young women were not much to be 
distinguished from those of our smartest 
towns. They all had their hair neatly 
braided, and adorned with a tall oomb of 
tortoise-shell. Many of them had silk gowns 
and handsome worked muslin collars, and 
others were dressed in white. Every one car- 
ried on her arm a shawl, often of tartan, ready 
in case of rain to throw over her bead. The 
married women wore no bonnets, but had caps 
supported by a sort of inner frame of stiff 
calico; and smart coloured ribbons, often 
pink, and as often gay tartan, showing through 
the cap. The old women, again, had large 
mob-caps. . . . Many of them came thus 
unboniieted perhaps from a distance of seven 
or eij^ miles. . . . Sturdy shepherds with 
sunburnt features and their plaids wrapped 
round them, and gay feUows in full Highland 
costume, mingled with the throng in a mors 
English garb. ... A more serknui and 
decorous eongregatioa never was seen." 

January 22.— A public meeting was held in the 
Town Hall to express disapproval of the 
action of the General Assembly in connection 
with the Veto Act. The resolutions bore that 
the Church should proceed "not by agitation 
in exciting the passions and preju^ces of the 
multitude, but by calm and respectful applica- 
tion to the Legislature." Provost Oumming 
was in the chair. '^Several gentlemen enter- 
taining different opinkms on this subject were 
present, but no attempt was made at oppod- 
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tion, nor was any mark c^ disapprobation 
erinoed." 

Ibid.— A paragraph states tbai the (%ief of 
Glengarry was preparing to embark for 
Australia with his family and dependents. 
"He is constoucting timber houses and fur- 
nishing himself with Tarious agricttltoral im- 
plements and other oonvenienoes for residence 
in that distant region. Mr Maodonell was 
compelled some time since to dispose of most 
of the property, which was heavily mortgaged 
and encumbeored by his father, the lata well- 
known Glengarry, whose character, in its more 
favourable lights, was drawn by Sir Walter 
Scott in his hero, Fergus ICIvor. We 
cannot regard this expatriation of the 
head of an old Hi^^iluad family, with 
its clan associations, its pipe music, 
and its feudal associations, without scmie 
regret and emotion. These Osltio strains 
and legends will sound strange in the 
new world of the wanderers, so far removed 
from their native Loch-Oich, the Bock of the 
Raven, and the otiter magnificent scenery of 
the Glengarry mountains.*' 

Ibid.— There is notice of a book entitled <*The 
Black E^alendar of Aberdeen," which was de- 
signed to give an account of the most remark- 
able trials that had come before the criminal 
courts in that city from the period of tbe sup- 
pression of the rising of 1746. Many of these 
were from Inverness. It appears that on the 
suppression c^ the insurrection, a number of 
persons of desperate character who had been 
engaged in it commenced a series of robberies 
and outrages. The fate of one of die men is 
tlMis recorded— ''In the month of Juljr 1766, 
John Macmillan, or Breach Iftacevan Vaan, a 
a stout Jacobite and renowned thief, was exe- 
cuted at Inverness. There were suspicions 
against this man that he had been accessory 
to a murder for which his brother had been 
hanged some years before; but he denied this 
crime at the gallows. He neitBer prayed for 
himself nor desired the prayers of others, but 
called for a glass of whisky, and having got 
it, held it up above his head and cried out, 
' Here is Prince Charles's health, and God 
send him safe to his own kingdom. I ask you 
all to witness that I am an innocently 
murdered man.* He then spent his last 
breath in abusing aH who hail a hand in 
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bringing i^im to juitioe, and etpedally the 
Sheriff, who, he said, had been a black aight 
to the oamaa and familiea of Lochiel and Gton- 
garry. Macmillan's frienda having got hia 
body to bury after It wa« cut down, «n- 
deavourad, by bleeding and other meana, to 
restore him to life, but without aoocesa." 
There were numerous txiala of Roman 
Oatholiea. In A}gti\ 1760, Neil Ifacfie waa 
baniahed for life, by a sentence oi the Circuit 
Court at InremesB, for being "habit and re- 
pute a Popish prieat" 

Ibid.^The death is announced of Principal 
Baird at the age of 79. He was the warm 
friend of education in the Highlands. 

Ibid.— An extract is given from William 
Howitt'a work (noticed abova), describing his 
visit to the battlefield of Oulloden in August 
1836. The moor waa at the time " one black 
waste of heath," with exception of the grassy 
mounds that formed the graves. The road, 
he aays, had heen cut across the moor since 
the battle, right across the scene of action, 
and through the graves. The north wall of 
an enchwura, aa is well known, screened the 
right iank of the Highland army. Mr Howitt 
mentions that ''the mouldering remaina of 
that old and ihattered wall atiU stretch aoroaa 
the moor in the very course laid down in the 
original plans of the baUla*' The visitor 
waa conducted through the battlefield by a 
young man named William Mackenzie, whose 
family occupied a hut in StaUe Hollow at the 
time of tbe battle, and stil) lived on the same 
spot. ''It had been called Stable HoUow ever 
since from a number of the Engliah troopers 
after the fight putting op their horses in the 
shed belonging to it, while they went to strip 
Uie slain." 

Jannaiy 29.«On the previous Thursday a pub- 
lic meeting waa held in Invemeaa to support 
the prindi^ of non-intruaion in the Church. 
The attendanoa is deaoribed aa 'Marge and 
hi|^y reapeotable," and finding that the 
Oourt-House could not contain the numbers 
who wanted admission, the meeting adjourned 
to the High Church. Mr Fraser of Abertarff 
waa in the chair. Among the speakers were 
Um Rev. David Sutherland, the Rev. Akz- 
ander Clark, and the Rev. Archibald Gook, of 
Inverness. On the 16th inst. a meeting 
on the same side waa heM at Forres, "which 
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WM Attended bj almoet all ike reipecUble 
people of the place.** The meeting wu pre- 
ceded bj e eermon from the ReT. Mr line- 
douUd, Urquhert. Beeolataoni were adopted 
declaring for the principle of non-intniaion 
and the independent joriediotion of the 
Chnrcb in epiritoal matters. 

Ibid.— Mr Macaolay was elected one of the 
repreeentatiTee of Edinburgh on hie ai^>oint- 
ment aa Secretarj at War. The Editor pnb* 
liahea eztracta from a priTate letter written 
hj a yoong student to his father, deecriptire 
of Macanlay's appeaianoe, manner, and oim- 
toiy. The writer says that his first imprea> 
skms on seeing the Secretary at War were 
tboee of onmingled surprise and disappoint- 
ment The hon. member was little and in- 
significant, restless and nnea^, and bj no 
inteUectoal in expression. '<But the 
he got np to speak, these fMings 
dissipated. From being uneasy and 
timid, he became calm and self-pos s e ss ed; 
and leaning gracefully on the table by his 
side, be began his speech witb the utmost 
coolness, pronouncing erery word slowly and 
distinctly, and with the most deKberate em- 
phasis. His Toioe is remarkably dear, rich, 
and sonorous, and always exquisitely modu- 
kted to suit the sentiment he is ottering. 
As he fired with his subject, bis countenance 
lost its dull and commonplace character, his 
slender form dilated into prouder dimensions, 
and his features wero simple and natural, yet 
graceful and exprossiTe. ... He seemed 
to me a scholar without pedantry, an orator 
without sophistry." The writer of this letter, 
we beliere, was Mr Angus B. Reach. 

February 6. — ^There ii a k>ng report of a large 
non-intrusion meeting at DingwalL The Rer. 
James Macdonald, of Urray, was in the chair. 

February 12.— Mr Macleod of OsdboU, who had 
been in failing health, announces that he is 
not again to seek the suffrages of the electors 
of the Inverness Burghs, lliis had been ex- 
pected for a week or two, and the Libersls 
were now in treaty with Mr James M(»rison, 
merchant, London, to contest the seat in their 
interest when a racancy occuired. Mr Morri- 
son was now in InTsruess, acoompanied by Mr 
Edward EUioe, MP. 

Ibid. — A meeting was held at Forres to express 
disapproral of the attitude of thef C%un^ on 
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the veto question. Mr J. M. Qrant of Glen- 
moristoD waa in the chair, and aeveral countj 
proprietors were present. The general at- 
tendance seems to have been limited. 

February 19. — ^This issue gires an account of the 
marriage of Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert, celebrated on the 10th inst. There 
were rejoicings at InTemess and other places. 

Ibid.— Mr Morrison and Mr Edward Ellice, jun., 
held a political meeting in Inverness. Mr 
Elliee was entertained to a |mblic dinner by 
his old friends (he had ocmtested the burghs 
against Major Gumming Bruce). A meeting 
in support of non-intrusion was held at Tain. 
There was a religious rerival in Nairn which 
attracted some attention. 

February 26.— Mr Macleod of Osdboll had re- 
solved, on account of iU'-health, to resign at 
once his seat for the bur|^ instead of wait- 
ing for the General Election. Mr Moirison, 
the Liberal candidate, and his friend Mr 
ElUoe, had taken leave of the electors, and 
gone as far as Edinburgh before they heard 
that a writ bad been moved tor. lliey im- 
mediately retraced their steps. The Conserva- 
tive candidate was Mr John Fraser, Cto- 
msrty House, a native of Inverness. The 
contest promptly began, "but happily with 
the prospect of a speedy termination." 

Mardi 4.— The candidates for the representation 
of the Inverness Burghs were nominated on 
February 26th uH., the ceremimy taking plsce 
on the Exchange, ''wbere a capadons and 
showy hustings had been erected." The crowd 
was very large, and "a few more mischievously 
disposed, had provided themsdves with smaU 
shot, wlkich were thrown about to the annoy- 
ance of many persons." The Liberal candi- 
date was Mr James Morrison, merchant, Lon- 
don; the OtMiservative Mk Jc^in Fraser, Cro- 
marty House. The polling took place on 3rd 
March, with the result that Mr Morrison was 
elected by 353 votes to 306; majority, 46. 
Forres was sUU the Conservative burgb of the 
group, the figures there being 71 for Mr 
Fraser and 66 for Mr Morrison. 

March 11. — Comments and communications 
appear on the electicm. Mr Fnser brought 
charges of bribeiy, intimidation, and broken 
pledges, but the editor remarked with good 
humour that "the whole annals of electioneer- 
ing can scarcely furnish a single instance of a 
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defeated cMidM>le> wIm adEDowledged tlut he 
hed been feixlj beaten.** 

Much 18.— Xlie Meeter of GrMft» dlP. for the 
coaoty <rf L&TenMii, died eoddenlj at CUkn 
Hooae on the Uth inet., from an affection of 
the heart. He had come North to make pre- 
parationa for the foneral of hia mother, who 
died on the 27th nit The Maeter waa enlj 
in hia twenty-iixth year, and hia death caoaed 
deep regret. There waa great ajmpathy for 
hii father, the Hon. Oolonel Qrant^ who had 
loet botb wile and son. 

Ibid.— The Preebjtery of L&TemMa had decided 
that the new church waa to be called the 
Weet Church; and it ia stated that every 
other matter about which there waa anr differ- 
ence of opinion had been amicably settled. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the "legal »dminastra- 
tors," a motion waa carried asttHng the ^n- 
dple that the sum required for the support of 
the poM of the parish of InTernees should be 
raised » one-half from heritors and proprietors, 
according to their real rent, and the other 
half from the inhabitants of the town and 
parish. This, tt waa stated, eeoured occu- 
pants from hATing to pay more than an equal 
Aare of assessmeut. 

Ibid.— A paragraph in this issue states that Sir 
George Macpherson-Orant of BallindaUoch 
had purchased from Qlengarry the eatate of 
Gleoqnoich for £32,000. A subsequent para- 
graph, howeyer, says tiiat the purchaae, 
though made by Sir George, was cm behalf of 
11^ Edward EUice, junior, li.P.| who thns 
became one of the landed proprietors of the 
county. 

March 26.— ICr Heuy J. BailHe, yr. of Taita- 
dale, came forward as candidate for the coooty 
of luTemeee in the GbnseryatiTe interest. 
The Liberals resolred not to contest the seat. 
"Mr BaiUie ia son of GoJood Hugh Baillie, 
member fo^ Honiton, and is connected with 
a powerful and wealthy family in this neigh- 
bourhood. Ookwel Baillie is profwietor of 
the estates of Tarradala and Bedcaatle, and 
his brother, James B. BaiUie, Bsq. of Bristol, 
is proprietor of Kingussie and Glenelg, In In- 
Temess^shire. llieir nephew, Syan Baillie, 
Esq. of Dochfoor, is also a landed proprietor 
in this county." The editor adds: ^'We haTe 
heard nothing of the honourable gentleman 
personally except what is to his honour." On 
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tbe 31it iiuit. ICr Baillie was duly dectod 
without opposition. 

Ibid.— dAr Pfttsnon, Sandside, wrote snggesting 
measures for extirpating foxes, which were 
numerous and caused great damage among 
■heep. He aud that he had sometimes lost 
two hundlred sheep in ooe year from their 
ravages. 

Ibid.— There was a trial of strength between 
Moderates and Noti-IntrusloniBts In the Inver- 
ness Town Oouncil in the election d an elder 
to the General Assembly. The Moderates 
triumphed by a majori^ of 12 to 6. 

Ibid.— The Quarterly Journal of Agriculture 
gives an acoouot of a series of improvements in 
the cultivation of waste land carried out by 
Jftr WiUiam Gerrie on the farm of Proncy, 
county of Sutherland. The reclamations ex- 
tended to 103i acres, and the expense was 
£1504. 

April l.^-There is a report of the n<munation 
and Section of Mr Henry Baillie as member 
for tibe county. The motion was made by 
duny Macpherson, and seconded by Mr Mac- 
allister, Talisker, Sl^e. There was after-; 
warcb a dinner in the Oaledooian HoteL 

Ibid.^-The funeral of the late Master of Grant 
and his mother took place on the same day. 
Their remains had been removed to Outle 
Grant, and were thence conveyed to the family 
burying-gronnd at Duthil, followed by a great 
gatiiering of friendi and tenantry. 

Ibkl.— niere was a rumour at this time that the 
Oaledonian Canal was to be made oiver by (3o- 
vemment to a joint-stock company. It was 
reported that terms had been prepared and 
"duly accepted,** but the editor espresaed 
douMs on the subject. 

Ibid.— A branch of rural improvement was now 
much canvassed, namely, the drainage of land 
by tiles. It was stated iSiat in the Northern 
Counties there was ample scope for this im- 
provement. An agent visited the diiirict to 
set forth its advantages. "In the manufacture 
of tiles tlie patent machinery introduced by 
the Ma»tuis of Tweeddale has effected a vast 
change; and though tiie interest poss esse d in 
the tiade by Lofd Tweeddale has been pur- 
chased by a London company, the system is 
pursued with great spirit and success.'* 

April 8.-^*frhe Duke of Sussex is Earl of Inver- 
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neH, and Lidy ObeilU Underwood ii now 
Dachen of lawvmmL The Dnke hu long 
been nuurried to Lady Oedlia, tbongh contrary 
to an exiating atatuta which preraota the 
Royal Family from manying ajay panoa but 
a foreign Prinoe or Prinoeas of a Protaatant 
family/' The dignity waa oonferred by the 
Queen by lettara patent paaMd under the 
Great Seal. The Ducheea waa a daughter of 
the Moond Ear) of Arran. 

Ibid. — ^Ihe foundation of a new Pariah Oburch 
at Broadford, Isle of Skye, waa laid <« the 
31it nit., with Maaonic honours, by ilfr A. D. 
Madrinnop, yr. of Oorry. A braach of the 
National Security SaTinga Bank and a Benefit 
Society, to eecure prorision for old age and 
tickneae, were now established in InTemesa 
The moTement waa eztoiding to other towns. 

April 16.— A despatch from Iieut.-0dl4Hiel 
Ordiard, commanding a detadbment of the 
army of the Indus, giyee an account of the 
storming of the fort of Peshoot. Two young 
officers from the Highlands distinguished 
themselTes, Lieutenant William Eraser Tytler, 
son of Sheriff Fraaer Tytler, and Lieutenant 
Arbuthnot Dallaa. son of Dr DaHaa, of Inyer- 
ness. The former showed conspicuous gal- 
lantry in bringing powder to blow up a gate, 
and the latter was particularly active in the 
commissariat department. 

Ibid. — ^Ifr W. Howard had retired from the re- 
presentation of the county of Sutherland, and 
ICr David Dundas, of the Inner Temple, was 
elected in his place. Mr Dnndsa was a 
staunch supporter of the Whig (Joyenmient. 

Ibid.^Hon. Colonel Grant of Grant had inti- 
mated his intention of retiring, on account of 
domestic aiBiction, from the representation of 
tbe united counties of E3gin and Nairn, aod 
Kajor Gumming Bruce of Dunphail came for- 
ward as the candidate in the OonserratiTe in- 
terest. He was elected without opposition. 

Ibid.— Mr Hugh Ross, of Cromarty, ProTOst of 
Tain, resigned office in consequence of the 
election of a non-intrusion Commissioner from 
that town to the Genersl Assembly. He pub- 
lished a pamphlet giving reasons for his re- 
signation, and discussing the CBkurch question. 

Ibid. — ^There is notice of a hook by Miss 
Catherine Sinclanr, of Ulbster, giving an 
account of a tour through the Highlaids in 
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1839. It was a lively, gomiping volame. The 
disiiBo of kelp had produced great misery aad 
destitution in Skye. Miss Sinclair saw many 
of the people wandering along the shore pick- 
ing up shell-fish as their sole means of sub- 
sistence. In the Long Island Oolong Gordon 
of Quny was about to begin the plan of im- 
proving the unenclosed commons on a large 
scale. In every family sons, brothers, or 
cousins were hurrying off to Australia. 

April 22.— 'There is an article on the condition 
of the Highlands. Sir Robert Inglis had 
called attention in the House of Oommons to 
the extreme distress which, he said, prevailed, 
remarking that in a great part of the country 
the people had taken a {dedjge of temperance, 
confiUung themsehres to one meal a day. The 
editor said he could hear nothing of this so- 
called pledge, and there was not at tibe 
moment any sudden or unusual crisis of dis- 
tress. The want of employment, however, 
was deeply felt, and emigration on a large 
scale would bo a public ^nefit The kelp 
trade was almost universally abandoned, and 
there were no extensive public works in pro- 
gress. "The population has, therefore, far 
outgrowa the means of decent subsistence; 
and thousands of our countrymeo live con- 
stantly on the very verge of destitution, de- 
pendent soldy on the potato crop." Ihe In- 
verness Town Council soon aftenraids adopted 
a petition to Parliament declaring that an ex- 
tensive and properly organised system of emi- 
gration was "imperiously called for." 

April 29.— A new rector, Mr Gray, had been ap- 
pointed to the Invemees Royal Academy. He 
was previously Professor of Mkuthematics and 
Natural Philosophy in King's College, Frederic- 
tern, New Brunswick, and on his resignation 
of that post the Council expressed thdr de^ 
regret at bis departure, and iibeir appreciation 
of his services. The selection of his successor 
at King's College was left to Mr Gray, in con- 
iunction with an eminent scientific man in 
this country. 

May 6. — An account is given of an effort to 
introduce the capercailzie on the Breadalbane 
estates. Mr Fowell Buxton had received a 
pair from a friend in Sweden, which he kept 
in Norfolk. Th^ bred, but in the hot 
weather all died except the cock, whioh was 
afterwards accidentally shot. In 1837 Mr 

35 
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Fowell Buxton was Bhooting on tlie liaiqnia 
of Breadalbane's moon, and proposed to him 
to make another trial with the capercailxie. 
"Mr Buxton sent his gamekeeper all the way 
to Sweden on purpose to brio^ the birds to 
Scotland; and the same friend who had 
formerly assisted succeeded in procuring six- 
teen hens and thirteen cocks. Part of them 
died by the way, but the greater number 
arriTed safe, and were conveyed to Taymouth 
Gbstle. Some of the birds were turned out in 
the aotumik of 1837, and part were kept io a 
house. In the year 1838 a brace only were 
reared by the keeper, but two fine broods were 
seen in the woods. In the summer of 1838 
sixteen hens were forwarded to Taymoutsb. 
In the spring of 1839, instead of attempting 
to rear any capercailsie, the Marquis's game- 
keeper placed the eggs laid by tiie birds in 
confinement, in the nests of grey hens, who 
brought them up in a wild state." The ex- 
periment had so far answered fairly wdl, but 
the head-keeper did not feel assured of the 
final result. He says that the Marquis of 
Breadalbane had abstained from shooting a 
singft capercailzie, and had even forbidden the 
shooting of any black-game in the neighbour- 
hood of Taymouth, lest a young capercaikie 
might be killed by mistake; but others had 
not been so scrupulous. "I mention this," 
says the keeper, ''because I am convinced that 
these birds cannot generally be established in 
the North of Scotland unless sportsmen wiU 
unite to preserve them for some years to ccwie, 
and until their numbers are very much in- 
creased." 

Ibid. — ^The Daviot case was discussed at length 
in the Synod of Moray. A motion was unani- 
mously adopted affirming the deliverance of 
the Presbytery of Inverness to refer the case 
to the Qeneral Assembly. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness county meeting agreed to 
petition Parliament for an extensive and 
systenuitic plan of emigration, and gave it as 
their opinion that tibe surplus, amounting to 
about £11,000, of the fundi collected for the 
relief of destitution in the Highlands in 1836-7 
should be applied in promoting this object. 

Ibid.— An antiquarian friend s^ds a series of 
extracts illustrating the vake of rentals in ^e 
North in the beginning ol the seventeenth 
century. 



1840] FUe of Inverness Courier. 2^5 

May 13.-^The Earl of Aberdeen had introduced 
his bill on the Ohnrch question in the House 
of Lords. A correspondent in Londbn ex- 
presses the conviction that it would never 
satisfy the non-intrusionists. It did not. 

ICay 20. — The West Church, Inverness, was 
opened for worship on the previous Sunday. 
It was announced that the Rev. Alexander 
Caark would preach there permanently, instead 
of alternating with the other ministers in the 
High and Gaelic Ghurcbes. 

May 27. — ^Mr John Fraser, formerly Provost of 
Ibvernees, was now residing at Sherbiooke, in 
Lower Cana(&u He tock part in a meeting 
which was held with the view ol providing 
means for erecting and maintaining a College 
at Kingston. The object apparently was to 
educate young men for the Colonial Churdb. 
Mir Eraser's speech is reported at length. 

June 3. — "We have devoted as much space as 
we could spare to an account of the proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly, which at pre- 
sent nearly absorb the attention of the pub- 
lic." The debate was on the case of the 
Strathbogie ministers who had been suspended 
from office by the Commission. 

Ibid. — ^Mr John Grant had entered on the 
tenancy of the Caledonian Hotel in succession 
to the late Mr Wilson, who is described as a 
"paragon of landlords.'* 

June 10. — ^The Daviot case came before the 
Commission of Assembly. The Commissicm 
ordered the Presbytery of Inverness to cen- 
sure the presentee, Mr Simon Mackintosh, for 
having obtained an interdict from the Civil 
Courts anent the exercise of the veto, and to 
report the case to the August meeting. 

Jvne 17.— An advertisement dated from Fort- 
William announces that "the proprietor of 
some farms, now out of lease, on an estr.te on 
the confines of Ai^leshire and Inverness- 
shire, is willing to treat with any gentleman 
desirous of converting about 20,000 imperial 
acres into a deer forest." One of the in- 
ducements held out is that, " by adding three 
or four thousand acres more, these farms 
might be brought almost into contact with an 
old established regular forest, which has been 
for a century or two strictly reserved from 
sheep and cattle, and is at present well 
stocked with deer." Another advertisement 
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offera oa leMtt the thietip walk d Qlenqnoich, 
but sUies that the deer forest of Qlenloyiie 
it ezdnded from it. 

Ibid.— The attempt of the youth Oxford to ihooi 
the Queen ie reported. The outrage called 
forth warm feelings of indignation and loyalty 
throoghont the nation. 

Jnne IM. — ^LnjvoTements in the town are de- 
scribed, among which is mentioned the renova- 
tion of old buildings. The footpath known 
as the Ladies* Walk had been raised, levelled, 
and embanked. The lower island had been 
dreaied up, and rendered more i^easiog by 
the removal of whins and the formation of 
walks. The islands are spoken of as "beaoti- 
fnl but neglected." 

July 1. — There is a long descriptioii of "The 
Avchimedes Steam Ship," which introduced 
the screw as a propeller. The vessel was eu- 
gaged in an experimental voyage, and pass e d 
through the Caledonian Canal. 

Ibid.— An abstract is given of a report on the 
Caledonian Canal by a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons. The Committee re- 
oonmiended that the Treasury should be em- 
powered to grant the Canal on lease to a com- 
pany for a period not exceeding ninety-nine 
yean, without sny annoal return or rent, on 
certain conditions. First, the company was 
to pay the sum of £45,000, to be applied in 
disobarging the debt on the caoaL Second, 
the works specified in Mr Walker's report for 
improving the canal were to be carried into 
effect by the company. Third, the company 
was not to be entitled to pay a dividend of 
more than ten per cent, until a reserve fund 
of £60,000 had been set aside; nor a dividend 
of more than fifteen per cent until the reserve 
fand reached £100,000. Stipulaticms were 
made as to rates. 

July S.^'At a county meeting in Inverness it 
was resolved, under recent Acts of Parlia- 
ment, to establish an efficient force oi con- 
stabulary, and to authorise an assessment to 
be levied for the pnrpoees of the Prisons Act. 
The meeting also approved, by a majority, of 
a scheme to carry out '*the great coast road to 
Inverness." This, the report explains, was a 
new line of road from Castle Stewart to 
Nairn. 

Ibid.—An entertainment was given to ICr Mac- 
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donakl, the tenant of a new hotel, the UnioD 
Hotel in High Street. This bfiilding is now 
the Highland; Olub. 

Ibid. — ^Tbe Qov^emment had agreed to incream 
the salarieB of Sheriff-Sabetatntea, according 
to a scale Tarying from £300 to £600 a year. 

Ibid. — ** The following inatanoe of the imperfect 
state of oomnMinication in the North, about 
ninety years since, has been communkatted to 
us by a gentleman well versed in local anti- 
quities and general information. When the 
late Principal JAkdeod, of King^s College, 
Aberdeen, was desirous of returning with his 
mother and family to the island of Skye, he 
applied for a post-chaise in Aberdeen, but 
found that the only public cairiagie in the dty, 
fit for the road, had gone that day to 
Arbroath. Theie was another vehicle, but it 
wanted a wheel, and the only person in 
Aberdeen that oould repair it was laid up 
with drunkenness. The first covp-cart made 
in the North was constructed under the super- 
InteDdenoe of the kte Mr Welsh of Millbom, 
of ash grown in the island in the River Ness, 
about the year 1775. This article of daily 
use (formerly all the carts m the Highlands 
were made of rungs or small sticks, of the 
rudest description) was copied by Mr Welsh 
from a cart used in the transport of prisoners 
from Perthshire to be tried at our Circuit 
Court of Justiciary. The first straight 
furrow in ploughing land in the province of 
Moray was made by the late Mr Thomas Dun- 
can, farmer, in Alves, about sixty years sinoe. 
The worthy farmer marked out the straight 
lines by means of holes placed, in the field, 
and hiB neighbours, when they saw these pre- 
parations for ploughing, thought Mr Duncan's 
mind had fairly 'gone ajee.' The late mini- 
ster of Dores, the worthy Mr Mackillican, 
used to declare that when he went first to 
College at Aberdeen, about eighty years ago, 
there was not a yard of stone dyke <xi the 
high road from Inverness to Aberdeen, ac- 
cepting a small patch at Gk>rdon Castle." 

Ibid. — ^The previous week, the workmen who 
were engaged on the new buildings in Far- 
raline Park (Bell's School) dug up nine entire 
skeletons at a depth of from eighteen to 
twenty-four inches. The bodies did not seem 
to have been regularly interred, and they were 
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probably the remuiia of men who bad fallen 
in fight. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Hu^ Roea of Oh»narty waa enter- 
tained to a poblio dinner in Tain by memben 
of the Eaater Roai Fanner Sociefy and other 
gentlemen. It is atatod that Mr Roea'i pro- 
perty had not merely increaaed but moltiplied 
in ^ne itnoe he came into poeaearion of it; 
and his exertions, together with their 
stimulating effect on his neighbonrs, had com- 
pletely altered the face of the conntry. The 
special object which the dinner waa intended 
to celebrate was the eatAblishmenti by Jib 
Ross at Phippafield of a maaofactory for 
bricks and drain tiles, which waa now folly 
in operation. 

Ibid.— A quotation from an Ayr newspaper 
states that a vast and awfully increasing 
amount of distress existed in the large towns. 
From finland and fnom the manufacturing 
districts of England and Scotland the same 
tale came. It is stated that in the town of 
Paisley no less than 1200 workmen were al- 
most wholly unemployed. 

July 16.— There is a report ol the trisl of Ox- 
ford for shootiiig at the Queen. The jury 
found that the prisoner was "guilty of dis- 
charging the contents of two pistols at her 
lAbjesty, but whether or not they were loaded 
with ball we cannot decide, he being at that 
time labouring under an unsound state of 
mind." This being an uncertain verdict, the 
jury were sent ba^ to reoonsider it, and re- 
turned with a yerdiot of ''guilty', being at the 
time insane/' The prisoner was accordingly 
ordered to be detained during her Majesty's 
pleasure. 

Ibid.— At the Invemess Wool Fair the price of 
sheep was good and sales wNe eo^enaive. The 
demand for wool was stagnant. Hie manu- 
facturing districts were labouring under great 
depression, particularly as regards the wo^eo 
trade, which bad been affected by the dulness 
of the American markets, the existence of 
hostilities with China, and the comparative 
stagnation of the home demand. Prices are 
quoted as follows: — Cheviot wedders, 24s to 
33s r ewes, 15s to 238; lambs, 7s to Us 6d. 
Blackfaced wedders, 15s to 228 6d ; ewes, Us 
to 128 $ lambs, 7s to 9s 3d. Oross wedd«i, 
20s to 236; ewes, 14s; lambe, 7s 6d to 8b; 
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Leicester cioei lambe, 14i. BUokfaoed wool 
is quoted at 14i, and Oheyiot white and hall- 
bred, 23a to 261. It is stated, however, that 
all the principal dips in the North xemained 
nnsold. One gentleman, who sometimes made 
purchases to the amount ot £25,000, went 
aiway without buying a single fleece. Pur- 
chasers had resolyed to take nothing except 
at a reduction of from 20 to 25 per cent on 
the previous year, and sa fanners believed 
that the depression was temporary and acci- 
dental, they resolved to hold their fleeces. 

Ibid.— The first annual meeting of the Osle- 
donian Bank was bekl on the 7th curt. The 
profits of the first year, equal to 6 per cent., 
were carried to reserve. A sum of £100 was 
voted for a piece of plate to Mr Ross, Berluoe, 
for his valuable services as acting manager, 
rendered gratuitously from the opening of 
the B«Qk. 

Ibid.— There is notice of a religioas revival in 
Ross-shire, similar to that which had taken 
place the previous year at Kilsyth. Deep 
feelings were manifested at the Oommunioii 
services at Tarbat, conducted in Gaelic by 
the Rev. Mr ICaodonald of Fenintosh. At 
Tain Mr Maodonald preached on Sunday to an 
open-air gathering of not less than five or six 
thousand persons. Hie (people wtro engaged 
night and day in prayer meetings. 

July 22. — ^Provost Cumming reported that tiie 
Inverness jail had been delivered over to the 
Gbunty Prison Board on 1st July. The CAerk 
produced inventories of warrants, fuioiture, 
and books, which had been traosferred along 
with the jail. 

Ibid.--At a meeting of the Pkesbytery of Inver- 
ness, Mr Mackintosh, presentee to Daviot, 
made the declaration enjoined by the General 
Assembly of his regr^ for having applied for 
an interdiott against seven communicants of 
that parish to prevent their exercising the 
veto. The Presbytery were unanimously of 
opinion that Mr Mackintosh's statement was 
perfectly satisfactoiy. 

Jidy 29.— This issue oontauw a report of a case 
which excited great interest in the Highlands. 
Mt Donald Home of Langwell, W.S., and Mr 
Hugh Ron of CSromarty, had quanelled over 
the settlement of accounts. At the time of 
the Highland Societjr Show i3> Inverness, in 
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the preTKHU Ootobo*, Mr Rom lent » chal- 
tenge to Mr Home, and becanae the latter 
did not accept, he oalled him a oowaxd. Thia 
oocorred in the OEJedonian Hotel Mr Home 
brooght an action of dama«;ea, offering at the 
aame time to accept an apology. He aaid that 
the dispute occurrDd in connectioo with profea- 
■ional matten, and he had acted all through 
hononrably and withio hia rigfata. It waa 
after the qaeation between them had been 
■ettled that the challenge waa aent. He could 
not fight with Mr Rosa, who waa an old man 
of 73, and vncle of hia partner in bnaineaa. 
The jury foond for pursuer, awazding £600 aa 
damagea. 

Ibid.— The Oaledoniao Canal Bill paaaed the 
Hooae of Ck>mmona. It authorised the Lords 
of the Treasury to grant a lease of the oanal 
rent free, for a period not exceeding 99 yean. 

August 5. — ^The following para^praph is quoted 
from the ''John O'Oroat Journal":— '*Tbe 
Quebec Packet, Captain Stephen, left Cro^ 
marty on the evening of Friday, 17th curt., 
with goods and passengers. This is the third 
ship sent out this vear to British America by 
Messrs Sutherland and MiEudennan. Wa 
usderatand t^hat the aggregate number of 
emigrants from the North, shipped this season 
by yessels chartered by the above-mentioned 
agents, amounts to no less than 403. Of 
these 248 are from Caithness, via.— Ospray, 
115; British King, 116; Quebec Packet, 17; 
total, 248." The same issue gives an account 
of a scheme for emigration to Gentral America. 

Ibid. — ^The estates of Olengany and Inverlochy 
are advertised for sale. 

Ibid.— A meeting of subscribers to the fund for 
the relief of the destitute in the Highlsfids 
and Idaods was held in Edinburgh on Uie pre- 
vious Friday. The secretary, Ifr Graigie, re- 
ported that the funds in bank amounted to 
£3200, of which sum £1300 belonged to the 
London Committee, transmitted to the Edin- 
burgh Committee on the eapress understand- 
ing that it was to be applied in aid of destitu- 
tion. After deducting thie sum and imple- 
menting obligations, the Edinburgh Commit- 
tee had £1700 at the disposal of sbbscribers. 
The Secretary had reaaon to believe that £4000 
was at the oommaod of t;he Qlaagow Commit- 
tee, who thought that the fimd should not be 
diverted from its ori^nal purpose. Tarioiis 
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proponlB were rabmiUed for the disposal of 
the Edinburgh funds, but in the end the meet- 
ing nnanimooriy adopted a motion submitted 
by Mr ICackencie of Applecross, resoWing to 
act in concert with the Glasgow and Lowlon 
Oommittees, either for relieving destitaition or 
promoting emigration. In course of the dis- 
coBsioD, it was stated that diAress continued 
to prevail owing to a partial failure of the 
potato crop, and the want of fuel. In conse- 
quence of wet weather, not a single peat had 
yet been got in. 

Angatt 12.--^i8 tssue gives an account of the 
attempt made by Prince Louis Napoleon to 
raise a reb^on at Boulogne. 

Ibid.— An American clergyman, the Rev. A. G. 
Fraser, of New York, bad raised a claim to 
the title and estates of Lovat. The para- 
graph states that he claimed to be desoeikded 
from John, a younger brother of Lord Simon 
of the *45, but the particulars are confused. 
The famous incident of the stabbing of the 
piper (probably apocryphal in any case) is 
attributed to John, llie question, however, 
had been brought before the Gourt of Session, 
and a Commission was sitting at Inverness 
taking the evidence of aged persons and of 
such documents as might exist. 

Ibid.— A vessel called the Nith was taking out 
emigrants from the Western Highlands to 
Prince Edward Island. At Uig 400 passen- 
gers went CO board, and at Tobennory 150. 
The vessel proceeded to Stafita and lona, and 
was going thence to the Isle of Man. 

Ibid. — At a county meeting in Invemess a 
s(Atome was adopted for the estaUishment of a 
force of constabulary. Thero were to be four 
district and fifteen ordinary constables, with 
three '^perior officers" and one superintend- 
ent. The total cost of the force was esti- 
mated at £775 a year. The pay of ordinary 
constables was to be from £30 to £40. The 
county at the time was over-run by vagrants. 

August 19. — ^'The demaod for shootings has this 
year been greater than usual, and rents have 
risen largely. Many gentlemen have returned 
South after travelling over the whole oi the 
North in search of Shooting quarters, without 
being able to obtain a noc^ or a cranny. One 
sportsman, a baronet, has been forced to locate 
himself at the foot of a high hill, over which 
he and his friends have to travel ere they 

ae 
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reach their moor, nu^og a daily jomnej of 
eight dreary miles." Among the eporUroen 
nioee names are mentioned are the ICarqnis of 
Donro at Achoacany; Lord Ward at Qlen- 
gany; Lord llaoduoald and Oaptatn Tumor 
atCkstloLeod; Lord Selkiric at Upper Monr ; 
Lofd Lauderdale at Lochbroom; Mr St 
George Qore at Qairioch; Oiptain Inge at 
Applecross; Mr Horatio Ross at Craig> 
damch ; and the Messrs Gladstone at Achna- 
sheen. 8port, howerer, had not been so good 
as was expected. 

Ibid.^-T1iere is a report of the proceedings at 
the Obmmissioa of Assembly, at which it was 
resoKed to libel the seTen Strathbogie mini- 
sters. The Oymmissioo also (as reported in 
the next iesoe) resolTsd to frame a Ubel 
against Mr Edwazds, presentee to the parish 
of Mamodk. Ther accepted the Mbmission of 
the prssentee to the parish of Daviot. 

Angiist 86.— The death is announced of Mr 
S^ckman, Second Clerk of the Hoose of Obm- 
mons. ''Mr Rickman was for meariy thirty 
years Secretary to the Parliamentary Boards 
of Gommissioners for Highland Roads 
and Bridges, and of the Osledonian 
Oanal, in which situations he always 
erinced a stoong and enthusiastic in- 
terest in the improvement of the Highlands. 
He had made himself familiar with all our 
roads and bridges, our bays and harbours; 
and wrote upon the subject with the force and 
fluency of a man who puts his heart into his 
w«ds.*' 

Ibid.— ''We saw lately a fine gold ring contain- 
ing a miniature portrait <rf Prince Chartes 
Edward Stuart, Uken in 1744. The ring, as 
we were told, belcmged to the Lonl Mac- 
donald of that day [Sir Alexander Mac- 
dooakl], to whom it was presented by the 
Prince. It came into the hands of a sister of 
Lord Maodonald, resident in Moscow, and l^ 
her was presented to Mr Smith, merchant in 
Moecow, who, after a long residence in Rus- 
sia, returned to his natiye district of Gallo- 
way, where he died. The ring is at present 
in the possession of Mr Nicholson, bo<JueIler, 
BLirkcudbright. It is of French woikman- 
ship, and the portrait is beautifully executed 
in enameL" 

JJbid, — ^There is an account of a religious awaken- 
ing at Alness, corresponding to w4iiat had oc- 
ci^red elsewhere in Roes-shire. The ReT. 
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John Maodonald of Ferintosh was the preacher. 
Prajer meetings had been preriososly estab- 
Hshed by the parish minister, Rer. Mr Flyter. 

Ibid. — On the 16th inst. the foondation-stODe of 
the Soott Monument was laid in Edinburgh. 

September 2. — ^Mt Duncan's picture of Prince 
Charles Edward and the Hig^fadaoders entering 
Edinburgh after the battle of Ptestonpans is 
made the text for an article oyer two columns 
\tk length. 

September 9. — An acoount is given of the im- 
provement effected by Sir Francis Mackenzie 
in the growth of different descriptions of 
grain on his estate of 06nan. New seeds 
reaxed with success in the South were 
generally imported by Sir Francis, and the re- 
sults carefully noted. Reclamations and im- 
provements had also been going on in the 
valley of the Ccmon. Sir George Mackenzie 
was engaged in an attempt to alter the course 
of port cl ik» river, by raising a huge em- 
bankment and dotting a new course for the 
stream. His object was to save the fields 
from occasional inundation, and to add a tract 
of good land to the estate. Mr Fowler of 
Raddery was also engaged in eimhanking and 
improvinig; "and next year there will be 
several fields won from the waste to greet the 
eye of those who travel by the new bridge to 
Oontin and Strathpeffer." 

Ibid.— There is an account of the death of 
Thomas Simpson, the Arctic explorer, who 
died, it was alleged, by his owm hand, after 
shooting one of his companions in a camp four 
days* journey from Fort Garry. He was only 
thirty-two years of age, a man of robust con- 
stitution, azid naturally of amiable disposition. 
His brother, Alexander Simpson, afterwards 
published a biography (Richard Bentley, 1845), 
in which he maintained that Simpson had 
been murdered by his companions, who were 
half-breeds. 

Ibid.— It is mentioned that five editions of 
Thomas Campbell's poetical works had been 
published within lAkS last five years, ranging 
in price from hslf-arcrown to a sovereign. 
The popularity of his works at the time was 
very great. 

September 16.— The Presbytery of Inverness 
met again to consider the Daviot case, from 
80 to 100 parishioners from Daviot being pre- 
sent. Hie Moderator explained the Teto Act 
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at great length in Gariic *lt fa»Tiiig been 
asked of the parithionen preaeot if they under- 
stood what had been said to thorn, their 
answer, as translated to m, wm that they 
understood it all before thej came there, and 
that they had only come io obedience to the 
request of the Presbytery. Nothing forther 
was done, and tliere was no other bnsiness be- 
fore the meeting.'* 

Ibid.— Mr MattlaiKl MakgiU Oichton sd- 
dressed an snti-patrooage meeting in Inver- 
ness. Key. Mr Claric was in the chair. 

September 23.— On the 9th inst. a whale waa 
captored off the quicksands, in the Dornoch 
Firth, on the Tain side. The whale was 76 
feet 4 inches in length, and its girth round 
the thickest part was 36 feet. The monster 
was **in the throes oi death** whei^ taken by 
fishermen. 

Ibid.— At a meeting in Nairn it was resolved to 
establish a Savings Bank for the benefit of 
the town and county. 

September 3. — ^Extracts are given from the pro- 
ceedings of the British Association in Qlas- 
gow, bearing testimony to the value oi Hugh 
Miller's researches in the Old Red Sandstone, 
and to the outstanding merits of his papers 
on the subject, as publ^hed in tiie ''Witness.*' 
The chief speakers were Mr Murchison (Sir 
Roderick) and Dr Buckiand. Agassis, who 
was present, proposed to name one of the 
specimens of fossil fish Dipterui MiUeri. 
It was also stated that Lady Gordon Gum- 
ming had come forward as a <Ustinguished and 
successful investigatcNT in geology. 

Ibid. — ^There is a notice of the work of the Inver- 
ness Dispensary. It had been in existence for 
eight years. — ^The painting of the Holy Family 
(attributed to Sasao Ferrato), which was hung 
in the Royal Academy, was suffering from the 
attacks of an insect. 'Tortunatdy the cir- 
cumstance has been discovered in time, before 
the insect had bored to any great depth, and 
the picture is now in the hands of Mr 
Macinnes, artist, whose taste is well known, 
and who will effectually protect this work of 
art from any further dilapidataon.*' The pic- 
ture is now in the Town HaH. 

Ibid.— A Ross-shire county meeting discussed 
the expediency of appointing a oonstabulaiy 
force. The annual coet was estimated at 
£712. It was resolved to circulate the report 
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of the Cammittee, and to delay oonsideiution 
of it for a year. 

October 7.— ^Wllaon, a famouB Scottish yocaliat, 
gaye three muucal entertaixonenta Id IbvemesB 
the provioua wedc. They are spoken of in 
terms of great appreciation. 

Ibid.— The Northern Meeting was well attended. 
There wtere horse races on both days at tbe 
Longman. Friday was always reckoned 
the principal day of the Meeting, and od this 
occasion 160 dined and about 300 attended the 
ball and mMpigat, Presents of game and f rnit 
were sent to the Meeting from different 
quarters. Lord Lovat presented a fine stag 
and forty hares and rabbits. 

Ibid.— The Presbytery of Inverness met on the 
30tli nit to moderate in a caJl to the Bey. 
Simon Mackintosh to the parish of Daviot. 
The call was signed by six heritors, by tbree 
comnMinicantB out of ten, and by 68 male heads 
of familiea— total, 67. Dissents were tendiered 
by wyen communicants, and a petition was 
presented against the settlement of the pre- 
sentee, purporting to be signed by 194 
parishioners, including 119 heads of families. 
The Presbytery adjourned consideration of the 



Ibid.-Jffiar8hal Macdonald, Duke of Tarentnm, 
died ait his (Aateau of OonroeQes, aged 75. 

October 14.— A; paragraph records the death of 
an old woman, Mrs Batchen, Elgin, who was 
supposed to be 109 years of age. Tbe actual 
date of her fairtlb, howeyer, had not been dis- 
coyered. 'It is said that she was in the ser- 
yice of Mrs Anderson of Arradowal (commonly 
caUed Lady Arradowal) at the time that lady 
entertained Prince Charles Edward on his 
passing through Elgin preyious to the 
disastrous battle of Gulloden, and that she 
gaye out the 'best Holland sheets the boose 
could afford' for tbe bed which the Prince was 
to occupy." 

Ibid.— There is a report of the address deliyered 
by Profesaor Agassia at the meeting of the 
British Association, showing that glaciers 
formerly existed in the Highlands of Scotland. 

Ibid.— A boat from Hopeman was upset by a 
squall in the Firth, and fiye of its crew of six 
were drowned. 

October 21.— Interest was created by tbe dia- 
coyery of iron and leadl ore on tbe Duke of 
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Richmond'! estate, near Tomintocil. The 
Duke was aiudoas to have both ▼eins woriced. 

Ibid.— A caae of v^at was betieved to be marder 
had oocorred m the pariah of Knockaiido. A 
fanner named Alexander Tnlloch had been 
found dead, bearing maria of Tiolence. The 
culprit waa topposed to be the man*s lon-in- 
law, Peter Obmeron, who managed, after he 
waa arreated, to escape from the oonstablea who 
had him in charge. A reward of £20 waa 
offered for his apprehension. 

Ibid.— The Inremesa Farmer*' Society held a 
successful rfiow of stock. At the <tioner the 
beat mode of cultivating turnips was disoossed. 
The chief speakers were Mr Brown of Link- 
wood, Mr Qeddes, Orblistoo, and Sir Francis 
Mackenxie of Gairloch. 

Ibid.— The Rev. Robert Williamson, |Mrish 
minister of Oroick, had accepted a call some 
time before to the Scottish Church of Pictou, 
Nova Scotia. There is in this number a notice 
of his induction to his new charge. A num- 
ber of Mr WiUiamsob's former congregation, 
and others from the parishes of (>oick and 
Assynt, engaged to accompany him to Nova 
Scotia. ''He made the most judicious arrange- 
ments for their comfort and accommodation 
abroad, and procured a haodaome sum to en- 
able the humbler amongst them to emigrate. 
He got a veesel to come to LochJDTer for them 
— the Deveron, Captain Maclean — which made 
the passage in 27 days to Pictou. Mr Wil- 
liamson lud every intention of accompanying 
his little Highland colony, but the state of his 
amiable lady*8 health detained him a few weeks 
later, when he went by the British King, and 
had a most tedious voyage, a fever having 
broken out on board, which carried off several 
of the passengers. On Mir and! Mrs WilUam- 
soo's arrival at Pictou, the passengers by the 
Deveton waited on their minister, to express 
to him their deep sense of the unremitting 
kindness of the captain, and no lees that of the 
owner, Mr Watson, wiiw made the voyage 
along with them. These poor, grateful High- 
landers were clubbing their spare pence to pur- 
chase a silver snuff-box for Captain Maclean.'* 

Ibid. — ^The amount of assessment in Inverness for 
the poor was £1600, but this was calculated 
for about five hundred poor, and to cover pre- 
liminary expenses. After investigation, only 
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three handred legal poor were plAoed on the 
roll. The permaoent asaemment was expected 
to be about £1000, at the rate of less tiban Is 
per pound on occupancy and less than 4d on 
^Topertj. The population of town and parish 
was about 16,000. 

October 28.— The death of Lord £Mland is an 
nounced. "He wa* one of the steadiest and 
noblest Isiodmarks of the Whig party.'* 

Ibid.— The Glengarry estates were exposed for 
sale in Edinburgh on tihe 20th inst. <*The 
estate of Qlengarry was put op at £88,000, 
and alter many offers was sold to Lord Ward 
at £91,000. The estate of Inveilochy Castle 
was exposed to sale at £68,000, and after a 
keen competitioD was knocked down to an 
English gentleman for £75,160." The latter 
purchaser was afterwards stated to be the 
Hon. Mr Scariett, son of Lord Abinger. 

Ibid. — A work issued oo National Instruction 
showed that the average income of parochial 
teachers, from salaries, fees, and other emoJfu- 
ments, amounted to £47 5e ll}d per annum, 
or about 18s 2^ per week. Adiing house and 
garden, their emoktmeots were alKNit £1 per 
week. 

November 4.— The Earl of Seafield died on the 
26th ult., at tbe aga of seyenty- three. His 
lordship succeeded to the title and estates on 
the death of James, seventh Earl ol Findlater 
and fourth Earl of Seafield. Hie Hon. Colonel 
Francis William Grant, brother of the de- 
ceased Earl, now succeeded. 

Ibid. — ^The elections for the Inverness Towm 
Council turned this year on the question of an 
assessment for the poor. The result was com- 
pletely in favour of the "non-assessors," and 
also gave a majority of Whigs to tibe Town 
Council. A large number of the inhabitants 
resisted payment of the assessment. 

Ibid.— A disastrous storm had swept over the 
Shetland Isles, causing great loss of life. The 
number of victims is not precisely stated^, but 
many families had been left desolate. 

Ibid — ^A private letter from a young man who 
emigraiiMl in 1838 gives a deplorable account 
of the condition of New South Wales. The 
coovict system had corrupted the community. 
"Emigrate," says the writer, "your nedundant 
population must, but let them emigrate to 
shores not the receptacle of tbe winnowings of 
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the BMMi abuidoned and thorovghly deprtred 
of the himiaa family.** 

November 11.— Attentioii is directed to the pro- 
fraee of geological ideooe. "lir Andenon, of 
thie town, ha« Juat diacorered, io the aandatone 
qnany at CSaatleleatheri bum, at the baae of 
the Leys, a laijer ahonndiiig with the acalea 
and portiona of foaail fiah, aome of which moat 
beye been of great aiae.*' It ia pointed oat 
that the depoait ia oUter than the coal meaanrea, 
and that it would he imprudent to riiik money 
inqoeatof coaL Mr P. Doff, Elgin, had been 
pabliahing a aeriea of papera on the Gec^ogy 
of Moray, in the 'Elgin Goarant,' and the 
Morayahb^ literaxy and Scientific AaaociaUon 
waa carrying on ita woric with Tigoor and soc- 
ceaa. The editor anggeated the formation of a 
acienUfic dnb m Inyemeaa. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of InTemeaa Town Ooancil 
the qneation aroae whether bailiea were en- 
titled to retain office dnring their term aa 
ObanciUora. IVoroat Camming held that they 
were, and moved the election of one bailie and 
treamrer to fill ▼acant offices. Mr Macandrew 
held that the miiform practice in InTeniesa 
waa to elect the magiatntea annually, and he 
moved thai the GbmncQ ahonld now proceed 
to elect fonr magiatntea, a dean of gnild, and 
tiaaaui'oi. The amendment waa carried by a 
majority of twelre votea to nine, and new 
magiatratea wen then elected. ProToat Cam- 
ming annoDncedl that he bad now determined 
to reaign office, aa he had been deprived of the 
oo>4)pefmon of everyone of the gentlemen who 
were associated with him in the magistracy. 

Ibid^A cnrioua qneation arose in connection 
with the Nairn election. There were six yacan- 
ciea. Four candidatea were dniy elected, but 
other three hod an equality of Totee. One of the 
three intimated bis resignation, hot the Pro- 
Tost and Town-deik held that this did not en- 
title the remaining two to cwseiye indlaction. 
The only way was to hold a fresh election for 
the two places. This was acoor^ngly done. 

November 8.— A large party of tbe directora and 
shareholders of the OaledoiDian Bank dined in 
the ChJedoiuan Hotel, and presented Mr John 
Rosa, Berbioe Cottage, with a handsome piece 
of plate ''in acknowledgment of bis disinter- 
ested and Talnable services aa manager of the 
Bank at tbe period of its commencement, and 
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rabsequeiDtly as Chairman of the Board of 
Directon.** Colonel Roas of Strathgarve waa 
io the chair. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of Dingwall Town Council, 
called for the election of magistratee, Bailie 
Charies Stewart waa seized with an apopleptic 
fit, and died in half-an-honr. The business 
was adjourned. ''Mr Stewart waa a generous 
and Idnd-hearted man, much and justly 
esteemed by his feUow-townsmen.** 

Koyember 26.— On the 21st inst., Queen Vic- 
toria gave birth to a daughter, the Princess 
Royal, afterwards Empress of Germany. 

Ibid. — ^This issue gires an account of a drive to 
the Qkngany country. It relates the story of 
Evan ITPhee, who then liyed as a "bold out- 
law" in an isIaDd in Loch-Quoich. The story 
is presenred in the Highland Notebook. 

December 2.^Var had been going on for aome 
time with Mahomet Ali, the ruler of Egypt, 
who claimed SSyria. With the aid of the 
BritiAi fleet, the Egyptian forcee were driven 
Irom Acre, and the town waa once more placed 
in poeseasum of the Turks. 

Ibid. — ^The queatioo wae raised at the Inyemees 
Town Council whether the resignation by Mr 
Cnmming of the office of Provost invdvedl the 
resignation of his seat at the Oooncil. The 
point waa referred to the opinioD of counsel. 

December 9. — With the permission of the 
British Gkyvemment, the remains of the 
Em^wror Napoleon were removed from St 
H^ena to be deposited in Paris. 

Ibid. — ^Duncan George Foirbes of Cnlloden, great- 
grandson of the President, died at Forres on 
the 28th ult, at the age of 60. His remains 
were removed to Culloden House, andl were 
interred on the Gth inst. in the famfly burying- 
ground in the €9iapel-Tard, Inverness. A ool- 
lisioD oocuired on the occa8i<Mi between two 
sections of the tenantry. The Ferintosh men 
daimed the right of carrying the body and 
snrrooDding the hearse in its progress. When 
the procession had gone about half-a-mile, part 
of the Cdloden people sallied from a wood, 
armed with sticks, and endeavoured to drive 
their opponenta from the hearse. They suc- 
oeeded in dislodging the main body, but a few 
of the Ferintosh men held fast by the hearse, 
aod did not relinquish their hold untU they 
arrived at the burial place. It was feared that 

87 
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the ooQtest would be repMted m the chrarcb- 
yard, but the exertions of Mr John Macbeftn» 
menenger-at-arm8, and the tfoperintendent of 
police, prerented loch a, deplorable result 
'*The gentlemen of the ditirict, and the le- 
•pectable teoaote on each side^ carried the 
coffin, while the man from the coootry walked 
beeide them. The whole of the auirounding 
walls, tombs, and monuments in ttnT church- 
yard were covered with spectators, forming a 
nofvel and impressiTe spectacle." 

Ibid.— 'The Presbytery of loTemess bad another 
long sederunt on the Daviot case. It was 
ultimately resdved to refer it to the Assembly, 
with any further minutes which might be 
added before the first Tuesday ol March. 

December 16.--The Inverness High Oburch was 
re-opeaed on Booday alter undergoing repair. 
The table-seata had been displaced U> make 
room for pews, by which additional acc<Hn- 
modatioii was obtained. The church was also 
heated by means of stoves. 

Ibid.*-OoaDsel intimated their opinion that Mr 
Onmming, by resigning his office as Provost, 
did noi resign his office as Oooncillor. 

Qbid.— The Highland Society voted theit silver 
medal to Sir Fhmois A. Mkckenzie of Qairk>ch, 
ler bis report <« the oomparative values of 
wheat grown on Ckman Mains. 

December 23. — A meeting was held in a ball in 
Osstle Street, which was addressed by a 
Chartist roeaker from London, Mr Julian 
Harney. There was a charge of twopence tor 
ttdnissioo *'to pay eaqtenses.'' About ninety 
peraoDs were present. The speech was fol- 
krwed by a free discussion, and it was found 
that the large majority of the meeting were 
opposed to the views of the speaker. In the 
n^dst of considerable oonfusioA, the police- 
officers entered, and the orderly portion of the 
meeting withdrew. ''We understand that after 
paying the expenses of the room Mr Harney 
b«i a balsAoe ol Is 6d in his favour. A sub- 
scription was afterwards made by his support- 
ers, which amoimted to 8b 6d ; and yesterday 
Mr Julian Hainey left town to pnoceed to 
Forres.'* 

Ibid.— A series ol articles on "Inverness in tlto 
Oldeo Time** begins in this issue. Tbey are 
chieHy drawn from the burgh records. The 
convivial habits of tbe city fathers are de- 
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picted. The writer inferred that a rayal birth- 
day meant the oo(ii8aii];)iioii of six doEen of 
claret, bat the PioToet aud Bailiee shared their 
good cheer with other digaitaries aod town 
offidala. The amoaot tpeot for eating and 
drinking in the early part of the eighteenth 
century is estimated at £60 a year— a very 
considemble earn in thoee days. In subse- 
quent issues there are notes on neigbbouring 
towns as well as ooi Invamess. 

December 30.— At a meeting of Inverness Town 
Council; Dr J. I. Nicol was electej a member 
of OoimcU, in place ol Mr Bennie, who had 
reeigoed. At the aune meeting Pr Niool was 
elected PtoTOst of the burgh. 

Ibid.— "On Wednesday week the estate of Banu, 
in InTemess-riiire, was put up to sale in 
Pazton's Exchange Coffee-House, at £36,000 ; 
and after Tarious biddings wae koocked down 
to Golonel Qordon of duny for the sum of 
£38,060.- 
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No. XV 11. 

The jMT 1841 IB imporUnt in pjoliticftl huh 
tory. The Whin baa now been in oi&oe for 
ten years, and daring the latter part of the 
period had incurred mnch oppoaition on ao- 
connt of their Irish policy, which waa repre- 
aeuted as anbserFient to Daniel O'Oonndl 
and injurious to Protestant interests. The 
agitation cm the Com Laws had also begun, 
lu connection with this subject in the first 
part of the session of 1841, Lord J<^n Russell 
announced that he intended on 81st May to 
more the following resolutUMi: — ^"Tliat the 
House should reeolve itself into a Oommittee 
of the whole House to considei' the Acts of 
Parliament relating to tbe trade in com." 
The diFision, howoFer, took place on a sub- 
sidiary question relat.n^ to the sugar duties, 
though the subject mainly discussed was the 
merit of a fixed duty on com as opoosed to a 
sliding scale. Lord John Russell was in 
favour oi a fixed duty, Sir Robert Peel of the 
sliding scale. The Government was defeated 
by 36 Fotes^^ir to 281. They did not, how- 
ever, resign until Sir Robert Peel proposed 
a Fote of no confidence, which was carried by 
a majority of one (312 to 311). A dissolu- 
tion of Piu*liament followed, and Sir Robert 
Peel came into power with a majority of 68. 



From llu *' Invemtsa Cimrier.*' 
1841. 

Jaouaty 13. — The game of curling pn>mise<l to 
become natmnlised. It was unknown here 
unto the Ute Mr Wilsmi, of the Oaedomao 
Hotels introduced curling stones and estab- 
lished the game on Ixx^na-Saoais. *This 
year a more solid foundation has been laid; 
stones and besoms haTS been provided in 
Dombers, rinks are formed, and a regular dub 
hai been constituted." 

Ibid.— The sudden death of the Rey. Mr Ken- 
nedy, of Killeaman, is announced. He was 
aeizied with croup in the throat on the pre- 
vions Saturday, and died next dtaty. Mb Ken- 
nedy was the father ol the late Dr Kennedy, 
of Dingwall, and a popular and impressiTS 
preacher. 

Ibid.— A marrellouB escape is recorded. Mr 
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Grant of Gkomoriston and two friends were 
driying along the banju of LodhrNeas at a 
steep spot, when the horses slipped on 
the ice, and dragged the carriage over a rock 
sixty feet high. The occupants of the cai 
riage had just time to throw themeelTes oat, 
but the coachman went with tibe horses. 
Their fall, however, was bn^ten by trees and 
brushwood. The coachman escaped unhurt, 
and the horses were swung up by ropes little 
the worse. The paragraph recaUs a similar 
accident which had bappened at the same spot 
to the family of Madeod of Madeod a few 
years before. The writer strongly insists on 
the erection of parapets along this line of 
road. 

Ibid. — ^There is a long review of a romance by 
Charles Mackay, entitled *lxmgbeard. Lord 
of London." The review, we believe, was 
written by Angus B. Reach, a young native of 
Inverness, who was afterwards well known as 
a distinguished London journalist. 

January 20. — ^Tbe first annual report of the In- 
verness National Security Savings Bank was 
submitted at a meeting on 15th inst. It 
stated that 361 accounts Ihadf been opened, and 
that the aoMunt in bank at the dose of the 
financial year (30th November) was £1510 
3s 6d. 

January 27.-^There is an interesting article, en- 
titled "Scenes on the CkMsts of Sutherland 
and Boss." The writer gives an ac- 
count of the departure of a party 
of emigrants from Helmsdale at the 
close of a successful fishing season. Half-a- 
dozen Dutch vessels were loading at the quay. 
The party embarking io the emigrant ship 
were from the upland parts of tbe strath. 
Men, women, and children evinced signs of 
grief, the sorrow of the women being loud 
and open. As the vessel moved away, the 
pipes played, **We return no more." An old 
man, a catechist, accompanied the party on 
board the vessel, and before returning to 
shore he poured forth a long and pathetic 
Gaelic prayer. The writer joined the vessel, 
going with it as far as Tkrbat Ness. The 
nigM closed in dark and stormy, and the ship 
had to lie o^ 1\ui>at Point until day broke. 
Most of the passengers had hardly ever seen 
the sea before, and the gale terrified them. 
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Boddml/, M if 1^ ooqimon cooaent, they 
nued * GmIio pmM tna*, which mingWd, 
with wild aad pUintiTe «ff«ct, witli th« totix 
tii mui aod whid. The writer diaembwked 
in the norning, end the reiael held en iti 
way. 

Ihid.-Ooe of tbe diflcnltiee of the time flnde 
ezpreation in a note. In conaeqaenoe oi a 
ftorm, parcela of newap^Mr ■fampe had been 
detaioAd on the road. "We are tboe/* laya 
the pobliflher, '^compelled to print part of oar 
impression this week on unstamped paper; 
bat the proper aflldaTit and adcnowledgment 
will, of coarse, be made to the Stamp Office.'* 

Ibid-^'^On Wednesday last a duel took pUce in 
Boss-shire between Dunoao Slividson, Esq. 
of TuUoch, and Hugh Ross, Esq. of Oomarty 
and OiastuNich. The quarrel originated in 
the proceedings of the county meeting, held 
lately at lofvergordon, on the subject of the 
Prison Board. Mr Davidson was Chairman 
of the mee^ng, and Mr Ross oonoeived that 
he interrupted him improperly in the course 
of the discussion. Under this impression he 
addreased a letter to Mr Davidson of TuUoch, 
wliich the latter felt to be of a nature that 
required ezplanation or apdogy. A duel was 
the result. Hie parties met at two o'clock on 
Wednesday, netf the Kincraig Road, by Bal- 
nagown OisUe. Mr Davidson was attended 
by Lord Mhcdonald. and lieotenant Grant, 
commanding the recruiting party in Tain, 
acted as the friend of Mr Ross. Dr W. B. 
Ross, of T^, was on the ground to officiate 
if medical aid waa required. After the usual 
preliminaries, Mr Davidson fired, as we are 
informed, 'somewhat in the direction' of his 
opponent, and Mr Ross discharged his i^istol 
in the air. The seconds now interfered, and 
the principals having shaken hand«, left tlie 
ground.*' Tnlloch alterwardi wrote to say 
that the meeting tock place not because Mr 
Ross declined to apologise to him, but be- 
cause he declined to apologise to Mr Ross for 
having interrupted him, "as he [Mr Roes] con- 
caved, in an abrupt and oncalled-ior manner." 
There was a great deal of discussion at the 
time on the subject of duelling, arising from 
the case of Lord Oardigan and otber inddents. 

Ibid. — ^Ilie directors of the T^in Royal Academy 
make an appeal for funds. The institution 
had been worked on rather a lavish scale, but 
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this was not the chief cause of the financial 
deflciencf. A olaasica) master who had prored 
inefficient had been discharged. He carried 
the caae to tbe law courts, ultimately to the 
House of Lords. The suit went against him, 
but the ODSt to the directors was abont filOOO. 

Febmary 3. — ^The qnesticsi of a legal a s s ess ment 
for the tpoor continued to agitate the com- 
munity. It was disonssed at a puUic meet- 
ing, and by tbe Town Council, heriton, and 
kirk-session. The Town Council, by a 
majority of twelye to four, determined against 
a legal suso ssmant; and the same view was 
taken at a meeting of heritors aod kirk-session 
by a majority of 56 to 36. 

Ibid.-rAn account is given of the induction of 
Mr Edwards to the parish of Ifiamodh, one of 
the Sustoric incidents in the Church cootro- 
yersy. 

February 10.— It is stated that an English 
gentleman, Mr Bainbridge, M.P. for Taunton, 
was lessee of the Qlengany shootings previous 
to the purchase of the property by Lord 
Ward; and, annoyed by the kns of game, 
this gentleman, set about a rigorous system of 
war and extermination against all the yermin 
intruders. He engaged numerous game- 
keepen, paying them liberally, and awuding 
prizes to those who should prove most suc- 
cessful The result waa tbe destruction, 
within three years, ol above four thousand 
bead ol vermin, and a proportional increase 
in the stock of game. A full list <^ the 
vermin destroyed at Qlengarry from Whitsun- 
day 1837 to Whitsunday 1840, is subjoined, 
and may be quoted here as still interesting : — 

UFom. 
19B Wild eata 
M6 Martmicata. 



106 Pole cats. 
901 Stoti and weasels. 
87 Bad4«n. 

78 Hoive cats, goins 

V Wbits-t^ediaa 
15 Qolden eaoles. 
18 Otpray or fishing eagltt 
98 Blue hawks or fwe- 

arine falcons. 
7 (mnge-lflggrd falcons. 
11 Hobhy hi^TkB. 
05 Kites, eommoaly 
caltod safanen-tatied 



aledss. 
> M a r I a harHetv ar 
yellow-l«ggcd hawks, 



63 Gos hawks, 
MS Common busards. 
871 Roagh-legffed bos- 
sards. 



S L-iDg hossanls. 
M Kestrel at red haWks. 
78 Martta hawka. 
83 Hen haniers or ring- 

toQed hawks. 
6Qer faleon toe- 
feathered hawks. 
9 Ash-coloured hawks, 
or long blue-tailed da 
1431 BuMta er earrion 

475 Ravens. 
36 Horned owla 
71 Gommoa term owls. 

8 Oolden owls 

8 M sgpipes. 



296 Invemem Cornier Index. [1841 

IbkL^A man named OMiicroii, moam&A of 
mnrdering his faiher-iii-lKw at BaUiaUMnb, 
had baeo apprahended after hiding f«r montha 
in the dia^ct. — A man from Lodutber, oon- 
Ticied of rape, had been aentenoed to death. 
The ezeootion was to hare taken place at In- 
Temem, but the eentenoe was oommnted to 
timnaportation for life. 

IbkL— A note in thia tssae laya that "the excite- 
ment in this town on the sobject of the poor 
laws snrpamea anything of the kind witnessed 
here since the paaaing of the Reform BilL" 
Hie meetings oo the snbject are reported at 
length. We have mentioned the resnlt aboTe. 

Febraarj IT.^The expediency <d a general and 
extensive system of emigration to relieye the 
destitute poor of the Highlands was bronght 
before Pariiament by Mr Henry Baillie, If.P. 
for InTcmess-diire. In moTing for a commit- 
tee of inquiry, Mr Baillie stated that owing to 
the depression of the kelp trade by the reduc- 
tion of the duties on salt, sulphur, and bar- 
illa, many oi the Highland estates were 
mined, and the tenants tad occupien depriTed 
of the means of living. He reckoned that 
there were 40>000 persons standing in need 
of assistance, and that the expose of removal 
to Canada would be £3 each, consequently a 
grant of £120,000 would be required. The 
leaders of the House and the Oppoaition (Lord 
John Russell and Sir Robert Peel) held out no 
hope of a money grant, and the motion was 
confined to the appointment of a committee of 
inquiry, which was granted. 

Ibid.^Ln account is given oi the surrender of 
Dost MaBiomed to our forces from India. 
Obtain Fraser, 2nd Bengal Oivairy, a brother 
of Mr Fraser of OuUnthel, distinguished him- 
self in the operations. 

February 24.— A paragn^h nltotiona that a 
great evil In the emigratioD from the High- 
lands to Australia was that only young imd 
able-bodied persons were conyeyed free. The 
consequence was that poor, helpless females 
— sisters, grandmothers, &c.— were thrown 
upon the parish funds, and the emigiation, in- 
stead of lessening, increased the misery of 
many districts in the Highlands. 

lUd.— Some reference had been made by a con- 
temporary to the relative numbers of strangers 
and natives employed in the construction of 
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the GUedonian OBuiai while that great work 
was in progress. ^* It is a Gommon ttror," 
says the editor, **that the Highlanders were 
fonnd aoch bad labourers that it was neces- 
sary to engage Irishmen, by wib&m it is said 
the greater part of the excavations and other 
works were made. We have now before us a 
detailed aoooont of the number and proportion 
of labourers employed on the canal, ^m which 
it i^>pears that not above 1 in 60 of the whole 
were other than natives of the Highllands." 
This statement is supported by detailed 
figures. l%e writer adds that the masons 
were chiefly from Morayshire, and the Uack- 
smiths and carpenters principally from the 
neighbourhood of Inverness, with a few from 
England and Wales. 

Ibid.— The trial of Lord Cardigan on a charge 
of felony for having shot at Oaptain Tuckett, 
in a duel, "with intent to oommit murder," 
took place before the House of Lords. 
Counsel for the defence took \h» technical 
plea tbat Oaptain Tuckett's name was not 
pr<^rly given in the indictment. The House 
sustained this objection, and Lord Cardigan 
was acquitted. The triat, however, put an 
end to duelling in this oountiy. 

March 3. — ^The Government submitted an Irish 
Registration Bill, which was intended to settle 
a difficult question ndsed the previous session 
by Lord Stanley, and again revived by him. 
On the second reading Mlinistors had a ma- 
jority of 5 votes— 301 to 296. This saved the 
position for the moment, but it was felt that 
the Government could not carry their bill, 
and that a crisis which had been long 
postponed was close at Iband. 

March 10. — Provost Nicol submitted to the In- 
verness Town Council a pn^Kwal to memori- 
alise the Treasury on behalf of a survey for 
a railway to come to Inverness by the coast 
route. The memorial was unanimously ap- 
proved of. 

Ibid. — The Parliamentary Committee appointed 
to inquire into the condition of the population 
of the Highlands had commenced ite sittings. 
The remit from the House was to 'Inquire 
into the practicability of affording relief by 
means of emigration." This, the editor 
thought, was too restricted. The inquiry 
should have embraced not only the subject of 

38 
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enugnktioo, but tlie improvemeut of the coo- 
ditioQ of the people who wwe to remain at 
home. 
March 17.--" In the Ri^er GUim, near Kil- 
momck, it a small picturesque island, on which 
Lord Lovat has erected a handsome honse, 
the residence of two gentlenien, descendants 
of Prince Charles Edward Stoaxt, wtio wear 
the Highland dress, and are animated with 
true G^tic enthusiasm. Their collection of 
Highland antiquities hvals that of Captain 
Orose, so bmnoTonsly descrihed by Burns, and 

adds not a little to tiie interest with whidi 
their solitary mansion, with its rustic bridge 
and foaming waterfall, is viewed in the midst 
of scenery the meet splendid for variety, rich- 
ness, and magiiiBcence.*' This notice intro- 
duces tbe Sobieski Stutirts, whose claim to be 
descended from Prince Charlie was ei;>kxied 
by subsequent investigation. A mystery, 
however, still liangs over their descent and 
career. The article gives a description of 
Eilean Aigas. 

Ibid.— **The town of Wick is now lighted with 
gas — an invention which extends from one ex- 
tremity of the kingdom to the other." 

Ibid. — ^An account is given of reclamations and 
improvements made on the farms of Eaater 
and Wester Oomtown, Ross-shire, by Mr 
James Ure. Mr Ure entered on Easter Cbm- 
town in 1829, and added Wester Comtown in 
1835. In trenching, draining, erecting farm 
offices, building dykes, planting hedges, and 
bringing in waste land, he spent on the first 
farm £2610, and on the second (where farm 
offices were not required), £806. Details of 
the expense are given and of the improvements 
effected. 

March 31.- Lord Lovat had leased to an English 
gentleman, Mr Thomas Dodd, a lead mine 
lately opened in Strathglass. The object of 
Mr Dodd was to form a ccMnpany for working 
the mine, by raising a capital of £4000 in 
shares of £4 each. 

Ibio.— A well-built barque of 80 tons was 
launched from a building-yard at JemimaviUe, 
on Major Mnnro's estate of PoyntcfieklL The 
vessel was built of wood grown on Poynts- 
fieki estate. 

April 7. — A UmcT dren-s b«iU, held in the 
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Northeni Meeting Booms in connection with 
the Harrieni Hunt Club, appears to have 
excited great loeal interest. The rooms were 
gaily decorated with tartans, evergreens, and 
arms. "On the floor might be seen the 
costumes of various countries — the Chinese 
mandarin, Albanian chief, nobles and covr- 
tiers of the olden time, Highland chiefs, 
officers, jockeys, aaid sailors — ^while grace and 
beauty were imparted to the scene by ladies 
*ji rich and showy dresses, from the style of 
ohe Princess to that of the Oernian peasant 
and Swiss flower-girl." The dress of Miss 
Campbell, Kilravock Castle, was acknowledged 
to be the finest. ''It was worn by a royal 
daughter of France in the thirteenth century." 
Mr Hay Mackenzie of Cbomarty appeared in 
a costume which bad been actually worn by 
an Albanian chief. 

April 14.— The Presbytery of Inverness had a 
long diisoussion on the subject of Church 
patronage. Rev. Mr Clark, Inverness, moved 
in favour of ab<^tion; R«v. Dr Rose moved 
against taking any steps on the subject. In 
the end, by a majority of four votes, the 
Presbytery resolved to adjourn the dis- 
cussion. 

April 27.— An emigrant ship, the Pacific, safled 
from Scrabeter Roads the previous week for 
Quebec. No fewer tSian 190 paasengers were 
on board, the great majority from the parish 
of Reay. 

Ibid. — A vessel which was named the Rose- 
hough was launched at Avoch on the 6th inst. 
It was built by a firm named Davidson, chiefly 
from wood oo the Roeehaugh estate. Lady 
Ann Mackenzie performed the ceremony of 
christening. 

Ibid. — A man named Peter Cameron was tried 
at tSito Circuit Court at Invemess for the 
murder of his father-in-law at Balintomb, 
Knockando. The jury brought in a verdict 
of culpable homicide, apparently on the 
ground that, thougb the attack was deliber- 
ate, the man only meant to inflict injury, so 
as to put a stop to his father-in-law's second 
marriage, but not to kill. Witnesses also 
stated that OEuneron "had not the oommon 
judgment of other men." He was sentenced 
to transportatioii for life. Prisoners were in 
those davs cairied from one place to another 
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bj the ordioaiy oo»ch, which expoMd ifaMii 
to a greftt detl of pobUc coriotity. Quneron 
had been brooght from Elgin bj the Star 
Ooach, and hia airiTal waa witnaaaed bf *'« 
denae And yioleni mnltitode/* 
April 28.— John Shaaka, the beadle or ctoerone 
of Elgin Gbthedral, died oo the 14th inat. in 
the eigbty-third year of hia age. *^t8 an- 
wearied eothnaiaam in clearing away the rob- 
btsh which encambered the ana of the 
Oathedral and obacnred ita architectural 
beaatiea, may be gathered from the fact that 
he remoTod, with hia pick-axe and ahoTel, 
2866 barrowfnla of earth, beaidea diacloaing a 
flight of atepa that led to the grand gateway 
of the edifice. Tomba and figQrea, wUch had 
long lain hid in obacnrity, were nnearthed 
and erery monnmental fragment of aainta and 
holy men waa carefully preaerred, and placed 
in aome appropriate aitnation. ... So 
faithfully did he diacharge hia duty 9m keeper 
of the mine, that little now remaina bnt to 
preaerve what he aocompMAed." 

Ibid^Eztracta are given in thia and other 
iaauea from eyidence led before the Pariia- 
mentary Ootnmittee on the subject of High- 
land emigration* An opinion of aome interest 
waa giren by the Rev. Robert Ifacpheraon, 
one of the miniatera of Invemeaa. He attri- 
bnted the deetitotion on the West Coast to 
the injudicioua meana taken to prevent emi- 
gration thirty or thirty-five years before. In 
consequence of the good accounts sent home 
from America by small bodiea of people who 
had emigrated previously, there was a veiy 
general desire on the part of the Western 
Highlanders to try their fcMtune also in 
America. The landlords, however, were 
alarmed at the prospect of the people going 
away, sad the factor for danraoald wrote a 
book "deprecating emigration as the greateat 
curse that oouM befall a oountry." The pre- 
valence of these opinions is bone out by the 
files of early newspapers. 

llay 6.— The Qovemment was twice defeated in 
Committee on the Iriri> Registration Bill, and 
abandoned the measure. 

Ibid.— The line of road from Castle Stuart to 
the boundary of Naimahire waa in progreaa, 
and waa expected to be finished by Septem- 
ber. The report of the Pariiamentar^ Com- 
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mission for Highland Roads and Bridges for 
1840 had been issued. It appears frcnn it 
that, ovriog to the severe snoir-stomi of that 
year, the Highland road was impassable for 
the mail coach for six weeks. It was not 
withoat difflcnlty that a horse-trade, through 
the deep and extensive snow-wreaths, was 
kept open. 

Ibid.— ^Ab a meeting of the Synod of Moray, a 
discussion t(«k j^e on the question whether 
the sere, suspended ministers of Stralbbogie 
should be enn>Ued. In the end a motion of 
Rev. Mir Gark, Inverness, for the exclusion 
of the seven members, was carried by 31 votes 
to 8. In the course of some discussion <hi dis- 
soit, Dr Rose, Drainie, made the following 
decUration: — *'He had no fear of dissenters. 
Dissent was the safety valve of the Estab- 
lished Church. If there were not a powerful 
body of dissenters, the ministers and mem- 
bers of the Established Cburch would become 
indigent ; and on the other hand, were it not 
for the EstaUished Church, dissenters would 
run into wild fanaticism. They were of 
mutual benefit to eadb other." 

Ibid. —The marriage of LoitJ Bruce, eldest son 
of the Earl ol Elgin, with ICiss Onmming 
Bruce, only daughter of Major Cumming 
Brace of Dunphail and Kinnaird, came off on 
the 22nd ult. The rejoicings on the occasion 
are reported. 

Ibid.— Throuj^ the efforts of the Duke of 
Richmond, the town of Fochabers succeeded 
in establishing its claim to a bequest of over 
£20,000 left in America by Mr Alexander 
Milne. The inferior Courts had decided tfbat 
parties in Scotland could not succeed to 
legacies left, under the circumstances in Vbich 
they were in this instance beqiueatbed, by a 
dttsen of the State of Louisiana. The Duke 
of Richmood, however, persisted in carrying 
the case to the Supreme Court, which decided 
in favour of Fochabere and of other legatees 
mentkmed in the will. 

May 19.— The "Port Philip Gazette," of date 
Siod December 1840, had come to the office, 
containing an account, four columns in length, 
of a fete to which Macdondl of Glengarry was 
entertained at Port Philip on St Andrew's 
Day. The chief, with his family, had arrived 
in good health at 'that distant settlement." 
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of priiDAcy importMic«; umI tbey wm added 
that it seemed to them impoadUe to cany out 
fpoch a system, oo so «zteiuive » scale as 
would be aeceasary, witliout aid and asaiitanoe 
from GoTemment, accompanied by such re- 
gulatioos as Parliament might impose to pre- 
vent a recuiTOfkoe of similar evils. 

Ibid.-^A meeting was beld in the Inverness 
Burgh Oowt-Houae to express aympathy with 
the seven Strathbogie ministers, and disap- 
probation of the coone adopted by the Oeoenl 
AKst'mbly. **Tbough not numerous, the meet- 
ing was highly respectablet and all appeared 
zealous in the cause." Provost Nicol was in 
the diair. The meeting caused some local con- 
troversy. 

Ibid. — ^It waa now known that a dissolution of 
Parliament waa in [wospect, and political ad- 
dresses began to appear. In several northern 
constituencies it waa understood tbat there was 
to be no contest. 

Ibid.— Sir Francis llackenzie of Qairloch had 
succeeded in hatching salmon fry, with which 
he intended! to stock the river Ewe. The ex- 
periment wan regarded aa specially interasting, 
as the possibility of propagating salmon had 
been denied. 

June 23.^Highlander8 in London were greatly 
interested in a shinty mateh organised by the 
committee of a body which called itself " The 
Society of True Highlanders." The mateh 
took phice in Oopenhagen Fieldb, ''an extent 
of rich meadow land lying on the outakirte of 
Islington." There waa much enthusiasm and 
keenly contested games. It is said that before 
the gathering half the glens of Lochaber had 
been ransacked for abinty dubs. In the even- 
ing there waa a dinner, at which Mr Forbes 
Macneil presided, and many northern gentle- 
men were present. The Chairman waa sup- 
ported on the right by Commodore Sir Charles 
Napier, who waa fresh from the laorela he 
had won on the Syrian Coast in the war with 
ll^emet Ali. 

Ibid. — On the previous Thursday morning the 
North Star steamer, on ite passage from 
London to Inverness, struck on a rock near 
Johnahaven. Tlie hour waa about balf-past 
one, and there was a very thick fog. About 
seventy pajBsengerB were on board in their 
sleeping berths. They were all got safely 



1841] File of Inverness Courier. 306 

ashore in boats. The greater part of the 
caif;o was mudi damaged. The veeeel was 
tweoty-fiye miles oat of her course. 

Chid.— The census was taken this year. Hie 
poimlation of the parish and bnrgh of Inrer- 
ness was 15,306, an increase of 984 in tea 
years. Within the royalty the population 
was 9067, aiod within the Pariiamentary burgh 
11,575. 

Ibid. — ^The Osstle Oommissiooera had resolved 
to enclose and dress up the southern extremity 
of the Ototle Hill, which had been for some 
yean in a most unsightly and irregular con> 
dition.— A prospectus was issued for provid- 
ing new public markets for Inverness by 
means of a joint-stock company. The site 
fixed upon was the space behind St Jobn's 
Episcopal Church. 

June 30. — ^Tbere is an account of the public 
dinner given to Charies Diokeos in Edinburgh. 
The entertainmeoft came off in the Waterloo 
Rooms, tickets a guinea each. The place was 
seated for 260, and there was double the num- 
ber of applicatioDS. When Dickens rose to 
reply he is described as making rather a 
singular appearance. ''It was a raixture oi 
pride struggling with baaftifulness, effeminacy 
with naturaJ, manly feellug, dandyism with 
simplicity. He is very young looking, of a 
slender frame, and his pale, oval face is en- 
cased in a mass of dark-brown hair, worn in 
the most approved dandy style, as if his 
features were set in a frame. His style of 
speaking was Cockneyish, quick, and imora- 
torical, but his laqguage fresh and sparkling." 

Ibid.--The day after the Dickens banquet, llao- 
aulay addreMed the electors of Edinburgh in 
the same place. The correspondent writes— 
"In the general press and squeese I got 
jammed in by the side of Professor Wiltoo, 
wIm), albeit no Whig, was drawn by admira- 
tion of talent to the meeting. He listened 
with great attention, without joining in the 
cheers or hisses, but I noticed that, when the 
Chairman called for a show of hands, as to Mir 
Macauhy betn^ a fit and proper person to re- 
present the city, the 'old man eloquent' raised 
his manly arm in testimony of his acquiescence. 
llr Ifacaday is a plain, decent-looking, stout, 
little man, something like a respectable shop- 
keeper, with a strong dadi of the West High. 

89 
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Uadir Ml hit vwutkj oouktcoiiioe, whiU hi* 
■Uid «ipr«Mlon, tad tfaort hux, oonkMd 
Uck, gave him * tori of pvritoiiical appMr- 
uice. Hia toIm U daar and hia maanar firm 
mad detanninad." 
IbkL— On the 22Dd inai. a yaaaal, iha Ajnna of 
Ballaport, wma Unnohad a^ Balkpori. '<Up- 
wuda of aixiy yaara bava now paaaad away 
since that moat patriotio coontrfman, and 
ganaat old aoldier, the lata Sir Hactor Muuo, 
plaatad tba wooda which nam clotha the 
romantic haighu that form iha hadL-gro«md 
of tha damaana of No^rar. It ia from thaaa 
wooda tha matariala oi the Anne have bean 
aelectad. 8he ia about 120 tooa regirtar, and 
is tiba property of Oaptain Hall, by whom 
aha waa built. That spirited indiTidual baa 
already boilt aeTeral other yeaaela at Bdle- 
port, soiBB o< them of moch Urger dimenaiooa 
than the Anna." 
July 7.-^The General ElectioD waa now g^ng 
on. For the Inyerneaa Bm^g^M Mr lioniaon 
waa returned without a contest. He waa 
nominated on the huatinga by ProToat Niool, 
and seconded by Ur James Smith, architect. 
For the county Kr Henry J. Baillie was alao 
returned unoppoaed. He waa nominated by 
Ifr Hackintoah of Qeddea, and aeoooded l^ 
attain Macpheraon, Biallid. In Oia Elgin 
Burghs there was a conteat between Sir 
Andrew Leith Hay, liberal, and Mr Duff, 
GonaeryatiTe. The liberal waa returned by a 
majority of 14 TOtea (311 to 297.) An incident 
of the election was the preaence of a CSiartiat 
(»aior, who had a platform to himself, and de- 
livered a long tirade against both Whigs and 
Tories. 
Ibid.— At a meeting of the Presbytery of In- 
▼emess, the sentence of the General Assembly 
in the Daviot case was submitted, rojeoting 
tha presentee, Mr Simon Mackintoeh, and 
directing this to be intimated to the patron 
(the Grown.) Hie Presbytery resolved to 
comply with the injunction. Rev. Dr Boee, 
Inverness, moved, and Rev. Mr Fraaer, IK»es, 
seconded, a motion declaring that "in making 
this intimatioit to the Grown, in obedience to 
the General Assembly, the Presbytery state 
that tbsy are perfectly aware that they are 
in vioUM.inn of statute law as declared by the 
Own of Session and the House of )>>rds, and 
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that if the patron or presentee may choose 
in this case to assert their nsdoobted rights, 
the Presbytery will have the alternative of 
being deposed or subjected to an acUon of 
damages and imprisonment. The Presbytery 
therefore req>ectfully bnt earnestly submit to 
the Grown, and Hirougfa it to the Legislatnre, 
whether this be a situation in which any loyal 
and obedient subject should be placed or suf- 
fered to remain for a single day." It was 
moved by Rev. ICr Fruer, KirkhiU, and 
seconded by Rev. Mr Sutherland, that this 
statement be not transmitted. The motion 
not to transmit was carried by five votes to 
four. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that on the 6th inst. a pen- 
sioner named Donald Ross died at Cnlndn, 
in the parish of Kincardine, Ross-shire, in the 
107th year of his age. '*This hoary veteran 
formed a ccsmecting link betwixt this and a 
period now scarcely recollected but as a mat- 
ter of history. He entered the British army 
as a private, in the 21st or Royal North 
British Regiment of Fusiliers, during the 
reign of Gkorge the Second, and having re- 
ceived a wound was discharged, in the rank 
of corporal, in the year 1786, with a pension 
of Is l^d per diem, which he enjoyed for the 
space of fifty-five years, having thus received 
altogeUier about £1200. His wife was the 
daughter of [one who was the] the town 
drummer of Tain, about a century ago, and 
still survives, an aged woman of about 
eighty." 

Ibid. — ^llr James Smith, A. II., schoolmaster at 
Ardenier, died on t^ 13th ult. He was a 
teacher for 65 years, and was distinguished 
by his classical attainments and success in his 
work. — ^The death is also announced of the 
Rev. James Mein, pastor of the United Se- 
cession Ohurch at Nairn. 

July 14. — ^There was a contest in the counties 
of Elgin and Nairn between Msjor Gumming 
Bruce, Gonservative, and General Duff, Liberal. 
Major Gumming Bruce was elected by a ma- 
jority of 199. The contest in the Northern 
Burghs was between Mr James Loch, Liberal, 
and Mr Dempster of Skibo, Goossrvalive, and 
Mr Loch was elected by a majority of 81. 
The ff^owing candidates wwe elected without 
opposition: — Mr Mackenzie of Appleeross for 
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Rou-»hire (CooMrvative) ; Mr Dnndfts for 
Sntheritfid (libwal) ; and Mr TraUl for Guth- 
iMM (Libenl). 

Ibid.— Two meetings were held in InTomeM oii 
the Church question. One wai a county meet- 
ing, which, by a majority of 29 to 11, ex- 
pressed sympathy with the Strathbogie mini- 
sters, and oondeomed the proctedings of the 
G«neral Assembly. The other was a public 
meeting held in the East Church, which 
adopted a series of resolutions approving of 
the action of the Assembly in maintaining the 
principles of non-intrusion and spiritual in- 
dependence. 

Ibid. — Hie Inyemess Sheep and Wool Fair was 
held the previous week. A murrain prevailed 
among the flocks in the South, and the market 
was anticipated with some apprehension. The 
results, however, proved satisfactory, though 
some large lots remained unseed. Prices were 
quoted as follows : —Cheviot wedders, 23s to 
30s; ewes, 13s to 22b; lambs, 8s to 12i; 
blackfa<«d wedders, 16s to 22s; ewes, 9s to 
lis ; lambs, 6s to 8b. Cheviot wool, 15s to 
16s 9d per stone ; blackfaoed do., 6s to Ts 6d. 

July 21.-/rbe Right Hon. J. A. Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of Seaforth had been obliged, on 
account of his health, to retire from the office 
of Governor of Oeyloo. Before his departure 
from the Colony he was eotertainedi to a public 
dinner at Colombo, at which his services were 
warmly commended. 

July 28. — ^The General Election was now over, 
and the Conservative majority in England far 
exceeded expectations. In ScoUaod, however, 
the Liberals had still the prep<HideFance, 31 
to 22. There had been gains and losses on 
this side the Tweed, the net Conservative gain 
being three. 

Ibid. — ^The report of the Conrniiseioners of the 
Caledonian Canal stated that they had been 
unable to effect a transfer obi the terms sug- 
gested by the Select Committee. The winter 
of 1840-1 had been one of great severity and 
umMusl fluctuation. "In the early part of De- 
cember excessive rains prevailed, and Loch- 
Lochy rose for a short time above tbe msxk 
which admits a passage at the Gairlochy lock, 
a state of circumstances always giving cause 
for much anxiety. Intense frosts succeeded, 
which interrupted the navigation for about a 
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week at the end of the month, and again from 
tftie 6th to the 30tb of Januaxy." 

Ibid.— 'A public dinner wm giyen at F<»re8 to 
the defeated liberal candidate, General Sir 
Alexander Duff. A similar compliment was 
paid at Dingwall to the member for the 
Northern Bm-ghs, lAr Loch. 

Afigast 4. — ^A great improvement was this year 
effected in Damaway forest, in the neighbour- 
hood of the river Findhom. About seventeen 
miles of walks had been constructed nnder 
the superintend«ace of the Hon. J. Stuart. 
One series of these walks led to the heronry. 
The nests of the herons were built on the 
branches of some old oak trees, overhanging 
the stream. ''As many as forty nests are on 
one tree, and there are from two to three 
hundred birds. The number of herons is on 
the increase, probably because the noUe pro- 
prietor is anxious to protect the once royal 
birds, and because the river and adjoining 
firth afford abundance of small trout and fry 
on which they feed. On the i^posite side of 
the Findhom is a steep, precipitous bank of 
light sandstone, with numerous holes and 
fissures, in which seme scores of jackdaws 
have taken up their abode. These light in- 
fantry sometimes make war on the stately 
ranks of the herons, occasioning a din and 
turmoil that resound through tlie furefit like 
a war of artillery, and we suppose they some- 
times find tibeir way into the capacious tree- 
rocked nests and steal the eggs.** The 
heronry does not now survive, the herons about 
forty years ago having deserted the spot. The 
new walks above described gave access to a 
rude hut, which had been formerly used by 
the Sobieski Stuarts aa an occasional place 
of refuge when out shooting. ''The spot, 
though now laid open, was almost inaccessible, 
and completely unknown w'bile tenanted by its 
romantic inmates." 

Ibid. — ^In a jury trial, before the Lord-Justice 
Olerk, ICr Murdo Mackenzie oi Dundonnell 
proved his right to the salmon fishing in the 
Bay of Gruinard. 

Ibid.^The v«^untary oontributions for the relief 
of the poor in the parish of Inverness 
amounted only to about one-third of the sum 
required. At a statutory meting held in the 
Gaelic Church, it wnit resolved that t^e friends 
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d the Toluntary principle should use their 
efforts to rsite a snffleient fond for the sop- 
port of the poor for the ensniog six months. 

Ibid.— Mr Dempster of Skibo was enteitained 
to a public dinner at T^n, after his defeat as 
a candidate for the representation of the 
Northern Bnrghs. "As Tain enjoys the dis- 
tinction of being the only one of the six in 
nflkich the hon. gentleman was not in a 
minority, it was appropriately chosen as the 
theatre of this demonstzmtion.'* 

August IL^Tbe editor paid a Tisit to Strath- 
errick, and describee the lowering of the 
waters of Loch-Garth and Loch-Farraline, for 
the pnrpoee of redaimiag swampy ground. It 
was in conrse of these operations that a bnndle 
of fire-arms was found on the edge of Loch- 
Farraline. The story as now told is that the 
family nurse, after the battle of CuUoden, car- 
ried all the guns in the house to the lake, and 
committed Uiem to its safe keeping. "She 
had charge of the house in the absence of 
the family, and when the tide had turned 
against tftie young CheTslier, why should she 
expoM the family to suspicion and danger by 
these relics of the fatal struggle? About a 
dosen guns, a swwd, and some other weapons 
were thrown into tlie lake; and there they 
remained until the present summer. We saw 
two of the muskets tn the house of ICr Fraser, 
Abersky ; the wood is much decayed and gone, 
but the guns still preserve their 8hi^>e^4ike 
▼eterans once bright and powerful, but rusted 
by years of in^orious retirement.'* 

Ibid. — ^RepcHrte from tibe moors were favourable, 
and it is reported that hundreds of sportsmen 
were waiting for the Twelfth of August. The 
rent of shootings had advanced. ''One moor 
in this neighbcmrhood, for example, which last 
year let for £100, has this year brought £150, 
and numerous applications have been made 
too Ute." 

August 18. — ^There is a report ol a dinner given 
to Kr Henry J. Baillie on his return as mem- 
ber for the county of Inverness. The Hon. W. 
Fiaser of Saltoun was in the chair. 

Ibid.-— There is a notice of Hugh Miller's work, 
<*The Old Red Sandstone." The reviewer feels 
confident that the work is not ephemo^, and 
that its popularity will go on increasing, like 
Isaac Walton's Angler and White's Natural 
History of Selbome. 
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Aiigiiai26.— "The lletfln Qmnt, merchanU, Mm- 
(^tcr, whow unrearied and priaoely chari- 
ties have been drawn by ICr Claries Dickena 
in the character of the Brothers CheeryUe in 
Nicholas Nickleby, have presented our In- 
firmary with a handsome donation of one 
hundred pounds. Within the last three years 
these opulent merchants have distributed not 
less than £2000 in acta of charity and mnni- 
ficence in this county, through the agency 
of Ifir Christie, Balmore. l%e Messrs Grant 
are natiyes of Strathspey, and amid all their 
prosperity and business have never forgotten 
the land oi their fathers.** 

September I. — The new Parliament had 
assembled* and parties joined issue on the 
Address. After an animated debate, the Whig 
Qoyemment was defeated by » majority of 91. 

Ibid.— The Commission of General Assembly 
held an extraordinary meeting the prerions 
week to consider the ecclesiastical situation. 
There was a very large attendance of mem- 
bers. The result was to pn^xme a conference 
with those members of the Church who ad- 
hered to Dr Cook's protestations. At the 
same time the editor drew the inference that 
Dr Chalmers looked for separation. 

Ibid.— The bakers of Inyeraess had raised the 
price of the 4-lb. loaf one penny, making it 
tenpence. 

September 8.— The change of Government had 
now t«ken place. Sir Robert Peel became 
Prime Minister, and the Duke of Wellingt<m 
leader of the House of Lords. Lord Lynd- 
hurst was Chancellor. 

Ibid.— Mr Maitland Makgill Oricbton was 
making a tour in the North, speaking on be- 
half of the Non-Iotrusionists. He addressed 
a large meeting in the East Church, Inverness. 
In coarse of his address he criticised the Rev. 
Mr Clark, of the West Church, who had re- 
fused to concur in the deposition of the Strath- 
bogie minirters, and had thus separated from 
the party with whom he had previously acted. 

J\M. — ^A sad case of drowning occurred tm the 
previous Monday. Dr Basil l>tler, a nephew 
of Sheriff Fraser-Tytler, was in a boat on the 
river near I^dy Saltoun's cottage. The river 
was swollen, and the boat, caught by a strong 
oorrent, capsheed. Dr T^ler was encumbered 
with angling boots, and was unable to save 
himself, while his companion managed to get 
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Ailiore. Great efforts were made to reecue the 
Ukfortunate uiao, Iwt without avatL Intelli- 
gence of the accident reached the town, and 
hiindi«da of pec^le aasembM oo the banka, 
iome of whom attempted unsQcceasfally to 
reooTer the body, which floated past The de- 
ceased was a yonng man, about twenty-six 
yearn of age. 

Ibid.— A correspondent in Stromness records that 
a great school of whales made their sppear- 
anos in the third week of August, and 150 
were driTen ashore and killed. Tlie aggregate 
vahie was estimated at £460. 

September 16. — ^A note on the harvest recom- 
mends the use of the scythe for cutting the 
crops, reaping with the sickle being expensive 
and tedious. The scythe was now pretty 
generally used in England. 

Ibid— 'A Highland gathering, promoted by Lord 
Ward, was held in Glengarry. It was re- 
garded as a novelty, and attracted a large 
attendance. A fuller notice of the gathering 
appears in the foQowing issue, and « notice 
is given of the sport enjoyed by Lord Ward 
and his friends during the season. They had 
killed about a thousand brace of grouse, be- 
sides ptarmigan, roe, and red deer, and black 
game. One fine stag was killed weighing 27 
stone 3 lbs. 

September 22.— A show of Cheviot sheep was 
field at Altnaharrow, in Sutherland, on the 
17th inst., the date of a cattle market there. 
The quality is described as very good. Nine- 
teen lots were exhibited. The prises went to 
Mr Clarke, EriboU ; ICr Mitchell, RibigiU ; Mhr 
Reed, Sk^pick; and Messrs Atkinson and 
Marshall, Auchinduich. It may be noticed 
in passing that horticultural societies existed 
at this time in Inverness and other northern 
towns, and held successful exhibitions both 
in summer and autumn. A flower show held 
at Forres is reported in this issue. 

September 29. — An account is given of riots 
which occurred at Durness, in Sutherland, in 
connection with the issue of warrants for 
eviction. In August the sheriff officer who 
carried the summonses was met by a large 
crowd of men and women who to€k his pvpesn 
from him and burned them in his presence. 
On the 18th of September the sheriff-substi- 
tute, procurator-fis<^, and a party of sheriff 
officei-B and special constables went to Pumess 
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to tftko further proceedingff, but inet with 
ftont refliitance. The people at night attacked 
Dorine Inn, where they had put up, and com- 
pelled them to leave. The sheriff and f^tcaX 
"were compelled to retrace their steps to Uie 
nearest inn, about twenty miles distant, which 
they reached at 5 in the moniing with half of 
their party. The remainder of the party con- 
cealed themselves in the standing corn and 
among the rocks, and made their escape when 
daylight brokei" The summonses of removal 
had been issued at the instance of the local 
tacksman, who held under an old lease from 
Lord Reay, and had sublet part of the ground. 

October 6. — ^ere wm discussion in Parliament 
at this time as to expenditure for improving 
the OeJedcmian Oanal. The new Premier, Sir 
Robert Peel, had postponed consideration of 
the subject. An article in this issue dwells 
on the importance of the Oanal for local and 
general purpoees, and points out that the 
traffic np<»i it had been regularly and con- 
stantly increasing. 

Ibid.— The Northern Meeting came off the pre- 
vious week. Oompetitions in {nping and 
dancing took place in the Academy Park, and 
athletic sports were held at the Longman. At 
one of the balls all the ladies were in fancy 
dressea— Spanish, Swiss, and ancient English 
costumes. 

Ibid.— On the 2nd inst. Bell's institution in Far- 
raline Park was opened by the Provost, Magi- 
strates, and Town Oouncil. Provost Niool 
mentioned that Bailie Macandrew had taken 
the labouring oar in carrying out the work of 
the Oommittee. Mr George Anderson had also 
given valuable assistance. Part of the funds 
under Dr Bell's trust had been appropriated to 
the support of the Osntral and Merkinch 
Schook. 

October 20.— The Rev. Robert Macpherson, one 
of the ministers of the Inverness High Church, 
died at Ventnor, Isle of Wight, on the 6th 
inst., aged thirty-one. ''The rev. gentleman 
had officiated amongst us for six years, and had 
endeared himself to his parishioners by his 
anxious endeavours to promote every scheme 
of practical benevdence and public improve- 
ment, as well as by the faithful discharge of 
his public duties." Rev. Mr Maodonald, who 
was then assistant to Dr Rose, and Rev. Simon 

40 
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IfackiiiUMli, fomeily pnMotee to the parish 
of DikTiot, were both taggeeted for the 
▼aceacj. 
Ibid.— Jt it stated that Sir Edward Pany, a dis- 
tinguished nayal officer, had been appointed by 
(3oYemment to make a personal inqnirj as re> 
gards the nsefnlness of the Osledoniaa GbaaL 

October 27.^Ai a oonntj meeting in InTemess 
a memorial was adopted, urging the QoTem- 
ment to cany out the works necessary to make 
the Oaledonian Oanal secure and serriceable 
to the public The question of handing it 
OTer to a company was still discussed, but the 
meeting held that in any case the works 
should be adequately completed by the Oo- 
vemment. The Ouial was considered to be 
at the time in an imperfect and dangerous 
state. Sir Edwazd Parry had arrived, and 
was carrying on a surrey along with Mir Maj, 
the resident engineer. 

Ibid.— It is stated that the excitement in Dur> 
ness had subsided, and that the tacksman had 
allowed his sub-tenants to remain in their 
houses till the following May term. The hope 
was expressed that something would be done 
in the interval for the people. 

November 3.~-11ieiie is a sketch of omnibus 
traffic in London, signed with the initials of 
Angus Bethune Reach. He mentions that 
there were then 700 omnibuses licensed to run 
within ten miles of the London Post-office. An 
article on old trees describes the fine chestnut 
at Oastle Leod, the large ash at Earlsmill, the 
hawthorn tree in Oeiwdor Oastle, and an old 
yew in Boleskine. Hie Earlsmill ash has 
since then succumbed to the gale. What about 
the B<deskine yew? It is described in 1841 as 
*'about fourteen feet in circumference and 
thirty-three feet high." 

Ibid. — The elections to the Inverness Town 
Council were conducted with less excitement 
than at any time since the passing of the Re- 
form Bill. All the new members were 
liberals. Provost Niool was re-elected with- 
out solicitation or canvass. 

Ibid. — Kr Charles Stewart, solicitor, presented 
his Commission as Clerk of the Peace to the 
county of Inverness. The Justices adopted a 
minute recording their appreciation of the 
services of Ifr James Grant of Bught, who 
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had dischaarged the duties for 45 yean, and 
bad now reeigned. 

Ibid. — A note on deer-stalking in Harris men- 
tiona that the Earl of Dunmore and party 
had, during the season, killed ten stags, some 
of them weighing 20 stone. 

November 10. — There is an interesting article 
on the rural and sporting statistics of the 
West Highliuids. The harvest had been the 
most favourable for many years, and the crops 
were much above an average. There had also 
been a prosperous fishing season, especially 
in Lochalsh. The crop of grouse and deer had 
not been above an average, but the weather 
was pleasant. "It is difficult," says the writer, 
to come at a correct census of the quantity of 
game killed over an estate; but we hear that 
the Gairloch party had twelve or fifteen red 
deer, from fifty to seventy salmon (taken with 
the rod), and a corresponding quantity of 
grouse. The Lochcarron party have had 
about 1000 brace of grouse, four red deer, 
twelve roe, an immense number of salmon, 
hares, black cock, and 345 ptarmigan — a bird 
that abounds on that mountainous property. 
So late as the 25th of October we heard of 
one of the party killing twenty brace of 
ptarmigan in a forenoon. At Lochalsh the 
party killed nine or ten red deer, twice that 
number of roe, and from five to seven hun- 
dred brace of red and white grouse, besides 
a fair number of salmon with the rod. At 
Invergarry Lord Ward and party have had 
excellent sport. They had 1500 brace of 
grouse, fifty brace of ptarmigan, three red 
deer, and fifteen roe, besides about twenty 
salmon angled in the river Qairy. Such are 
a few of the results. This new branch of trade 
or commerce has added greatly to the rental 
of many Highland estates. Instances are not 
rare of the shooting letting as high as the 
gracing of a mountain district. Some years 
ago there was much difficulty in coming at or 
determining upon a fair rent in ao affair so 
purely ideal' as the value of the sport over a 
property — the sportsman generally calculating 
upon the amount he could spend on the pas- 
time, and the landlord talong all he could 
get. Things are, however, verging towards 
a bearing on this head, and the yearly market- 
able value of the sport over a Highland pro- 
perty may at present be reckon^ at scnw- 
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thing like the fotiowing nOe, grouM bsing Ihe 
unit or standard of valae, vis. : — 

One red deer equal to 100 brace of groQM. 
One roc deer equal to 20 brace do. 
One salmon angled equal to 20 brace do. 
One mountain hare equal to 1 brace do. 
One brace of grouse being valued at 5e. 

"Iliua a shooting supposed capable of pro- 
ducing, on an average of seasons, with fair 
sportanien, 500 brace of grouse, would let for 
£125. II the house acooumodation is good, 
or the moor of high reputation, a larger sum 
may be obtained, and we have known lOs a 
brace offered for a month's shooting.*' It is 
added that fifteen years' purchase was con- 
sidered the value of the game on an estate. 
The writer thinks that all fear of the sport 
being only the fashion of a day might be set 
aside. 

Ibid. — ^The resultn of municipal elections and ap- 
pointments to the magistracy are recorded. 
Dr Xicol was re-elected Provost of Inverness, 
Mr Hugh Innes Cameron was Provost of Ding- 
wall, and llr William Watson Provost of Oo- 
marty. The Liberals had obtained a majority 
in the Forres Town Council, and lit Robert 
Urquhart waa elected Provost, "We con- 
gratulate the burgh," says the editor, "on 
obtaining the services of Mr Urquhart as Pro- 
vost — he will be a great acquisition to the 
burgh, and his election reflects credit on the 
constituency and Council." 

November 17.— The birth of the Prince of Wales 
(King Edward) on the 9th inst. is announced 
in the present issue. The happy event waa 
celebrated by rejoicings in Inverness and other 
places. 

Ibid.-^There is a further account of the Durness 
disturbance. With reference to the first visit 
of the Sheriil-Svbstitute and his party, it is 
stated that they arrived on the Saturday even- 
ing, and a communication was made to them 
that if they abstained from acting until Mon- 
day, the people would disperse and the indi- 
viduals whom they wished to take into custody 
would be delivered up. The authorities, how- 
ever, declined to make any promise. "This 
determination increased the irritation and 
excitement of the crowd, and they were 
peremptorily required to take their departure 
— the people pi*eferring, as they themselves 
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sUted, tx> break the law of man on the Satnr- 
day, to the oommiasiaD of a breach ol the law 
of God by resisting the execution ol the law 
of God on the Sunday; and depart they ac- 
cordingly did, iu considerable alann, but with- 
out a hair ol their heads being touched." 
There was afterwards a talk of seizing a mili- 
tary force, but the Lord Advocate, Sir William 
Rae, declined, and despatched one of his de- 
puties to accompany the Sheriff and other 
officials QD a second visit to the district. 
*' This was done, and as all who possessed any 
jorrect knowledge of the character and temper 
of the people foresaw, they did not meet with 
the slightest molestation. The business was 
investigated coolly and carefuliy. The parties 
in the wrong acknowledged their errors and 
the result is understood to be that, upon an 
impartial and humane view of the whole mat- 
ter, the counsel for the CYown have come to the 
conclusion that there are not sufficient grounds 
for a criminal prosecution." Another account 
appears at a later date, denying that on the 
occasion ol the first visit the people had offered 
to give up the incriminated parties on Mem- 
day. Several of the officers, it is also alleged, 
were knocked down and hurt. 

November 24.— "Died, at TuUich Farm, Inver- 
aray, on the 8th inst., Duncan Munro» aged 
108 years, the oldest tenant on tbe Argyl) 
estate. He and his foiefathers have possessed 
the same farm above 300 years. Duncan has 
lived to see four Dukes, and was lately, by his 
own desire, visited by the heir apparent to the 
Dukedom. His eldest daughter, aged 80, has 
a large family residence upon a farm withia 
eight miles of TuUich. She is still able to 
mUk the cows, to go about and visit on foot 
her father's house. His youngest son alive, 
a feuar in Paisley, upwa^s of 70, is hale, 
stout, and hearty; has resided in Paisley SO 
years." 

December 8.— On the previous Thursday the 
tenantry and friends of Mr Hugh Rose ii. Kil- 
ravoch entertained him to a public dinner on 
the occasion of a visit to his property after 
spending thiiteeo years in India. The en- 
tertainment was held at Clephanton, and was 
attended by a large company. 

December 15. — ^The Rev. Simon Mackintosh, 
who had given up the presentation to the 
parish of Daviot, was appointed to succeed 
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Um Rev. Ifr IfAcpheiiou, of the third charge, 
in InverneM. The Rev. John CSark wu pre- 
sented to Dmriot. 

Ihid.— Ifr Oiarlet Shaw, W.S., factor for Lord 
Maodonald, waa appointed Hheriff-Subitttute 
of the Long Iiland, and was aaoceeded in the 
management M the Skye estates by lAr W. A. 
Mackinnoo, Obrry. 

December 29. — ^In the month of August Dr Bal- 
four, Professor of Botany in the UniTersitj 
of Glasgow, accompanied by scientific friends 
and a party of students, made a botanical 
tour through the Outer Hebrides. The results 
were submitted to the botanical Society of 
Kdinbuiigh, and were now published. No 
new species were discorered, but the visit was 
interesting as showing how the position of the 
islands checkwj and moderated the e£Fecte oi 
cold. In Harris scarcely a true Alpine plant 
was found. 

Ibid. — On the 20th inst. a sharp shock of earth- 
quake was felt in Kintail. There was nothing 
peculiar in the state of the weather, except a 
stillness in the atmosphere, which, however, 
was not uncommon. 
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APPENDIX. 



NOTE A. 
THE MORAY FLOODS. 



The ]ate Mr Jpeeph Mitchell, C.E., ui 
engineer of marked ability and distinetiony 
superintended for many ^ears the works of 
the Parliamentary Oommiesion for Highland 
Boada and Bridges. He was in Kirkwall in 
Augnst 1829, wlien the Moray Floods oo- 
cnrred, and records that he experienced 
there an unexampled deluge of rain and a 
perfect hurricane. On his return home he 
found a scene of widespread destruction, and 
he has left the following succint account of 
the disaster: — "They [the floods] occurred 
chiefly along the south shores of the Moray 
Firth, in the valleys of the Nairn, the Find- 
horn, the Spev, the Don, and the Dee. Seri- 
ous damace had been done to the public 
works, and the roads and bridges under the 
charee of the Commissioners. The magnifi- 
cent bridge across the Spey at Fochabers, and 
the bridge over the Findhorn at Forres, both 
on the great coast road, were destroyed. The 
bridge of five arches over the Dee at Bal- 
later, the bridge of three arches at Corry- 
brough over tne Findhorn. the bridge of 
Qftrr over the Dulnan, the bridges of Kirk- 
ton, of Alford, of Graggan, and Dava, and 
many others of smaller size, were totally 
swept away. The beautiful iron arch of 
160 feet span at Graigellachie was much en- 
dangered, one of the abutments damaged, 
and three side arches destroyed. The pier 
of a 70-feet arch of the large bridge at Gran- 
town was undermined, and the roads were 
cut up and damaged very serioudv for miles 
in Tanous parts of the country. The damage 
to private property — ^to trees, crops, stock, 
dwellings, and outbuildings was very great. 
Whole fields were torn up and covered with 
the debris carried down by the floods." Sir 
Thomas Dick Lauder gives a picture6<;[ue and 
detailed account of the calamitous visitation. 
He mentions that the heat in the province 
of Moray during the previous three months 
had been unusually great, causing an ex- 
cessive drought, ond that as the season ad- 

41 
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vanoed the fluctuations of the barometer be- 
came very remarkable. ''The deluge oi 
rain/' he aayv, *'that produced the flood of 
the drd and 4th of August, fell ohi^y on 
the Monad-liadh mountains, risuig between 
the south-eastem parts of Loch^efls and 
Kingussie in Badenoch, and on that part of 
the Grampian range forming the somewhat 
independent group of the Oumgorms. The 
westerly winds, which prevailed for some time 
previously, seem to have produced a gradual 
accumulation of vapour somewhere north of 
our island, and the column beins suddenly 
impelled by a strong north-easterly blast, it 
was driven towards the south-west, its right 
flank almost sweeping the Caithness and 
Sutherland coasts, until rushing up and 
across the Moray Firth, it was attracted by 
the lofty mountains I nave mentioned, and 
discharged in torrents perfectly unex- 
ampled.'* Sir Thomas mentions that the 
storm was felt at Wick and Kirkwall, though 
not to anything like the same extent as m 
t^io province of Moray and other districts 
associated with the mountain ranges above- 
mentioned. 
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NOTE B. 
CHARLES GRANT, MP. 



The Life of Charles Grant, M.P., written 
by Mr Henry Morris, of the Madras Civil 
Service, and published by J(^n Murray (Lon- 
don, 1904), enables us to revise and supple- 
ment some of the particulars which were 
given in the first volume. Charles Grant 
was bom not on the day of the battle of 
Culloden, as was long supposed, but a short 
time before, namely, in March 1746. His 
father was in Prince Charles's army, and 
was severely wounded at Culloden, but 
escaped, and remained in concealment until 
the search for prisoners came to an end. At 
a later date he joined a Highland resiment, 
and died in 1762 from fever oontraoted at the 
siege of Havana. His son Charles was edu- 
cated at Elgin by his uncde, his father's 
youngest brother, who held an appointment 
m the Excise. The boy attended school 
till he was nearly thirteen years of age, and 
was then taken as an apprentice by Mr Wil- 
liam Forsyth, a merchant and shipowner in 
Oomarty, where he served between four and 
five years. In March 1763, beins then 
seventeen, he left Cromarty for Lonoon, to 
enter the counting house of a cousin| Captain 
Alexander Grant, who had previously served 
under dive in India. He sailed from Cro- 
marty with only half-a^guinea in his pocket, 
and was a fortnight on the voyage. In his 
cousin's employment he remained for several 
years, becoming head clerk in the firm. In 
the summer or 1767 he departed for India, 
having reoeived encouragement and assist- 
ance from directors and irionds in the East 
India Companv, one of them beins Mr 
Becher, witn whom he was afterwards closely 
associated. The young man — he was now 
but twenty-one— muflft have impressed these 
influential friends with a sense of his ability 
and integrity. He received the nominal ap- 
pointment of cadet, but this was only for 
the voyage out, to comply with the regular 
tions which then existed about going to India. 
On arrivins at Calcutta, Grant was placed in 
charge of Mr Becher's private business. The 
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latter waa at the time a Member of Oounoil, 
and was soon afterwarda appointed Politioal 
Beeident at MoorahedaluMi. to which Grant 
accompanied him. When tney were there a 
terrible famine broke out^ in the alleyiation 
of which Becher and his yonng assistant 
worked hard. Owing to failure of health, 
both returned to England in 1771. In the 
end of 1772 Grant obtained a writerthip in 
the aerrioe of the East India Gompany, and 
before he sailed in 1778 he married Jane 
Fraser, a member of the Balnain family. 
*'It was/' we are told, "a singularly ha^py 
union. Mrs Grant was very young, being 
scarcely seventeen years of age, ana he was 
only ten years older. They were a hand- 
some couple." Grant's first appointment 
after his return to India was as Secretary to 
the Board of Trade. For a time he was 
friendly with Sir Philip Francis, and gener- 
ally disapproved of tne administration of 
Warren Hastings. At first he threw himself 
into the gaiety and dissipation oi social life 
in Calcutta. His scrupulous integrity, how- 
ever, remained unimpaired even wnen ne got 
into debt. The vital religious ohange which 
came over his character followed the death 
of two children, young daughters, who were 
carried off by smallpox in 1776. A visit to 
the Rev. J. C. Diemer. a missionary con- 
nected with the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, brought him final peace, and 
he was ever afterwards a deeply pious man. 
eager to promote every form of evangelical 
effort. In December 1780 he was appointed 
Commercial Resident at Malda, where he 
made his fortune. There he was so exact 
in his intromissions as to receive the special 
commendation of Lord Comwallis, who went 
out as Governor-General in 1786. In 1787 
Lord Cornwallis appointed him a Member of 
the Board of Tr&de. In 1790, on account 
of illness in his family, he returned to this 
country, finally closing his career in India. 
In subsequent years he was a director and 
Chairman of the East India Company, and 
from 1802 to 1818 M.P. for the County of 
Inverness. At his first Pkriiamentary elec- 
tion he had to stand a ^evc^e contest in the 
limited constituency which then existed. 
There was a triangular fight between Grant, 
Fraser of Lovat, and Forbes of Culloden, the 
result being as follows: — Grant, 16; LiWat. 
11 ; Culloden, 6. The election expenses of 
the successful candidate, including nis jour- 
ney northward, came to £600. Before the 
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contest oame off lie had purchased the estate 
of Waternish in Skye for £16,000. Grant 
retained the seat without further contest 
until he retired in 1818 in favour of his son, 
Charles Grant, junior, afterwards Loid Glen- 
elg. He died in 1823. The careers of his 
sons, Lord Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant, 
are sketched in the first volume. 



NOTE C, 
NO POPERY RIOT IN 1829. 



The following graphic account of a "No 
Popery *' riot which occurred in Inverness in 
1829 was given by a correspondent in our 
columns in 1870: — 

Perhaps nowhere was the anti-Catholic spirit 
of a community more strongly manifested than 
by tihe inhabitants of Inverness during the pro- 
gress of the Catholic Emancipation Bill. At 
that time the Right Hon. Charles Grant (after- 
wards Lord Glenelg), M.P. for the county, being 
on a visit to the town, a bitter feeling of dis> 
satisfaction with the right hon. gentleman was 
felt by the people; and they secretly deter- 
mined to show their displeasure by publicly 
burning him in effigy, Hugilne Kacbean, anr en- 
thusiastic young townsman, oindertaking to 
produce the inanimate member at the time and 
place appointed. Appropriating for that pur- 
pose a suit of his father's clothes, he took them 
to a garret in High Street, where they were 
nicely stuffed up with paper shavings and a 
volume or two, in sheets, of Grant on the 
Gael, Eraser on Isaialb, and Knockie's Strath- 
speys and Reels adapted for the Pianoforte— all 
works of merit, but which an undisceming pub- 
lic had left on the poblisher's hands to moulder 
away in his lumber garret. Meanwhile the 
watchword was secretly but widely spread, and 
about eight o'clock straggling parties might be 
seen coming from all directions and sauntering 
along towards the Lochgorm, wtiere ultimately 
they amounted to some hundreds. In due time 
the effigy was produced, and before the authori- 
ties were in the least aware of what was going 
on, the crowd moved in a body through High 
Street, carrying the effigy ignominiousl^ along 
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with a large pkcaid bearing tha words 
"Gatbolic Emancipation Bill" pinned to ita 
breast. On arriving at the Exchange or 
ICarket Croes, the effigy waa tied to a stake 
(or lamp-post), and a pile of sbayings being 
ignited, it was soon reduced to ashes, amid the 
shouting, yelling, and "No Popery** cries of 
the crowd. But for a single incident the afCsir 
might have all ended here. The town'a officers 
during the tumult locked themaelTes up in the 
police-office— then a small crib at the south- 
west corner of the Exchange (next door to 
"Skelpsn's" shop>— but when the noise had 
somewhat subsided, to show their employers 
that they were doing something, they sallied 
out and captured a young lad as prisoner, carry- 
ing him into their stronghold. But in five 
minutes tbe door was smashed and the captive 
set free. Exulting in this triumph over the 
''beagles,*' the mob moved down to the Cale- 
donian Hotel in Church Street, where Mr 
Omnt had taken up hie quarters. They here 
commenced shouting iar him to appear in his 
proper person, and answer for his conduct ; but 
instead of lesponding to this request, tbe door 
of the hotel was shut lup and all the lighta ex- 
tinguished. This was taken as a signal of de- 
fiance of the mob; and with missiles of every 
description all the front windows of that old- 
established hotel were shattered to atoms. 
Not satisfied with this, tibey next proceeded to 
the Catholic Chapel — then a plain building in 
Margaret Streetr-^hich was broken into and 
some damage done. After this the mob went 
to the School Hill, and burned to the ground 
a useful wooden building which had long stood 
there, after wihich they dispersed. The town, 
of course, had to pay the piper for the damage 
done; but like those connected with the 
Porteous mob, the real ringleaders were not 
found oat. The artist of the effigy, however, 
did not escai^e altogether scatheless, and wbile 
undergoing punishment from his father for tbe 
loss of his clothes, he told the old gentleman in 
extenuation that, instead of being angry, he 
should only be very proud that Mr Grant, the 
member of Parliament, had worn his clothes 1 
** Weel, weel,** exclaimed the old man, and the 
incorrigible escaped further molestation. But 
Mr Qrant was destined not long to remain in 
"disgrace," for on his next visit to Inverness, 
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for his adTocacy of reform, the "Sleeping Ii<m" 
was chaired in triumph, with music and ban- 
ners, through all the streets of the town — ^the 
people being proad of this opportunity of show- 
ing that "still they lo'ed their Charlie." His 
two reyereod supporters, the Rev. Donald 
Fraser, KirkhiU, and Mr Beith, were also ex- 
tremely pojralar, as also the laird of ICackin- 
tosh. 



NOTE D. 
THE OLD OASTLB OF INVERNESS. 



We ^ave in our first volume a picture of 
the rums of the old Castle of Inverness as 
they appneared between the yeare 1790 and 
1800. The picture was communicated to the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1823, 
and is preserved in the Arcbseologia Scotica. 
It shows the ruins of the old Castle whioh 
was blown up by Prince Charlie^s French 
engineer in 1746. Some further particulars 
may be useful. 

In the ArchsBologia, the paper which ac- 
companies the picture is entitled ''Notice re- 
specting Macbeth's Castle at Inverness by 
Colonel Grahame." This title is, of course, 
a mistake. The Castle had no pretension 
to be called Macbeth's Castle, but was in 
fact the last of a series of fortified buildinss 
which had stood on the present Castle Hill. 
The notice, though written br Colonel 
Grahame, was communicated to the Society 
by one of the Fellows, Mr H. W. Williams, 
and read at a meeting on 18th November 
1823. Mr Williams, in a note addressed to 
Mr Thomas Kinnear, says: — 

"QEurtle Street, Monday. 

"My Dear Sir, — ^I was on a visit to a 
friend the other day, who, on lookiog 
among his papers, found a description of 
Macbetib's Castle at Inverness, accompanied 
by a drawing of it as it appeared about thirty 
years ago. Hie drawing is very nide, to be 
sure; but, still, it greatly assists the descrip- 
tion. Both were done by a Colonel Grahame, 
who lives near the village of Duddingston ; and, 
mipposing that this little account of the Castle 
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might be mooepUble to jou to present to the 
Aatiqnuiui Society, give me leare to endoee 
it in thie noto." 

Colonel GraJiame, in his acoonnt, whioh ao- 
companies hie drawing, claims no other merit 
for his sketch except that it is "a tolerably 
correct resemblance." He states that the 
Tiew was taken from the south-west, on the 
west side of the rirer Ness. He then de* 
scribes the drawing: — 

''What is betwixt aiMl beneath the two 
chimneys are the remains of the ancient Cutle. 
The ground floor was Toulted ; the upper floors 
were of timber; and the roof, when last in- 
habited, was flat and leaded and smrounded by 
a low parapet. Within the north entrance a 
handsome stone stair led to the upper floors. 
The walls were of great thickness, and almost 
entirely composed of that mixture of lime and 
small stones of every shape, frequently met 
with in structures of Tory ancient erection; a 
composition wliich resembled one compact mass 
of hard stone or flint, appearing capable of re- 
sisting the impressioDS of weather and of time. 
In each of the chambers exposed in the three 
upper floors, there was an alcove or recess, par- 
tially discovered in this view, formed in the 
thickness of the north wall of the Castle, of suf- 
ficient dimensions to contain a bed." 

The writer adds that tradition pointed out 
one of the aksoves as ''that in which King 
Duncan was murdered by Macbeth" — so curi- 
ously does legend seek to connect itself with 
visible remains. Piles of rubbish appear to 
rig^t and left of the ruins, and it w men- 
tioned that when the old Castle was blown 
up a fragment of it fell on the elope of the 
hill and remained there. "The part of the 
hill to the right was covered with good grass 
— ^to the left it was rather bare and sandy, 
on which were dispersed many plants of balm, 
and the remains of patches of sweet herbs, 

tbnted there by the officers of the garrison." 
n 1828 Mr John Anderson, W.8., made 
Colonel Grahame's notes the text of another 
paper to the Society, in which he corrects 
some historical mistakes, and* mentions that 
Mr Godsman, factor to the Duke of Gordon 
at Inverness, completed the work of destruc- 
tion, which the Highlanders began in 1746, 
by removing walls from the Castle to build 
dykes. "1& took away, much to the chagrin 
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of the gentlemen of the town (as a venerable 
lady reaident tihere has informed me), a 
oaired atone bearing an inscription com- 
memoratiye of the era when the Gastle was 
erected. My informant, when a little girl 
at school, was often promised a reward by 
her father if she conld discoTer this stone 
in any of the dvkes; and many were the 
anxions and fruitless researchea she made in 
consequence. She never learned that it 
had been found." The late Joseph MitcheU, 
C.E., (bom in 1803), speaking of hia 
boyluMd, says — ''The remains of the 
Castle consisted of some perpendicular 
walls, still in ezustence on the Gastle Street 
side of the hill, and the ruins of the old 
Gastle on the top of the hill, six or eig^t 
feet above the ground. On tnem was fixed 
a tall flagstaff, on whioih the Boval ensign 
was hoisted on the King's birthdays, Sun- 
days, and holidays." 

The terrace which forms part of the town 
of Inverness has no doubt, at some part, been 
the site of fortification ever since a com- 
munity gathered at the spot. It is generally 
supposed that Maobeth's Dun stood near the 
ground now occupied by Victoria Terrace, 
and known in ancient documents as the Auld 
Castle Hill. According to tradition. 
Malcolm Ganmore destroyed this stron^ola 
and set up a fortification on the present 
Castle Hill. At any rate, there are authen- 
tic notices of a castle existing at Inverness 
under the kings who reigned before Uie War 
of Independence. We may with reasonable 
certainty assume that since the time of Wil- 
liam the Lion, perhaps from an earlier date, 
the Castle stood where our County Buildingn 
still stand. Bruce appears to have demol- 
ished the first Norman Gastle, in conformity 
with his well-known policy. When it was 
next rebuilt it is difficult to say. We know, 
however, that in 1412 the Earl of Mar. the 
leader of the Royal army at the battle of 
Harhkw, erected a strong castle for the de- 
fence of the country against the Lord of the 
Isles. In the sixteenth century the build- 
ing was enlarged and strengthened by the 
Earls of Huntlv. In 1726 General Wade 
made further additions, so as to provide bar- 
racks for six companies of soldiers and lodg- 
ings for officers. The picture of the Gastle 
given by P. Sandby, R.A., in 1744, the vear 
before the Jacobite Rising, shows it to nave 
been a handsome range of buildings. This 

i2 
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WAS the 6<fifioe blown up in 1746. The work 
of demolition wm fatal to the French engin- 
eer, a eergeant of artillery^ who undertook 
it. "This onfortnnate individual, belieying 
the matc^ extinsniehed, approaobed to ex- 
amine it, when the mine sprung, which blew 
him into the air, with the stones of the bas^ 
tions, to an immense heigjht." According to 
another rersion the engineer and his dog 
were thrown aoross the riFer to the Little 
Green ; the man was killed and the dog sur- 
vived 1 

After the suppression of the Bebellion the 
Government did not rebuild the fortress at 
Inverness, but erected instead a new Fort- 
George at the Point of Ardersier. Inver- 
ness Csstle remained in ruins, gradually dis- 
appearing by the removal of stones for suoh 
bsse purposes as the building of dvkes. 
"Nonagenarian" (whose Reminiscences were 
published durin^^ his lifetime in 1842) says 
that the keep, with other parts, remained in 
tolerable preservation long after his birth; 
that the walls were much higher than the 
towers of the present Castle, and the rooms 
spacious and lofty. Before 1823 the Osstle 
hill was bare. Writing, as we have noted, 
in 1828, Mr John Anderson says — "The sum- 
mit where the Gsstle stood hss been levelled, 
and a portion of wall between CSsstle 
Street is the only relio of the fortress." The 
foundation-stone of the present County 
Building was laid in May 1884, and the 
foundation-stone of the prison in 1846. Now 
a new prison has been erected at Porterfield, 
and the cells of the old prison have been 
transformed into offices, liie buildings form 
a handsome pile, and give a striking aspect 
to the Castle Hill. 

A few notes may be added. Colonel 
Grahame, in tiie paper mentioned above, says 
that, when the building stood intact, they 
formed a square, "containing a house for the 
Governor and barracks for officers and sol- 
diers; the old Castle forming part of the 
south side of the square, and being the Fort- 
Biaior's residence. There wss alM> a chapel 
and some other modem buildings on the 
south side of the Cnstle; and ramiwrts en- 
compassed the hill along the riverside and 
behind Bridge Street and Castle Street." 
He also says that " a small portion of these 
ramparts appears at the side of the river in 
this view." This is a statement that re- 
quires further investigation. In the vietr 
of 1744 there is no wall round the hilli but 
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there is a wall enclosing the Gastle on its 
own loFel. Pk-obably there was a wall at 
the liFereide to prevent the sand from mn- 
ning. Burt in hie time (about 1730) says 
that the workmen in widening the space be- 
tween the hill and the river one evening 
loosened the gravel and; it began running in 
oourse of the night, oausin^ sreat alarm. 
There was a fear that the OastTe '^would be 
down before morning." However, he adds, 
''the town masons and soldiers soon ran up 
a dry wall against the foot of the bill (for 
stones are everywhere at hand in this coun- 
try) which furnished them with the hasty 
means to prevent the fall." No doubt a 
stronger wall was afterwardb erected. 

Nonagenarian recordis that in his youth he 
had a narrow escape. "About seventy-one 
years ago, I was standing at five o'clods one 
summers morning, leaning against the west- 
em wall of the Castle viewing and admiring 
the beautiful scenery around me, and had not 
left my position scarcely a minute when the 
wall ajgainst which I had just been leaning 
fell with a tremendous orash. portions of it 
rolling into the river.'' This nappened about 
177L 



NOTE E. 
BALES OF GREAT PROPERTIES. 



During the period several great Highland 
properties changed handis. The Reay or 
Mackay oountryj in the county of Suther- 
land, was sold in 1829 to the Marquis of 
Stafford, first Duke of Sutherland, for the 
sum of £300,000, which, in the opinion of 
the late Evander Maciver, 'Sras much more 
than its value at the time." The district 
included three Highland parishes, Tongue, 
Durness, and Eddrachilis, covering an area 
of about 400,000 aores. The Duke of Suther- 
land, after bec<Mning proprietor, expended 
luige sums in making roads, effecting im- 
provements in land, and erecting farmhouses 
and shooting-lodges. The present Duke has 
sold peft of the property to Mr Gilmour, 
Dumbarton. The great estates of the Duke 
of Gordon in Badenoch and Loohaber were 
•old during the thirties, passing into varioua 
hands. After the death of the last famous 
chief of Glenganr, in 1828, it was found that 
his estates were neavily burdened, and they 
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wero sold by hia trusteM and hit ton. In 
1840 Olenqnoioh was pnrohMod by Mr Ed- 
ward Ellioe for £d2,0()0, and Olengarrr by 
Lord Ward for £91 .000. Twenty years later 
Mr Eilice added Glengarry to his Glenquoioh 
estate, payins for it £120,000, and thus 
aoquinng a splendid stretch of ooontry from 
Loch-Oidi westward. The property of 
Knovdart remained in the Glengarry 
family until a later date. The only posses- 
sions then retained by the representatiTes 
of the ancient house were the site and mina 
of the old castle and the family burying- 
ground. Macdonald of Clanranald was 
another great chief who lost his possessions 
during the nineteenth century. The Hia- 
t(M^ of dan Donald, by the ministers of 
Killeaman and Saltarlity, gives the following 
list of sales by the last proprietor, Ranald 
George Macdonald: — 

1818. Lochan*— flold to Alexander IfBcdonald, 

Baq. of Dalilea. £3,054 

1818. Dalilm— sold to Ales. lUodonald of 

GlenaUdale 8,9W 

laland of Hbona— «oId to Alex. Mac* 

donald of OlenaUdale 6^100 

kland of Muck— sold to Alex. M*Lc«n 

ofCoU 0.997 11 7 

18S6. SsUte of Aritti^— sold to Lady Aah- 

burton's Tnuite>eii 48,960 

Saperiority of Borniah— nold to Lady 

Aahbnrton's Tmsteea 850 

Island of Bigg— sold to Dr Macphenon 14,500 
IslandofCanna- soldtoDon. MacNeill 9,000 
1827. Lands of Moldartr-sold to Utiiae Allan 

Nlcolson Macdonald 9,000 

Bhealfishings— sold to Alexander Mac- 

donald of Rhne 800 

Lands of Kenchreggan— sold to Colonel 

Cameron. 8,000 

1888. Sonth Uistand Benbeca]*-«old to CoL 

Oordon. 96,000 

Total £814.211 11 7 

The failure <rf the kelp industry affected 
Clanranald more, perhaps, than any other 
western proprietor. The onief survived until 
1873, when he died at the advanced age of 
85. His son was a distin^ished officer, the 
late Admiral Sir Reginald Macdonald, 
K.O.B., K.C.B.I.. who reoeiyed many honours 
in recognition or his public serrices. The 
family for many years retained the island 
and Castle of Tirrim as its sole possession, 
but they were sold in 1905 to Lord Howard 
of Qlossop. In 1840 Colonel Gordon of 
Cluny purchased for £38,050 the island of 
Barrai from the trustees of Colonel MacneU. 
In the same year the estate of InFcrloohy 
was purchased by Lord Abinger for £75,160. 
Other interesting sales are recorded in the 
present volume. 
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NOTE F. 
RISE AND FALL IN SHEEP-FABMING. 



The late Erander Maciver, who went to be 
factor for the Duke of Sutherland in 1846, 
writes in his Beminisoences : — '^Sheep farm- 
ing had been since the peaoe of 1815 a very 
unprofitable business; most of the tenants 
had died or had abandoned their farms, and 
the landlords were obliged in many instances 
to take the farms into their own hands and 
farm them on their own account ; the price 
of wool was Fery low. But from 1832 ooth 
sheep and wool rose in price, and it became a 
more profitable business, and tenants of 
large farms began to make money, especially 
after 1840, and from that date to 1876 a 
creat deal of money was made all over Scot- 
land by sheep-farmers." Judging by en- 
tries in our columns, there were some good 
^ears even in the early period. Mr Mao- 
iTor adds that after 1876 prices of wool and 
sheep fell, and the rents, which had risen 
lai^gely — ^wnich "in some oases were more than 
doubled"— could not be maintained. The 
tenants made representations to the factor, 
and the Duke of Sutherland asked him to 
consider what reductions he would recom- 
mend. This he did to the satisfaction of 
the sheep-farmers, who were delighted that 
the reductions had been madls spontani»- 
ously. Mr MaoiFer mentions that durina 
the prosperous period "the rents of the small 
tenants or crofters remained much the same 
as they had been for many years before." 



NOTB Q. 
HIGHLAND EVICTnONS. 



Erictions in the Highlands on a jistorio 
scale may be said to have occurred at two 
separate periods, the first prior to 1820, the 
second atter 18d9-40. Ths first were prob- 
ably the motft tnring, the second, which oo- 
cuired when tne press was aotiFe and 
influential, attraotea more immediate and 
widespread attention. Between 1820 and 
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1840 there wbs a great deel of emigraticHi, 
how far Folontary and how far enforced it 
is hard to say. The eoonomio oondition of 
oonaiderable areas in the Highland mainland, 
and still more in the Islands, wsa an- 
doabtedlj serious, all the worse miteit the 
eoppression of smuggling and the ruin of the 
kelp industry. ^Botn proprietors and 
tenants suffered. The eactension of sheep- 
farmini; ooming alongside an increase of 
popnlatum. sggraratea the distress of the 
small holaers. No one can deny that 
ohan|;es were necessary, but they wete hssty 
and lU considered, possibly precipitated by 
financial necessities. Hie di»titntion which 
became acute about 1836, and culminated 
ten years later in the potato famine^ intensi- 
fied the trouble. Remorsis which it is diffi- 
cult to account for occurred on the Chisholm 
estates in Strath^lass in 1881. Th^y occa- 
sioned little outside comment, because the 
tenants were well to do and made no dis- 
turbance, and because th^ were accommo- 
dated with holdings in the neighbourhood by 
Lord Lov^at. The chief eFictions in Strath- 
dsss to<^ place in 1802 and 1803. Mrs 
Gooden, whose visit is referred to in 1834, 
had prored a warm friend of the tenantry. 
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„ James, of Bnsht, 86, 64, 814. 

„ J.P., of Rothiemnrohas, 38. 

„ John, Caledonian Hotel, Inverness, 276. 

„ Mrs Jean, Forres, 10. 

„ Mrs, of Moy, 29. 

„ Colonel F. W., of Grant, 21, 161, 272. 

„ of Oorrimony, 178. 

„ of Glenmoriston, 166. 166, 298. 
BCrs Anne, Laggan, 287. 
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Patrick, 

Mnrdo, mnrdered at AmyYit, 79. 

Patrick and the London Trim, 216. 
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Grant, Ber. Peter, Gr&ntown, 95. 

„ Rev. Mr, Cawcior, 63. «« «. ^ ,.« 

Sir Eobert, xiii., 16, 31, 34, 88, 88, 86, 148, 
336-7, 363. _ „ „. 

„ Sir William, Master of the RoUa, 116. 
„ The Master of, 370, 371. 
GrantB, Article on, 43-4. 
Grantown, Blectore' Dispute, 189. 
„ Excise Court. 76. 

"Jamie Blin,*' 133. 
,, Sabbath School, 94-6. 

Visit of Master of Grant, 316. 
Gray, Alexander, manager, Calecbnian Bank, 344. 
Grey, Earl, l>inner st Edinburgh, 154. 

Hall, James, Scibersoroes, 164. 

Hall, Thomas, Drowned at Gildermory, 176. 

Hangman at Xnyemess, xix., 139. 

Harners' Hunt Qub Ball, 399. 

Harria Emigration, 63. 

„ Bemoyak, 360, 351. 
Hay, Sir Alexander Leith, 317. 



Helmadale, 66, 393. _ 

Highland Dress at the Ooronation, 103. 
^^ Drees, 4, 36. 118. 
Eyictiona, 331. 



„ Exports, 

,, Funerals, 30, 44. 

\\ Anecdotes, 330. 

„ Harvesters, 63. 

„ Population Enquiry, 397-8. 

„ Inns, xli., 133. 

„ Estates, Value of, 303-3. 

„ Peasantry— Houses, xxxiv. 

,, Tenants and Gottagere, Hints for. 860. 

,, Society Show &t Inverness, 63, 101, 366. 
Highlands— Relief of Distress. 331. 

— 'Sew Churches and Manses, 67, 68. 
Highlanders in London, 304. 
Hogg, James, Ettrick Shepherd, 177. 
Holland, Lord, 387. 
Hopeman Boat Upset, 385. 
Horse Racing at Invemeas, 10, 33, 36, 70. 
Home of Langwell and Ross of Cromarty Quarrel, 

379-80. 
Horticultural Societies, 313. 
Houses of Pariiament Burned, 166. 
Houses of Highland Peasantry, 38. 
Hoy, James, Librarian. Gordon Castle, 47. 
Huntly, Marquis of, 191. 
Hurricane. 341. 

Hurst, Robinson, A Co., London, 16. 
Huskisson, William, M.P., Liverpool, 74, 85. 

Indian Nawab Executed for Murder of Eraser, Reolig, 
182. 
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India — Surrender of I>08t Mahomed, 296. 
Influenza in the North, 196. 
Innes, Mr, of Sandside, 204. 

„ Sir Hueh, of Loohabh, 21, 96, 101. 
Invereehie Atnletio Sports, 256. 
Invergordon Joint Show, 145. 

„ Show of Stock, 151. 

Inremefis— Ancient Foundation of Gastle, 145. 

„ Anti-Patronage Meeting. 284. 

„ Aasessment for Poor, 219, 221, 270, 286-7, 295, 
296 d09. 

„ Bible Society, 8, 19, 28, 32, 38. 

„ Building Improyements, 82. 

„ Buighs Eleotiona. 21. 82, 84, 122, 130, 160, 
161, 205, 206. 2d9, 806. 

„ Burgh Reform Dinner, 138. 

„ Bureh Revenue. 53. 

„ Cal^onian Banking Coy., 232, 237, 238, 279, 
288 

„ Castle Hill Improved, 305. 

„ Catholic Chapel^ 198. 

„ Catholic Emanoipation, 64. 

„ Catholic Emanoipation Disturbaaoe, 63. 

„ Charities, 137. 

„ Charities Bazaar, 134-5 

„ Chartist Meeting, 290. 

„ Circuit Court, 34, 36, 85, 133, 147, 210, 235. 

„ Common Good, 70. 

„ Converted Jew, 78. 

„ Constituted a Bonding Port, 181. 

„ County Address to the King, 106. 

„ County Buildings, Foundation Stone Laid, 146 

„ County and the Corn Laws, 13. 

„ Cornier, 40, 41, 92, 101, 102, 128, 186, 189, 211, 
218. 259. 

„ Criminal Trials, 89. 

„ Deer's Horn Found, 101. 

„ Disorderly State of, 30. 

„ Dispensary, 284. 

„ Distillery, 13. 

„ Dr Bell's School, 98, 198, 238, 818. 

„ Dr Fraser's Library, 29. 

„ East Church, 180, 181, 247. 

„ Educational Arrangements, 259. 
Election Petition, 167, 168. 

„ Expense of Executing Criminab, 145. 

„ Farmer's Society, 71. 288, 243, 244, 286. 

„ Flood in the Ness, 156. 

„ Gang of Thieves, 33. 

„ Gaol, 12, 45, 70, 279. 

„ Godsman's Walk, 58, 66. 

„ Hangman, 124, 139. 

„ High Church, 290. 

„ Horse Racing, 200. 

„ Improvements, 276. 

„ In the Olden Time, 290-1. 

,, Island Suspension Bridge, 105, 150. 
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InTenwM— Keen Mnnioi^ Bleotion, 192. 

„ Lady Dmmmnir's Home, 88. 

„ lire AlUBator Preae&ted, 43. 

„ London Smacks, 66. 

„ Ma^iratee' Tenure of OiBoe, 288. 

„ liagistratea and the Price of Bread, 27, 28. 

,, Man Bobbed in Telford Street, 86. 

,, Map of, in 1882, end of Tolnme. 

„ Markets, 246. 806. 

„ Martinmas Market, 24, 188. 

„ Meal Mob. 94. 

„ Mechanicr Inatitnte, 66, 98, 188. 

„ Moaenm, 184. 

„ New lalands Bridges, 49. 
„ „ ''Grand Promenade," 176. 

„ New Oad and Conrt-HiaaBe, 86, 94, 96, 106, 

110, 118, 146-6. 

„ New Steam Veeael, 181, 182, 191, 196-7, 218, 

214, 216. 

„ Nine Skeletons Foond, 277. 

„ <'No Popery" Riot in 1829. 828. 

„ North Oboroh, 180, 196. 

„ Observatory, 149, 180. 

„ Old Reform Petition, 107. 

„ Old C^tle. 826. 

„ Pamperiflm, 248. 

„ Parliamentary Reform, 89, 96. 

„ Police and ImproToment Bill, 10, 17. 

„ Politics! Dinners, 161. 

„ Pontaoes on Bridges, 180, 190, 226. 

„ Poor, 109. 

„ Population, 99. 

„ Presbytery and Patronage, 224. 

„ Price of Bread, 66, 76, 76, 77, 811. 

„ Piwosts of. 28, 86, 64, 70, 86, 102, 119, 167, 

168, 19^, 260, fel, 8li 

,, Public Baptism in Hig^ Ohuroh, 220. 

„ Reading-Boom, 199. 

„ R^Mrm Bill DemcMistration, 114, 117. 

„ Reform Meeting, 96. 

„ River Bank Improrements, 170. 

„ River Bank Walk. 127. 

„ Royal Academy, 182, 278. 

„ Sailor Stabbed, 188, 190. 

„ Savinfip Bank, 288, 260, 272, 298. 

,, Scientific Lectures. 198. 

„ Session Lands, 64. 

,, Society for Suppression of Begging, 8. 

„ SUte of the Poor, 47. 48. ^*^^' 

„ St John's Churoh, 209. 

„ Street Lamps, 144. 

„ Street Paving, 98, 167. 

„ Temperance Societies, 101. 

„ Total AbstineMe Society, 264. 

„ Trial by Jury, 63. 

„ Trotting; Bet, 11. 

„ Town Council Election, 214, 



vnxMXm- 



843 



Invernan Town Council Prooeedings Interdicted, 202, 20i. 
„ and Bmigration, 278. 
„ «nd Beporters. 141, 148. 
„ and Party feeling. 201. 
,, and the Ghurch Qoesticn, 271. 
Union Hotd, now Hi^and GLub, 277. 
United CSharitieA School, 146, 180. 
Univeraity Proposed, 143. 
Yessel Lannohed, 238. 
Visit of Lord Broogham, 161. 
Water Supply, 68. 

Water and Gas Company, 3, 22, 34, 63, 70, 167 
Wert Church, 170, 172, 181-2, 267, 270, 276. 
Wooden Bridyte, 148. 

Wool Market, 8, 20, 33, 61, 67. 81, 99, 116, 
131, 160, 168, 187, 206, 229, 248-9, 278, 
808. 
William Pitt and his Wine Supplies, 241. 
and the Veto Aot^ 266. 
County of, and *.he Com Laws, 18. 
Coonty Elections, 21, 44, 82, 84, 06. 97, 123, 
169, 160-1, 166, 207, 227, 270, 271. 306. 
Inyemess-flhire NatiTes in House of Commons, 48. 
Lrish Church, 167. 

„ Bedatration Bill. 297, 300. 
Iron and Lead Ore at llomintoul, 286-6. 
Jackson, Betty; Holbeck; and Qeneral Wade, 61. 
JemimayiUe— Barque Launched, 298. 
Johnstone, Mrs, editor of '* LiTemess Courier," 40, 41. 
Jolly, Alex., D.jD., Bishop of Moray, 229. 



Kelp, zxW., 62, 94, 261. 278. 
Kennedy, Ker. John, Inyemess, 182. 

„ Dr Wm., uiyemess, 166. 

„ Ber. John, Killeaman, 292. 
Kessock Lin, 66. 

„ Perry, 3. 11. 66, 196. 
Ketohen, Mrs Elisaheth, Nairn, 220. 
Kilmoniyaig Session Clerk. 80. 
Kilteam— Minister and Farishioners, 49. 
Kirkfaill Sohoolmsster Case, 66, 64, 264. 
King Edward VII. bom, 316. 
Kiltarlity—- Open-air Communion, 266. 
Kirkwall, Qas introduced, 238. 
Kinloohluiohart Minister and " Fast-Day *' Desecration, 

Knockando Murder, 286, 296, 299. 
Lakefield Sold, 184. 

Laing, William, ProFost of Forres, 260. 
Lairg and LochinFer Post-runners, 82. 
LamEaeer, Edwin, in the Hifldilancb, 166. 
Lead Mines at Strontian, 19?. 

., at StratiusUuWi 298. 

Leslie, Bev. Wm., L&uibryde, 246. 
Lethendry Churoh Osse, 240, 247-8. 
Lews' Destitution, 184. 
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Lewi, Island of, 907. 

„ Murder, 221-2. 

,, ParahaMd by Sealortli, 4. 
Leys Castle, 129. 
Leys Springs Dried m, 208. 
Libraries in the Nortn, 29. 
Lighthouses; 27. 
Liverpool, Ix>rd, 26, 80. 
Lochaber Agricultural Show. 286 

, Lordship of, 127, 142. 
Lochbroom — Churoh Panio, 88. 
Lochcarron— Geo. Jeffiey of New Kelso. 180. 
Locfa-Farraline— Old Fire-arms found, 308. 810. 
Looh-Farraline and Looh-Oarth lowered, 310. 
Loch, James, M.P., 97, 161, 169, 207, 807. 
Lochiel, Marriage Rejoicings, 149. 

,, Birth of Heir, 165. 
Looh-Moy, Salmon oaufi^t, 168. 
Loch-mo-naire, Curing of Disease, 87. 
Logie-Easter, IHsputed Settlement, 207, 223, 226. 
Loch-Ness Steamers, 184. 
London Omnibus Traffic, 814. 
Lon^ Island Improvements, 278. 
Lossiemontii Harbour, 144, 203. 
Lovat Estates— Amenoan Claimant, 281. 
Lovat, Lord, 196. 

Maid of Morven Steamer Wredced. 78. 
MaU Coaches, zzxix., xl.. 7, 27, 47, 66, 68, 149, 191, 

199, 218, 221, 236-6. 
Maule, Hon. Fox, 218. 

Marnock Church Case, 223-4, 247, 260, 282, 296, 803. 
Matheson, Sir James, 260. 
Meikle Ferrr Boat Swamped, 176. 
Melbourne, Lord, 160. 
Members of Parliament, 21. 
Millbum Distillery, 13, 64. 

MUler, Hugh. 69, 66, 66, 69, 71. 72. 83, 93, 157, 162, 
229, 241, 248, 253, 264, 2^, ilO. 
,, Jean, Moy, 53. 
Milnoraig, 3. 
Minister Censured, 185. 

Mitchell, John, Supt. of Roads and Bridges, 6. 
Mitchell, Joseph, do., 7, 200. 
Moray, Earl of, 259. 

„ Firth Storm, 208. 

„ Floods. 69, 319. 
Morajshire furmers* Society, 5. 
Morrison, James, m^^chant, London, xir., 268, 969. 

,j Mr, bookseller, InTemess, 57. 

Morrison, Rev. James, Kintail, 2. 
Moyhall, 266. 

Muir of Ord, Smuggling A£Pray, 77. 
Muirtown, 3. 

Mulbuie Murder, 163. 167, 173, 175. 
Municipal Refonn, 128. 
Munro, Donald, Cktechist, Skye, 87-88. 
„ Donald, Tullidi, Ijiveraray, 317. 
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Monro, Sir Hector, of Novar. 806. 

„ Walter, Baotiat Minister, InverneeB, 196. 
Murohison, Sir Roderick, 29. 
Murray, William, of Geaniee, 211. 
Maoaulay, Lord, 268, S06. 
MaoooU, JsiTan, '' Mountain Minstrel," 236. 
MaoouUoch, Donald, Doohfour, 64, 66. 

,, Dr John, 172. 

Maodiarmid, Donald, South OardHina, 143. 
„ of "Dumfries Oourier," 249. 

Maodonald, Di\ of Ferintoeh, 31, 120. 
„ Flora, daughter of, 3. 

„ Flora and Frinoe Charlie, 36. 

„ John, afied 107, 36. 

„ Marnret, Strathnaim, enlisted as a sol- 

£er. 62. 
„ Marahall, Duke of Tarentum, 1, 8, 9, 286. 

Mr, of Staffa, 4. 
Maodonell, Oolonel Alex, of Kerooch, 69. 
„ General Sir James, 221. 

„ Mrs, of Aberarder, 69. 

„ Miss, of Glengarry, 190. 

,, of Glengarry. 42, 44, 69, 141, 266, 301. 

Macdougall, Charles, Advocate, 189, 210. 
Macdougalls', luTemess, 163, 167. 
Marfarquhar, Roderick, Fortrose, 174. 
Macgregor, Gregor, "Willox the Wailock," 136-6. 
„ Rey. Alex., West Churoh, Inyerness, 233. 

,, Sir James, M.Dy 10. 

Mackay, Captain Wilham, China, 213. 

„ Charles, Romance, Longbeard, Lord of Lon- 
don, 293. 
,, ReY. Mackintosh, Laggan and Denoon, 7, 113. 
Macikenaie, Colin, of Fortmore, 87. 

„ Helen, murdered at Aohnoearran, 76. 

„ James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, xiv., 88, 98, 

126, 161, 176, 198. 199, 308. 
,, Jdm, ProYOst and Banker, Inremess, xrii., 

89, 134, 136, 167. 
„ Murdo, of Dundonell, 309. 

„ Mrs, of Appleoross, 36. 

„ Mrs Hay, and Sir Hugh Munro, Ben- 

Wyvis Glen Case, 79. 
„ of Muirtown, 198, 199. 

„ Rot. Allan, Kflmuir-Wester, 182. 

„ Rev. William, Tongue, 143. 

„ Sir Colin, of Kilcoy, 48, 98, 181. 

„ Sir Francis, of Gairloch, 87, 96, 98, 290. 

,, Sir George, of Coul, 4. 

„ Sir Hector ^of Gairlodh, 19. 

„ Sir James W., of Scatwell, 21, 84, 237. 

., Tu ^ Applecroes, M.P., xiv., 198, 199, 236. 

Macbannon, W. A., Corry, 318. 
Mackintosh, Angus, Chief of dan Chattan, 126, 177. 
,, Campbell, of Dalmigavie, 177. 

„ Colonel, of Fa^rr, 249. 

„ Lady Ann, 232. 
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Mftokintonh, Prorost PhineM, of Dmmmond, 6B, 60. 
„ Ber. Angus, Tain, 106. 

,, Ber. Charles, Tain, 61. 

„ Ber. Simon, InTornew, 260, 817-8. 

„ Sir Jamea, 114. 

Biaolachlan, Alexander Fraaer, M.D., 13. 

, Ber. lliomaa, Moy, 223. 

Madean, Hra, '« L. E. L.," 241. 
Macleod, Donald, of Geaniea, 8. 131. 142. 

„ Donald, Sniaort, in New South Wales, 230. 
„ Huah, Aasynt murderer, 79, 102, 106. 

of SUlcleocC ziv., 46, 82, 86, 116. 160. 163. 
of ObdboU, 97, 102, 161, 188, 191, 218, 268. 
263. 
Macmillan, Bnohanan, of London, 117. 
., Evan, Strcme-Neris, 196. 

Maophail, Ber. James, Dariot, 260. 
Macpherson, Clnny of Oluny, 131. 
,, John, St Thomas, 186. 

„ -Grant, Sir George, 86, 229. 

„ John, Skye Centenarian, 100. 

„ Ber. Bobert, Inremess, 800, 818. 

Macrae, Christopher, aged 106, 228. 

„ Ber. Boderick, Shieldaig, 86. 
Ifactarish, Alex., Solicitor and Town-Clerk, Inrerness, 
181, 242. 



Nairn, 70, 78, 79, 82. 

„ Aoademjr, 84, 169. 

„ County flection, 84. 

,, Curious Town Council Election, 288. 

„ Farmers' Society. 244. 

„ Harrest Home, 236. 

„ Freedom to John Cunninghams, 166. 

,, Missionary Society, 177. 

„ New Harbour. 238. 

„ Purchase of inrerness Street Lamps, 144. 

„ Presentation of Clock, 23. 

„ Prorosts of, 10, 88, 137, 192, 220, 260. 

„ Beform Demonstration, 116. 

,, Beligious Beriral, 269. 

„ Sanngs Bank, 284. 

„ Sessional Schocfl, 182. 

„ Town Bell and the Established Church, 220. 

„ and Catholic Emancipation, 63. 

„ and Cromarty Steam Ferry Boat, 61. 
Nairnshire Bible Society, 246. 

,, Missionary Society, 71, 167. 

Napoleon I., 289. 

,, Prince Lonis. 281. 
National Security Sarmgs Bank, 272, 298. 
Ness Islands, 68, 76. 
Newspapers, Abstraction of. 217. 
New South Wales, Deplorable Conilition of, 287. 
Newspaper Stamps, 126, 126, 182, 189, 294. 
Newspapers in the North, 41. 



ttamt. 847 

Nigs and Sandwich Carved Stones, 77. 

Niool, Dr J. I., Inyemess, xWii., 31, 291, 313, 316. 

,. J<^in. mason, Inyemess, 31. 
Noble, Isobel, *' lahbel Mhor," Jnyemess, 195. 
„ John, rector. Tain Academy, 95. 
,, William, Executed at Elgin. 148. 
*'No Popery" Riot in InTemess, 324, 325. 
Northern Bnrghs, 97, 123, 207, 307. 
„ Oounties Jaa, 147. 

,, Institution, zli., zlii., xliii., 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 16, 
27, 29, 37, 42, 47, 50. 61, 57, 67, 77, 80, 
1(A, 111, i38-fe, 146, l62. 
,, Infirmary, 245, 311. 
„ Meeting, 10, 23, 36, 55, 70, 85-6, 104, 134, 

154, 173, 209, 211, 235, 255, 285, 313. 
„ MiBsionaiy Society, 8, 18, 32, 50, 54, 98, 115, 

122, 171. 186, 208. 
„ Pxx)testant Aflsociation, 179. 
„ Towns, Notes on, 16. 
Notes on the Road, 202. 
North Star Steamer Wrecked, 304. 

Oban Steams Foundered, 78. 
(yOonnell, Daniel, 42, 52. 
Otters in the Riirer Ness, 174. 
Outer Hebrides, Botanical Tour, 318. 
Old Osstle of In?emeBs, 325. 

Parliament, 15, 20. 73, 77, 92, 96, 140, 147, 149, 150, 
156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 166, 173, 179, 
194, 215, 232, 240, 253, 262, 292, 303, 304, 308, 
811. 

Parliamentary Reform, 74. 87, 88, 89, 91, 93, 96, 106. 

Parties, State of, in the North, 120. 

Paterson, Mr, Sandside. 271. 

Patronage, 79; proposed abolition, 132. 

Peel, Sir Robert, 79. 

Penny Post, 201. 228, 248, 253, 263. 

Petty and Ardersier Farmers* Society Ploughing 
Match, 244. 
„ Opposition to Rer. John Grant, 133 ; Synod sua- 
tains presentation, 145; Assembly orders 
settlement, 147. 

Phippsfield Brick and Tile Manufactory, 278. 

Pickion, Charles, Central Schood, Inverness, 84. 

Pine Forests in Sooitland, 209. 

Piobare Dall, Blind Piper of Qairloch, 89. 

PlanUtions at Skibo, 162. 

Political Dinners, xv. 

Portree, 81, 143. 

Pound Notes, proposed abolition. 16. 

Portmahomadc — ^Inremess Vessel ashore, 142. 

Potato Disessc; 149, 167. 

Public Mechanical Carriages, 162. 

Princess Royal impress of Germany), bom, 289. 

Prince Charles Edward Stuart, 282, 283. 



^mmm 



Pmona, 17, 19. 66, 62, 66. 71, 167. 
PnwiAn Vend Foundered at St Kilda, 171. 
Pablio Beoords, 6. 
Population in Highlands, xzir., zxr. 

Bailwayt, 74. 85, 176, 248. 

Bailing to InverneM, Surrey of, 297. 

Bain Storm, 69. 

Bamsegr, Mr, Bamton, a02. 

Beaoh, Angna B., 293, 314. 

„ Bo^riok. 40, 51. 
Beay Gonntry, 37, 75. 
Bedoaatle, 3, 203, 228. 
Beform, beginning of, xi. 

„ Bm; 91, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 104, 105, 
106. 108, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116. 
Beform Gandidates, 115. 
Beiol^tadt Dnke ol, 116-7. 
BeligioiiB Instruction in the Highlands, 18. 
Bentak in the North, 274. 
Berolution in France, 73^83. 
Bickman, Mr, Clerk of House of Commons, 282. 
Boads and Bridges, 6, 35, 47, 52, 63, 64, 65, 70, 78, 

101, 129, 130, 199. 276. 300-1. 
Bobertaon, A. J., of Inshes, 242. 

Dr, Aultnaskiaoh, 23, 70, 86, 127, 1334. 
,, Ber. John, Kingussie, 4. 

Bob Boy's ClaTmore, 133. 

Boman Catholics, and Session Clerks' Fees, 80. 
Bonald, James, Mid-dava Centenarian, 99. 
Boy, Bobert Gordon, of the "GMobe," 222. 
Boee, Bev. Alexander, D.D., InTemess. xxiii., 14. 
,, Dr, Drainie, and Dissenters, 301. 
„ Hugh, of Kilrayock, 317. 
Bosehaugh Mcrriage Bejoicings, 237. 
Bosemarkie Weavers, 16. 
Boss, Alexander, carpenter, Tain, 130. 
„ Donald, Culrain, aged 107. 307. 
„ Hugh, of Cromarty, 272, 278, 294. 
„ John, banker, Inyemess, 102. 
„ John, Berbice Cottsuee, Inremess, 288. 
,, John, Bracmoray, 189. 
,, Bev. John, Columbian Agricultural Association, 

26. 
„ WilliamjGaelic poet, 88. 
Bosskeen, Dr White's CSiarity, 75. 
Boss-shire — Agricultural Distress, 181. 
„ County Gaols, 63, 193. 
,, Clergy oppose Catholic Emancipation, 63. 
,, Conservative DemMistration, 1^. 
„ County Meeting, 147. 

Elections, 84,^, 122, 123, 198, 199, 807-8. 
,, Estates — Change of ^oprietors, 3. 

Sacramental Irregularities, 20. 
Sales of Great Properties, 329. 
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Salmon Fry Hatched at Gaix^och, 304. 

„ Fifllieries, 7, 204. 

„ Natural History of, 85, 134. 
SaHoon, Lady— House Burned, 138. 
Salt Tax, 2. 

Sassoferrato'B Picture, "Tbe Holy Family," 284. 
Schools, 15, 31, 68. 
Scott Monument, Edinburah, 283. 

„ Sir Walter, 16. 28, 119. 
S<^rthe Introduced, 312. 
Scottish Parliamentary Candidatea, 117. 

,, Prisone, 2, 17, 262. 
Seafield, Earl of, 2d7. 

Seaton, Sir Reginald Macdonald Steuart, of Staffa, 222. 
Second Sight — Curious Report from Skye, 246. 
Shanks, John, Elgin Cathedral, 300. 
Shaw, Charles, Sheriff-Substitute, Long Island, 318. 
Shearers in Destitution, 36. 
Sheep Farming, zzz., zzxi., xxxiii. 
„ and Cattle, Toll Dues, 128-9. 
Sheep Farming, Rise and FalL 331. 
Shepherd, Alexander, Town-Clerk, luTerness, 177, 241. 
Sheriff Court Small Debt Act, 68. 
Sheriff-Substitutes, 265, 277. 
Shetland, Disastrous Storm, 287. 
Shinty in London, 304; in Strathglass, 16. 
Shipbuilding in Inyemess, 46. 
Shootings, value of, xxsyiii., xxzix. 
Simpson, Bailie John, Inverness, 71. 

., Thomas, Arctic Explorer, 224, 283. 
Sinclair, Sir George, 191. 
„ Sir John, 178. 
„ George, yr. of Ulbster, 96. 
„ Miss Catherine, of Ulbster, 272. 
Skye Emigration, 61. 

,, Smuggling Lugger captured, 71. 
Slaves, Condition of, m Tnnid^, 16. 
Small Debt Courts, 216 
Smith, John, schoolmaster, Ardersier, 237, 307. 

„ Dr, rrovost of Nairn, 218. 

„ Rev. William, Petty, 137. 

„ Rev. James, Avoch, 89. 

„ Robert, Town Chamberlain, Inremefls, 178. 

„ William, M.P., Norwidi, 169. 
Smuggling, 3, 6, 10, 19, 30, 34, 37, 45, 49, 56, 77, 86, 

127, 136, 177. 
Snowstorms and Frost, 24, 25, 27, 28, 94, 218, 221, 

222, 242. 
Sobieski Stuarts at Eilean Aigos, 298. 
Somerville, Rev. Simon, Elgin, 258. 
Spain — Recruits from Imvemess, 172. 
Spean-Bridge Markets. 250. 
Spear found at Gollanfield, 100. 

Sport in the Highlands, xxxv., xxxvi., xxxvii., 28, 154, 
166, 171, 176, 183, 187, 197, 210, 219, 273-4, 281, 
816, 315. 
Spynie, Loch, Remains of Ship found, 136. 
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Stage of tincotninon ebe, 210. 
6Ump Acts, 182. 
Bta^ordf Marchionoes t>f, 10 L 
St-GAra Navigation in tlio North, 145, 
Stevwwon, George, 74* 
SteAtnboat OD Kessock Ferry, IL 
BtAte of Commtmicfttton \n the North, 377. 
StaJker, David, solicitor, Inr«ni««n^ 214, 
St^tiHttca, Boral *nd Sporting, 315, 
Steimrt, mihe ChArl*«, Dingwall, 289, 
^, ChArles, solicitor, fnrerncisa, 160. 
„ Oonem], of Garth, 77. 
,, John, of B^^Nadrum, ^iii., 93, 110. 
Stomowav, 128; Sabbath St^hoobj 75. 
Strathbogie Church Cafio, 260, 276, 282, 301, 304. 
Strathoonon, 3; Church at Oarnodc, 68 j ehootijig ^d 

Miing. 17L 
Stone Coffin found at Druid Temple, 0. 
Strath glaM, Deforcement of Revenue Offioeis, 90; 

tda3, 34; smu^ling atfra^, 177. 
Strathnairn — Romantic Lo^^e Match, 62. 
Stiathpf^fFpr, 151 : proposed Di^penM^ry, 231. 
Strontian Lead Minee, 65. 

„ Straw Hat Mannfaetory, 65. 
Sugar Dnti««, 302. 

'^Snu" and "True Sun" newspaper*. 113. 
Sussex, Dutke of. Earl of lnverne»e, 271-2. 
Sutherland, Duke and Duch€e» of, 126, 132, 151, 17^i 

200 203, 242, 243. 
Sutberhmd, Captain Wemyis, 11, 

„ Captain Robert , 43, 

,, Rev. David. Enst OhnTch, InrdrneM, 247. 

„ Cattle Lifting, 201. 

„ Oouraing Ciubj 94. 

„ OountT Elections, 32, 308. 

„ Fate of a St>x>Uing Player, 232, 

f, Improvod Roads, 64. 

,, Tmprovemonta, 83, 

,, Land ImprovementB at Proucy, 27L 

,p Magazine, 14, 

„ Members of Fadiamantj 22^ 84, 207, 272. 

„ Natund Hintorj Investigation, 147. 

„ Rejoicing, 126. 

,y Settlors m North Amerioft, 54. 

„ ShoatingB to let, 183. 

,, Show oTSlieep, 812. 

,, and Boss — Scenes on the GoMfc^ S98. 

Synod of Moray and the Irish Ghurdi, 166. 
Swans on Looh-Lochy and Loch-Ness, 220. 



Tain, 82, 172, 235, 260^ 294-5. 
Excise Prosecutions, 3. 
Formidable Fish caught, 180. 
Jail, 31. 71. 

New Jail and Court-Houae, 8; Burned, 128. 
Non-Intrusion Meeting, 269. 
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Tain, Prov«rt» of. 24, 87, 71, m, f 2. 

Purchase of Invernoes Street Lamps, 144. 
'* Secession Ohapel, 238. 
Tarbat Ness Light-hoiiTO, 27. 
Teachers, Income of, .287. 
Telforf, ThmnBs, engineer, 153, S»l. 
Test and Corporation Acts Repealed, 4». 
Thermometer Keadings, 219. 
Thieves, Gang of, in Inverness, ds. 
Thomson, Dr Andrew, at Inverness, 54. 
Thurso and Catholic Emancipation, 04. 
Tobermwy Emigration, 21^- ^_ 
Tolls, 19, 20, 34, 36, 66, 100 147 

Town Coyuiclls S'd ^^^S^iltfSqQ 187 

Touriste in the Highlands, 100, 132, 1»7. 

Torbreck, Property sold, 158. ^ ^ 

Trade Improvement, 31 ; stagnation, 64. 

Trail, George. 191. 

Transfers of Property, 106. , ^ ^i; iRfi 225 

Travelling in the Highlands improved, xli., IW, ^zo. 

Tullooh &»tle, Fire »t, 219. ^ - 07 

Turkish and Egyptian Fleet Destroyed, 87. 

Xurnips— Wintering in MorayriiiPe, o. 

Tytler, Dr Basil, Drow?^' SI* , 070 
,, Lieutenant William Eraser, 272. 

Unemployed, 109. 
Urquhart, Alexander, Brora, 17. 
Robert, Forre^ 66, 316. 
," Sir Thomas, ot Cromarty, Arms of, 07. 

Vagrants and Beggars, 111. 

Vermin Destroyed at Glensarry, 295. 

^^o4f '(i*».^.^-. 229. m, m, ^, 276. 

278. 
Violent Gale. 197. 
Visitors to the Highlands, 23. 
Virginal, Ancient, 61. 
Vitrified, Forts, 78. 

War in Canada, 214, 238, 244. 

Waternish, 106. 

Watson, Mrs IsabeUa, Dalkeith, 28. 

Waverley Novels— Anthorahip disclosed, 28; manu- 



WeathSrLvere, 27: warm, 224; wind and foa^, 226. 
We&on, Duke o/. Cabinet, 41; Duel with Earl of 

West oSt^C^ih^on of Poor, 98, 99; Scarcity of 

Potatoes, 96. , « ,, j 010 

Weatwood, John, gardener, Belladmm. 219. 
Whales in Lewis, 15; in Stromness, 312. 
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Leal, for Stornoiray, 87. 
Wkk JTMlTSi; Gms 260. 296; Belonn, 98. 
Wilderq^'e Bptem of EdnoatioiL. 106. 
WilliAnMon, Alex., OooTener of TradM, XnTemees, 

„ Be7. Bobt., Groiok and Nora Sootia, 286. 

WiUkm the Foortii, 27, 78, 194, 206. 
Wilioa, Aleocander, Gerrally, 83. 

„ John, ProToat of Nairn, 260. 

„ Robert. Oiledonian Hotel, InTemesi, 261. 

Sootti^ vo •• — 



Wintering of Sheep in Mdrayahire, 6. 

^'Witneas" Newapeper, 268. 

Wrock of the " Cbmet," 11 ; liMter oonvioted, 14. 



Young. Mnrdo. editor of the *< Smi," 110, 216. 
TorikTWe <f, death of, 27. 
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